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" Dunkeld, no more the heaven-directed chaunt 
Within thy sainted walls may sound again, 
But thou, as once the muse's favourite haunt, 
Shalt live in Douglas' pure Virgilian strain, 
While time devours the castle's crumbling wall, 
And roofless abbeys pine, low-tottering to their fall.' 

G. Dyer'i Poern^, 1801, p. 89. 
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■T is a circimiataiice somewhat aurprising 
that the long iw.riod of three centuries 
and a half should have ( 
tween the death of the celebrated 
poet, Gavin Douglas, Bishop of 
, Duiilceld, and the publication of this the first col- 
llected edition of his works. While the separate 
Ipoeme of the Bishop, which have been printed at 
I intervals between 1553 and 1830, are fully de- 
■ficribed in the following BiograpMcal Introduction, 

■ A few notes as to editions of his works formerly 

■ projected may not be uninteresting in this place. 
IBo far back as the year 1786, the indefatigable 

■ Scottish Antiquary, John Pinfeerton, in his "List 
Bof all the Scottish Poets, with brief Remarks," 
Bl(.<4nd«7if Scot. PoeTtia, i. p. cxxv.) intimated his inten- 

a of editing the works of such as might he deemed 
Ktiassic, and, whose works would "be reprinted to the 
Esnd of the English language," These he considered to 
■be " Barbour ; King James I, ; Henry the Minstrel ; 
^Dunbar; Gavin Douglas; Sir David Lindsay; Drum- 
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niond ; in number seven." Pinkerton's multifarious 
labours no doubt prevented the fulfilment of this 
promise to the literary public. His intention, how- 
ever, in regard to Douglas was ** to reprint only the 
Palice of Honour, King Hart, and Prologs, &c., to 
Virgil," thus omitting the principal work of the dis- 
tinguished author. 

In 1806, however, there appeared an announcement 
by the well-known Edinburgh publishers, Messrs 
Constable, that the works of the Bishop were 
forthwith to appear in. four octavo volumes, 
under the editorial superintendence of Sylvester 
Douglas, Lord Glenber\4e. His Lordship was a 
lineal descendant of that branch of the great family 
of Douglas to which the Bishop belonged, and he 
made extensive preparations for the proposed work. 
Writing to Mr Constable on 20th June 1806, he says : 
" I should suppose the translation of Virgil would, 
printed in the manner of Sir W. Forbes' Life, &c., of 
Dr Beattie, make alone a larger x^uarto than either of 
his volumes, and the other poems, together with a 
life, historical and critical, a preface, and Euddiman's 
Glossary enlarged (though our friend Chalmers' 
severity on poor Sibbald in his dissertation in the 
third volume of his new publication is enough to 
terrify one from that part of the undertaking) would 
make another — or perhaps the whole might be printed 
in four volumes of the size nearly of Tyrrwhit's 
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Chaucer. In tlie nieautime I will immediately set 
mbout collecting materials. One MS. Mr Thomson 
will tell you I have heard of in England. Ruddiman 
appeoTB to have ueed one which belonged Lo the 
College Library. Is that still forthcoming, and will 
the College allow me the use of it 1 Is there any MS, 
in the Advocates' Library or elsewhere in Scotland 
that you know ofl Pray shew this letter to Mr 
Thowaon, and procure and take the trouble to send 
me what information you can. Enquire if there exists 
anywhere any picture or print of Gawin Douglas." 

The Records of the University of Edinburgh bear 
that on the 18th February 1807, permission waa given 
to Lord Glenbervie, to borrow the two MSS. of the 
Translation of Virgil, preserved in its Library, and 
from various letters from his Lordship to Mr Con- 
stable, now in the posseasiou of bis son, Mr Thomas 
Constable, it would appear that Mr Henry Weber, 
the Editor of " Early English Romances" and other 
works (the amanuensis also of Sir Walter Scott), was 
employed to make the necessary collations.* 

Referring to Mr Weber's connection with the pro- 
posed work, Mr George Chalmers, who had in 1806 

' In 1809 Lord Gienbervie atatea, in a letter to Mr Con- 
■ (table, that he paid Triphouk £23 for the four large intor- 
B'lcaved vDlamHa, to which two copies of the Virgil had boeu 
■.(Bcrifloed, and wbicli he li&d done by the advice of Mr Todd, 

« well-known editor of Milton's Works, &a 
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published his well-known edition of the poems of Sir 
David Lindsay, writing to Mr Constable in August 
1809 states, "I am glad that Mr Weber undertakes 
to relieve Lord Glenbervie from his distress. I pre- 
sume that my Lord has agreed upon the plan which 
Mr Todd, you and I thought the only one : taking 
Tluddiman's copy as the text to be collated. A ficti- 
tious text like Tyrrwhitt*s Chaucer will never do ; 
but, taking the matter up on the other plan, Mr 
W. may get through in a month or two. It will 
give me pleasure to be kind to Mr Weber, aiid to 
give him every assistance in my power. I shall be 
glad to hear from you on your ultimate plan of Gavin 
Douglas, and I shall be the better enabled to help you 
forward." 

In November of the same year, Mr Chalmers in 
another letter to Mr Constable remarks, " Weber 
will tell you better than I can write, in what a state 
of mind he left Lord Glenbervie on the subject of 
Gavin Douglas. My belief is that you will never see 
Gavin Douglas from his Lordship's hand. He seems 
to me to sink under the work, which was and is too 
heavy for his anvil. He feels this, yet is ashamed to 
confess that he is unequal to the task, and he is too 
high-minded to be advised. His dissertations on the 
Douglases, which might be spared, he finds a horey 
now that a friend of yours has cut short the line of 
that assuming family. He grumbles in the gizzard 




when he thinks of this, and, like his great progenitor, 
Bell-the-Cat, ho carries about a concealed dagger, — 
'Willing to wound, yet afraid to strike.' All this 
while your friend has been trying, aa you may have 
heard from your H. and W. to help hhn in every 
possible way. But help and instruction are alike 
unwelcome to him. He has not yet made up his 
mind whether the language of Gavin Douglas be from 
the Anglo-Saxon or the Gothic of Scandinavia, and 
we tried in vain to convince him. He will make a 
new Glossary, without any previous preparation, 
instead of taking Ruddiman's or allowing W. to make 
him one. If he worked as hard, morning, noon, and 
night as your friend, he could not make such a 
Glossary in less than seven years. But considering 
his avocations I believe his task is hopeless. In 
saying all this, I endeavour to act with a proper 
regard to him and my usual kindness to you." 

After the lapse of several years Lord Glenbervie, 
writing from New Park, Lyndhurst, on 25th April 
1814, after stating that he had "entirely finished 
the first eleven Books of Gavin Douglas' Virgil, 
having transcribed every word with my own hand, 
and personally collated the two MSS, of the Edin- 
burgh College Library," goes on to say :— 

" I am therefore prepared to send you the Manuscript 
of any number of the Books already transcribed, 
which it may be convenient for you or the printer to 
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have, but I must first enquire, whether be can answer 
for preserving the MS. entire and unsullied, and also 
a great number of short notes and memorandums 
written in pencil on the blank side of the leaves, and 
which, though not to be printed, contain material 
hints for notes. I must also add that, as there are to 
be at the bottom of each page of the general Prologue 
and First Book three series of notes, with literal and 
numerical references, one explanatory of the versifica- 
tion ; the second containing the various readings, and 
the third the varieties of orthography, all of which 
will require the same minute accuracy which we 
expect to find in correct editions of the Greek or 
Latin Classics, a great number of re>'ises will probably 
be necessary, and therefore it seems to me hardly 
practicable to print the book at Edinburgh within 
any reasonable time; I, who must be the ultimate 
corrector of the press, residing in London ; it is there- 
fore extremely to be wished that some printer resident 
here could be employed." 

After an interval of more than two years, Lord 
Glenbervie, writing from Pheasantry, Tedding, on 25th 
November 1816, after stating that he had finished 
his collations of the MSS. and Editions of Virgil, says 
that he was " almost in a state to begin printing it, but 
as my plan is to give all Gavin Douglas' extant works, 
I have still to collate his poem called the Palace of 
Honour, and that ascribed to him also, called King 
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Hart, and also to write out the introductory 
historical and critical discourse on his life and writ- 
ings which I mean to prefix, and considerably to 
enlarge Huddiman's glossary to his edition. Till this 
is done therefore I should be unwilling that the 
printing of the text of his Virgil should be begun." 

Thus, after ten years labour, it may be said that 
the projected edition fell to the ground, although much 
had been done by Lord Glenbervie to ensure the 
greatest possible accuracy in his text, while his account 
of the family of Douglas, which he proposed to pre- 
fix, would no doubt have been in the highest degree 
valuable. 

In reference to the present Edition it may be proper 
to state that it was undertaken to form one of a series 
of the works of the early Scottish Poets in course of 
issue by the present Publisher; and it follows the 
works of Dunbar, Henryson, and Lyndsay, edited by 
Mr David Laing. 

In Volume I. — ^which contains the minor works of 
the author, viz. : The Palace of Honour, King Hart, 
and Conscience — the first of these. The Palace of 
Honour has been reprinted from the Edinburgh 
Edition of 1559, careftilly collated with the First 
edition, printed at London in 1553. The other poems. 
King Hart and Conscience, have been carefully 
collated with the originals preserved in the Lauder- 
dale MS. in the Pepysian Library, Cambridge, and 
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the Editor's thanks are due to the Fellows of Magdalen 
College for the facilities they aflforded for this pur- 
pose. 

In Volumes II. -IV. — which contain the author's best 
known work, the translation of the -^neid of Vir- 
gil — the text has been derived from the Elphynstoun 
MS. in the Library of the University of Edinburgh. 
This valuable MS. so nearly resembles the MS. 
belonging to the Libraryof Trinity College, Cambridge, 
(which was edited by Mr George Dundas, afterwards 
Lord Manor, for the Bannatyne Club), that it was 
thought desirable to use it for the text rather than to 
reprint the Cambridge MS. In this way some 
advantage has been gained; a new MS. has been 
printed, and various readings have been given of 
passages which are difficult to follow. 

In the Biographical sketch of Bishop Douglas, use 
has been made of information derived from Canon 
Myln's ' Vitse Episcoporum Dunkeldensium,' the life 
by Bishop Sage prefixed to Kuddiman's well-known 
edition of the Translation of Virgil, and the elegant 
life and criticisms on the works of Douglas by the 
late Dr Irving. Many letters and papers, however, 
have been inserted which are printed from trans- 
cripts of the originals preserved in the British 
Museum, the Kolls House, London, and the General 
Kegister House, Edinburgh. Of these one or two 
are given in the original Latin, as they are printed 
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for the first time, others, which are accessible in the 
" EpistolsB Regum Scotorum " and Theiner's " Vetera 
Monumenta," have been translated. 

The Glossary has been prepared with care, and 
besides older authorities, the chief sources of informa- 
tion have been Dr Jamieson*s well known Scottish 
Dictionary, the excellent works by Halliwell and 
Wright on English Archaic words, various Glossaries 
of the Dialects of the North of England, and the 
most recent French, Anglo-Saxon, Danish and 
Icelandic Dictionaries. As the Glossary has been made 
very comprehensive, comparatively few explanations 
of difficult words or passages are given in the Notes 
appended to each volume. 

In conclusion, the Editor has to offer his warmest 
acknowledgements to Dr Charles Wilson, James 
Eichardson, Esq., Advocate, and the late Professor 
William Stevenson, D.D., by whose encouragement 
the work now finished was undertaken, and who 
throughout have taken the greatest interest in its 
progress. To the Eev. Walter W. Skeat, he is much 
indebted for a thorough revisal of the text of King 
Hart^ at the Pepysian Library, Magdalen College, 
Cambridge, and for several valuable notes on the 
Palace of Honour, and on the greater part of the 
Glossary, which he carefully read. 

To the following gentlemen, who have furnished 
the Editor with valuable assistance— David Laing, 
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Esq., LL.D., John Stuart, Kstj., LL.D., tlie Rev. R. 
Demaus, London, the Rev. Professor Dickson, Ghis- 
gow, the Rev. Thomas Dickson, General Register 
House, Edinburgh, the Rev. Professor Mitchell, St 
Andrews, Andrew Gillman, Esq., London, and Mr 
James Gordon, of the University Library, his best 
acknowledgements are also due. 



University of Edinburgh, 
Ist January 1874. 
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BIOGKAPHICAL INTRODUCTIOK 




' HE family of Douglas produced so many 
men connected with the leading events 
in the history of Scotland that there 
was a popular rhyme : — 

^* So many, so good as of the Donglasses hare been. 
Of one surname were neV in Scotland seen/* 

Like most of the old Scottish families, the origin 
of the Douglases has been carried back to very 
ancient, if not to fabulous times. Their chroniclers, 
however, agree that Sholto, chief of the Brigantes, 
was the first who took the name of Douglas, about 
the year A.D. 767. The legeud is, that Solvathius, 
king of Scotland, having been attacked by Donald 
Bane, a bloody battle ensued. The king's army 
were beginning to give way, when Sholto with 
his son Hugh and followers arrived, and made sucH 
a furious onset upon the rebel army that Donald 
Bane was slain and his army scattered. Hume 

a 
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,; ;.*.^ ; *. **of Godscroft adds: — ''The king being desirous to 
know of his Lieatenants the ptftieulan isi the 
fight, and inquiring for the author of so Taliant 
an act, the noblenuui being there in person, answer 
was made unto the king in the Irish tcMigne (which 
was then only in use) Sholto Du Glasse, that is to 
say, Behold jon black, gray man, pointing at him 
with the finger, and designing him by his colour and 
complexion, without more ceremony or addition of 
titles of honour. The king, considering his service 
and merit in preserving his crown, and delighted 
with that homely designation, rewarded him royally 
with many great lands, and imposed upon himself the 
name of Douglas, which hath continued with his 
posterity until this day."* 

According to Greorge Chalmers, this distinguished 
house, long the rival of royalty, dates from a period 
no further back than the year 1170. Arnold, who 
was Abbot of Kelso from 1147 to 1160, granted some 
lands on Duglasf Water in Lanarkshire, " Theobaldo 
Flamatico," to Theobald the Fleming, and his heirs. 
As this grant of Arnold to Theobald is the first 
link in the chain of title deeds to Douglasdale, this 
family, says Chalmers, must therefore relinquish their 
original domain, or acknowledge their Flemish origin. 
The branch of the family from which Bishop 
Gavin Douglas was descended was that of William, 
first Earl of Douglas, whose son George (by Margaret 
Stewart, Countess of Angus and Mar) in 1389 had a 
grant of his mother's Earldom of Angus, and after- 
wards married the youngest daughter of King Robert 

• History of House of Dong. p. 3. f Duglas means Black Water, 
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III. The fifth Earl in succession/ and the father of 
the Poet, was Archibald, sumamed from a well known 
incident in Scottish history " Bell the Cat," but gene- 
rally styled the Great Earl of Angus. This Earl had 
four sons by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Robert, 
Lord Boyd, Lord High Chamberlain of Scotland ; viz., 
George, Master of Angus, Sir William Douglas of 
Glenbervie, Gravin, Bishop of Dunkeld, and Archi- 
bald Douglas of Ealspindy. 

The place of Gavin's birth has not been ascer- 
tained. The powerful family to which he belonged 
had extensive estates in several of the counties of 
Scotland, and one of his biogriq^hers remarks that the 
place of his birth might have been the Castle of 
Douglas in Lanarkshire, Tantallon Castle in East 
Lothian, Dudhope in the district of Angus and 
neighbourhood of Dundee, or Abernethy in Strath- 
earn, in all which places the Earls of Angus had 
residences. The date of his birth was the end of 
the year 1474, or the beginning of 1475. 

Of his early years little is known. It has been 
stated that his father was very careful of his educa- 
tion, and caused him to be instructed at home in the 
liberal arts and sciences. But if it be true that old 
* Bell-the-Cat ' gave 

« Thanks to Saint Bothan, son of mine, 
Save Gawain, ne'er coidd pen a line—'' f 

then the progress of the youthful Gavin must have 
been due in a great measure to his own natural talent 
for acquiring knowledge. At that period it was not 

• According to Hume of Godscroft, the sixth. 
t Marmion, canto vi. 15. 
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uuusual for the youth of the higher classes to be sent 
to monasteries to be instructed by learned monks^ 
among whom, it may be mentioned, Ferrerius, who 
taught in the Abbey of Kinloss, was one of the 
most learned men of his time in Scotland. 

The Universities of Glasgow and St Andrews were 
the only two then existing in Scotland, and the latter 
was the one selected for the completion of the educa- 
tion of the youthful Poet In the Registers of the 
University of St Andrews his name occurs in the 
lists of Incorporati, or those who were matriculated in 
the year 1489. The usual course, then as now, 
extended over four years, and was devoted to the 
study of philosophy, including rhetoric, dialectics, 
ethics, and physics. In the middle of the third 
year students were allowed to present themselves 
as candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts ; 
and for this purpose those who had completed or 
determined their course of study during the course 
of the trivium, were called DeterminarUeSy such as 
acquitted themselves satisfactorily being confirmed 
as Bachelors by the Dean of Faculty. The LicerUiati 
were a class further advanced, and denoted that they 
were prepared to take their Master's Degree. For 
obtaining this a more extended examination took 
place before they were laureaied, or received the title 
of Master of Arts, which qualified them to teach the 
seven liberal Arts.* 

Douglas seems to have enjoyed the advantage of 
a full curriculum, as his name occurs among the De- 
terminantes in 1492, and among the Licentiati or 

* Knox's Works, by D. Laing, vol. i., p. 565. 
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Masters of Arts in 1494. This extended course of 
study, from 1489 to 1494, is perhaps to be explained 
by the circumstance that he was intended for the 
Church ; and as, by a law of king James I., no one 
could become a Canon or Prebendary in any Cathedral 
or College Church unless he were a Bachelor in 
the Canon Law or had taken a Degree in Theology, 
he felt it necessary to improve himself in learning 
in order to obtain any preferment in his pro- 
fession. Bishop Sage thinks it not improbable that 
he was encouraged and incited to a diligent pursuit 
of his studies by the example of his sovereign, James 
IV., who was only two years his senior ; and that, 
after finishing his course of studies at home, he went 
abroad that he might further improve himself by con- 
versation with great and learned men, and by ob- 
servation of the laws and customs of other countries.* 
Shortly after leaving the University he entered 
into priest's orders, and, with his high family connec- 
tion, he did not wait long for preferment. In 1496 
he had a grant of the teinds of Monymusk in Aber- 
deenshire. In the Record known as the Eegistrum 
Secreti Sigilli, the following entry occurs : — " Lettre 
for Master Gawane of Douglas. — A Lettre direct to 
Schireffis in that pairt to charge thaim to command in 
the Kingis naim the Lord Forbess, Duncan Forbess, 
and Duncanis wife to liaf na intromitting with the 
teyndis of Monymusk perteyning to Master Gawane 
of Douglas, and to charge the parochinaris to obey 
to the said Master Gawane in the paying to him and 

* Warton states that there is undoubted proof that his education 
was finished at the University of Paris. — Hitt. of Eng. Poet., vol. iii. 
p. iii. 
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his factouris of the samyn tendis according to the 
Priouris lettresy and to summond the said personis to 
the xij day of October next to cum, etc. 

Ex deliberatione Dorainorum Concilii."* 
Two years later he obtained from the king a presenta- 
tion to the parsonage of Glenquhom when it should 
become vacant by the resignation of Sir Alex. Symson. 
He also became Parson of Lynton and Rector of 
Hauch, now known as Prestonkirk, but at what date 
is uncertain. 

This last preferment has been frequently misunder- 
stood by his biographers. Canon Myln, in his " Vit« 
Episcoporum Dunkeldensium " where he mentions 
Gavin Douglas, styles him Rector de Hawche. By 
misreading this word, Bishops Sage and Keith state 
that he was Rector of Heriot, a parish sixteen miles 
south of Edinburgh. Later writers supposed it 
to signify Hawick in Teviotdale. We are indebted, 
however, to Dr Laing for the true reading of the 
original MS. which is Hawche, an ancient synonym 
of Linton or Prestonhaugh, better known now as 
Prestonkirk, near Dunbar. This is borne out by the 
earliest MS., of his Translation of Virgil, where he 
is expressly styled, " Provest of Sanct Geylys Kyrk 
in Edinburgh, and Person of Lyntoun in Lothian." t 

• Reg. Mag. Sig., vol. i., fol. 16. 

t In 1342 the church of Linton or Prestonkirk was annexed to 
the collegiate church of Dunbar. In the subsequent appointment 
of Douglas by the Pope as Bishop of Dunkeld in 1516, he was for- 
mally allowed to retain his former promotions, ** una cum reten- 
tione beneficiorum, viz., Propositure de Edinburgh et Prebende de 
Dunbar," »ee post p. liii. In his will reference is. made to teinds 
due to Ixim from Aberlady and Preston, while there is no men- 
tion of Hawick. Sir John Ireland was Parson of Halch in 1423, 
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The present church of Prestonkirk is built on ati 
obviously ancient site, slightly elevated above the 
alluvial haugh-land on the northern bank of the 
Tyne, and at a distance of half-arinile from the linn 
or fall of the river where the modem village of Linton 
is situated. It is probable thai at an early date there 
may have been a chapel at Linton as well as at the 
Haugh : hence the alternation of the names of Lyn- 
toun and Haugh in ecclesiastical records may have had 
its origin in the different description of tithes pay- 
able from the two places to the pluralist incumbent. 

The right of presentation to this church in ancient 
times was attached, as it is still, to the barony of 
Hailes, which, before 145], belonged to the £arl of 
Douglas. It then passed into the hands of Hepburn, 
the first Lord Hailes, whose son was an adherent of 
the Boyds ; and as a daughter of this house was 
mother of Gavin Douglas, his early presentation to 
the parsonage and rectory was not unnatural. 

In the retour of the barony of Hailes in 1652 in 
favour of George, Earl of Winton, there is included 
^* advocatioun of the Church of Hauche, called the 
Prebendarie of Linton." ♦ 

It was about the year 1501 that Douglas was ap- 
pointed Dean or Provost of the Collegiate Church of 
St Giles in Edinburgh. This church, which was on 
a more extensive scale than any other of the kind in 

when a suit was heard in Purliament regarding his right of Pas- 
turage in the Moor of Preston. — Ckai'tei's of the Coll, Church of St. 
Gilei, p. xxxiii 

* Inquis. Ret. Haddington, No. 233. This interesting informa- , 
tion with reference to Hawche has been supplied by the Rev. John 
Strutbers, minister of Prestonpans. 
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the country except the Chapel-Royal at Stirling, sup- 
ported a Provost, a Curate, sixteen Prebendaries, and 
seven other officers, on the original foundation, to 
which was superadded a vast number of altars and 
chaplainries, some of them richly endowed.* The 
appointment placed him in a situation of dignity and 
emolument, and he appears to have retained along 
with it his other benefice. While he filled these less 
elevated stations, he devoted himself to literature, 
and began to compose those works which have 
rendered his name famous. In his allegorical poem. 
The Palice of Honour, finished in 1501, he con- 
cludes with a poetical address to King James lY., 
in which, with what may be called false modesty, he 
refers to his own " vulgair ignorance,", and says, — 

^^ Ressaue this roustie ruraJl rebaldrie 
lAikand cunning, fra thi puir leige vnleird.^' t 

This, Dr Laing thinks with much probability, may 
have induced the king to bring the author from his 
rural occupations, when the opportunity presented 
itself, to the more congenial atmosphere of a city. The 
precise date of his appointment is uncertain ; but in the 
Treasurer's accounts it appears that the sum of nine 
shillings was paid on the 11th of March 1502-3, to 
John Ireland, Vicar of Perth, "for writing oflF the 
citations and letters on Maister Gawin Douglas, 
Prowest of Sanct Gelis Kirk.'' J 

Between the period when he received his preferment 
to St Giles', and 1513, when the disastrous battle of 

* Lee's History of the Church of Scotland, vol. i. p. 47. 

t See p. 81. X Historical Notices of St Giles* Church, p. xxxiv 
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Flodden was fought, the notices of Douglas are very- 
scanty. Several deeds signed by him as a witness 
while he was Provost have been discovered, and on 
one or two occasions the Provost of St Giles* Church 
is recorded as having been present at meetings of 
the Lords of Council.* We are, therefore, left to con- 
jecture that he was either too busy with his literary 
labours to give much attention to public business; 
or that he was travelling abroad, and making in- 
terest for himself at the Court of Rome, which then 
interfered with the bestowal of all ecclesiastical 
dignities. 

It seems probable that at this period he translated 
Ovid, a performance which is now lost, but which must 
have helped to render such work the more easy to 
him, for in January 1512, he began the translation of 
Virgil, and finished this, the best known of his writ- 
ings, in July 1513. 

• Whilst Provost of St. Giles, Gavin Douglas seems to have taken 
much interest in the due celebration of the religious services of 
that church, as we find that on the 17th of February 1511, he, 
along with the Prebendaries, having taken into consideration that 
the mass of the Most Holy Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ had 
been omitted to be solemnized on that day, bound themselves in 
order to guard against any such omission in future, to have that 
mass celebrated every fourth week day, under a penalty of 2d 
payable by each Prebendary failing to attend on a week day, and 
of 4d. for every such failure on a feast day, and in the event of 
the mass not being celebrated at all, they bound themselves to 
pay by way of fine, one merk to the common good of the 
fraternity of the Holy Blood. — Cluiriers of St. CHles, Edin., p. Ixxx. 

In September 1512 Master Gavane Douglas, Provost of Sanct 
Gelis Kirk, was one of a great Assize when an Act was passed anent 
** the resset of Rebellis, and Personis being at our souerane Lordis 
home." 
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The first honour he received after this literary feat 
was the freedom of the City of Edinburgh, which 
was conferred upon him without charge. On the 
30th of September, 1513, the Town Council records 
bear—" Ult° Sept. j" v* xiij° Archibald Dowglass, Erll 
of Anguis, Prouest ; ane Priest made Bwrgess, Magister 
Gavinus Dowglass Prepositus Ecclesie CoU^iate Beati 
Aegidii hujusmodi Burgi effectus est Burgensis pro 
communi bono ville, gratis." 

This honour, it has been surmised, may have been 
conferred in compliment to his father, who was Provost 
of the City, but it may quite as probably have been 
due to his literary fame. It is well known that at a 
somewhat later period, the Town Council of Edin- 
burgh not only gave the freedom of the City to Ben 
Jonson, when he came to visit Drummond of Haw- 
thomden, but entertained him at a "bancquett," 
which cost, according to the Treasurer's books, tua 
hundreth, tuenty-ane pund, sex schillings, and four 
pennyis.* 

The year 1513, when the Battle of Flodden was 
fought, was an eventful one for Gavin Douglas. His 
father, the old Earl of Angus, had prudently advised 
King James IV. not to enter into battle with the 
English. He found, however, his counsels disregarded, 
and left the field. His eldest son, George, Master of 
Angus, and his second son. Sir Wm. Douglas of 
Glenbervie, were killed along with their Sovereign. 
The Earl, hearing of the fatal issue, retired to St 
Mains, a religious house in Galloway, where he died 
of grief in the beginning of 1514. 

• Proceedings of Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, vol. iii. p. 206. 




^While Queen Margaret was in great distress after 
Eheloss of her husband, Gavin Douglas, as the Provost 
of St Giles' Kirk, was one of the Lords of Council ap- 
pointed, with one or two others, to remain daily with 
her, for the purpose of ^ving her comfort and advice 
in the trying circumstances in which slie was placed. 
ArcMhald, son of George, Master of Angus, who 
now succeeded to the Earldom, was remarkable for liis 
personal comeliness, and for his ambitious spirit. 
Although a youth he was already a widower, having 
been, according to the evil custom of the time, married 
ill his childhood. Tliis young nobleman attracted 
tlie attention of Queen Margaret, the youthful widow 
of Jainea IV. and sister of Henry VIII. of England, who 
had been appointed Regent of Scotland during the 
minority of her son James V. The Queen encouraged 
his addresses, and was furnished by Lord Drammond 
with an excuse for following her inclination, on hia 
representing how much she required the aid of the 
powerful Douglas clan and their allies to aid the 
English party in Scotland against the Duke of Albany 
and the French faction. Without waiting for the 
general consent of the nation, she was married to him 
on the Gth of August 1 5 H (hardly eleven months after 
the death of James IV.)at oneof the altars in the ohnrch 
of KinnouU, by the Earl's near relation, John Drum- 
mond. Parson of Kinnoull and Dean of Dunblane.* 



Bti 



By thit marriaga she bod a. daughter, Lady Margaret Douglas, 
in 1615, wbu nuuried Mnttbew, rotirtb Earl of Lemiox, whose 
Lord Dumley, huiband of Queon Mary, was father of King 
Juam VI. ; oonaequently the Rojol Family of Oreat Britain darive 
their descent from this Jady. Her tomh, nenr thnt of her daughter- 
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From the intimate connection which existed be- 
tween the Queen and his family, Douglas now hoped 
for speedy preferment, and everything seemed to 
favour his views. 

In the Battle of Flodden many warlike ecclesiastics 
were slain along with the King. Among them were 
the youthful Archbishop of St Andrews, Alexander 
Stewart,* the king's natural son, a man of very pro- 
mising talents, who also held the Abbacies of Aber- 
brothock and Dunfermline, together with the Priory 
of Coldingham; George Hepburn, Bishop of the 
Isles ; the Abbots of Kilwinning, InchaflFray, Cambus- 
kenneth, Glenluce, with many others. While there 
were thus many rich benefices vacant, Douglas was, 
about June 1 1514, appointed by the Queen, Abbot of 
Aberbrothock, and he aspired to still higher pre- 
ferment. 

Although the Scottish kings had maintained their 
prerogative of appointing persons chosen by them- 
selves to vacant Sees and Abbacies, the consent of 
the Pope was an indispensable form to complete an 
election. With so many vacancies to be filled up, it 
is not surprising that warm contests and intrigues 
should have arisen concerning them, not only in Scot- 
land, but at the Court of Kome. 

The Queen wrote the following letter to the Pope, 
requesting the confirmation of her appointment of 
Douglas to the Abbacy : — 

in-law, Mary, Queen of Scots, forms one of the most interesting 
monuments in Westminster Abbey. 

« Educated under the celebrated Erasmus. 

t His name as ** Postulat of Arbroth " appears in the Sederunt of 
the Lords of Council of 2d June 1514. 
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To Leo X,, IJie Svpreiiie I'viiliji'. 
L Meat holy Father, blessed governor of the Church. 
Among the beneficea now vacaQt in this kingdom, which we 
have often recommended your Holiness to confer upon pei- 
Bons nouiinated by us according to the apostolic privileges 
conferred upon ub to that effect, ie the Abbey of St Thomas 
the Martyr of Aberbrothock, of the Beuedictine order, in 
the diocese of St Andrews, which Abbey ia designated for 
a man highly acceptable to us, Mr Gavin Douglas, foremost 
in rank among the nobles of this kingdom, second to none 
in hterature and morals, who already presides over the 
Monastery by our ordinary authority a» Oeconomus, [or 
administrator of its revenues] nor would bis family pennit 
him to be deprived of that office; iu fact his extrusion could 
only be acconipUahed by superior force, or if accomplished 
at aU, could only be so at no small risk. On that acuount, 
Holy Father, we again and again entreat that, shewing 
special favour to the man above mentioned, who is worthy 
not only of the Abbacy, but of the highest ecclesiastical 
authority, eveu the Primacy, you would favourably incline 
to our request and recommendation in his behalf, and grant 
to him the Monastery designed for him, and commit the sauie 
to his care and administration, until you liuve elevated him 
to higher ecclenasiical preferment. This we earnestly en- 
treat, and have taken upon us to beg from the clemency of 
your Holiness. Holy Father, farewell, &c.* 

On the 5tb of August, the day before her marriage 
with the Earl of Angus, the Queen wrote, in the name 
of her infant son, Jiune^ V., to the Pope, intimating 
the appointments necessary to be made to till up the 
vacant Sees. 

To Leo X. Ae Sa/ireiiie Pontiff. 

Host holy Father, blessed Governor of the Ciiurch : 

We have repeatedly, though in vain, written to you, that 

- FromnriK. in Bpirt, Reg. Stnt,, vol. i., p, ]S3. 
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as the Roman Pontiffs in granting letters appointing to 
▼aoancies in Cathedrals and Abbeys have been accus- 
tomed to wait till they received the requests of other kings 
and princes, that persons suitable for the respective king- 
doms and faithful to the sovereign might be selected, 
they granted not merely by verbal obligation, but by 
bulls, a delay of eight months to the kings of Scotland 
and their descendants, on account of the sentiments of 
sincere devotion and firm fidelity, which they, in critical 
emergencies, have shown to the Roman Church. By 
these obligations and bulls the pontiffs were to confer 
and promote to sees and benefices exceeding in value 200 
ducats according to the royal request ; as in former years 
the then Pontiff Julius did not appoint to sees even when 
vacant by death within the city of Rome, without consider- 
ation of the letters of the king our father ; and for having 
received benefits from his son, our late dearest father, he 
conceded in return the royal privileges. And we having 
formerly written to your Holiness when our most serene 
deceased father, most dutiful to the holy See, was prema- 
turely taken away from us, and we, whilst an infant of one 
year old — still, in fact, in our cradle, — ^being called to the 
crown by the nobles of the kingdom, then particularly 
needed your protection, that entering upon the govern- 
ment in our infancy we might the more peaceably and 
securely reign. This result would be greatly promoted by 
conferring the sees and benefices that may become vacant 
in this kingdom on persons selected by us. For the greater 
sees and benefices cannot, consistently with our own safety 
and that of our kingdom, be conferred on persons different 
from those nominated by our sovereign authority ; because 
the ecclesiastical order, the first estate of the kingdom, is 
so superior to the others, that Prelates and Abbots, our 
chief counsellors, enjoy the highest offices of the govem- 
ment; and the greatest weight in the deliberations on affairs 
of state, and the custody of the royal person belongs to the 
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Archbishop of St Andrews by ancient custom, as the king 
our grandfather, when quite an infant, and in circumstances 
of much peril, having been intrusted to the charge of *the 
then Archbishop of St Andrews, was thus enabled to enjoy 
a long and happy life and reign. From considerations of 
this kind it follows that not only the presence of an Arch- 
bishop, but even his zealous services are due and necessary 
alike to a youthful sovereign and to the kingdom. And since 
your Holiness had frankly declared in briefs delivered to ub 
by your envoy Balthazar on 4th October 1513, that your 
Holiness would be wanting in no effort necessary to promote 
the quiet of the kingdom and the dignity and advantage of the 
Royal infant and the Queen his mother; therefore we implore 
you in the most urgent manner, by your paternal goodness 
to your son, for the sake of the qidet of the kingdom, and 
especially by your regard for our safety, that our foster 
father, the present bishop of Aberdeen,* a prelate distin- 
guished for judgment and experience, be transferred to the 
Archbishopric of St Andrews ; that George, Abbot of 
Holyrood, of the order of St Augustine, be appointed bishop 
of Aberdeen ; that Patrick, Abbot of Cambuskenneth of the 
same order and diocese, be promoted to the Abbey of 
Holyrood ; that the foresaid Abbacy of Cambuskenneth be 
given, ad commendam^ for life, to the reverend father, 
Andrew, Bishop of Caithness ; and that the other monas- 
teries be given in terms of our letters, as follows, in this 
manner, Arbroath to Gavin Douglas, Dunfermline to 
James Hepburn, Inchaffrey to Alexander Stewart, Glenluce 
to the Bishopof Argyle,Coldingham to David Hume, who are 
among the chief nobility of the kingdom. If your Holiness 
do this, and preserve the privileges of our ancestors to us, 
still but a royal minor, you will not only lead us to consider 
that from our earliest infancy we have been under great 
obligations to the Holy See and your Holiness, but you will 
give consolation to the Kingdom now mourning the loss of 

• William Elphinstone. 
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the late King, and will do much to restore it to a position 
that will eiable it to acquire glory and reputation. For 
our Parliament lately came to a resolution that a contrary 
course could not be tolerated in an emergency like the 
present, when king, kingdom, and privileges were alike 
imperilled, and all here have come to the conclusion that 
we can as little dispense ¥rith our beloved Archbishop 
recommended by us, as consent to the dismemberment and 
partition of the kingdom. Wherefore we earnestly entreat 
that your Holiness will grant our prayer, and will favour- 
ably receive the letter of an infant king, and grant this 
favour, which at an advanced age we may the more amply 
repay in that deference to your See which has characterized 
the Kings of Scotland, and your Holiness will render us a 
most devote son to you by your benefits conferred on us, 
who will endeavour to repay such personally, and by our 
influence with the kings our relatives. We bid your Holi- 
ness farewell From our town of Perth the 5th of August 
1514.* 

Aberbrothock or Arbroath, the most valuable of 
the Scottish Abbeys, had been held in commendam by 
George Hepburn, Bishop of the Isles ; but although 
Douglas was postulated to it, and signed letters and 
papers under this designation, his nomination, as will 
be seen by the sequel, was never completed. 

With his nephew married to the Queen Eegent, it 
might naturally be expected that Gavin would have 
thus met with little interruption in his advancement to 
the highest dignities of the Church. Far diflFerent, 
however, was the result. This precipitate match was 
the cause of troubles and vexations to him which 
were only terminated by his early death. 

The Scottish nobility were filled with indignation 

* From orig. in Epist. Reg. Scotorum, vol. i., p. 197. 
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at the prominence of the Earl of Angus, and bruaUly 
Gtated that the Earl, as the head of the house of 
Angus, waa ah'eady great, that the Queen's marrying 
him bad made him greater still, and that, if her 
authority as Regent were to be continued, her hus- 
band's power would be eo excessive as to endanger 
the peaoe and safety of Scotland. An indication of 
the popular feeling is given in a contemporary Diary, 
where it is stated that "all the court was rewlit by 
the Erie of Angus, Mr Gawin Dowglaas, and the 
Drummonds, but nocht Weill." 

On the 18th September 1514, about a month after 
the marriage, Gavin appeared at a meeting of the 
Lords of Council and gave in a commission in his 
favour from the Queen " to compear for her in Dun- 
fermline, and except against the Lords of Council, 
and make protestations and appeal in her behalf, 
and do everything needful for her." And much 
she needed his assistance ; for at the same meeting 
the Lords resolved that the Duke of Albany be 
sent for as Governor of Scotland, and declared that 
the Queen, by her marriage with the Earl of Angus, 
h^id "tynt the office of Tatrix to the King her son, 
and Bhall cease from using the same in time coming, 
and shall not intromit with any matters pertaining 
to the crown." The general dissatisfaction was ao 
strong that the Lords of Council sent the Lord Lyon- 
king-at-arms to inform Angus, that he must forthwith 
appear before the Lords to answer for his boldness 
ia marrying the Queen without their assent and 
mendatiou. 
n the Lord Lyon. Sii- William Cummin^;, went 
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into the royal presence to deliver officially the sum- 
mons, he found the Queen supported by her spouse 
and his maternal grandsire, Lord Drummond. He de- 
manded to be ailmitted, not to the presence of the 
reigning sovereign, but simply to "my lady Queen, the 
mother of his Grace our King." This, says Miss Strick- 
land, was a terrible dereliction, the fruits of her recent 
deposition by the Council. It produced great irrita- 
tion among the Queen *s partisans ; so much so, that 
when the herald approached the Earl of Angus to 
announce that he was summoned before the National 
.Council, Lord Drummond gave him a box on the 
ear.* 

These proceedings indicate a condition of great an- 
archy in Scotland. The Queen retired to Stirling 
and Perth, while the Parliament ruled at Edinburgh. 
She trusteil tliat her brother, Henry VIII. (who was 
quite complacent at his sister's marriage), would aid 
her in establishing her failing power ; she was at 
the same time anxious for an opportunity of being 
revengod on the Lords of the Scottish Council, who had. 
stopped her dower-rents, and almost went the length, 
of treating her and her supporters as rebels. 

An act was committed at this time, designed 
apparently with the twofold purpose of shewing 
contempt for the authority of the Lords of Council, 
and promoting the advancement of Gavin Douglas. 
James Beaton, Archbishop of Glasgow, and Lord 
Chancellor of the kingdom, had expressed his strong 
disapproval of the second marriage of the Queen. 
He was now summarily arrested at Perth by the 

♦ Queens of Scotland, vol. i., p. 107. 



BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. XIX 

Earl of Angus, and deprived of the Great Seal of 
Scotland, which was then handed over by the Earl to 
the keeping of his uncle Gavin Douglas. 

On the 21st September the minutes of the Lords of 
Council bear — "The Lords ordains that a letter be 
written under the King's Signet requiring Gavin, 
Postulat of Arbroth, to deliver the keyis of the Grete 
Sele fra him to James, Archbishop of Glasgow, 
Chancellor; " and further, " The Lords decretis that the 
Clerk of Eegister sail deliuer fra him the Grete Sele 
to my Lord Archbishop of Glasgow, Chancellor, 
because the samyn was taken fra him vnorderlie." 

Notwithstanding these minutes which, considering 
the circumstances, seem rather mildly worded, the 
" Postulat " retained the title of Chancellor for several 
months. On the 14th of November of the same year 
his name occurs appended to a state paper as 
** Gawinus CancellariiLs" 

To add to the confusion, Henry VIIL now claimed 
the office of Protector or Governor of Scotland, and 
on the 14th of November letters were sent by the 
Lords of Council to the Pope denying any right or 
title of the king of England to such an office. 

The letters were to the eflFect that the Lords " are 
informed that the king of England makes his writing 
to the See of Eome, calling himself Protectour and 
Govemour of Scotland, which are not founded on 
veritie ; certifying to his Holiness and the College of 
Cardinals that the said king of England, nor none of 
his predecessors, was ever Protectour and Gouernour 
of Scotland, and they neuer consented thereto, nor will 
euer admit him to the same / and therefore beseech 
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hifi IIoIiij«**»ft aii'i Colk^ of Cardimk thst they an 
tut fjuth therrt^j. for iaich^wing tl^tvimi iiwwy ^ fnynfW 

tliAt rumy follow ttHrrrapoD.*' 

H«'iin% finding it impomUe to iiruige mttcfB 
faiounihly for his sisters interest in Sooliaiid, at last 
t'lHlfavourHJ to persuade her to eonvcr hendf and 
Ikt youn^' sons to England. He veil knev haw 
much Si'otljuid would be injoied by the dcceotion of 
Ich M»vrn«ipi in England, as had happened in the case 
of I>avid II. and James L This sdieme was pro- 
inot^'tl hy Adam Williamson, a Scottish eoclesiasticy 
in till* employment of Lord Dacre, Waiden of the 
Kn^'lihli Marches, as a confidential oitoj in the 
Kii^liHh int4'n*8t at the Court of H«iiy. WiOiamsoB 
uiMsl fill liiM endeavours to gain the Queen's consent^ 
and also strove to obtain the coK)peratioD of GaTin 
iKitiglaM in the matter. To Maigaret he held out 
till* proh|N*"t that her son mi^t be declared heir- 
nppan*iit to the English throne ; to Douglas was dis- 
play lul tlt(* pronuM* of whatever Scottish benefices he 
plijMiul through the influence of Henry at the Court 
of IC«iine. 

W'llliainNoiiV lott'Ors to Douglas and the Queen are 

fib follow 

At/titn Williamson to Gavin Douglas. 

/ Af* #* thf frffnt Irffrr that 1 atnd in Scotland tritk Sckir 
Jfimm )'»<//m, SeaYtartf to the Quene. 

M \ I .•»«!», iyfu^v all ilew rccommendacioun please yt you 
«.. % »i.1cM*l<»»i,| ihM( ^,n iho ftocond day off Nouembre, on 
H I. Uo I p»i*niH>H iho Qimnow lottrc to the Kynggis Grace 
'»rt > ii|)t<Mi.(. hyiv ,|o,^| hrothor, I haffe sollidted the 
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Queiija maUiriB with tlie Kyng and hys Lordys uf Consell 
with tlie mooat (iiligena that vaa poaaible to me to do. 1 
found euer hie Grace and hia CoiiBeU nerlj inteirly sutt to 
the Hyngaler veil and deffens off hia sister the Qiieae and 
hiH derest neroiH the Kyug aui) the Prince uf Scotlitnd. 
The Kyng and his Conaeil pereewitht by the Quunys Itltris 
sent to hym that she and hirchyildryn and hir himlirrod the 
Earl of Angus beyn in gret danger and [yke to be loBsyt by 
the iuCim]eB the rebell Lurdie off Scotland withowt his help 
and biiccoUTB wiche var to his gret dyahonour. My Lord, I 
ensor you the Eynggis ConBell has settyu of tcr to take good 
dyreccion for the well off the Quene and hyr childryii and 
husband than for any other mater sen my fyrst comyng iu 
to Yngloud. The Kyng and his Consell has Bent now «ens 
Cristmes ao vyase clerk oil his Gonnell, and me also to the 
Lord Dacre. and has ohargytt the said l^rd Dacre on his 
alleginns to cousell, succour, and helps the Quen(i, hir chil- 
dryn aud hasbond to the vttemieat off his power, bijcawaae 
he is a notable vysse lord and nechtbour, aud off kyn to my 
Lord of Angus. The Kynggis Consell and the said Lord 
Dacre also thynkis nessesary and expedient to the Quene to 
avoid all ilangers off hir enimys to resort shortly to the 
marches of Ynglond with hir two sonys, the Kyng and the 
Prince off Scotland, and vytht hir husbond my Lord of 
Angus, othyr t« Carloil or to Penrytht, the m yd inarehis, or 
the eat mnrchis wher yt shall plcsse my Lord of Angus, aud 
ther to kep ther hussold with the Quene and hir sonys, the 
Kyng and tlie Priaoe ; and the Kynggis Grace her off I'ng- 
lond to fumyshe my Lord of iVngus nil thynggis necessary, 
niouy or men, Scottia or Yngles, or boytht, to subdeu the 
rebell I^rdis of Scotland ; for iff the Kyng shuld raysse his 
gret riall arme men void thynk that he void take the rewme 
off Scotland in his own handdia, wiche I knaw well he not 
entendytbt, bot ouly that bis newoisbeobeyyt, and that good 
justys be kepit in Scotland to ther profet [and] to the veil 
of the rewme of Scotland. YS the Queue and hir chyMryn 
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come in Ynglond for succour all Yngles men will ryse with 
hyr to the distruccioun off hir enimes, and the Kyng and 
his brother shall get the hartis off Yngles men, soo that if 
it happyn the Kyng to depart withowt yshew, his newoy 
the Kyng of Scotland shall succed to the crone off Ynglond, 
and off this shall come mor good and veil to bothe Ynglond 
and Scotland than tung can tell. Schir James can informe 
you in this mater to whome yee shall gyff credeus ; yff the 
Queue tack this vays and be rulyt be the consell of her derest 
brother off Ynglond, Scotland shall multiplie in grace and 
ryches, and iustys shall be kepyt ; and Frans shall neuer 
defeytht ts more, wich vas the detht of the King and off 
the Lorddis. The Frens men now mokis and scowmys 
Scottismen for ther labour. My Lord, wher can the 
Quene and hyr childryn be so sure as with the noble Kyng 
off Ynglond, hir brother and ther derest vnkyll ; yff he shuld 
not entrett them veil all the world void cry owt on hym, 
and also it war agens hym selff, wherfor lat not the Quene 
forsaik this gret and kynd offer off hyr derest brother the 
Kyng in no vysse, yff ye lowffe hir and your blood. And 
wher ye writ to me to haff a salff condyt, it nedis not, for 
yee or eny off youris may come and be welcome to the 
Kynggis grace of Ynglond as to the Castell off Dowglas ; 
how be yt ye shall [haf] a salfe condyt shortly. My Lord, I 
beseche you gyff credens to my writtyng, for yff I shulde 
dysymull with the Quene my mastres and suffrane, or with 
the Kyng my nateff prince, or with my Lord of Angusse, to 
whom all my frenddis beyn servanttis, or with your Lord- 
shipe my most synguler good Lord, it var vorthy that I 
war drawyu with vyld horss. I am come off a trew stok and 
shal be treu to al them that shall trust in me ; and in 
especial! to my suffrein the Quene, to your blood with the 
grace off owr Lord, who euer preserue you ; writtyn the 
XX day off Januarij. 

Tuus obsequentissimus familiarius, 

Adam Williamson. 
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My Lord Dacre has delyueryt to Schir James iij letteris 
wiche var direct to fals Panter the Sacrittary, wherin yee 
may see that Murray has gettyn the gift off all the best 
benifices of Scotland. Yff the Quene folow the Kynggis 
consell, as I haff vrittyn, Murray shal be prevyt a tratour, 
and yee shall haue what benefices that yee desyre in Scot- 
land. 

My Lord ewyn now wils I vas vrittyng this copy, thynk- 
kyng to haue vryttyn it ageyn in mundOy ther come a post 
to the Lord Dacre, and tuyk hym a letter from the Consell, 
wiche shewis that the Kyng of Frans is ded, and that the 
Duyk is on the see, wherfor it is nedf ul to mak hast iff ye 
thynk to saue the Quene and hir childryn, my Lord off 
Anguse, and your frenddis. * 

Adam Williamson to Gavin Douglas, 

This is the copy of the second lettre wryttyn to the said PoS' 
tulat off Arbrotht delyuer this day to Scotland, 

My Lord, — T haff rasey vyt a lettre from the Quenys Grace 
and iij other from your Lordshipe, with on masse off lettrid 
dyrect to Master Ihon Berry in Flandres the xxvj day off 
Januarij, wryttyn in Sanct Ihonston the xxij day off the 
same monetht ; And wher the Quenys Grace and yee 
wryttis that hyr Grace with hyr chyldryn and husbond 
cannot resort to the merchys off Ynglond acordyng to the 
desyre and consell off hyr derest brother the Kyng of Yng- 
lond, and hys vyse Consell, wiche studys for the only veil and 
suite of hys sister the Quene and her chyldryn his derest 
nevoys, I am ryght sory and voo therfor. I dred soyr that 
and the Quene and yee doo not efter the avysse and consell 

* Indorsed. 1515, 20 January, Adam Williamson. The K. of 
England's care of the K. of Scotts and the Q. his mother. My Lo. 
Dacres a notable wise man commanded to advise her. The K. of 
Scotts heire to the Crowne of England. MSS. Brit. Mus. Caligiila^ 
B. VI. fol. 113. 
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off the Kyug hyr derest brother it ghall twin hyr, byr 
chyldryn, and busbond to ower gret danger and preiudioe 
for euer ; I know veil that the Quene has no sore frenddya 
in Scotland bat only my Lord off Angus and hys familier 
aemanta ; as for the other Lorddis that takys hyr part now 
ther is no trust in them, bot to day a frend to mom a foo ; 
gyff the Quene be in danger and haff the veyker part they 
wyll leyff hyr, and than is to kyte to repent. My Lord, I 
beseyk you traist not to myche in your awn wytt, take the 
sure vay and leyff the vnsure. Yff the Quene, hyr chyldryn, 
and husbond com in Yngloud all the Lorddis off Scotland 
wilbe feyne to resort to hyr and to obey hyr, or ellys thei 
man nedis cheysse som other land to dwell in. The Kynggis 
entent is only, I knaw veil, that his sister and hyr husbond 
shalbe obeyyt in Scotland on to the tyme that his nevoys 
come to age, acordyng to ther faderis testament and wilL For 
Groddis Hack my Lord doo efter the Kynggis consell and yee 
canot doo amysse, I ensure you your own contremen wyll do 
with bym agens you. I knaw more than I dyd when Schir 
James vas heyr. Take good tent to my vorddis. I knaw 
welly it is trew that I say, thei labour agens you heyr ; preveyn 
them or yee bee vndoyn ; yff yee soo doo yee shall haff in 
Scotland what promocioun that it shall plesse you to haff, 
and Murray shidl be a sclayff as he begane. Yee writ that I 
haff not spokyn agens hym heyr ; yes, in good f eytht I 
haffe put hym in such dysfavour her with the Kyng and 
hys Consell that, and he be gottyn in Ynglond, he shall 
neuer profett hys frenddis, nor hurt his foys. Kemembyr 
my Lord that the Quene has put hyr and hyr chyldryn in 
your handdis ; yff yee folow the consell and ayysse off hyr 
brother the Kyng yee canott doo amysse, as I haue vryttyn 
afore, your blood is maid for euer. And yff yee doo iiie 
contrary she may cowrs the tyme that euer she mellyt with 
your blood. Yff the Quene and hyr chyldryn come in 
Inglond by gret possibilitie hys sonys salbe the grettest 
Scottis men that euer vas. I knaw mare than I will vritt in 
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this mater. I knaw veil that hjr coming in Yiiglond ahaJI 
be for the peq>etuall veil off boytht the rewmys, nnd 
Bpecially for the rewme off Scotlttnd, for irithowt this vaya 
tlier shall Deuer justice be kepyt in Scotknil, but it shal be 
a laud off ruliry, and oonie to fynall djstrucoion. Tff the 
Quena foreayk this kynd offer off hyr derest brother I fer 
tlial she BhaJl soyr repent heyreffter. Kemeiiibyr that heyr 
is vysdom, strentht, tionoiir, ryches to deffeod hyr ; in 
Scotland is pouerte, dysseyte, and vnaure frenddie not able 
to resyate. I enaureyou the Eyng of Ynglond is belowyt 
and dred off his Lorddis and sabiettis more than vos eaer 
enyof bys predyBaessurs insoshort tyme; tlierisno rewnie 
able to vithstond bys mnlye at this tyme, and vr her Ihat yee 
writ that yee bee susapect that ye will coine iu Ynglond, 
me thynk thatsbuldgyff you themoTOCcaaioii tooonie; who 
that says ageus you now wold say yff ye var in Ynglond 
that yee dyd vysly soo to doo. Ab for the devyase and maner 
off yoDr comyng, yff the Quene, my Lord of AnguB and yee 
specially agre therto, my Lord Dacrea wyll take upon hym 
to bryog you all sayff to Curleyll, under the forme and 
inaner aa he has wiittyn to you ; gyff ci-edena to hyro for your 
awn veil, I couueell yon ; aa for the masse of letteria directe 
to Master Ihon Berry in Flandres my Lord Docrea has send 
it vp by post with all dylygenee to the Kyng, and the 
lettre that yee vrat to me with all for the better eipedicion. 
f dowt not bot the Kynggia writtyiig for your promocion 
ahall be at Borne before the masse. As for the Kyng of 
Fraos he is deid without euy dowt ; it ia eomon her in 
euery maunys uioutht ; ther ia a monk come hedyr that waa 
ill Frana when he deydt. wiche was on new yerris day ; wher- 
for me thyok that yee ahuld mak hast for your owo auret<9 
juita illad Lucani — ■' Tolle mora-i, Kemper nocuiC diffsTTe 
paratis." Wher yee writ that ye ned not to fle the land, yee 
fie not the land but yee come for surte of the Kyng and hla 
modertheQwene, audoff yourself andfrcuddis, and for the 
vbU off all Scotlani). I dar on me vithowt dysaymulacion 
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[say] gretkynggis has doyn such lyk not beyngin snch danger 
as yee bee in ; blame not me thoucht I speke playn, for I 
haff beyn in the gretest danger that eny man mycht be in 
and Bchape with his lyff. I haffe lossyt my gooddis that I 
shuld haff leyff apon in my age for the Quenys sayk and 
yourris. I set not by all this a pont and the Quene and yee 
wilbe rulyt be oonsell and doo veil. Sey not but T haff vamyt 
you off euery thyng efter my power, reson and vytt ; gyff the 
Quene and yee doo not veil, as Gkxl forbed but yee sbuld, 
my days wil be short in this vorld. My 1 iOrd I haffe teyn 
a letter that the Lord Flemyng send out off Frans in Scot- 
land sen Schir James depart frome me ; he can informe you 
of what he writtis. I vald haff send the lettre to you but 
I cannot haff it for certen cawsis. Schir James knawis the 
sentens theroff. 

tuus Adam Willi amsone.* 

Adam Williamson to the Queen. 

Thin is the copy of the Quenis Lettre delyveryt this day to 
Scotland. 

Madame, I beseche your Grace at the reuerens off God 
for your awn synguler veil, and for the promocion off your 
chyldryn my natyff Kyng and Prince to f olow the avysse and 
consell of your derest brother the Kyng of Yngland, wiche 
eutendytht only for your veil and the promocion off your 
jBOBjB. Your enemys labours to mak pes with your brother 
the Kyng ; I haff seyn their vrittynggis sen Schir James 
departytt fra me; what incovenienssis may fall to your 
hwrt theroff your Grace may soyn vnderstond. Preveyn 
your enemys and doo after your brotheris consell, and yff 
yee soo doo I ensure you Madame by gret possibilite your 
sonnys shalbe the grettest Scottismeu that euer vas. I 
haffe seyn a lettre off the Lord Fiemyngis awn hand send 
owt off Frans. I haff writtyn to Schir James now at this 

• Mu8. Brit. MSS. Cotton. Cali^la> B. II., fol. 303. 
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tyrne the sentens theroff ; he can informe your Grace off that 
mater; see hys lettre also, Madame; see the lettre that I haff 
writtyn to my Lord the Postulat of Arbrotht; in euy vysse 
merk euery vord well and doo therafter and yee cannott 
doo amysse ; yff yee doo not after the Kyng your derest 
brotheris awysse and consell yee and all we that takys your 
part shalbe vndoyn ; in whome shuld yee traist but in your 
brother, wiche is moost able to dyffend you agens your 
enemys. Madame, I ensure you he is the best belowyt 
prince and moost dred with lowff of his Lorddis and 
Bugettis off eny prince [in] the vorld to my vnderstondyng. 
Perdon me Madame thoucht I writ playne to your Grace. I 
spek of trew hart, I haffe beyn in so gret danger and loasyt 
my gooddis also foryour sack* and in your servys^ that yff eny 
thyng shuld come to you but good, as God forbed, my days 
shuld be short in this vorld. Yff your Grace prospare and 
doo well, I car not for all my labour and losse ; off on pont 
I am and shalbe trew and feythtfull to your Grace, with the 
help of Grod, who euer haff your Grace in hia^holy proteccion. 
That is and shalbe my dayly preyer, writtyn the xxvij day 
off Januarij. — ^Your humble Ghaplen and Bedeman, 

Adam WiLLiAMSONE.t 

To the scheme proposed in these and other letters 
of Adam Williamson the Queen expressed herself well 
disposed, as may be gathered from the following letter 
to that ecclesiastic : — 

To our traist Clerk Master Adam Williamson, 

Traist Clerk, we grete you hartly wele, and we haf 
ressauit your cunsell with the instructions fra our familiar 
Clerk Schir James Ingliss, and considerit the samyn, quhilk 

* The allusion here is to Williamson's haying been shipwrecked 
when on some busmess of the Queen. 

t Indorsed — Adam Williamson to the Q. of Sootts. Advising 
her to followe the direction of K. H. VIII. Mus. Brit. MSS. 
Cotton. Caligula, B. III., fol. 152. 
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wai rycht plesant to ws yff it hadd bene possible to doo 
efter the said oounaell ; bot as your self may wele consider 
the inoportunitie that was quhen 70a war here, and sethin 
fer mans ^><1 that folk of this land ar sa inqnisitife that sie 
tliiDK may nocht be perfonnit without grete knawledge to 
siadry folkis, and there is naiie that I may trust bot my 
husband and his uncle quhilk ar rycht glad therto yf it 
mycht be — ^praying to be diligent in all matteris as yoa 
hafe bene in tyme past, in vther thingis gife<sredena to the 
Appostolate and Schir Jamys writingis. At Pertb, the xzii 
day of Jauuarye.* 

Margaret R. 

In the midst of these plots an opportunity occurred 
for the preferment of Gavin Douglas. William 
Elphinston, Bishop of Aberdeen, to whom the Arch- 
bishopric of St Andrews had, with general assent, 
been offered, died on the 25th October 1614, and it 
was commonly reported that his successor would be 
Andrew Forman, Bishop of Moray. The Queen, how- 
ever, lost no time in recommending Douglas for this 
the highest dignity of the Church in Scotland. 

She also obtained the assistance of her brother 
Henry, who wrote the following letter to the Pope 
on his behalf : — 

Henry VIII, to Pope Leo X, 

Most holy Father, after most humble commendation and 
devout kissing of your blessed feet : We have been informed 
that the Queen of Scotland, our dearest sister, has lately 
most urgently recommended to your Holiness a venerable 
man Mr Gavin Douglas and has entreated that you would 
be pleased to promote him to the Archbishopric of St 
Andrews, the Primacy and Metropolitan See of the Eang- 
dom of Scotland, in accordance with the ancient privileges 
• State Papers, Scotland, vol. i., No. 12. 
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gmntcd to that EiDgdoni b; the predeceaBors of your Holi- 
nesg in regard to appointing only those persous v/ha have 
been recommended to yacant beoefices by the Sovereigns 
of Scotland for the time being. We well know that this 
Mr Gavin ia distinguished by nobility not only of birth but 
of mind, evinced by bis extrftordinary learning conjoined 
with prudence, modesty, probity, and b. great zeal for the 
public good ; We therefore consider him worthy to be 
strongly recommended to your Holiness. Accordingly we 
most urgently eutreat that you would find some way under 
divine provideoce by which the aaid Gavin may obtain the 
foresaid Metropolitan See and thereby your Holiness will 
confer honour on a moat deserving man, will consult the 
advantage of the Primacy, and will place a great stone, in 
tact the comer stone in laying the foundation of peace and 
concord, and besides will do a most acceptable uprvice to 
us. In regard to the Bishop of Moray, he not only is 
wholly unlike the said Gavin in nature and temperament, 
but we know for certain that he will never be admitted to 
the foresaid Archbishopric of St Andrews. M'herefore wo 
think it most deeply concems the inborn piety of your 
Holiness and your moat excellent purpose tor the promotion 
of universal conmrd nob only to eliminate the seeds and 
causes of controversies which niay occur between kingdoms 
and nations, but to prevent dissentions within the bounds 
of individual countries, and not permit the native vct«h and 
tares to grow, but rather to eradicate them completely. 
No course could be more accept«ble than this to God, more 
conducive to the highest interests of nations nor more 
glorious to yoor Eolines^, to whom we wish long and 
ample prosperity. From our Palace at Greenwich the 
28th of January 1514-15. 

Your Holiness' most devoted and dutiful son, by the 
grace of God King of England and France and 
Lord of Ireland.* Henrt. 

■ TransUtod from theoripinnliuTliainer'a Vet. Moiiumenta,ii. 51S. 
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Hu«'hanan informs us that Douglas took possession 
of the Castle of St Amlrt»M'8, relying on the splendour 
of his family, on liis own virtue and learning; and on 
his liaviiig Ixh.mi nominated by the Queen. 

T\\v Queen, liowt^ver, was unable to noaintain him 
in |)ossi*ssion of his new dignity. John Hepburn, 
Prior of the Regular Canons of JSt. Andrews— whom 
Kuchanan describes as a powerful, factious, and 
cunning priest — had been Vicar-General of the Dio- 
t»«»se, and managi*r of its revenues during the vacancy. 
He in<hu\Hl his own monks to elect him to the 
Ari*hbishoprio, under tlie pretext of an ancient 
right which tlie monastery, in conjunction with the 
Culdoos, had om*e enjoyed. Hepburn then expelled 
tlio servant^} o( Douglas from the castle, and fortified 
it with a stn>ng garrison ; nor did the Earl of Angus, 
with a {iarty of his retainers, succeed in an attempt 
to nMH^vor the jn^ssession of the stronghold. 

The affairs of Scotland were at this time closely 
watclunl by the Lonls of Council of England; and 
Thomiis, Lonl Dacrt* of Gilsland, Warden of the 
Kn^i^lish Marches, sent to them frequent reports of 
events that were passing in Scotland. In his letter 
o( *27th NovemlHT, aildressed to the "Lords of the 
Kings nu>st Honorable Counsaile," Dacre says: — 

Mv singulcr gixni Lonlia, in most homble wise I oom- 
nunulo uio vnto your good Ix>rdahip8, pleas it the same to 
wilt that on tho xix day of this moneth at zi of the clok in 
the night I reooy vid your full honorable lettres by poet, 
to^iddir with a ixii^iuit of lettres to the Queen of Scottis, 
which I send hir bo a soruaut of mine, with deligence, 
which com to hir in Strireling on Wedniaday the xxii day 
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of the said moneth, and therupon she has made ansuer in 
writing as may appere in a pacquete of lettres which I 
send here enclosed (she durst not make superscription). 
Verely she has been evill intented, and was brought and 
convoyed from Striveling to Ediuburghe be the Erl of 
Arane and the Chamberlain, and there receyrid by the 
Chancellor and the Lordis of Counsaill in hoppe of her 
hertis ease and fulfillhig hir mynde. Albeit when as they 
had hir there, they yode there from hir waies, and soo she 
withdrew hirself be wisdome from Edinburghe to Striveling 
on the said Teuesday and Therle of Anguse with hir. 

The Prior of Sanct Andrews, callit Hebbum, with all his 
perttakers has laid siege to the Castell of Saint Andris 
belonging to the Bisshop wherin hir seruantis lies. My 
said seruant sawe when as the lettres of the same newes 
were delivered to hir ; Wherupon the erle of Anguse with 
all hir household servants to the nomber of 60 horses rode 
towardis the reskue and waimed all there perttakers to the 
same. . . . There was neuer soo mickill myschefe, robbry, 
spoiling and vengeance in Scotland then there is nowe, 
without hoppe of remedye, which I pray our Lord God to 
continewe, who preserve you my singuler good Lordis. At 
Kirkoswald the xxvii day of Nouember. 

Yours with hyest seruise, 

Thomas L. Dacre.* 

Although the Queen and the Earl of Angus were 
filled with indignation at these violent proceedings, 

• Brit. Mus. MSS., Calig^ B. i. 154. In the indorsation of the 
letter the number of the Earl of Angus' retainers is stated at 
600. *' The Q. of Scottes hardly used by the nobilitie of Scotland. 
She returned from Edinburgh back to Striveling with the Erie of 
Anguiss, who with her household seruantis to the number of 600 
horses hasteth to releeve her seruantis lying in the castle of St 
Andrewes being ther besieged by the prior of St Andrewes." 
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they were powerless to assist Douglas against Hep- 
bum, as the latter had the support of some of the 
principal nobility of the kingdom. Before, however, 
any further steps could be taken in favour of Douglas, 
a new and more formidable aspirant for the high 
appointment appeared in the person of Andrew 
Forman, Bishop of Moray, and Ambassador of Scot- 
land at the French Court. Forman was descended 
from the family of the Formans of Hutton, in vico 
de Berwick. He was a man of versatile talents, long 
busied in the subtleties of negociation, and one who 
often pursued his own advancement at the expense 
of his country. "He blended," says Pinkerton, 
" his private avarice and ambition with every foreign 
negociation. His concessions to England procured 
for him the rich priory of Coldingham ; his influence 
at the French Court the Archbishopric of Bourges ; 
and by his interest at the Court of Rome, the influ- 
ence of the King of France and the Duke of Albany, 
he now obtained a Bull from the Pope for the Arch- 
bishoprick of St. Andrews. He was at the same 
time invested by the Pope with the Abbeys of Dun- 
fermline and Aberbrothock, and all the other bene- 
fices held by the late Archbishop."* 

Forman was openly charged before the Scottish 
Lords of Council that he " had, against the privilege 
granted by the Pope to the King and his successors, 
purchased the maist part of all the benefices vaikand 
by thaim that deceisit in the feild in Northumber- 
land be sinister information made to his Haliness 
contrar the commonweil of the realm ; and he re- 

* Hist, of Scot., vol. ii., p. 85. 
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quired the Lords to assist in defence of the King's 
privilege. 

In answer to this, Mr Robert Forman, Dean of 
Glasgow, in name of his brother, the Archbishop of St 
Andrews, Primate and Legate of Scotland, protested 
and represented that the said Archbishop had pur- 
chased the said benefices for observing the privileges of 
the realm, so that he, as a Scotsman, should bruik them 
rather than Italians should impetrat the same.'* * 

Forman, although so successful at the Court of Rome, 
was afraid to publish in Scotland the Papal Bulls, 
until he prevailed on Lord Home, Warden of the Scot- 
tish Marches, by bestowing on his brother the Priory 
of Coldingham, to undertake the support of his cause. 
This powerful nobleman enabled the Archbishop to 
appear at Edinburgh with 10,000 men-at-arms, where 
the requisite ceremony was performed. Forman, with 
his host, then hastened to St Andrews to take 
possession of his See, but found Hepburn, the Prior, 
sufficiently prepared for his reception. So consider- 
able a garrison had been placed in the Castle and 
the Church, that Forman was unwilling to hazard 
an attack, and deemed it prudent to settle his claims 
by an amicable negociation. It was finally stipulated 
that he should be put in quiet possession of the 
Primacy, and that Hepburn should receive a yearly 
allowance from the Bishopric of Moray, and should 
retain such rents as he had already levied from the 
Archbishopric of St Andrews. 

Thus, partly by violence, and partly by intrigue, 

* Acta Dom. Concil. 25th Januai*y 1515. 

C 
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On the 18th and Slst of January Douglas wrote 
the following lett^^rs to Adam Williamson and Lord 
Dacre, in wliich he mentions the steps that were 
being taken for his advancement. 

In the second of these letters, dated the 21st of 
January, Douglas expresses his opinion of the danger 
and impropriety of the proposal of Henry VIII., made 
through Adam Williamson for the removal of the 
Queen and her young sons to England, for which he 
lias been blamed. In fact, Douglas had views which 
were quite incompatible with such an arrangement. 
In a hotter of Lord Dacre, afterwards introduced we 
find that he was scheming to get himself made 
guardian to the young King James V. and his brother, 
in place of the Archbishop of St Andrews, who, both 
by ancient custom and by the will of James IV., 
was entrusted with this duty. 

Gavin Douglas to Adam Williamson, 

Brother Master Adam I commend me to yow in my harty 
wyss, and ye sail knaw that sen my last wrytyng of Perth 
the last day of December, quhilk I trust ye haf seyn, and 
hard forthar all thingis be Schir James, the Byschop of 
Dunkelden is decessyt this Monunday the xv day of 
January; and becaus yon euyll myndyt Byschop of 
Murray trublys all our promociones, and has sped Sanct 
Andris to hymself wyth Dunfermlyng, Arbroth, legacy and 
other faculteys, quhilkis ar nedf uU and allways man be re- 
tretyt, yit nocht the less sen syk debatis and contrauersyes 
ar costly and doutuus, in all auentour the Quenys Grace, 
my self and frendis thinkis nedful I be promouit to that 
Seyt quhilk now is vacand and but pley, and an rycht gud 
Byschopry of rent and the thryd Seyt of the realm. And 
to that effect hes the Quenys Grace wryttyn for me to the 
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On the 17th January the following letter was sent 
from the Queen to the Pope : — 

Beatissime Pater, paucis supra diebus Reuerendo Patre 
Georgeo Dunkeldensi Episcopo viam vniverse carnis 
ingresso, ilia Gathederalis ecclesia pastore, proch dolor, 
orbata est, verum nos ne tot presulum insperata et repentina 
morte hoc regnum vacillet, occurrere cupientes ad Sanctita- 
tern vestram confugiinus, virum sane omnium scientia et pro- 
bitate insignem, illustrem Sacerdotem Magistrum Gawmum 
Douglas, de maiori regni comitali domo genitum, et nobis 
in primis charum, surrogandum et promouendum ad jam 
nuper defuncti Episcopi sedem commendamus. Obnixe 
rogantes ut hunc hominem, vita moribus et nostris litteris 
tociens ad altiora commendatum, tandem nostris multipli- 
catis precibus, si laudatissima yiri merita non sufficiant, 
saltem ad banc Cathedram sublimetis, vnde melius sedi 
quam yiroprouisum fore speramus, neque vnquam existimare 
possimus SaDctitatem vestram ejus mentis fore ut nobis et 
hoc regno ab apostolica sede indulta priuilegia infringere 
velit, aut insueto ordine Scotum quemuis nostris absque 
commendaticiis assumere ad Prelaturam, cum per breve 
suum et oratorem qui hactenus apud nos degit pollicita sit 
se nobis et regno in nullo offutnram; quod firmissime credi- 
mus observari per Sanctitatem vestram, quam et optata con- 
cedere et felicissime valere cupimus. Ex oppido nostro de 
Perth decimo septimo Januarii. 

E. V. S. Deuoti oratores Jacobus Scotorum Rex et eius- 
dem Testamentaria Tutrix Gubernatrix Gustos 
et Mater Regina.* 

♦ Mus. Brit. MSS. CaUg., B. ii., fol. 364.— It is foUowed by the 
copy of another letter in favour of Douglas : — " Vnde sanctissimo 
litteris nostris commendatum fecimus egregium ilium et illustrem 
sacerdotem omnium scientia et virtute preditum, pacis cultorem, 
justicie apicem, et nobis charissimum Magistrum Gawinum 
Douglas." 
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hys ways aud solystatioB be reuenyt agan. that therby na 
preiudice may happyn to the KyDg nor thia hyB realm, now 
in tyme present nor yit in tyme cnmyng by eayll ezemple, 
so that eyk doyng nor attemptatis be na preparatyre to 
otheris in tyme to cmn. And kowth the Kyng solyst his 
brothyr of Frans to haf that Byschop rendyrryt to hym 
othyr be pollycy or otherways, that he mycht thereftyr be 
demanyt as eflferis, all thir thre realmis I trast war brodit 
to grete rest, for he is and hes bene the instrument of mekyll 
harm, and I dreyd sail yit be of mayr and he be nocht 
snybbyt. Tent to hym and yon Dayk gif the Kyng thar 
luffis the weylfar of hys syster and mast tendyr nevois and 
als the quyet of hys awyn realm. Hast ansuer agayn and 
bo solyst as ye haf beyn in tyme by passyt, and GUxi keyp 
yow ; of Perth the xviii day of January wyth the hand of 




Poatscript to the letter, written in a small hand, 
Tlio Queyn thynkis ye haf beyn ouer slewthf uU, that sa 
lang tym ye beand in Ingland ther hes beyn nocht doyn 
tiothcr in Home nor the curt of Frans aganys yon wykkit 
Hyiioliop of Murray and byddis yow mend that fait. Item 
at yo solyst the Kyng hyr brothyr that na lettres pass throu 
hyu rt^alm na fra that belangis ony Scottisman, less than he 
haf liyr spoooall wrytyngis and request therfor, ffor syk 
loitriw lu^M ollis doyn gret harm, and was the first caus of 
all tlio trublo anent the promociones and is daly'a prepara- 
11 vo to Molyit yon Duyk of Albany to cum hyddyr. Ke- 
iiunnbyr my saluo conduct and sped the samyn to me as I 
wrut to yow latly. And gif ony of my wrytyngis concern- 
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yng the Queyn cum furth of Flmdris or Rome to your 
bandis, na fors bot the Kyng se or knaw the contentls ther- 
of, at thai may be the bettyr and nuur hastyly sped to hyr 
Grace or me, for I wayt hys Htoies wyll stop nain of hyr 
lettriz nor myne quhilk salbe com to hys honor and avaylL* 

Gavin Douglas to Adam Williamson. 

Brothyr master Adam, I commend me hartly to yow, and 
hes ressaojt yonr hiyt wrytyng and credens fra your com- 
pansseon Schir James, and be ye suyr the Queyn and we all 
wald be glad to follow the Kyngis mynd thar, and thankis 
hys Henes als lawly as we may of the grete enteyr luf and 
kyndnes profyrryt and schawyn to vs, for the quhylkis we 
beyn addettyt to be hys trew seruandis, befor all otheris, 
our allyegans to our soueran Lord hys nevo only exceppyt. 
Ye may weyll considdyr it is nocht to us possybyll that ye 
devys, for albeyt my Lord and I wyth other frendis mycht 
cum to tha partis quhen we plesyt, it suld nocht be possy- 
byll to carry the Kyng nor his brother thyddyr, thocht pera- 
uentour and that full hard wyth gret dofyculte and nocht 
honestly we mycht bryng the Queyn thyddyr in habit on- 
knawyn and dysagysyt, bot nayn other ways ; And therfor 
ther man be thocht sum other remed, for my wyt kan nocht 
attayn quhow that may be at this tyme. And als we be 
in na syk danger at we neyd leyf the cuntre, I wrat to yow 
layt that the Kyngis wrytyngis wald stanch all this debay t, 
ffor T trast thai suld be als weyU obeyt heyr as in Lundon 
wyth the mast party of the Lordis. Lat nocht the Kyng 
spar thar feyr, that and he wald cum wyth hys army or 
send hys pyssans in this realm and declar to the pepyll hys 
actyon war to haf justyce and gud rewll, and to cans the 
Kyng hys nevo and the Queyn hys systyr be obeyt as thai 
aucht, bot cummand on this wyse and notyfyand the sam- 
myn to our commonys be proclamation bot he suld fynd 
mony to tak his part, for I assur yow the pepyll of thin 
« Brit Mug. MSa. Cott. Calig., B. ii., fol. 357, 
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realm ai- sa oppressyt for lak of justyce by thevys, nibry 
and other extortiones that thai wald be glayd to leyf ondyr 
the gret Turk to haf justyce. Ye wryte that the Kyngig 
(trace thar hes wrytyn twyse to Roym aganys Glas^^, bot 
I had leuer he had wrytyn aganys the Byschop of Murray, 
and yit nyedlyngis he man wryte aganyst him and [half] all 
hys promotion reuersyt, lyk as at mayr lenth the Quenys 
Grace hes wrytyn to the Kyng hyr brother therapon. Master 
Adam, brother, forzet nocht to solyst and convoy weyll my 
promotyon to Dunkeldene, as ye luf me, for I haf gevyn the 
mony quhar ye bad me. Lat se quhou ye kan convoy syk a 
mater for your frend, and I sail do mekyU, bot I sail sp[eke] 
wyth yow in liUndon or Pasch, for I haf mony devyses that 
I wald fayn euclos to the Kyng thar, quhilkis I wyll nocht 
wryte. And gyf it be possybyll that ther may be fund ony 
tyme to perform the Kyugis plessour and desyr as ye haf 
wrytyn wyth Schir James, I sail do my devoir and full best 
to convoy that mater at all punctis ; bot I kan nocht hastely 
l)eleyf as yit quhou it may be, les than the Kyng wald cum 
hymself in this realm, and than mycht he do quhat hym 
lyky t, for he wald fynd ly tyll or ua resystans ; and be ye 
souer the grettest of our aduersareys crynys hym gretly 
at tliis hour, on syk wyse that thai wald geif mekyll of 
thair walzeand to haf hys fauouris. Gyf the Kyng of Frans 
be ded it is rycht euyll for bayth thir realmys. Bot heyr 
is arryvyt a Franch schyp the xv day of this moneth 
instiint, quhilk proportis na thyng therof, and therfor I 
wondyrquha suld haf schawyn my Lordis of Gonsell thar syk 
ty thyngis. Gyf we had money, I trast we suld debayt weyll 
enewch our aduersaris in thir partis quhyll the sommyr 
sesson, quhen the Kyng mycht moyf quhat army hym lykyt, 
and than J trast also we salbe mar pyssant than we ar now. 
I am surly informyt furth of Frans the Duyk dysponys hym 
nocht hydder quhyll this nyxt moyn, less than this decess 
of the Kyng of Frans caus hym preueyn the tyme, and yit 
I trast the Kyng thar and hys wyse Consell hes prouydyt 
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mayr warly in all auentouris, so that the Dalphyn is als 
weyll bund to observe the pece and all punctis therof as 
was the Kyng, and I trast he dar nocht brek the trewys nor 
pace astablysyt, to send the ilk Duyk agayn hys oblysyng; 
And gyf he wald lat ilk frend mak pace wyth other quhyll 
we be all reuengyt on Frans for God knawys qnhat thai 
haf doyn to vs. I haf gud hope and is in convoyng a mater 
of dyscord amang our party aduersary, on syk wyse that I 
trast ye sail heyr quhow this promotion now impetrat be 
yon dyssatfull Byschop of Murray sail turn to our weyll, and 
cause bayth hym and yon Duyk cum in euyll consayt ouer 
all this realm, quhilk man nedwayes redund to our profyt, 
and sail purches vs ma frendis, and I dred nocht bocht 
quha sa euer be Kyng in Frans he ealbe mayr glad to haf 
pace and amite wyth the Kyng of lugland than hys Grace 
sal be to except the samyn. I pray y ow schaw this wry tyng 
to my Lord Dacre and the contentis therof to the Kyngis 
Grace. God keyp yow. Wyth my hand in hast at Perth, 
the xxi day of Januarii. 

Tuus totus Gawing Douglas, &c.* 

Gavin Douglas to Lord Dacre, 

My Lord I commend me to your L. in my mast hartly 
wyss, and as towart the Kyngis desyr and instructiones send 
to the Quenys Grace with Schir James Inglys hir Henes hes 
wrytyn heyr wyth ansuere to the Kyng hyr broder and to 
your Lo. and in sum hart as I kowth thynk eftyr my lytill 
wyt. I haf wrytyn tyll Master Adam to be schawyn to 
your L. and to the Kyngis Grace thar quhow soyn he sail 
cum to his presens and be ye suyr the Quenys Grace, my 
Lordis and we all wald be als glad to fulfill the Kyngis 
desyr gif it was to vs possibyll as wyth hand or mynd may 
be deuysit, and kan nocht sa mekyll as we beyn addettyt for 

♦ Indorsed — "Gawen Douglashe to Adam Williamson" and ad- 
dressed in Bishop Douglas' handwriting **To his trast frend Mast. 
Adam Wyllyamson. "— Brit. Mus. MSS. Cott. Calig., B. ii, foL 356. 
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•«ur )«.irt rvinlyr thank is to his Heynis therof, and not th. 

ii> of H thio;; hi* AallK' Huyr that our seniya salbe hys befor 

all uthyr men K'uyu);, our al1e>;en8 to our aoueran lord hys 

nt'vo alaucrly i*x«*op|iit. My Lord ye sail knaw tfaer is so 

HyiM'hiip latly deid in this laud callyt the Byschop of Don- 

krll. anil for alsnivkyll as thir othir benefyoes be nov in 

]ili*y an«l ilvlmitt U* this Bysi*hop of Muray, tfaerfor tiie 

l^iifiivii < inu*e my s«>ut*ran lady has wrytyn for especiall writ- 

yu^'w til the lN>pii< llalyuefl fur my promotioun therto, and 

furthiT h(-8 hy thir hyr wrytyngis oblyst the Kyngis Grace 

hyr hrothyr t«) wryto and lawbor effectunsly to the samyn 

ffftvt. (^uharfor 1 bvseyk your L. that the sayd kttres 

nivi'ht Ih; convoyit vyth deli^'ens and gyf your gud anrifltinff 

aiiil iMnanemlatiun to the Kyug forme, sen ourhoiuayBare 

ot tlu- aiild allyat, and mekyll tendyraqnentsBBaiidkyndDeB 

lii« U'vn IvtwTX tham of lang tym as approryt weyll be 

nt> ft;niiHif;ithfr at the sege of Nawart, and I beleyf that sy 

i:iA>r .^:id niAvr temi\Tn€S and amyte sail daly incres 

A\«.s« '.• »: •■> : V. A::'.i I ■ ud war ye suffyiyt na other lettres to haf 

'.vM>.v '.:-.:\ « thi n^m bat syk as salbe send fra the Queyn, 

'. .• .A..* ::.':■} \ h.»: ^TTtyn t<» Mast. Adam, and gyf ther 

tv ,-. * >..•'. >. :..)s. .r y.'.tstiUT I may do to your liO. I sal 

.V fc. .V..... A.'-. fc> k:.4»ys iTini. quha haf your L in hys 

: « >.-«« I i . ■. « 1 4L \i V;rs^i the- sxi day of Janoar wyth hand 

,. ^ ..,. . .».n^> .\i k;o *i a^'. tj* pc^wer your 

/- «»^.>". rosaolai of ArtBt)th. &c.* 

, . >., *. .^ *•, . J-;-: J.4 :JMr:n in ma.kJTig this appoint- 

. . »'. Oi'.vi la '• 7;4 : J iT> fc.T»Ti^.iftd foT the assistance 

. \, \ ,^ ' .. V >,^ :\j*i.-i V wl. iii Tespc»nseto their 

,N 1. » .'. ». . 11 f'.i'v "..;».' \ "WT:it-e the following 

.,vvv .»'.,'. '.■■ • 1 :»-.»ir ii: ;'-»fc^-iT. Donirlas on 18th 

% .>».,*. . ■ >^ ;'u.:u..iiu. 11. It. h.'Vever. for a 

»^ iKu » »i » ^ i,'»'\ uu;.imx]i?s^ l^■hi^.^. he Lad pre- 
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Litere Pape, 

Carissima in Ciisto filia nostra, et dilecti filii, salutem et 
apostolicam benedictiouem. Litteras vestras accepimus qui- 
bus dilectum filium Gavinum Douglace nobis plumnom 
commendastis, et inter alia vt eum ecclesie Dunkeldensi, 
nuper pastoris solatio destitute, in episcopum et pastorem 
preficeremus hortastis. Qua in re nos tarn vestro intuitu quam 
yirtutibus ipsius Gavini, quarum odorem ex locupleti testi- 
monio et relatione venerabilis fratris Andree ArcLiepiscopi 
Sanctiandree nostri et apostolice sedis par vniuersum reg- 
num Scotie Legati plene intelleximus, duximus maiestati et 
deuotioni yestris morem gerere. Verum cum optima ratione 
ducti decreuerimus nullam vel promotionem ad aliquam 
ecclesiam vel prouisionem de aliquo monasterio seu eccle- 
siastico beneficio istius regni vacanti vel deinceps vacaturo 
ullatenus facere, donee prefatus Andreas Archiepiscopus 
pacificam dicte ecclesie Sancti Andree, aliorumque monas- 
teriorum et beneficiorum ecclesiasticomm in eodem regno 
consistentium que sibi in titulum vel commendam contulimus 
possessionem assequatur, Maiestatem et deuotionem vestras 
hortamur in Domino, et predpue requirimusvtprodei et reli- 
gionis honorenostroque, et huius sancte sedis apostolice reue- 
rentia ac jusdtie cultu velitis mandare atque efficere vt pre- 
fatus Andreas Ai*chiepiscopus, qui virtute, religione et in- 
tegritate plurimum prestat, vestrique honoris atque ampli- 
tudinis dicti regni studiosissimus existit, quique toto huic 
regno apud nos et sedem apostolicam in Romana curia 
plurimum utilis, honorificus et fructuosus esse potest, posses- 
sionem ecclesie et monasteriorum ac beneficiorum huius- 
modi omnino assequatur, nosque ac litere et mandata nostra 
in dicto regno pro tempore facta debite obediantur, que 
&ciendo bone opinioni quam de deuotione et obseruantia 
yestra in nos et Romanam ecclesiam sanctamque sedem 
apostolicam concepimus plene respondebitis, honorique 
vestro et dicti regni vtilitati consuletis. Quippe ea adim- 
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|»rMiit finjiiuT rr*«iiijjTiL. to* iuz*L im» ui o:ii±nBisvMm 
l»riijiI«viorurii irt ibdari'inm. pftrTras >Kia* a Ecbuu 
ruiitifinliiui j,ro teinfif.«r* t-ESKnnatixs ctraiKSKTzai. ac ad 
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HoiiK* ajiii'I Haijctum Peiram sab azLii^jiw jiaeMam.dk 
xviij JVhriiarii M** D xt. Poot- 



Itt May of tlie feame year, howerer, J^ihii Si 
I>iik«' of Albany, ;iTan45on o( Kinj Jaznes BL, and 
roij'^iii of Jarnf'.s IV., who had haeu d«<]aned Bcgent 
of Smthiwl iifUiT the marriage of the Qn^ne-n with the 
J'i;irl of Angii.s, arrived from France and assumed the 
reirJH of govfrninent. He gammoned a Parliament 
to meet at ivlinlmrjrh in July, and at a meeting of 
the Jy^nlw of Council Gavin Douglas was elected a 
member. 

At variou8 time8 between 1471 and 1493 the Scot- 
tish Parliament had passed Acts to pot down the 
iiegociation (or purchase) of benefices at the Court 
of Rome. An Act of James III (Par. vL cap. 43) 

* Acta Dom. Cone., xxriL. f<^ 26. 
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recites " the great damnage and skaith daylie done 
to all the realme be Clerkes, religious and seculares, 
quhilkis purchassis abbacies and uther benefices at 
the Court of Rome, quhilks were never thereat be- 
foir." In particular, the Act Jas. IV., Par. i. c. 4, 
(1488), relates to "Clerkis that purchasis benefices 
contrair the Kingis presentation," and declares that 
they are to have " proscription, rebellion, and trea- 
son execute upon them — les nor they leave the said 
benefices, after they be required thereupon." 

The intrigues which had been going on for the 
Scottish benefices naturally attracted the notice of the 
Regent and his first Parliament. Forman, afraid of 
these laws, which were now to be enforced, re- 
signed into the hands of the Regent all the benefices 
he had obtained by purchase from the Pope. He 
was, however, allowed to retain the Archbishopric 
of St. Andrews and the Abbacy of Dunfermline ; but 
the Abbacy of Aberbrothock was given to James 
Beaton, Archbishop of Glasgow and Chancellor of 
Scotland, who, after holding it for some years, re- 
signed it in favour of his nephew, afterwards the 
famous Cardinal Beaton. 

The proceedings of the Queen in promoting 
Gavin Douglas to the Bishopric of Dunkeld were 
narrowly watched by the Regent and the party 
opposed to the Earl of Angus, and it would appear 
from the following interesting letter of Lord Dacre that 
arrangements were made for intercepting the Papal 
Bulls when they should arrive at the Scottish Border : — 

Lord Dacre to the Lords of Council of England. 
My I^ords, after mooste humble and due recomendation 
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>ftTitingeft to the handee of the said decte without 
daiin>ncr. 

For newes, your Tx>r(lfthippe8 shall know that I am adver- 
ti».Hl be inyne eepiee out of Scotland, that the Bisahop of 
Murraye hath not oonly opteyned the Archbishopricke of 
Sanctandroe, and is come home in Scotland, but also the 
Puke has commanded hym to warde, to remaigne in the 
Priory of Pettenwene within eght myle whar he lanndyd, 
and no nerer to come to the courte na counsaile. It is 
thought that he shalbe kept in strater warde unto the season 
as he resignes the said Archibusshopricke to the use of a 
bastard sone of the late King of Scottes, which came home 
in conipanye with the said Duke. 

The Lord Drommond, captain of the castell of Streyelingf 
was sent for be the Duke to appear afore hym, upon his 
allegiance, whiche at his commyng was accused for the 
striking of an harrolde, and also that he with other lordes 
shuld have bene of counsaile to have made the Kings Grace, 
our maistcr, protectour of Scotland, and delyvered the 
young king to his haundis. And therupon he was committe 
to warde on AVeddinsday last past, and shall abyde assise in 
Edinburghe upon Monday next comyng. 

I assure your Lordshippes that the Queue of Scottes canne 
gitt noo noble man to be capten of Streveling, ne that will 
take the charge of kepuig of the younge King and his broder, 
for every man refuses her and giffes them to the Duke, 
which I fere and canne see no remedy, but in conclusion 
the King and his broder will come and be delivered to the 
Dukes haundes to their utter destruction by aU likelyhoode, 
and as I am credubly ascertaigned be my secrete espiel. 

I trust that at the breking up of ther parliament to gitt 
knowledge of ther determinaciones, and what ordour shalbe 
taken emonges them, and therof I shall advertise youe with 
all spede and diligence. 

My Ijordes, if suche letters as the Quene of Scottes haif 
sent with the Poopes legate which hath been in Scotland 
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this yere, passed as well to thei Kings Highnes, the French 
Quene, his and hir sister, as to divers other of you my Lords 
of the Kings Counsail, to be meau and solicitous to his 
Highnes for hir help, she is right desirous to haif aunswer 
again. Albeit whenne she might have holpen herself and 
husbande with his freyndes, and also meanes founde and 
devised for the suretie of them and hir childer, she regarded 
it littell, whiche she nowe sore repentis, making great 
lamentatioun and weping daily for the same. She is great 
vrith childe. It is thought by hir f reyndis that thorowe the 
anguyshe of the premisses she wolbe in great jopardie of 
hir lyfe, remembering the daungier that her husbande, 
uncle, and his graundfader standis in at this tyme, as the 
Holy Trinity knowes, who kepe your good Lordshippes. 
At Karlisle, the 14 daye of July, 

Yours at commandment, 

Thomas Dacre. 

To my Lordis of the Kingis most honourable Gounsale.* 

The packet of letters addressed by Lord Dacre to 
Gavin Douglas, intercepted at Moffat and handed over 
to the Duke of Albany, contained — (1.) A letter from 
Lord Dacre to the Queen, which as we have seen the 
Duke had the politeness to send to her unopened. It 
is interesting, as indicating that the Archbishop of 
St Andrews having, both by ancient custom, (as 
stated in the Queen's letter to the Pope before given),t 
and also by the will of James IV., been made guardian 
to his family, that was now revoked by the Pope in 
favour of Gavin Douglas. (2.) A congratulatory 
letter jfrom Lord Dacre to Douglas. (3.) A very 
interesting letter from Alexander Trumble or Turn- 

* State Papers Soot., Vol. i., No. 13. t Page xv. 

d 
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bull, factor for Douglas, which details the diffi- 
culty he had in getting matters relating to his ap- 
pointment as Bishop of Dimkeld satisfactorily settled 
at Rome. The letter intimates that one of these diffi- 
culties was the non-payment of ** 1™ ducatis for the 
composition of the confirmatioun of the Kingis testa- 
ment*' In all likelihood this refers to the will of 
James IV., which was proved at Rome,* after his 
death at Flodden ; and as Queen Margaret, his widow, 
was often in great straits for money, it is probable that 
this fee of 1000 ducats could not be paid at the time 
it fell due, and it may indeed have been owing to this 
neglect that no greater attention was given to the 
Queen's letters in favour of Douglas at the Papal Court. 
It is well known, besides, that Queen Margaret took 
all the assets of her husband, James lY., but left his 
debts unpaid. (4.) A letter from Adam Williamson, 
the old correspondent of Douglas, congratulating him 
on his appointment as Bishop, and suggesting that 
some reward might now be given to himself — such as 
a prebend's stall in Dunkeld Cathedral — ^in return for 
his services. He says very truly, " I spek by tjrme, 
for a dum man gettis seldum land." 

The letter from Lord Dacre to the Queen is as 
follows : — 

Lord Dacre to Queen Margaret, 

Pleas it your Graice to knowe that the Kingis Highnes 
my Souerain Lorde your broder is in good health and mery, 
blessed be our Lord Grod, who hath, upon your lettres and 
requestis sent to the Popes Holiness and hym, and for pleas- 
sour of you, obteignet the Bysshopriche of Dunkell of his said 
* Pinkerton's History, vol. ii. p. 150. 
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Holinew to M' Gawen DougloE my Loid jDUr buBbamlii 
TDcle, ssmsj appere by the Popes breves wbich I send vnto 
my said Lord of Dunkellat this tyine, and alao a revoeacion 
to tbe ArcbebuBshop of Sainl Andrewes of eicb autoritioB 
with the legacie of tbe king, and hath remitt tbe eicecucion 
of the said suctorities and fulfilling of the legacie to my 
said Lord of Duiikell. Wherefure seyng bis Higfanes did 
this at your request, ye can no lesae do than gif unto hym 
condigne thankis by writing, Hia Graice regardeth your 
honour siiretiR and well, with tbe King and bia broder your 
eonnes hiB uepbieueB, above all thingis oa ye shall well 
knowe, wbereiinto ye maye fathefully trust. And the holy 
Triiiite pteaervo your Graice. At Kirkcewalde the ij'^'' days 
of July.* 

Lord Dncre to Gavin Douglas. 

My Lord and Couaing: I commend me to you in full 
bartiy maner, ascertanyng you, that this day I receved 
ane pacquet of lettrea from the Kingis Hienea my aouerane 
r.ord by post, wherin amangis vthir there is two brevis 
with the copie of thame directit be tbe Popis Holynes, the 
oooe to you aJid tbe vther to tbe Arcbibiacbep of Sanct 
Androis, and also a litell paoquett send to your Lord- 
schip be your factour in the Court of Rome, with a. lettir 
from Muster Adam WiUiamsouo, whiohe I send vnto your 
Lordschip with my seruand this berar. My Loni, I 
vnderatand by suche letCres as come to me that tbe Popia 
Bolynes, at the instant request and gret labour of the 
Kingis Graice my lutid sousrane Lord maid onto him vpoun 
the lettrea and desyres of tbe Queues Graice your soueriUie 
lady hia auster, bath elect you Blscheip of Dunkeld. 

My said souuerane Lord, for the plessour of the Queene 

his said suster, and also for tlie grete wiadotno faithfuU 

counseU and sttidfaatnes that be findetb ye gif, berU, and awe 

vnto the said Queue, with doetie of all graice to the King 

■ State Papers Scot., vul i., No. 13, i. 
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your maisiere and his broder my Boueraiie Lordis nephieus, 
kath optenyd the said Bischopryk to you ; traating that 
your wifldoxne will indace and coonsaile the said Qaene and 
your nephieu hir husband to be sore of the said King and 
his broder and neuer departe with thame to noone other 
handis without the hole assent of the Lordis spirituall and 
temporall seyng what possibilitie they stand in. 

My Lord, I vnderstand by the copie of the two breiffis 
that the effect of the oone sent vnto the Archibischop of 
Saint Androwes is a speciall reuocation of such auctorite as 
the Poopes Holynescommitted to him, and also of the Kingis 
legacie, whiche his Hoolines hathe fully remitte to you to 
be ezecut and done, which shall sounde and growe to your 
honor and proffite, and for my said souerane Lord entendis 
and is well mynded towardis you, wherefore I hertlie desyre 
and pray you to deliuer or cause to be deliuerit be ane 
substanciall persoun afore a notary and recorde the briefe 
to the said Archibischep, who is fled out of Flaundera and 
thocht he is kepit secrete in Scotland. Apoun the deliveiy 
thereof to mak certificate accordingly. 

My Lord, right glad joyous I am of your promocioune 
and help, as I am bound to be for the great kyndnes and 
intere favour that hath bene betwixt our antecessours and 
bloid in tymes passed, which shall never fale on my partie. 
And of your mynd and recept of these wiitingis that I 
maye be certifeid with my said seruand, and thus our Lord 
God haif you in his keping. At Kirkoswald the ij*« daye 
of July. 

Your lofyng cosyn, 

Thomas L. Dacre.* 

After Lord Dacre heard of the arresting of his 
servant with the letters he had forwarded, he wrote 
to Gavin Douglas on the 6th of July from Holm 
Abbey, as follows : — 

* Acta Dom. Concil xxvii., fol 33. 
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Lord Dacre to Gavin Douglas. 

^y Lord, I commende me hertely to youe, and witt ye 
that upon Monday last past I receyved lettres frome the- 
Kinggis Highness my souverain Lord by pooste, emongis 
whiche there was two breves fro the Popes Holinesse, the 
one to youe and the oder to the Archebusschop of Sainct 
Andrewis, and also a pacquet of lettres fro your factor at 
Kome with the copie of both the said iNreves, all which 
writings I sent to youe with my seruant on Twisdaye in 
the momyng, with a lettre to youe and one oder to the 
Queue fro me with the common notarie of the Merchies. 

The effect of the one brief sent to the said Archebusshop 
was, that the Poopes Holines had reuokt all auctorities 
granted by hym to the said Archebusshop, and also the 
Kingis legacy, charging hym not to medle nor intromitt 
with no parte of them. And the effect of your btief is 
that his Holiness hath admitted and elect youe Busshop of 
Dunkell, with auctorite to se the Kingis legacy performed. 
And the nature of my lettre sent to the Queue declared 
theffecte of the breves, and that she couth no less do then 
gif thankis by writing to the Kingis Graice my maister, hir 
broder, for his grete labour made to the Pope at hir desire 
and requiest. And my lettre to youe send was theffect of 
the breves, as that ye shuld aithre se or cause the Popes 
breve be declared to the tharchebusshop of Sainct Andrewis 
afore a notary and recorde, and vpon the deliuery thereof ta 
ceirtifie me agane by your writing. And because of the 
faithfull good mynde which ye do here vnto the young 
King and his broder your maister^ the Queue and hir 
husband your nephieue, I wrote to youe that seyng your 
wisdome I trusted you wold neuer gif the Quene and 
your said nephieu counsale to departe with the King 
and his broder to noo oder person without the hole assent 
of all the Lordis spiritual and temporal, but to be sure of 
them, seyng what possibilitie they stande in. And the 
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premiaees is theffect of all the writingis that I aende, saif 
only of the pacqaet which I oppynned not nor sawe. 

And as my said semant and the notary were comyng 
towardis the Qaene and youe on Wedniadaye in the 
dawyng at Moffett, Sir Alexr. Jardane and Thorn Moffett 
larde of Knok tok them, and there writingis fro them, and 
had them to the Ix)rd Chamberlane, and fro hym Sir Alexr. 
toke all the writingis and had them with the notary and 
my seruant to the Duke. My Lord there is no thing 
expressed in the lettres but to your honour and promocion, 
and may well be red and sene when all the Lordis er 
assembled in the Parliament House togidder, as Grod knowes, 
who kepe your Lordship. At thabbey of Holme the yj 
daye of July.* 

The letters of Turnbull and Williamson are as 
follow : — 

A, Turnhull to Gavin Douglas, 

Eeverendo in Christo Patri^ ac Domino^ Domino Gavino 
Dunkeldensi Episcopo^ suoque Domino colendissimo. 

My Lord, I gineand my semice to your Lorddiip 
in the most humble wise ; forsamekle as yonr Lordship 
chargit me be your diuers writingis, that in the materia con- 
cemyng your Lordship, I suld ask help at my Lord the 
Bishop of Wlsistir at standis Oratour heir for the King of 
Ingland, and also to solist his Lordship to labomr contrair 
the promociouns mad in the fauouris of the Bishop of 
Murray and his legacie, considerand thai ware done and 
spedd contrare our souerane Lordis priuelage and commoun 
wele and profit of the realme, I did the samin conform to 
your Lordships writingis ; and as for my said Lord Oratour, 
I fand his Lordship euir redy in the tyme of neid to do 
extremlie for your Lordship, and in speciale, anent your 
Lordships promotioun to Dunkeld : And, howbeit, your 
Lordship had stark compeditouris and diuers contrare your 
* State Papers Scot., vol. i., No. 13, iii. 



Lordships said promotioun, and mony efFortU and wais 
msid be aniall treindis in the hindir hereof : neuirtheles 
throw the grace of God and our Ladie of ConBolatioune, 
and other gud friendia, and in speciale of my said Lord 
OraUtur, your Lordship was pronuncit Bischopof Dnnkeld, 
crmsintoriaHter, on Friday forow Whitaunday, vix. xiv. 
mensis Maij, una cum rettatione benefivioriim, vis. Prepositure 
de Edinburgh, el Prebende de Dunbar. Gif ther was ony 
brevis of the Papia purcheat be my Lord of Httmiy, direct 
to the Quenia Grace and your Lordship, declarand the Papis 
mynd nocht to dispone apone Dunlield in the fauoum of 
your Lordehip onto the tyme that my eaid Lord uf Murray 
waa in poasesaioune of SfuictandroiH I report me to the 
eamin, the quhilkia or now, 1 traet your Lordaliip and the 
Quenie Grace has reasauiC, like as 1 have writin, diners 
tymia to your Lordship, and altherlaat, ex data tfiiHio huiiin, 
and direct the eamin to Master Johnne Carre to be send to 
your Lordship, with diligeua ; and with the eamin lettree I 
' send to your Lordship the brief adportaada arma, and the 
copijB of the ConsliLutiouHis in decima SMSiune Coucilij Lal- 
sTauensis. Tour bullis of prouisioun of Dunkeld, togidder 
with the monitour penale contra Andream Sleti'orl in gpecit, 
ac contra otmies alioa in generf, I sail send conforme to your 
Ixtrdahipe writing, in all poesible haLat; had nocht bone I 
had ane grt^ impediment in the expedicioun of the said 
buUia, thai Buld haue bene all apeid or now, tuiching the 
quhilk impediment, I wraite to youre LMdship at lenthe 
qainio baim. Dout nocht bot coDsidering as all materia 
Htandii, 1 eall do the best I may ; and gif my said Lord the 
Oratour has done bisdebt tuiching the inhibitioune andaua- 
penaiouue of my said Lord of Murrayis falculteis and lega- 
cid, your Lordahip may consider be the Papis breuis direct 
to your Lordship, the quhilk breuia 1 haue aent, and as I 
tnust ye sail ressaue the samin, with your lettres. I wraita 
to your Lordship to informe the Quenig grace of Che tbankis 
done be my aald Lord, the Bischop of Wlsistir, and to 
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*oi« hu Gri« u) writ «o hi. Urfdup, tbMik^ 

IPmi .Wii««icf , ptmying kk Lorfrfup to poBeodr andeciH 

UMw. quniik hA* Dochs alknertie deMmiit thank, bot bath 

I^i^"""^^ I^Iw^^toyoi«Lc«d8chip,hoir 
tnat Uiei* wu ane commiaioaii made ex />arf« PHarisSamii 

«./.»« urminm ap.MaUiairHm bulUt oriifimaiams tramnamtis 
wiiHim^ .^Ht.<ij^ ^d aakit that caw ile aaZ/i^aie cemsuranm 
to be committit to ane of the caidinab, te. Thesaid oom- 
muMoone wia propooit be ane Jacobatios, that is Refer- 
ewlir lA rWiwi .^tptatHm Pnpali, tiz. qtnmto Aviiu. Efter 
that the Pap» Holynea had redd the samin, he ddiuerit it 
to the daitar. onto the tyme that his Holynea war f<sriher 
marauiait, and that waa mekle be the aoliciUtioiin of the 
Cardinale Amontane, and has done largdie at all for my 
Lord of Murray, and yit continewiB^ T cann nocht aay how 
that commiaHoane dt nnUitate ti de retractiome prvmoeiatdi 
facte in penfona Episii^pi Morametutis, willhaoe passage. 
I dred that the Piqpe will nocht hastdie conunitt tha 
materia and cauasia, as yit ; neairthelea, ther is diligence 
done, and sal be done, in the hei|MngQf tha materia sa fer as 
be, the cais beaud coosiderit. 

1 ferlie your Lordship wraite nocht to me to qubilkiB 
jugis your Lordship waki haf had the nuHiitour penale, nor 
yit de calort benenciorum deteutomnL I did the beat as I 
understand, and has committit that monitour penal to my 
Ijord of Cowper and Lindoris, and to the ProToet of Aber- 
nethy. As for the retentioune of Arbroth, I couth not 
get IN specie, becaus it vras so recenUie speid in consistorio. 
The help at may be maid in that mater, I sail do my best. 
Item as tuiching the confirmatiouD, and the brieff dedara- 
tiouDS and absolutiouns respectiue, I haue maid the refor- 
matioun thereof conform to your Lordships lastinforma- 
tioune, bot it will be in gret deficulte and excedand 
expenses and we get thame in that forme; I sail spend 
nothing, no¥rther in tha materis nor utheris that I ma 
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eschew, bot as or I be frustruate, I will mak honest expenses 
as efferis. I writ to Jerome Fiiscobald,* that quhen your 
Lordschipes bullis of Dunkeld commis, that he speid the 
samm to your Lordschip, and that he sal be thankf ullie payit 
of the rest of the bullis and of utheris materls. I will 
nocht bynd your Lordschip in the bankis sub penis calumnie 
apostolice, and be in danger of thair cursing, so far as I 
may eschew thairfor. Mak some diligence and finance 
in the hast your Lordship may, and be reddand him. Tour 
Lordschip can nocht haue ane finale compt quhUl that 
Jerome and I be togidder. I wrote to your Lordschip the 
bullis ware stoppit for the j™ ducatis for the compositioun 
of the confirmatioun of the Kingis testament. I will nocht 
consent thairto aliquo pacto and I may ytherwayis do. War 
ane uther man my partie than the Paipe I couth fynd 
sum remeid. Gif that I may nocht eschew otherwais, or 
that I haue the bullis taryit, and to haue the Paipe gracious 
to your Lordschip in other thingis that ar able to occur, 
I will nocht stand in that mater, for in faithe, I trow Terr- 
alie had nocht bene the respect of that money, we suld 
nocht haue gotten our entent in Dunkeld. Thair was so 
mony impedunentis, and ay the langar able to haue bene 
the f errar fra oure purpos. I think it mery as it is. 

Item, I haue raisit ane prouisioun apoun the Deanry of 
Glasgow for Mastir Anthone OgUby, certo modo vacantem^ 
and ane other to Master Johnne Irwyne eftir youre Lord- 
schipis writingis, and I shall send your Lordschip copiis of 
the samin, with the next cursour. 

Item, as for my simplenes, your Lordschip may remember 
and reward as your Lordschip thinkis tyme and caus. I 
sal be leile and traist to your Lordschip and your materis sa 
fer as I haue grace and knawlage. The Italianis has ane 
•proYeth^—fdelis seruus asinus perpetuus, I waite that I serf 

* Several notices of Jerome Frischobald, the banker, and of fees 
paid to him for Dispensations at Rome, are given in the *^ Ledger 
of Andrew Halyburton," 8vo, Edin., 1867. 
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na Italiane ; I traist sickirlie that I aeire ane noble, dis- 
crete and kind liOrd, the quhilk was neair unkuid to naoe 
that deaeroit kindnee or reward. Aneutis WiUiam Douglas 
dispensatioun writ to me abeolut, quhether he is deiiciis 
vel scolaris. This I have writia of hefor diuers tpxm at 
the directioune of your bullis. I sail writ at lenthe in all 
materis. I gait no writing fra your Lordschip sene the iiii 
day of Aprile. Pleis your Lordschip to send the tother bill 
to my Lord of Cowper, and the blissit Trinite conseroe 
your Lordschip eternally. Et sic subscript. 

v. R. P. Seruitor ad mandata paratissimus, 

A. Trumble.* 

Adam Williamson to Gavin Douglas, 

To his especiale gude Lorde, Mastir Gravin Douglas, 
Bischop of Dunkeld, and Abbot of Arbroth. 

Humillima recomendatione premissa — ^My Lord, I ma*vale 
that ye neuir wraite to me nor send this lang tjrme past ; 
I am redde that ye haue me suspecte, bot, the deid preres 
the man — omnis laus virtutis in actione consisUt, Ye ar now 
Bischop of Dunkeld and that by the noble King of Ing- 
landis writing to the Paipe as apperis, and sum thing by 
my labour. My Lord, to be schort, send a secret wys man 
in Ingland and that schortlie, with kynd lettres to the 
Kingis grace fra the Queue and fra the Erie of Angus and 
fra you alsa. I ensure you my Lord his Grace will nocht 
fale the Queue his sistir. Lat hir be radde for na man, 
his Grace with his wys counsale labouris for the weile of 
the Queue and of hir childryne, his derest nevois, mair na 
ye trow. Thocht the Queue haue nocht all thingis that 
scho desiris at the first, lat hir be content — quia quod cfe- 
fertur non aufertur. My Lord, gif the Quene, or my Lord 
of Angus, or ye think to do anything with the Kingis 
Grace, cause the Quene to writ kynd lettres to my Lord of 
Yorkjt for I assur yow he is hir gret frend and may do 

* Acta Dom. ConcUii, xxvii., fol. 32. + Cu^inal Wolsey. 
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nmisl witJi liir broder the King of on; man of lif and merit. 
lie is worthy the &utorite that he is io, and that ye wald 
Bay and ye knew him alewele ae I do. Gif it wald plois the 
Quenis Grace to thank him for me, I war niekle bound to 
hir Graice. He is my aiugulare gud Lord, 1 leif heir onlie 
by him tor hir aaik. Aa for the Bisehop of Murray his 
legacy is revokit be the Paipe. He is departit furth of 
Flandris, and I think that he hydis him in Scotland to mak 
disBentioD amang yow. He neuir did gud in Scotland nor 
neaer BalL My Lotd, iend a secret wye man in quham ye 
ma traist, and he sail bring to the Quene and to yow gud 
tithingia. I beeek yow be gud Lord to my sister aud to hir 
hnaband Ninzeane Inglia. I luk for a Prebend of Dunkeld. 
I Bpek by tyme, for a dum man gettis aeldiim land, and I 
am youria qubether ye will or nocht. I am aftectit to yow 
abuf ony man in Scotland as God help me, t^uhn preaenie 
yow. At Lundone the xix day of Juuii. Et sic sabBcript. 
tuuB AuAU Williamson, ■ 

The Duke of Albany, being now in poaseasion of 
evidence that Douglas liad obtained the Bishopric of 
Dunkeld through the influence of Henry with the 
PopCj deemed this a favourable opi>ortunity of setting 
aside one who was so nearly related to the Earl of 
Angus, and so capable of supporting his interest. 
As stated in Lord Dacre'a letter, " being fret with ire 
and malice," he summoned a meeting of the Lords of 
Council to be held on 6tli July 1515, forthe purjiose 
of laying these treasonable papers before them. 

Douglas, being aware that his affairs were to be 
discussed at the meeting, went to see the Regent be- 
fore it took place. The Secretary of the Council 
s to have been present at this interview, and 
• Acta Dom. Conoilii, iiTii,, fol, S3 h. 



Ix BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCllON. 

minuted as follows : — " My Lord Gouemour shew 
that he was infonuit be diuers writings fix)m the 
Court of Rome that the said Postulat was promovit 
to the Bishopry of Dunkeld be the King of Inglandis 
writings, and the said promotion solicitat be the Pro- 
tectour of Ingland, Cardinal de Medicis, and the 
Orator of Ingland; the quhilk the said Postulat 
denyit that he knew anything off, and, or he had 
bene art or part in the said mater he had leuer have 
bene hangit, and neuer had benefice into the realm."* 

Douglas then went to the meeting of the Lords of 
Council, and was examined in their presence. The 
following minute was made of the proceedings on 
this occasion : — 

At Edinburgh, the 6th day of June [July] 1515 years, in 
presence of my Lord Governour, the Lordis of Consale, and 
the remanent of the Lordis underwritten, that is to say ane 
noble and honourable man — De Planis, oratour to the maist 
cristin king of Fraunce ; ane maist Reverend, and Reverend 
faderis in God, James, Archibischop of Glasgw, Ghancellar ; 
David, Bishop of Galloway ; James, Bischop of Dunblane ; 
Robert, Bishop of Ross; Androw, Bischop of Gathnes; 
David, Bischop of Ergyle ; Johnne, Elect of the Ilis ; noble 
and michty Lordis, Archibald, Erie of Angus ; Colyn, Erie of 
Ergile ; Johnne, Erie of Levinax ; Hew, Erie of Eglintoun ; 
Guthbert, Erie of Glencame; Gilbert, Erie of Gassilis; 
Venerable faderis in God, James, Postulate of Dunfermling ; 
Patrik, Abbot of Cambuskyneth ; Johnne I-iord Erskin, 
Johnne Lord Flemyng, Johnne Lord Hay of Tester, Johnne 
Lord Drummond, Sir Antone Darsy, Monsr. La Basty, and 
Baroun of Fareris, Master Gavin Dunbar, Archideneof St An- 
drews, Clerk of Register, Master James Ogilby, Channoun of 

* Ibid, f ol 26. 
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Aberdene, and Master James Wischarf, Justice Clerk.^ — 
Comperit Master Gavin Douglas, Postolat of Arbroth, and 
Bchew bow he was ane man of 40 yerie of age or therb^, and 
ane gentilmaii of giide blude, and has paEsit his time id 
Scotland, Ingland, France, and Some without defamatioun 
or ony repreif to his honeste, as was knawin to diuers 
ot my Lordis at ware than present for the tynie ; ho«- 
beit aa he whb informit, he was delatit to lie ane erile 
man in diiirrs poyntis, and had committit crymes in- 
contrar fbe Kingia Majestie and common wele of the 
realme, the qubilk, he said, God willing, euld nocht be 
fuodin ot verite ; My said Lord Gouemour herand this 
narratiouii of the eaid Poetulate, answerit first to his 
reborsie and sayiDgis that the said Postulate wist weill 
that my Lord Gouemour held him not sic ane man nor 
sa miscbimd for to do agane our Souerane Lord and his 
realme, and that my Ixird Gouemour traistit nocht that 
ony Scotisman in the realme wald aek help at Inglisraen 
in bis doingia, and that he wald he, wele content that tlie 
said PoBtniate wald discharge and qnyte himself honestly 
and weile of sic materia ; and that the Postulate knew wele 
wiien he come to my Lord Goueraour to excuse him, iiis 
Lordship said the samin to him, and the Postulat said if his 
Lordship fand tliat he askit help at Inglismen in this deid, 
that is to say in the purchesing of this benefice of Dunkeld 
or in any vther thingis, be was content that my said Lord 
fluid gar cut off his heid, the qahilk sawis my Lord gort 
the PoBtulat confess and rehers agane before the Quene; 
and my Lord Gouern our said to Her Grace before the Lordis 
of Consalethirwordis, 'Madame, 1 have gattyow understand 
this deid quhilk tuichjs the King your sonne and my 
souerane Lord, quhilk is the thing ye suld have maist 
tendir ;' and to thir wordis the Queue ansuerit and confesait 
it was of verite that the said Lord said to hir sic langage 
of befor, ami said farther to him, My Lord, be ye richt 
sickir that na person in the warld desiris sa mekle the gude 
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jc 3IT baniu m I lio. aod will nockt nafeoieiift man that wald 
A> -ifeCMui char rrckfi and priTcfege of my aonnis cnxme, 
S*c v*il ktfip fti eauw jortice be done ^KMine any penonii 
:aAC «*il actanpc in cJm oontnr, and pnyit hia Lonkhip to 
it* lifttf JMnm ai accordifi of hia office ; and think nocht that 
tfuir I va» cuowncind to uc thingii aa ar laid or aidike, 
Aoti ;t viil nodii be found that I did onjthing agania the 
pr.Tviaf^ oc 31T aoanii onione on my hoDOor, praying your 
L^^raiOip Si.' ^tv oa cfedenoe till aic thingia aganis me, 
Xaai uuKtk? ny Loid Goaenoiir anaoerit, that he was 
laeiiuieRC %> flBit<*ne the pnTiIege and rycht of our SoaenuM 
I .:r.i to she end oc hia lyiie afi ail hia power with body and 

iV. :he 9th of JuIt the meeting again took up the 
v*:ftse ot'Gcivin IVmgLfts. when he pleaded that as he 
w-jks *' jLie >{>inciidJe man/ and as he was before a 
tc'dL^xTU cvHirt« he waa beyond their jurisdiction. 
The Lonii^ however, unanimously OTerruled this oV 
jeccion. IVmutUs then produced a letter which had 
h«vii $iime%i ui.^ only by the Queen but by eleven 
Lonis of the CiHmciL preferring him to the Bishopric. 
The pnxiuction of tliis letter caused explanations and 
pn>ce$t5 which are also giren in the minute, as 
follows : — 

Anent the actioan proponit be my Lord Goaemour 
aganis Gawyne, Pustulate of Aibroth, that the said 
Poetalate sold parvheee the Biseheprick of Dnnkekl in the 
Court of Rome contrare the statntis of the realme, the said 
Postulate allegit that he is ane spiritoale man, and thairfore 
my Lord Gouemour and Loidis of ConaeU ar na jugis to 
him in the said mater : In presena of my Lord Gouernour 
the Lordis foresaid all in ane voce, be sentence interiocutour 
decretis and deliueris that nochtwithstanding the said ex- 
• Acta Dom. Concilii, xxrii, fol. 26 b. 
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eeptionns my Lord Gouemour and Lordis of CoDsell sr 
jogia competent to haus the cognitioune of the hreking of 
the Actis of Partiament, and na vtheria. 

Cojiia litere PontiUali de Arhrolh. 
Tbe Qwenia Grace hb tittrice te^tameotar and Goueniour to 
Mr derreet soime the EiDgia Hienes, with the awis of the 
Ix>rdiB vnderwriltin, for diuera and resonable gud causia and 
conaideraciaunB moving thame gevia and grautia tliare full 
conaentis and assentiB to ane nohle man MaBter Gawyne 
Douglaa, Poatulate of Arbroth, for the gift of the Biachepryt 
of Dtutkeld oow vacand be the deces of vmquhile George 
last Biachep and poaaesaonr of the flammyne, quhais saul 
God pardouue, and preferrii him thairto and to be anawerit 
tbairof aa accordiaoE tlie law. Couaidering he ia worthy 
ftnd abill thairfore baJth for hia nobilite of blud, rertii, and 
ecienoe, and for the payne and daily labonria he takia and 
has takin for the weilfare and proBperite of the Kingia per- 
sone and liburte of hia crowne, and at his power to procure 
ojid mak vnite, cherite, and concord amangia the I/)rdie 
and EatatiB of this realme now standing diaiunct and at 
diviaione: And to this efFecte our aaid Soueraoe Lady and 
Lordia has writtin in our Soueraoe Ijordia name thare 
effectuia lettrea for the said Maiater Gawynes promociouno 
to the Baid Biechcprik to the Papia Halynee and bis Cardtn- 
alis, chargeing be the tenoor of this wryte in our Baide 
Souerane Lordia name that na peraone nor peraonis presume 
or tat apone hand to cum in the contrare hereof in ony 
wyae, vndir all the hieat payne and charge thai may incur 
agaoia the Kingia Maiestie and hia auctorite riall, and als 
the pania contenit in the Actia of Parliament and priuilege 
grantit be dinerse Papia to this realme and Kingis of the 
sammytie quhen ony sic prelacyia and grete beneflcia 
faappinis to uaik within the attid realme : Certifying thame 
that cuinia in the contrare that the aaidia punia aal l»e 
eiBcut npoune thame with all rigour without favouris as 
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lirekaris of the said prinilege and parttakaris agania the 
Kingis Hienea aa his couapiratouria and oontraie the oom- 
mouiie wele of his realme; and gif ndd be that lettroB be 
writtin hereaponnc under the aignet to mak publicatiomie 
at the Morcat Corcis of Edinburgh, Perth, Donde, and 
vther placia neidfuU. Subecriuit be our aaid Sonerue 
I^ady and Lordia of Conaell in takyn of thaie conaentiB at 
Pertht the xx day of Januare, the yere of God j« ▼* and 
and xiiij yeris. Heir followia the aubacriptiomua of the 
Qnenia Cirace and I^rdia : — ^Margaret R. ; Erie of Angoe; 
Eric of Craafurd; Erie of Eroll; Alex., Erie of Hnntlie; 
C, Erie of Glencam ; Alex., Electoa Aberdonen. ; Richard, 
Lord Innermeitht; Jo., Lord Drumond; Willms., Abbas de 
Gupro ; James, Lord Ogilby ; Jo. Lo. Hay of Yeatir. 

Lyoun Kyng of Armis and Master James Uiqhart askit 
instrumentis, as thai allege that thai desyrit bim nocht to 
answere in the said mater bot gif he plesit, hora xi. 

Gawyne, Postulate of Arbroth, askit instrumentia that 
he answerit in the said mater nocht wytht hia will, as he 
allegit, bot because it was decretit that the Lordia foresaide 
war jugis in the cause. 

William, Erie of Erol, askit instrumentis that he put 
nocht his hand to the lettre purchest be the Postulate of 
Arbroth for the Bischeprick of Dunkeld for na breking of 
the Kingis preuilege, bot erar for affirmingpf his priuilege, 
and wald nocht consent to nathing at mycht brek his 
priuilege. 

My Lord Glencame askit instrumentis sidyke. 

My Lord Hay of Yestir askit siclyk. 

William, Erie of Erole, askit instrumentis that gif he 
has done ony thing in tymis bygane, being with the Quenis 
Graice, that he now reuokit and renuncit the sammyne. 

My Lord Drummond askit siclyke. 

The Lordis deliueris that nochtwithstanding the lettre 
produdtbe Gawyne, Postulate of Arbroth subscriuit be the 
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Quenis Graice and certane Lordis for the promocioune of 
the Bischepryk of Dnnkeld to the said Postulate, that he 
has brokin and yiolat the Actis of Parliament maid thair- 
apone, because thai haue fund that it is nocht ane sufficient 
lettre nor licence to saife him fra the brekyng of the saidis 
Actis of Parliament for the purchessing of the said 
Bischeprik of Dunkeld. 

Tlie Lordis decretis and deliueris that the Actis of Parlia- 
ment maid apoune Glerkis purchessing placiis at the Court 
of Rome without the Eingis licence salbe put to execucioun 
apoune Master Grawin Douglas, Postulate of Arbroth, in all 
pojntis efter the forme and tenour of the samin ; because 
he has brokin the said Actis and Statnt in the purchessing 
of the Bischoprik of Dunkeld without the Elingis licence or 
my Lord Gouemouris of commendacioune or laudacioune 
to the Papis Halynes for the sammin, as was clerelie 
vnderstand to the saidis Lordis.* 

Douglas, being now found guilty, incurred the 
punishment of banishment from the kingdom, but 
it was determined by the Regent and the Chancellor 
that he should be sent to prison. The Castle of 
Edinburgh was then selected as the place of his con- 
finement. He was afterwards committed to the 
custody of John Hepburn (his former rival for the 
Archbishopric) in the Castle of St Andrews. From 
thence he was conveyed to the Castle of Dunbar, and 
again to the Castle of Edinburgh. 

The Regent, who seems to have begun his rule in 
Scotland with great severity, next called Lord Drum- 
mond to account for his audacity in striking the Lord 
Lyon of Scotland when performing the beliest of the 
Council. He found him guilty, and sent him prisoner 

* Acta Dom. Concilii, xxvii. foil. 38, 39. 

e 



BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. Ixvii 

37 of bear, 64 of meal, and 28 of oats.* It had 
originally been a monastery of the Culdees, and 
St Colnmba was its patron saint The monastery 
was greatly enlarged by King David^ about the 
year 1127, who made its head the first bishop. 
Situated close to the river Tay, the Cathedral, which 
seems to have been completed soon after the year 
1450, with its gray square tower rising up from 
amidst a mass of trees, must have been an object of 
great dignity and interest in former times. Even now 
the ruins of the nave are singularly grand. 

One of the predecessors of Douglas was fiishop 
Stodair, whose conduct in the war of independence 
with '^Dglaxkd procured for him the name of the 
''wiriike Bishop," while Eobert the Bruce, sympa- 
^sing more with his heroic than his ecclesiastical 
qualities, called him his own Bishop. 

Another predecessor of Douglas, Bishop Lauder, 
by whom the building of the cathedral was completed, 
made many additions to its furnishings. Canon Myln 
records that ''he procured many priests' vestments 
of silk, and a deal of silver work, such as six caudle- 

' Thd Benedictme Abbey of Aberbrothook to which Dougla« 
was postalftted, was in 1560 worth annuaUy £2488, 3s., besides 20 
chalders of wheat, 118 of bear, 168 of meal, 27 of oats, and 1 last 
and 3 barrels of salmon. But from this rentai there fell to be 
deducted allowances to the monks on the establishment, who were 
paid at Kynloss at the following rate : — '' For habit silver, ilk monk 
hai£fand 50 s. be yeir ; For thair fische and flesche be yeir, ilk ane 
haiffand 8d. in the day for thair flesche and 2d in the day for thair 
fische." They had allowances ** for thair tyir, buttir, candill, spice 
and lentrum meitt. For Inraid and drink ilk ane of thaim haiffand 
in the yeir 19 bolls 1 firlot 2 pecs, extending in the haill to 16 chal- 
ders 15 bolls 1 firlot." — Account of Scottish Money^ ^c, p. 12, and 
Stuart*s Records of Ktnloss, p. 159. 



" • "• ■-' "^ 7-^^^ -^^w flaggnns, a box for 
^-"^ • "'^ - »--^ there was a part of our 
--.a -^. : ^ L .Minj the Eucharist, (^ 
-, — .^-.- T..-:-. ^.£ 1=1 :hrr for the holy water, 
•*^-= :> ' ■* ^'T- r'c :t^ - the holy water, and 
'"->- ^:^^-> .irTf- was over against the 
-"• - :-- . •^:::™ >T«^nting the twenty-four 
■ ^ -^ >^ •:nr AT-: av-re this two statnes of 
• 'i- ""-^ 'f ■'*• :*■■ pillars, on which rested 

L-^-- %■: :-.i :w- candlesticks of fifteen 
^ X- • '^:u: - ^Liz :« said in the Eevelation 
'^ . :. :-fc .1 c !!•*« branches was suspended 
- •• -• ' "^ r.- zuo* a pillar for supporting 
• *"*■'* « * -v:** fc: ijjc^r. with a bishop's chair, 
..... >,,. ; N .;:^ersw"' In 1500 Bishop 
'•••*'* >»•■:> ^r^c* -iTvsses. as also a cover 
* :.v . •••?• i^'ir-li " He made a pulpit 
-•v*^ .-.•*.. :::. rcr iirisions;, each of which 
-.-.— ^-s V*- ^u.-;** L ki Eria^list, and when the 
^~ ^'^ ^ ■ : »:i :: ■»"i^ in that dirision which 
■'- :.>*Ti»r .V :lr Evangelist whose Gospel 
' M . rir r:i:f a lesser pulpit, which was 
:'■ sTAT^: ;•: Mioses behind, on which 
^.•1 . • -n:.': k :»: :lr^ branches. He caused 
"i - •..-> ! :••: T»: wt :o be painted. He renewed 
. ; :>: •'. ..T .-r.-iss. the chancel, the altars 
N \ ».- ? s"; S:. V::harl He caused images of 
'^ »,\>i «.> ., x- KiA.::. aiid portraits of the other 
^». ^ -v ,.::fc*T ;:>..- :br wall all around. As for 
'. V ..^N. -.,.sy-.-^^- 'r:>ho}>5, and others who had 
v\ - :\v -4 ;•:,*.:>> :. ;>« Church, he caused their 
"^ -. s ,v \ .:r»» :; ::jv:i the wall behind the altar. 






t >Cv 



> * 



BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. Ixix 

that the whole quire might in time of prayers have 
their eyes upon them. He also heautified all the 
altars with proper figures, and for the use of each 
gave proper vestments to the priests. He bought 
two great bells — the lesser called George, and the 
greater St. Golme. He procured another, greater, 
called Maryford, which he left to his successor. A 
number of the prebendaries contributed vestments, 
and valuable and weighty silver ornaments. The 
Prebendary of Finigirth gave two chalicce, silver gilt, 
two silver phials, and a pot adorned with the image 
of St. Golumba, his guardian saint. 

The altars in the church were dedicated to, 1. The 
blessed Virgin, which stood to the right of the princi- 
pal altar; 2. St. Michael; 3. St. Martin; 4. St. 
Nicholas; 5. St. Andrew the apostle ; 6. the Innocents; 
7. All Saints; 8. Stephen the martyr; 9. John the 
Baptist; 10. St. Gatherme; 11. St. John. The 
12th is believed to have been the altar of St. Ninians 
or St. Salvator.* 

The Bishops had four mansions or palaces — in 
Edinburgh, Perth, Gluny, and Dunkeld. The latter 
stood a little to the south-west of the cathedral. It 
consisted of several long houses of two stories, 
thatched after the manner of the times. For greater 
security to that residence, a castle was erected close 
to it in 1408. The castle contained ** a great hall 
with vaulted granaries, and a larder " — a precautio- 
nary step against any long-continued attack by the 
Highland clans. Although no vestige of this edifice 
remains, its site is still called " the Castle Glose." 

• Myln quoted in Stat. Ace. of Scot., voL x., p. 972. 
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In 1508 a wing was built to the palace, and adjoin- 
ing to it a handsome private chapeL Bishop Brown 
furnished the palace in 1509, and left the furmture 
to his successors in office.* 

We must now return to the imprisonment of Gktyin 
Douglas, which was deeply felt by his friends, by 
whom strenuous efforts were made for his release. 

The Pope was appealed to, and the following l^ter 
of Alexander Tumbull, the agent of Douglas at Rome, 
addressed to the £arl of Angus, shews the steps which 
were taken on his behalf : — 

Alexander Turnhull to the Earl of Angus, 

JHESUS. 

My Lord, I commend my seruice oneto your L. in the maist 
humble wis and emplesit the sammyn to wit, that eftir I 
gat information at my I^rd of Dunkeldin, my maister, was 
takin and injuriously put in preson, I causit the P^is 
Halynes to be informit hereapon, and has sped ane breiff of 
the Papis Halynes direct to the Duk for the deliuering and 
relaxin of hym furth of preson, the copy of the quhilk breff 
your L. sail resaff; And I purposit incontinent til haf 
send the said breff hame sa that it mycht haff beyn intimat 
and present till the Duk, bot efter that thar com heir writ- 
ing at the Quenis Grace and your L. war remouit of the land, 
and for certane respectis cummyn in Ingland, I knew nocht 
to quhat frend I mycht haff send the said breff to that 
effect at the sammyn mycht haf beyn present till the Duk, 
and thar is na trast freind now in Brugis that I ma direct 
my writingis, for Master John Barry the quhilk oonwoyit 
my writingis of befoir has writyn to me and has excusit 
hym. Thar is laitly past in Ingland a familiar and secretar 

* .Statistical account of Scotland, x., p. 972. 
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of the Bisschop of Wlsifiter * direct be the Papis Halynes 
wyth the cardinales hat till the Archbisschop of Yorke^f 
the quhilk was maid Gardinale at the request of the Kingis 
Grace of Ingland; and your L. mycht fynd the wai for to 
caus hym to consent to pas in Scotland wyth the Papis 
brevis, and to present the sammyn to the Duk of Albane 
for the dehuering of my maister furth of preson, and to 
haf his ansuer thareapon. I think that war the best wai 
that we couth fynd, for I dreid that considering as the cais 
is now, thar is rycht few that will be contentit within our 
realme to present ony thyng to the Duk til his desplesour 
ma this way be wroucht. I sal get breuis in diueris formis 
in the faworis of my Lord, and als sal get speciall command 
and writing of the Pape till the said secretar to present the 
said brevis to the Duk ; And gif your L. gettis his consent 
your L. ma solist the Kingis Grace of Ingland to wryt to 
the Bisschop of Wlsister hereapon, and at the Bisschop ma 
wryt till his said familiar caUit Bonifacius for to accept 
this mater and tak it one hym for the luff of Almychty God. 
Remembir apon my L., for war his L. at liberte he wald 
nocht neglek your L. nor vtheris freindis. I haff sped a 
breff of the Papis apon the confirmation of the Kingis testa- 
ment efter my Lordis wryttyng and diuers information 
send to me thareone, and has send now to the Quenis Grace 
the copy of the said breff and has writtyn till hir Grace 
at lentht thareapon, and sichk tuiching vtheris materis. 
Item, Jerome Friscobald duelland in Brugis causit be his 
commission Symon de Recasolis and Kenald de Recasolis 
his responsalis in Rome for to ansuer me for the expedition 
of the bidlis of Dunkeldin, and vtheris materis concerning 
my Lord and freindis. And sen thai bullis war sped, and 
at thai wnderstand at my Lord was in preson, Jerom has 
writtin here till his responsalis, and has suspendit that com- 
mission, and sa thai will nocht ansure me of a dukat quhill 
that thai haf vthir command of Jerome ; and now is nocht 

* Worcester. f Wolsey. 



— n fc. T .s- 1^ LiAw^ V want ovdens coDsidering 
ii^.i.'-s, -ja: t.'.-snfc. i.r ':c: .rvkw mmr I do nocht hdr 
' «• n ■ : rife laii ruKTu f^iaiii prvsent. nor yit for myn 
» • .2 iiB^iir ; ujcir I KsKik toot L lo fvude sum way, 
ur.: -a,:^ t,. <;. jj^^ s^xm :i zmn c4 fyuuice now in this 
: ' . "» r .'••••.me FT».r:<ib*£ 2« -iiKliaDd in LoodoD a aone 
■*k-. - j".iiui*:>- a? Fr».-.i^'i lai Leonarde h» Symon and 
*.:*:*•: Q: t.--sKi> tc %ssdR.Ta tl tym hen? : tharefore yoor 
iia -T7i: tM vx: r .-ma» Lecoaz^ie for to wiyt to his 
-ST* i!2Aw:fr ? r i: u£?=r^f =if :i ta saekil fynanee as yoor L 
» .. ^ iiikrjn± :z:;^. :r:?rran as we ma fynd sum ythir 
% I « ^ r 11. <« TtMSf L^: r^ce t:LTth of Rome to Floran, 
> i:i Hi; tisii V TflSw az^i w^ tk&ff mooy smal freindis in 
:!t: .ML^ jbi ¥-u*Ai»i liij' awarta^. For that cans as the 
: ki* r-k^itf* '^•nl.>x3^ I xi^.c »iire* me ay to be thar, and 
- :a.- * .. .-■» » III- V ii*i ttfcr Jarse expenas. And wyth the 
^-H.^ c ' •: Aai.]rriTr I sL *i: «:^ iiogens efter my power 
&- ; iw: I. k:i-l v'4M£v rrtfciis sal be applesL RaJtasaar 
>-- «*kr . fr .; lit whj rrrxrrr, tzriL of Scotland here wyth 
.Mi:.r:.h^ c i^*'. :r<fO:2tf ira ihte I>::j: dl the Papis Halynes 
.^ 1. :rkr st 1 ri :c I^ziisiiiz as I am informyt: quhen 
: :.t: :•:.»: -r T -. yzzLz^i^ -wi^ ii^ ,3w:r&s he wiU be met The 
:'x. ..-> Ka. T^-;* ar.'.: z&.ct T^icris ^rvf men of cud merwalis 
-•: L.' : arc ATT a^.'.: r^K ti-j^cire doo to mr Lord of Don- 
k: vi.: XT'.: T-:: ;r» irt-iL'-bs^ Tr>e Paj* will nodit hastely, 
.-c- I -• T.'.- ; :sia:j -L T-r^-; i7».c =:t Lord of Dunkeldin. forna 
: .:. -rr.-^: vc. r.*a S ^ti-- a^ruiif h» L., for the Pap has beyn 
jcx: ij^.<c Oar.iirjL:^ sjk .vf: izicvmit of his Dobifite, sciens, and 
^ :ci<c*.> ^j.: r.; ::Jr yr.^T^ered*. that thai will nocht gif haste 
sTk\;;;x Ar.-.: :.-jLrf.^rt a: yv>ar L. li^ of gud confoit and 
rt :::^ ::-.i-ir yv>c.r 1. r>:-bill piv^nitona. and addres your L. 
>»>:h she vvnsL and h^-I: of irad freindis to conwict the 
::»k» v^f y vKir iiinec:Ti«, :he quhilk has lawborit and lanboiis 
,^ our 1.. vtir di^truv'tioE. the quhilk I traist in God Almychty 
aiKl Tv^ur I., pid p.vaemaEce sal pas all thare powar. And 
|»leis >KHir 1, oftir your L has consideiit this writting to 
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send me ansure thareof ; your L. may fynd the way aye 
quhen any writingis cummys heir to the Bisschop of 
Wlsistir to caus your writingis send to me to be direct till 
the Bisschop, for he standis Oratour for the King of Ingland 
and commonly like monetht anis thar cummis writtingis 
till hym. And as ony tbyng occurris, sa at it pies your L. 
I saU certefy your L. thareof. As the warld standis now, 
nowthyr ma my Lord wryt to me nor yit I ma get writ- 
ing conwoit to his L. — God Almychty remeid ! This storm 
is sa wiolent it ma nocht lest. And I get na fynance in 
hast I mon perfors cum my wa, for I haff lewyt of my 
credens sen June, and I war rycht way and laichth to de- 
part now quhill my Lord war a free man, and owt of 
trubill, sa that I mycht vthir wais do. The Bisschop of 
Wlsistir sped a breiff of the Papis in August direct to the 
Duk for the deliuering of my Lord, and send the sanmiyn 
to the King of Ligland. Gud it war at that breiff war pre- 
sent to the Duk and to haff his ansur, and send the sammyn 
heir sa that we do heir thareftir. And the glorius Yirgyn 
conserff your L. eternaly. At Rome the ferd dai of Nouem- 
ber. — ^Your L. seruitor, 

Sb. Alexr. Turnbull.* 

The following letter of the Pope to the Duke 
of Albany is worded in strong language, directly 
censuring the Duke for the insult he had given to 
the Holy See by imprisoning Douglas, and award- 
ing pains and penalties to him and all persons aiding 
openly or secretly in the detention of the Bishop : 
these penalties to extend to the second generation 
of their descendants : — 

DilectoJiUo nohili viro Johanni Duci Albanie Regni Scotie 

Gubernatori, 

Dilecte fili, salutem, etc. Nuper per nos accepto, quod 

* Addressed. — To my maist special! Lord my Lord Erie of 
Angous. MSS. Brit. Mus., Calig. 6. v., fol. 97. 
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Dobilitas tua dilectnm filiam Gawinum electum Donkeld- 
ensem, qaem ad supplicatioiiem curiwumi in Ghristo filii 
nostri Jaoobi Scotoram regis iUustris ac dilect(»iim filiomm 
preBidentium Gonsilii 1^:0! Soocte ecdesie Dimkeldensi tunc 
eerto modo pastoris solacio destitute io EpiBcopum pre- 
feceramuB, et pro quo prefatom Jacobom Regem ac te per 
diaersaB nostras in forma breois literas attencius hortati 
f aeramns vt idem rex assisteret, et ta cum rege et consilio 
prefatis, eidem Gauino electo in assequenda possessione 
legiminis et administrationis ipsius ecclesie Dunkeldensis 
fauorem et auzilium exhiber^is; ac cui antea pro r^ni 
Scocie quiete per alias nostras mandaueramus, yt venerabili 
fratri nostro Andree Archiepiscopo SancUandree quern 
legatum natum dicti regni quoad uiueret cum certis facul- 
tatibus creaueramus, nostro nomine inhiberet ne donee aliud 
sibi mandaremus legatnm se nominaret nee sibi concessis 
▼teretur, ad te euocari feceras. Et cum super huiusmodi 
mandato cuius penitus ignarus erat, eum interrogasses, 
ipseque Gawinus jurejurando respondisset ipsios mandati 
sibi per nos facti nullam habuisse nee habere noticiam, sed 
illius prorsus inscium esse, tu ira accensus, honorisque 
tui ac proprie salutis immemor, eum temere et iniuriose 
capiens, demum careeribus mandpari facere seu mandaro 
non formidaueras, in nostrum et apostolice sedis non leuem 
ofiPensum, atque anime tue detrimentum anathematis, prop- 
terea et priuacionis feudorum et inhabilitatis descen- 
dentium ad beneficia obtinenda et ecclesiastici interdicti 
aliasque multiplices penas in constitucione consilii Yien- 
nensis contcntas, incurrendo : Nos per alias nostras literas 
eciam in forma breuis nobilitatem tuam in Domino hort- 
andam duximus, yt huiusmodi facinoris atrocitatem celeri 
remedio corrigere, et opportuna satisfactione emendare 
studeres, eundemque Gawinum electum quam primiun 
relaxari et ad pristinam libertatem reintegrari procurares. 
Alioquin expediens nobis ymmo necesse futurum erit pro 
prefati Gauini electi liberacione et nostri et huiusmodi 
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sancte sedis honoris eoneeniacione, ad oportuna died concilii 
et aliarum constitucioDum apoetolicarum prodita a jure 
remedia contra te, et alios ad detencionem eiusdem auxiliom 
consilium et f auorem, directe uel indirecte, tacite uel expresse 
l^restantes prosilire, eorumqae descendentes vsque [ad] se- 
condam generacionem inhabiles, et alios qui cum possent Ola 
negligebant emendare easdemque amplius penas incurrisse 
declarare et pro talibus nunciari et ab omnibus arcius 
euitari debere. Nos igitur qui vnicuique in iusticia debi- 
tores sumus eidem Gauino electo ne cuius liberacio diuciua 
differator, de celeris prouisionis remedio succurrere volentes 
premissa ad memoriam nobilitatis tue de nouo duximus 
reducenda, eandem nobilitatem tuam quam speciali dilex- 
ionis affectu exvisceribus caritatis prosequimiur attencius 
requirentes, quatinus te statim iusticie cui eciam ipse 
astringeris te exhibeas — etiam ut nos ab huiusmodi cura 
liberes, prefatum Gawinum electum relaxari et ad pre- 
stinam libertatem reintegrari cum effectu facere et 
emendare nullatenus differas. Alioquin inuiti et contra 
mentem nostram cogimur pro iusticie debito nedum ad 
concilii et constitucionum aUaque a iure prodita remedia 
huiusmodi verumetiam acriores censuras et penas contra te, 
et quoscunque alios detencioni ipsius Gawini electi auxilium 
consilium et fauorem directe uel indirecte, tacite yel ex- 
presse prestantes, eorumque descendentes usque ad secun- 
dam generacionem procedere, et alias in has nostri pastoralis 
officii partes intetponere, prout pro ipsius Gawini electi 
lib^tusione et libertatis ecclesiastice et auctoritatis sedis 

predicti conseruacione conspexerimus expedire. Datum 
etc.* 

In order to trace the steps by which Douglas 
regained his liberty, and was inducted into office, we 
must shortly glance at the affairs of Queen Margaret, 

* MSS. Brit. Mu8. Calig. B. v., fol. 97. 
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icrrjjt i«ff if 'Litt cis^:*tr nf its' Tunur «aBL. Siie 
fcc V. Hit t^insr *IjtSLit if rlj^szhiS?. jdi£ afeer- 

gncTfrJitigaig cf K^tr Jjaitfi^ TL S:*:cl j&er TJry she 
w*3ai irj Ltj&SicL &s»i irn^ wiZ ;«txrreii s2 i^iif Ccdt 
of Ler tcxciifir H-h:^- 

bnL H<^ sm ksso^ !.> lUrpaiee besmiiii^ iier to 
Ussuai xo rfate»:4^ j;2>i dfc^iziriz^ 2T-trsk«i toiigoroos 
measures. TLe Qxttn rE^*!>fd t<c* kis imhisBadcss 
thai ap|ff^ebefiaoii5 fc*r btr life h^d oc^isinaMd iier to 
qoit Soc^Luid. ai^ denufided the taSc-Ii^ c^ her sods 
and the Re^encr of the kiiogdom. She related ho* 
grieraDees at the hands c^ AlbanT in a long paper 
which she sahmitted to his amhassadors, in whidi the 
following paiticolars are renr gnphicaOr giren : — 

*' And at the ccmjiige of the said Duke into SootbniL 
he made me fare and pfeasante sembbnoe, and afterwaids 
pttrpoted bj the adTice of his CounseilL, to take the King 
and Us bfoder. mr said tender childer from me. And 
thereupon caused the Lord Dromonde, being Constable of 
mj said Castle of Stirling, whiebe bad the keeping of mj 
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said tender ehilder, to be accused because the said Ix)rde 
Dromonde wapped his sleif at an Harrold, and gave hym 
Tpon the breste with his hand, for, because the said Harrold 
behaved hym otherwise thenne he ought to do, saing that 
he come in message horn the Lordis to my Lady the Kings 
moder, which was afore the comyng of the said Duke into 
Scotland. 

^* And after that also committed the Postulate of Arbroth 
to warde, because that I wrote a lettre to the Popes 
Holynes, in commende of the said Postulate to the Bishop- 
ricke of Dunkeld, and also, that the Kings Highnes, my 
derest broder, at my instance wrote anoder lettre to the 
Popes said Holyness in the favour of the said Postulate, 
whereupon I come downe to the Holyrodehous to sollicite 
and labour to the said Duke (sore weeping) for the said 
Lord Dromonde and Postulate being my counseillouris, 
but grace got I none, and thenne oder of my counseillouris 
and sernantis, seingthat, withdrew them all from me except 
my Lord of Anguiss and the Lord Chamberlain. 

^^And thereupon the said Duke of Albany, by the 
advice of his counsaill, appointed thre lordis to have the 
keping of my said ehilder the King and his broder, as more 
at large it appereth in a bill of supplication given in to the 
Kings said Highnes my dereste broder of my matiers 
aforesaid. 

" And for to saye that ever I was aggreable, content, or 
pleased that the said Duke of Albeny shuld come into 
Scotland, or that ever he did iustice or meddled with 
iustice, but only vexed and teobled me and my ffreinds it 
appereth in the said supplicacion whiche I am redy to 
justifie poincte by ponicte."* 

To the Queen's terms the Duke of Albany could not 
agree, but he offered to set Gavin Douglas at liberty, 
and to give him a benefice of the value of two or three 
thousand franks. To this the Queen replied :— 

* MSS. Brit. Mus. CaUg. B. vi., fol. 117, 
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with which it was his fate to be so intimately 
connected. 

The Regent Albany, after his severe punishment 
of Gavin Douglas and his relative Lord Drummond, 
kept the Queen also in a kind of captivity in what 
Douglas from sad experience knew to be, and in a 
subsequent paper, calls " the wyndy and richt 
vnplesant Castell and royk of Edinburgh," and de- 
prived her of the custody of her young sons. She 
at last found this treatment so irksome that she 
fled to the Border Castle of Blackadder, and after- 
wards to Harbottle, where she was delivered of her 
daughter. Lady Margaret Douglas, subsequently the 
grandmother of King James VI. Soon after this she 
went to London and was well received at the Court 
of her brother Henry. 

The Regent now became sensible of the imprudence 
of his conduct towards the sister of the king of Eng- 
land. He sent letters to Margaret, beseeching her to 
listen to reason, and declaring his aversion to rigorous 
measures. The Queen replied to his ambassadors 
that apprehensions for her life had constrained her to 
quit Scotland, and demanded the tutelage of her sons 
and the Regency of the kingdom. She related her 
grievances at the hands of Albany in a long paper 
which she submitted to his ambassadors, in which the 
following particulars are very graphically given : — 

" And at the comynge of the said Duke into Scotland, 
he made me fare and pleasante semblance, and afterwards 
purposed by the advice of his Counseill, to take the King 
and his broder, my said tender childer from me. And 
thereupon caused the Lord Dromonde, being Constable of 
my said Castle of Stirling, whiche had the keeping of my 
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said tender childer, to be accused because the said Lorde 
Dromoude wapped his sleif at an Harrold, and gave hym 
vpon the breste with his hand, for, because the said Harrold 
behaved hym otherwise thenne he ought to do, saing that 
he come in message from the Lordis to my Lady the Kings 
moder, which was afore the comyng of the said Duke into 
Scotland. 

" And after that also committed the Postulate of Arbroth 
to warde, because that I wrote a lettre to the Popes 
Holynes, in commende of the said Postulate to the Bishop- 
ricke of Dunkeld, and also, that the Kings Highnes, my 
derest broder, at my instance wrote anoder lettre to the 
Popes said Holyness in the favour of the said Postulate, 
whereupon I come downe to the Holyrodehous to sollicite 
and labour to the said Duke (sore weeping) for the said 
Lord Dromonde and Postulate being my counseiUouris, 
but grace got I none, and thenne oder of my counseiUouris 
and seruantis, seingthat, withdrew them all from me except 
my Lord of Anguiss and the Lord Chamberlain. 

"And thereupon the said Duke of Albany, by the 
advice of his counsaiU, appointed thre lordis to have the 
keping of my said childer the King and his broder, as more 
at large it appereth in a bill of supplication given in to the 
Kings said Highnes my dereste broder of my matiers 
aforesaid. 

" And for to saye that ever I was aggreable, content, or 
pleased that the said Duke of Albeny shuld come into 
Scotland, or that ever he did iustice or meddled with 
iustice, but only vexed and trobled me and my fFreinds it 
appereth in the said supplicacion whiche I am redy to 
justifie poincte by ponicte."* 

To the Queen's terms the Duke of Albany could not 
agree, but he oflfered to set Gavin Douglas at liberty, 
and to give him a benefice of the value of two or three 
thousand franks. To this the Queen replied : — 

* MSS. Brit. Mus. CaUg. B. vi., fpl. 117, 
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" In the f urate to lowse Schir Gawen Dowglas, and cause 
hym be put to libertie, giffand hym ane benefice of ii " or 
iii™ ffrankis. 

" I conceyue by the credence of the said Master James 
that he causes be content for my pleasour to put at large 
and libertie Mastur Gawen Douglas, and to geve hyme a 
benefice of ii or iii™ ffrankis. I doute not but the Poopes 
Holynes accepteth and taketh the said Master Gawen for the 
Bishop of Donkeld, like as his said Holynes signyfyed 
vnto youe by oon of his breves lately sent and conveyed 
vnto youe by Carlyll, Harrold de armes. Glad would I be 
to see the said Bishop at libertie, albeit ye gave vnto hyme 
noe benefice, but that ye wold suffer hyme to enjoye and 
occupye his aune promocion; howbeit I doe remyte the 
reformacion thereof to the Poopes said Holynes, trustinge he 
will see redress in that behalve as right, and the liberties of 
Cristis churche dooth require."* 

In consequence of these negociations Douglas at 
last obtained his liberty. His imprisonment had lasted 
about a year. On the 30th July, 1516, the name of 
the Elect of Dunkeld appears in the sederunt of the 
Lords of Council, and again on 15th September. 

On the 20th of that month, the Regent, who seems 
now to have become favourably disposed towards 
Douglas, wrote the following letter to the Pope on 
his behalf : — 

To Leo X, Sovereign Pontiff. 

Most blessed father, we are happy to kiss your feet. 

Some time since the church of Dunkeld became vacant 
by the death of George its late Pastor, who died at home. 
The President and Chapter, residing at Dunkeld at the 
time, postulated to the church as their pastor, though as to 
sacred mattere they could not canonically elect, an illus- 

• MSS. Brit. Mus. Calig., B. vi., fol. 117. 
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triouB man, Mr Andrew Stewart, by both his parents 
procreated of royd blood, son of the Earl of Athole, and 
powerful in those parts. 

They committed to his keeping and protection the 
lands, castles and places belonging to the Bishopric, that 
by his authority the incursions of the Forest people might 
be repelled. 

But your Holiness, as was reported by the most 
Reverend Cardinal de Medicis, assumed to the church of 
Dunkeld Gavin Douglas ; who, by the frequent letters of 
your Clemency to us being at last recondled to us, is now 
admitted to the possession of that church. 

Lest, however, any tumult or sedition should arise, we 
have persuaded the other, who under pretence of his being 
postulated held the forts and castles, to enter into an 
agreement, which, if confirmed by the authority of your 
Blessedness, would happily end the whole affair. What we 
therefore entreat at present is, that all defects of law and 
deed, and all errors being removed, the contract may be 
ordered to be observed. 

A more full relation will be made by the most Reverend 
Cardinal of St. Eusebius. 

Most Blessed Father, farewelL From Edinburgh, the 
28th day of the month of September, in the year of Salva- 
tion, 1516.* 

All difficulties as to his appointment having passed, 
Douglas had now to go through the ceremony of con- 
secration as Bishop of Dunkeld. 

Alexander Myln, one of the Canons of Dunkeld, 
and who subsequently was the first President of the 
Court of Session, wrote the lives of the Bishops of 
that See. In his book we get some interesting par- 
ticulars of the proceedings regarding the Bishop's 
induction into office. Myln states, that James Beaton, 

* Trans, from orig. in Epist. Reg. Scot., torn, i., p. 222. 
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Archbishop of Glasgow, and Chancellor of Scotland, 
accommodating himself to the new turn of affairs, 
invited Douglas to Glasgow, where he himself per- 
formed the ceremony of consecrating him to the epis- 
copal office; and as he knew that his funds were low 
from the circumstances in which he had been lately 
placed, not only paid all the expenses of his consecra- 
tion, but gave him presents of jewels.* 

The narrative of Myln, who was a contemporary, 
gives but little information as to the consecration of 
Douglas, a ceremony which forms an interesting 
episode in the history of the Church in Scotland. 

It would appear that about the year 1489, King 
James IV., either actuated by deep religious feeling, or 
imitating a similar practice in some of the continental 
kingdoms, caused himself to be enrolled among the 
Canons of the cathedral church of St Kentigern at 
Glasgow. An Act of the Scottish Parliament passed 
in that year erected Glasgow into an Archbishopric, 
and a BuU of Pope Innocent YIII. was obtained 
confirming the same. The Bishops of Dunkeld, Dun- 
blane, Galloway, and Argyll were made suffragans to 
the new Archbishop, and these sees, with Glasgow 
itself, were thus withdrawn from the province of St. 
Andrews. 

This measure was strongly opposed by Andrew 
JForman, Archbishop of St. Andrews ; and as the Bull 
of the Pope was only in favour of the then Bishop of 
Glasgow (who had died some years before the ap- 
pointment of Douglas to Dunkeld), there was a diffi- 
culty as to whether the consecration of Douglas 

* Vitao Episc. Aberd., p. 73. 



BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. Ixxxi 

should take place at Glasgow or St. Andrews. There 
can be no doubt that Douglas would have much pre- 
ferred being consecrated by Archbishop Beaton at 
Glasgow to professing submission at St. Andrews 
to his old and crafty rival Archbishop Forman. 

This prelate, however, was determined to exercise 
his authority, and treated as a nullity the consecra- 
tion of Douglas at Glasgow. In a manuscript pre- 
served in the Library of the University of St. Andrews, 
it is stated that Douglas was duly consecrated in the 
metropolitan church of St. Andrews by the Arch- 
bishop, assisted by John, Bishop of Brechin, and 
James, Bishop of Dunblane, — " per sacrarum manuum 
nostrarum impositionem sacrum consecrationis munus 
impendimus." From the same document it appears 
that Douglas consented to what was done, for there 
is added, " quam consecrationem in se humiliter 
suscipiens eandem ratam et gratam habuit, et pre- 
sentium tenore habet." 

At this time Forman took the opportunity, not 
only of making Douglas apologise for his long 
course of opposition to him, but also of exacting 
from him a promise of obedience for the future. 
He made Douglas present himself at the Abbey 
of Dunfermline, and there, on bended knees and 
with clasped hands, — " genibus flexis, manibus 
suis junctis et inter manus reuerendissimi Patris 
sui Metropolitani et Primatis immissis et appositis'' 
— he swore to be submissive to the Archbishop : 
^* Ego Gauinus Episcopus Dunkeldensis ab hac hora et 
inantea juro quod fidelis et obediens ero tibi Andree 
Archiepiscopo Sanctiandree, totius regni Scotie 

f 
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Primati et Lt^to, meo Metropolitano et Primati, et 
saccessoribus tuis canonice intrantibus. Sic me Deus 
adiauet, et per hec Sacrosancta Dei Ewangelia."* 

Mybi gives a graphic account of the circumstances 
which occurred on Douglas taking possession of his 

** After his consecration he first visited St. Andrews, on 
Michaelmas week, and then the church of Dunkeld. The 
first night he was very affectionately received by the clergy 
and laity, who all praised God for so noble, so learned, and 
BO worthy a bishop. He published the bulls at the great 
altar, gave his blessing, and lodged at the Dean^s house, as 
he had no access to the palace, which, with the steeple, 
Andrew Stewart's servants held out for him, and they 
refused to deliver them in their master's name, alleging 
that they did all by the authority of the R^ent. On this 
account he was forced to have the service of Grod per- 
formed in the Dean's house. To this place he called the 
Canons, and received their homage, and it was with their 
whole heart they yielded him homage ; on the other hand 
the Bishop swore to keep all the statutes of the church. 
After dinner he consulted the gentlemen and clergy who 
were with him as to what course he ought to follow in 
that conjuncture. Some advised him to send notice to 
the Regent, others would have him go in person. 

In the midst of these consultations they are informed 
that Andrew Stewart was in arms, with a design to relieve 
those who held out the palace. That instant a discharge of 
cannon shot came from the steeple and palace. Then all 
the people of rank hurried to the Bishop^s defence. These 
were the worthy Dean, James Lord O^vy, David Master 
of Crawfurd, Colin Campbell of Glenurquhar, Lord Kin- 
fauns, the Prebendary of Alith, and many other church- 

* Form. Inst. Eccles. MS., St. Andrews, fol. 53. 
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Notice is sent of these trsDsoctioDa to the Biahop's 

Ffrimda in Angus and elsewhere : upon which the next day 

there came such crowds from Montrose, from the low parts 

of Fife, and the country round about, that the town could 

scarce hold them. But for all their numher the Pre- 

►bendory of Alith had laid up such abunditnce of every 
thing, that there vae room aod provisions for all the men, 
knd also for their horses. 
The Bishop elect, not having it in his power to relieve 
those who held out the palace and steeple, is forced to 
retire to the woods. Then Bishop Douglas, on his side, 
summoned them to surrender, under piiin of eicommunica- 
tioo. For fear of this threat, partly by force, partly hy 
stratagem, the steeple was put into tlie possession of James 
Carmichael, of some of the Prebendaries, and of theBishop's 
household. This put the people in the palace in great fear : 
they obtained a truce and a suspension of the eiconi- 
mQQication for some hours ; but after that time they were 
itiU unwilling to surrender; however, by the merits of St. 
Colme they gave up the palace without bloodshed. 

Upon tliis the Earl and his brother went to court ti> 
complain of what had been done ; the Bishop went also to 
defend himself. For some time there were mutual accusa- 
tions. However, by tlie wisdom of some of the coun- 
oallors they agreed upon these terms : That Andrew 
Stewart should retain all the Bishop's rents he had levied, 
and should also have the churches of Alith and Cargill, 
upon condition of paying some chalders of victual to the 
Bishop. 

From this time the church and the whole province had 

peace ; and though the Bishop was loaded with debts he 

~ t gave himself to good works. His first work was the 

e arch of which iiis predecessor had finished. 

i his eiecntora drove the piles tor other two ; Bishop 

s continued this work. And upon receiving two 

indred and forty pounds from Bishop George's executoi's, 
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the work was brought the length that all traveUere on foot 
had an easy passage. His other good works, spiritual and 
temporal, I leave to the pens of the higher Canons." * 

Being at last in peaceable possession of his See, 
Douglas engaged with diligence in the discharge of 
his duty amongst his clergy and people. He also 
took a prominent part in public affairs, as his name 
occurs as having been present at several meetings of 
the Lords of Council. At one of these he was 
elected, along with the Secretary of the Council, 
Patrick Panter, to proceed to France and assist the 
Bishop of Ross, Ambassador there, in renewing the 
ancient league between the two nations. They 
departed on the 17th May 1517, and after arranging 
matters satisfactorily they returned to Scotland 
about the end of June, as appears by their follow- 
ing letter to Wolsey requesting a safe conduct 
through England :— 

Maist reverend in God, ef ter dew salutation, We suppois 
that it is knawin to your Lordschip how be command of 
oure Bouerane lord and master the King of Scottis we ar 
directit nocht anerly for peax and amite betuix the 
ReaUnis of France, Ingland, and Scotland, but als for 
vniversall concorde in the Kirk of God with sufficient 
auctorite and speciall commande gevin to ws to transport 
ws quhare it sail be expedient for the premisses ; and ther- 
apon we in thir partis have spokin with the King of 
France, and now we vnderstand that the Due of Albany, 
Gouemour of Scotland and tutour to ouresouerane Lord is 
discendit in Bertaigne quhais Secretare Gualtere Malynny, 
as we beleuit, suld have cummyn throw Ingland and 
brocht to wB ane saufconduct. We herfor thocht neces- 
sare to aduertis your Lo. this tyme, to effect that we 
* Traus. of Perth Antiquarian Society, 1, p. Q6. 
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nichthave the said s&uf conduct according to oure Bupplica- 
FdoD for the gamyo, quhilk we send to yovr L. hamelj. 
becaua we knaw weiU yoiir L. may greitly further, and is 
of gude mynde towart peas amaogiB Cristia princis for 
rest and vnite of CriBtianite, and this we pray your L. at 
thia tjme, as we heleif your L. will for the grete confidens 

I we taaw the aaid Lord Gouemour has in your L. Mwst 
Benerend Fader in God, the Haly Gaist haue you in his 
keping. At Abbayweill the iivii day of Junii, Be youre 
gnde and laolye freadis, &c., 
AmbaaaadouriB of Scotland." 
of York, Oiancelkre of England, Legate of the Lege 
Apostolique. 

The negociations of the Scottish Ambassadora 

^resulted in the memorable treaty of Rouen, by which 

^Gotland and France became mutually bound to aid 
ich other against the power of England. 
The Duke of Albany, who had found his regency no 
J task, and osed to say he wished he had broken 

■ ilSa. Brit. Mna. Calig. B. vi., foL 171. 
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all his legs and arms before he had stirred a step 
towards Scotland, took the opportunity of going to 
France at this time for the purpose of signing the 
treaty and visiting his own vast estates in that 
country. 

Before leaving Scotland he delegated his authority 
to the Archbishops of St Andrews and Glasgow, and 
to the Earls of Arran, Angus, Argyle and Himtly. 
The power of Angus now became so great that in 
1520 a design was formed by his powerful rival, James 
Hamilton, Earl of Arran, to seize him, and in all pro- 
bability afterwards to put him to death. The carry- 
ing out of this scheme caused the well-known fight 
which is recorded in Scottish history under the name 
of " Clean-the-causeway." 

The Earl of Arran and the Hamiltons met in the 
house of James Beaton, Archbishop of Glasgow, 
situated at the bottom of Blackfriars' Wynd, to de- 
liberate on the maimer of the execution of the plot.* 

* The Palace of the Bishops of Dunkeld, and of Gawin Douglas 
in particular, the friendly opponent of the Archbishop, stood on 
the opposite side of the same street, immediately to the west of 
Robertson's Close, and scarcely an hundred yards from Blackfriars 
Wynd. It appears to have been an extensive mansion, with large 
gardens attached to it, running back nearly to the Old Town wall. 
Among the pious and munificent acts recorded by Myln of 
Bishop Lauder, the preceptor of James II., who was promoted to 
the See of Dunkeld in 1452, are the purchasing of a mansion in 
Edinburgh for himself and successors, and the founding of an 
altarage in St. Giles' Church there to St. Martin. It cannot be 
doubted that the mantdon thus gifted and enlai^ged was a building 
well suited by its magnificence for the abode of the successive 
dignitaries of the Church who were promoted to that exalted 
station, and that it formed another striking feature in this street 
of palaces. Its vicinity both to the Archiepiscopal residence and 
to the Blackfnars' Church — ^the later scene of rescue of Arch- 
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The Earl of Angus hearing of their intentions, sent his 
uncle Gavin Douglas to state that he was willing to 
retire with his party fraia the city, if they were per- 
mitted to do HO in safety. Douglas in the meantime 
reminded Beaton that it was his business as a church- 
man to preserve order. The Archbishop purpoHed, if 
necessary, to assist the HamUtons in person, and had 
put on armour below his ecclesiastical vestments. He 
made excuses to Douglas, laying the blame of the whole 
-natter on the Earl of Arran, and concluded by saying, 
" There is no remedy, upon my conscience I cannot 
lielp what is about to happen." At the Eam.e time 
',he Btmck his breast with Ids band, when the coat of 
mail V/&B heard to rattle. Douglas perceiving this, 
said—" How now, my Lord, methinks your conscience 
clatters." 

After leaving the Archbishop, Douglas went back 

taiahop Beaton b; Oavia Douglits— affordB a very oatiafaotory 
UtuaCration of one of tha memorable oocurrences during the tur- 
bulent miuority of James V. This old Episoopal residence 1ms 
otfaar aBBOuiations of a very diSerent mature ; for we leom from 
Sdoi'b history that, vhen he was iummoiied to appear is the 
Blaokfriars Ohureh on the IBth of May 1558, and his opponents 
deserted their intended attack through fear, " the said Johns, the 
same day of the anounonditf, tawght in Edinburgh in a greattar 
audience than ever hefcir he hod done in that toune ; The place 
was the fiisohope of DunkeUis, his great loodgeing, whare he con- 
tinewed in doatrin ten dayis, bnylli beFoir and after nune." A 
modern land occupied the site of Biehop Douglaa' palace ; and the 
pleasure grounds wherein the poet was wont to stray, and on 
which va may suppose him to have ezereised bis refined taste and 
Inxurioos fanuy in reolinng sueb a "ganljiiB of plesance " as he 
describes in the opening etanias of his Palis of Honor, was Mil 
recently oroRded with mean dnellinga of the artiaan and labourer, 
hioh in their turn have been swept away in an eitenslye Boheme 
gf city impioyaaenta.^Witam't MfMorialt itf Jidmtttiiyli, p. 33U. 
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to his nephew, and bade him defend himself like a 
man. ** For me,** he said, " I will go to my chamber 
and pray for you." 

Sir Patrick Hamilton, a wise and moderate mam 
brother of the Earl of Arran, now advised his brother 
to avoid coming to blows, when Sir James Hamilton 
of Draphane, a natural son of the Earl, upbraided 
him with cowardice in declining the combat Sir 
Patrick then cried out, '' Bastard smaik, I shall fight 
this day where thou darest not be seen:" and 
followed by the Hamiltons, threw himself sword in 
hand upon the spearmen of the Earl of Angus. At 
last the Hamiltons were completely routed, and fled 
out of the town in great confusion, leaving seventy- 
two of their number dead on the streets, amongst 
whom were the Master of Montgomery, and Sir 
Patrick himself. 

Archbishop Beaton, who took part in the fight, and 
who, Buchanan informs us, flew about as a firebrand 
of sedition, narrowly escaped. He was taken from 
behind the high altar in the church of the Black 
Friars where he had fled for sanctuary, and owed the 
preservation of his life to Gavin Douglas. 

When the Regent Albany left Scotland in 1517, 
Queen Margaret began to make arrangements for her 
return thither. After leaving the English Court 
she proceeded to Berwick, where she met her hus- 
band, the Earl of Angus, who had remained in Scot- 
land during her visit to her brother. The Queen 
had many causes of quarrel with Angus. He had 
cruelly deserted her when she was on her way to 
London, and that at the very time when she was 
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laid prostrate by an attack of typhus fever. She 
now ascertained that during her absence her husband 
liad been guilty of the abduction of Lady Janet 
Stuart, a daughter of Lord Traquair, whom he was 
keeping at his Castle of Douglas. She also found 
that, at the instigation of his uncle, the Earl was 
drawing her Ettrick Forest rents, had established 
himself at her house of Newark there, and prevented 
her from giving her tenants their discharge or re- 
ceipts. " My Forest of Ettrick,'* she says, " ought 
to bring me in 4000 merks yeariy, and I shall never 
get a penny. Much more evil," she continues, " did 
Angus perpetrate, which she would cause a servant of 
hers to report to her brother as it was too long to 
write."* 

The Queen now wished to divorce Angus ; while 
at the same time his uncle Gavin came in for a share 
of her resentment. 

In order to be revenged, she used every artifice to 
bring the Regent Albany back to Scotland, as the 
only one who was able to punish her husband for his 
nefarious conduct. 

In February 1521, judging from the following 
letter to Cardinal Wolsey, Douglas seems to have 
been apprehensive of Albany's return, and of what 
eventually happened — the loss of his ecclesiastical 
preferments : — 

Gavin Douglas to Cardinal Wolsey. 

Maist Reuerend in Crod, and my gud and maist special 
Lord, eftir laulie recommendatioun pleis your Lordschipe 
to wyt that x or xii dais syne their com ane schip forth <rf 
* Strickland's "Queens of Scotland," vol. i., p. 151. 
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Franche, quhairin come ane Gonsailis, ane seruand of the 
Dwik of Albaneis, and hes brocht diuers writingis to 
syndrie of this cuntre assurand thaim that within schortt 
tyme he salbe within this rabne, quhilk wiU nother cum 
for honour nor proffeit to the Kingis Hienes of this reahn, 
for I am assurit he repentis richt sair the last tyme he 
departit furth of this reahn in the fassion as he did. The 
Gastell of Dunbar is bayth with mwnymentis and wyttalis 
prowidit as evyr wes ony in the yle of Bartane. The 
said Lord takkis plane part with the freir that seykis 
pensyoun apon my benefice of Dunkeld, and sais largislie 
that I sail regret that euir I yeid that gait. In Ingland 
your Grace and Wisdom ma considder this, and supple oure 
young King that it cum nocht to syk poynt as men belewis, 
and evir he cum heir again. And I beseik your Graice 
that the Kingis Hyenes and your Graice haif me and my 
afferis recommendit in Royme ; and as for vther noweltis 
thar is nayn bot at all the Lordis in this Realm ar aggreand 
and at gud poynt, thankat be Almychty God, quha mot haif 
your Graice etemalye conseruit. 

At Edinburgh this penult day of Februar, be your 
Seruitour, Dunkeld, etc.* 

At last, in November 1621, the Duke of Albany 
returned to Scotland, and was received by the Queen 
with every appearance of friendship. The Earl of 
Angus, when he found the Regent was supported 
with a strong French force, and was well supplied with 
money and ammunition, fled to the Borders, and took 
refuge at the Kirk of Steyle,** along with the Lords 

• Addressed. — ^To ane mayst reuerend fadir in Grod, Archibischop 
of York. I>ocqtieted,—Mmr., 28th February, B. of Dunkeld to 
the Lord Cardinall aduertising a messenger come into Scotland 
from the D. of Albany, who is soon after expected to be ther. — 
MSS. Brit. Mus. Cal. B. I., fol. 77. ** Probably the Church of 
St. Mary, of Upsetlington, now Ladykirk, Berwickshire. 
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Home and Somerville. From this place Angus sent 
his uncle Gavin to the Court of Henry for assistance, 
and at the same time instructed him to report a 
scandalous intimacy which had sprung up between 
the Queen and the Regent.* 

Douglas accordingly proceeded to London with the 
following letter from Angus to Wolsey, and a set of 
instructions to be shown to the King of England. 
In these instructions it is stated that Angus and his 
friends had taken an oath '^ upon the holy Ewangel- 
lis/' before Douglas and Lord Dacre, that they 
would never make peace with the Duke of Albany, 
without the consent of Henry. 

The Earl of Angus to Cardinal Wolsey, 

My Lord, in my maist humyll maner I recommend my 

lauchfull semice to youre Grace, quhom plesit vnderstand I 

and ytheris haspresentlie direct this berar, my derrest unde, 

my Lord Bischop of Dunkeld, towart the Eingis Grace youre 

Soueraine, apoon certane necessare instnictiounis thequhilkis 

I traist salbe acceptable baitb vnto his Hienes and youre 

Grace. Quhairfor, at the vttermaist of my powere, I be- 

aeyk yomre Grace at my said yncle be thankfullie ressauit 

and to haue gude and haisty expedition of his materia and 

directiounis, andatyoureGrace plesit schew you his gude Lord 

and ouris in that behalf, and to gelf to him na less credence 

in euery thyng than to my self presentlie in persoun, for it 

• Lord Bacre, writing to Wolaey, says, "There is marvellous 
great intelligence between Queen Margaret euid the Duke of 
Albany, as weU all tiie day as mioh of the night. In manner they 
care not who knows it. And if I durst say it, for fear oi dis- 
pleasure of my sovereign, they are over tender ; whereof, if your 
Grace examine the Bishop of Dunkeld of his conscience, I trust 
he will show the truth.'* The portrait of the Duke of Albany and 
Queen Margaret here inserted may possibly have been painted 
about this period.— MSS. Cal. 3. vi, 205, dated Dec. I52I. 
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IB na lytill besynes cansis him mak sik travale now at sik 
poynt of necessite, quhen I, and all his frendis in thir partis, 
mycht sa evill waunt his help and gude counsale. Neuer- 
theles baith we and he, fullie assurit in youre gudenes and 
hye wisdome, beleving fermlye that his passage towart the 
Kyngs Hyenes andyoure Grace mycht avalegretumly,nocht 
alanerly to himself and ws, bot alsua to the weilfare of this 
realme and surtye of the Kingis persoun my Souerane, derest 
nevo to the Kings Hienes youre maister, has presentlye 
direct him, fullye instruct in that behalf, vnto his Majesty, 
as said is. Beseking youre Grace to tak gud hede to the 
mater, and quhat stede, plesour, or lauchfull seruice I may 
doo or procure to be done to your plesour in thir partis, I 
salbe glayd to fulfyll the samyn at the commande of youre 
Grace, as knawis our Lord God, quha haue youre Grace in 
his blissit keping eternalye. At the Kyrk of Steyll the 
xiii day of December, subscriuit with my hand. 

Youris, with his lauchfull seruice, 

Archbald, Erl of Angus. 
To my Lord Cardinallis Grace of Inglaund.* 

Instructions /or Bishop Douglas from the Earl of Angus and 

others. 1521. 

Instructions and Commissioun for my Lord of Dunkeld, 
to be schawin onto the Kyngis Grace of Ingland on the 
behalf of my Lord of Angus his kyn and freindis, Lord 
Hwme, Lord Somervel, thar kyn and frendis, for the weil 
and Bouerte of thar Souerane Lord ; and to apont with 
his Hienes apon thir articulis ef ter following, or ony otheris 
not being heir ezprest, as is thocht expedient be the Kingis 
Grace, his Consale, and avice of the said Bischop for the 
securite f orsaid. 

Item, first he sal schaw how the Duke of Albany is cum 
to Scotland, and throu his pretendit titill to the croune, it 
is presumyt, he having the keping of the King our Souer- 
* MSS. Brit. Mus. Cal., B, vi., fol. 211. 
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e jmir itevo and the reule of his realmc and suhiectis, 
Wt BOBpicioun and danger of his person. Quharfor witU- 
IthaBtyhelpandflssietanceof theKiogUGracoof Ingknd, 
it is thocht til WB that our eouerane Lord forsaid standis 
ID gret juperte of his hfe; the quUilk help and we may 
hftue, Tve sal de and Itff in the queirell for the aouerte of our 
Bsid SoTcrane, without quhais help it ib nocht in otir power 
to perform, and aa we may we sail lukc to the mater in tlie 
meyu tyme. 

Item, it is thocht tiU wa at our said Sonerane can nocht 
be weil and souerlie kepit withiu his realm, the Duke of 
Albany beand Gouemour thereof and present in the realme, 
Uie said Duk a1swa hai'iDg the Lordis kcparis of the Eingie 
perBon at his commandment and plesour. 

Alsua it is thocht til ws that gif our Souerane suld re- 
muie ill hie awin realme, the Duke being in Scotland and 
Gouemour tharof, that thir thre Lordis quMlk now hes the 
name of the keping of the King, and hes nocht in deid, thai 
or otheris hie keparia to be apointit be the parliament of 
Scotland auld baue the nomiuatlon and ponting of al his 
seruandia about him, eik as cukis and al other men of office, 
as thai wald ansuer for to God, to thar cooBciens and to thar 
Souerane, and nocht the Ijirdia quliilkis now hes him in 
keping, ilkane of thame cumand thar four moiieth, quhUlds 
in maner cumis for a schawing or a syoht, seand the said 
Duke of Albany poyntis all officiaris him aelf about our said 
Souerane. And alswa hes keparis of the castell and kepis 
bath wach and ward abone the King and Lcodia keparis of 
his person. And alsua the Lord kepar for the tyme has na 
manerof rewlenowtherof ourSoueranysdiet,norpoyntingof 
hia seruandia about him, nor abilaement of hia person ; 
Quharfor but help and remeid Leirof to our apperance. 
our said Souerane is gane without the mercy of God 
Almychty. 

Item, we think and knawiB be cxperiens that the Quene, 
le evil and aeiniatar conaale, is mekill inclynyt to the plesour 
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<rf the Duke in al maner of thingis, and ar neuer syndry bot 
euery day togidder, owther forrow none or after ; and as it 
is supposit hes intendit a diuorce betwix the Erie of Angus 
and the Queue, and quhat coneale the said Queyne had 
gevin hyr be the Bischop of Glasgw, the Abbot of Haly- 
mdehows, and Master John Gantlie, quhom to the said Duke 
BOW at his cumyng in Scotland hes gevin to hir thir pro- 
motions, the Archbischiprik of Sanctandrois to Glasgw, 
the Bischoprik of Glasgw to the Abbot of Halyrudehous, and 
the Abbacy of Kilwynyng to Gantlie and othertwa benefices, 
and als hes had Grissell hys seruand remanand with the 
Quene thir thre quarteris of this yer for the completing of 
his purpos ; and a gret part of this consale fader frer Henry 
Ghadworth, quhilk the Kyngis Grace of Ingland send to 
the Qaene, knawis in euery behalf. 

Item, the said Duk of Albany come at his first hame cum- 
yng to Striueling quhar the Queyn was, and fra thyne to 
Lithgowbathin cumpany togidder, and syne til Edinburgh, 
and apon the second day efter thar cummyng til Edinburgh 
the said Duk with the Queyn went to the Gastell quhar the 
Ejng was, and thar the capitane deliTerit the keys to the 
Duke, and he deliyerit thame to the Queue to dispone at 
hir plesour, and syne scho gave thame to the Duke agane 
as hir maist trast for the keping of the Kingis persone. 

Iton, gif our Souerane can nocht be the consent of the 
thre estatis of Scotland be transportit furth of his realme. 
nor 3rit the Duke of Albany to devoyd the realme, that than 
thir thre lordis quhilkis suld have the keping of the Eingis 
Grace, or otheris siclike as sail pless the thre estatis to 
apont, to haue the nominatioun and pouting of all officiaris 
and otheris at ar necessar to be about our said Soueranys 
person, sik as thai wil ansuer for to God and thar Souerane 
apon thar allegeance ; and at the saidis Lordis being kep- 
aris and otheris his officiaris forsaid salbe cleirly relaxit 
and quytclamyt to haue na melling with the said Duke, onto 
the tyme our said Souerane be of perfite age as can be 
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^'&OGht. And at tbe said Doke bsJ nocht cum be xzx mylia 
LOT the Ejiigis Grace is, nor Dane of the Dukie faniiUara 
resort in the place quhar he remaDjs, without quhilli pro- 
viuonn and help the Rytigis Grace atmidia in extreme 
danger of the proBperite of hia life. 

Item, it is thocht gud by wa, so it stand with the Kyngis 

pteeour and the ConBalis, that thar he lauhonr maid he the 

EingJB Grace of Ingland onto the Papis Eaiynes for the 

Mourito and but keping of our ISonerane Lonlia persoun he 

1 hia special writingia, tobesoltstJthehiaoratouriaintheCourt 

[ -df Rome gif it can nocht he done he him self. 

Item, the aaid Erl of Anguj, and Lordia Hwme and 
Somervell, aal well and trewly tak part in so fer aa in 
thame is for the wei! and souerte of the prosper eatait of 
thar Souerane Lord, alaweil he thame self kyn and frendia 
ftnd parttakkarie, awa that thai may be in souerte of the 
L Kingia Grace that he sal tak na peax nor ahatinens of 
I irer with the Duke of Albany without the saidis Lordia 
Imike thaj leviugia and all that to thame rychtwialy per- 
tenye in aeourite, hut ony danger of the aaid Duke, the 
King thar Souerane heand in aowerte as aaidia; And for 
the securite tharof the saidis Ijordis ar bodely sworn apon 
the haly Ewangellia, for thar part, kyn and frendia, hefor a 
reuerend fader, Gawin Biachop of Dunkeld, and Thomas 
Lord Dacre that thai sal perform, and nocht to trete with the 
iaid Duke without the avice of the Eiugia Grace of Ingland, 
bot toremone at the aowerte of thar Souerane Lord awathat 
the aaidia l«rdia may beaduertlst that bia Hieuea wil assiat 
to thame, quharof thai ar rycht deajrua to have anauer in 
ftl haate. 

Item, gif it aal fortoun, as God forheid it do, quhitk is to 
wa mor likly than contrary, that our Soueione be put doun 
or de, it ia than well knawin that the Duk of Albany wil 
pretend to the crounc. In that cace the aaidia Lordia 
deairia to tnaw quhat aupple the Kingia Grace wil do thame, 
and desiring that thar be na peax nor abatinena of weir tane 
with him without thar securite as aaid is. And for the 
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mar securite the saidia Lordis hes 8ubscri\'it this ^nrite 
with thar handis. At the Kyrk of the Steill, the xiiij day 
of December, the yer of God j*". v^ and xxi. yeris. 

Archiuld Erl of Angl's. 
George Lord Hom. 
Jon Sowmerwell.* 

Douglas was at the same time summoned to Rome, 
as appears from the following letter of Lord Dacre, 
although the object of his mission is not clear. Sir 
Henry Ellis thinks that Albany thus arranged matters, 
probably fearing the talent of Douglas for negocia- 
tion, and to prevent a long residence on his part as 
the agent of the Earl of Angus at the English Court ;t 
but from the tenor of the letter of Douglas to Wolsey, 
dated Ist January 1522, it would appear that he 
anticipated having to defend himself against certain 
impeachments. 

Lord Thomas Dacre to Cardinal Wohey. 

My Lord, pleas it your Grace, the Busshop of Dunkeld i& 
sommoned to the court of Rome by the meanes of the Duke 
of Albany, who is right glad thereof, one way seing that 
his quarrell is so good, and moost speciall that he may 
lawbor to the Kings Highnes and your Grace to let the 
Duke of Albany in the acheving of his dampnable mynd 
and entreprise for the suyrtie of the King his Souerain, 
whiche is in good beleue that with the help of the Kings 
Highnes and your Grace shall com out of the dangeour of 
the said Duke and his dampnable purpose, without which it 
is past remedie, but onelie in the mercie of God. And if it 
can be thought good for that purpose, that the said Busshop 

♦ MSS. Cott Calig., B. vi., 223. 

t Ellis' Orig. Letters, 3d series, vol. i., p. 286. 
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remane etill and send his proctor to Rome with his answer, 
with som favorable lettre in his favour fro your Grace to the 
Kings Oratour at Rome. I trust he wilbe ordred therin aftre 
your Gracis pleasure, whom it will pleas your Grace to bring 
to the Kings presence, to the intent that he may shew to 
his Highnes and your Grace the vehement dangeour that the 
King his Souerain stands in ; and also to declare certain in- 
strucions made by Th^erle of Angus, the Lordes Home 
and Somervell, on the behalf of them self and other ther 
kyn, freindes, and partietakers, for the wele and suyrtie of 
ther Souerain ; to the which Articles, standing with the 
Kings highe pleasure for the partie of the said Lordes, 
they ar bodely sworn vpon the holy Evangelists to per- 
fourme the same in the presence of the said Busshop of 
Dunkeld and me, whom I beseche your Grace may be 
f auorably herd. I haue graunted to the said Busshop of 
Dunkeld a saufconduct by the auctoritie of myne office of 
Wardanre ; because the tyme was so shorte, and the dangeour 
of his message grete, he could not tarie of going and com- 
myng to and fro the Kings Highnes. Howbeit I haue 
writen to his said Highnes for a saufconduct, which I 
trust shall mete hym or he com to your presence. And the 
blessed Trinite preserue your Grace. At the Castell of 
Norham the xv daye of December. 

Yowers wit es serues, 

Thomas L. Dacre. 
To my Lord Cardinallis Grace.* 

The following letters to Wolsey were written 
by Douglas while he was engaged in these negocia- 
tions. The first announces his arrival in England ; 
the second cautions Wolsey against Gaultier Maljmne 
the Duke of Albany's Secretary, who on the part of 
the Duke requested Wolsey to detain Douglas in 

♦ MSS. Brit. Mus. Cal., B. vi,, fol. 215. 

9 
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London ; the third contains the answers of Douglas 
to the statements of the Duke's Secretary ; and the 
fourth cautions Wolsey against John Duncanson and 
£yangelista, sent by Albany and the Archbishop of 
Glasgow to prejudice him against Douglas. 

Gavin Douglas to Cardinal Wolsey. 

My Lord, in all humble and dew maneyr I recommend 
my lawfull seruyce onto your Grace, quham plasyt knaw I 
am cummyn in this realm, send from my lord Erll of Angus, 
othir Lordis of Scotland and grete personagis to the Kyngis 
Hyenes apon certan neydfull dyrectiounes, and specially 
ooncemyng the weylfar and surte of his derrest nevo the 
Eyng my Soueran. And gif I, quhilk am onknawyn wyth 
his Magestye, durst haf presumyt to haf wrytyn onto the 
Bamyn, I wald gladly, besekyng your Grace to support me 
in that behalf, and that it mot plays Yow to shaw me in 
quhat place and quhat tyme I sail cum to your Grace, and 
sa furth onto the Kyngis Hyenes, and salbe verre glad to 
awayt apon your command. And gif it had nocht hejn 
for this he fest of Crystis natyvyte, and als that I am sum- 
part accrasyt by the way, I suld haf cummyn strecht to 
your Grace ; besekyng elyke wys the samin to pardon this 
my hamly wrytyn, and to send ansuer tbarof at your 
plasour. And the blyssyt Lord preserue your Grace in 
lang and etemall prosperite. At "Waltam Cros this Crys- 
tymmes evyn. By the hand of your chaplan wyth his 
lawfull seruyce, 

Gawyn, Bischop of Dunkeld, etc.* 

Gavin Douglas to Cardinal Wolsey, 

Pleiss your Grace, Maister Galteor, Commendator of the 
Abbay of Glenluse and secrctar to the Duke of Albany, 
caUit Gouemor of Scotland, is cum to London, and with him 
Ross Herald and ane nothir pursauant callit Carrik, quhilk 

* State Paper Off. Wolsey's Corresp., iv., 71. 
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i France man borne, and I traist is to pass to France, 
' »nd with tliame thre vthir servandia ; quhairfor I beeeyk 
your Grace gif it war your pleeour that 1 mycht haif pre- 
aenee of the Kiugis Hienes ata bodc as thai, and gif I mycht 
knaw ony of thair dircctiounis, peraventor I suld informe 
the Kingia Hienes and your Grace of rik thiugis as ye wald 
think necesseir to niak anaiier to thair jietitioune; and 
deairia farthir mot pleia your Grace to remembyr (ny lytill 
materis at Rome, and in that behalf to geif credence to 
this berar my familiar chaiplau and cousing, with quhom 
youie Grace wald adnerteiss me at youre plcsoure qubat ye 
will comaiide. And the haly Trinite preserve your Graca 

Ietemaly. At London this new yeriaevin. Subacrioit with 
Vie hand of 
Tonr hnmble Bemytor and — "" 

CllAPLlN OF DLTflKELD.* 
Ryo 
|i 

ItDdl 



I'JTi Douglas lo Cardinal Wolsey. 
Plaa youre Grace, my chaiplane, quliilt was yiaterday 
youre presence, achew ine that Galture, this secretar of 
Duke of Albanya, has aaid to youre Grace that 1 pro- 
it not to cum within thia realmc, and therfor of hia 
iteria behalf askit your Grace to withhftid me heyre, 
id lat me paaa na farthir. My Lord I beleyf your hye 
wiadoine will not geif credence aa lichtlie agania me and 
specialie to the Duke of Albany or ony of his aet- 
uandia, quhilkis ia capitalle and dedelie inimye to me 
and all my hous. And thairfor it :a na wounder albeyt 
he say aik thiugis for my harme, qtihilk divers tymea, and 
yit daylie b^th aayis and dois all that he may or can 
ly distruccioim, and cxterminatiovin of all my 
IS I Ball anauer to God and your Grace, the 
itrar of it he siiyia ia playn verite. For baith be mas- 

tb rouerand Fador !□ Oml and hJB maiat annulare 
„ lorde and maioter my Lnrd Cardinallia graua nf Y.irk, Legate 
Latere and ClumoBllar of Enuluid. — Statti Pauora of Sootland, 

am, vol. L, So. sa 




C BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. 

ioger and write I declarit him playnlie I wald pass tlirocht 
this realme, and na vther way, and gart schew him quhat 
day I was appoyntit to entir in the gronde of Ingland, the 
qohilk I kepit trewlye. And thus youre Grace may con- 
idder quhat fauoures he bens to me, or how I suld be intretit 
gif I war in Scotland vnder his subieccion, or yit gif I pas 
to France or ony vther part quhair he mon sollist ony thing, 
quhen he is sa bald within this realme ; quhairin I traist he 
has lytill credence as for to sollist your Grace in my con- 
trar. Albeyt ye haif grantit me the Kingis Hienes sauf- 
conduct, the quhilk I traist I haif not forfalt, nor yit your 
Grace will suffer be brokin. And beside this the mater 
18 petious gif ony kirk man suld be stoppit gangand to 
Rome for his lauchfull defence, and summond thiddir ; and 
neththeless your Grace knawis full wele I may be lichtlie 
intretit to remane here, bot na wayis at his commando 
nor desyre; and full wele wot your hye wisdom quhat 
is to be done or ansuerit to sik ane petitioun mekle 
better than I or mony sik can ymagyn. Albeyt gif 
it mycht stand with your plesour I wald besyk your Grace 
to ansuer to this Gaiter, that gif the Duke his maistere 
wilbe content my action and mater be remittit furth of 
Rome to your Grace, and before your auditor, quharof I 
wald be glayd, your Grace suld cause me remane. And 
ellis quhy or how suld ye hald me fra my lauchfull defence, 
quhilk is of the law of nature, specialie I havand the Kings 
saufconduct to pas, as said is. This is my littil avise vnder 
correctioun of youre Grace, quhom I beseyk to pardon this 
my sa haymlye wryting. And the haly Trinite haf youre 
Grace in his blissit and etemall keping. At Lundone this 
New Yeris day. Subscriuit with the hand of your humble 
servytor and 

Chaplan of Dunkeld. 

• To the maist Reverend Fader in God and his maist singular 
gude Lorde and Maister, my Lord Cardinallis Gracie of York, 
Legate de Latere and Chancellar of Ingland, &c. MSS. Brit. 
Mus. Calig., B. vi., fol. 213. 
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Gacin SougJas to Cardinal Wotsey. 
Placyt your Grace, ye had jiatyrday syk bysaynea that I 
myobt not echew jour Grace quliat I thocht twjchjng the 
cupoiDyng of tbia Scottia jirest Schir John Duucanson, qnh» 
yiatyrday preaeutyt wrytyngis to the Kynga Hyeuea and 
your Grace for an «alue conduyt. Bad is cummyn furth of 
Scotland wyth gret dylligens apon vij days, and is rycht 
faiuylyar wytJi tLie Duk of Albanye and special! seruand of 
a long tyme Ifl the ArohbiBchop of Glasgn ; and has brocht 
wyt hym wrytyogis and dyrectyonea fra tliaim bayth to he 
sped in Frans, Flandria, and liome, as I know by his wordis. 
AIb thar is cunimyng wytii hym an ItaUan callyt Evan- 
gihsta, the maner of a Lombard in Cjcotland, to convoy hym 
at merchandiBbandisbeyrandinFlandris. Gyf yourGrace 
had Bcyn thar lettre and dyrectyonea I trast ye auld knaw 
mony tilings tharby ; and git your bye prudens thynkia aptid- 
fnll at aalue conduct be aped her at the instance and sub- 

KpBiiptyon of the said Dnk, I report me to your gret wyadom ; 

Br<ii yit that the aoid Biscbop of Glasgwya matarrs and 
promotion for Sanctandra auld prosper, conayddyryng he is 
the maft spydall man that manteinya and all ways bea man- 
teinyt the aaid Duk. I dreyd alaao thia Duncanaon is 
dyrekkyt in my contraryand to dome hurt, and boseks your 
Grace to provyd the ratliur sum remedy tharfor, and gif it 
tnycht stand wytb your plesoor that he had na passage for 
the cansya forsaids onto the tyme your Grace knew mare 
fully hifl dyrecyones, and gyf your bye prudena pleaya ao do, 
I wold nain knew this cam by my deayr, becaiia he fenyeia 
hym famyliar wyth me, quharby perauentur I aall knaw 
sum pert mayr of his mynd, albeyt I knaw ellia the fynea 
el the man and nayn mayr dowbyU in our realm. Do as 

t.sless your Grace qubam Gi>l preserue. At Limdou tbia 

fSpyphanye day wyt the hand of 

Your bumble Seruytour and 

CSAPLAN OF DUNKELD. 

>9 my Lord Cardynalis Grace.* 

* Brit. Mua. Cott. C&lig., B. Ti., foL 424. 
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The interference of Douglas in the affairs of Queen 
Margaret now met with a severe punishment — ^the 
loss of his Bishopric and other preferments. 

In order to meet the charges which had been 
"brought against her by Angus and his uncle, the 
Queen sent messengers to Henry, armed with vo- 
luminous instructions on her behalf. In these the 
following statement occurs : — 

Item, ye sail gave his Grace to vnderstand of the guid bering 
that he [the Regeut] dois towart me, and how he has put in 
my handis the disposition of the Bishopryc of Dunkeld now 
yacand for the delict of hym that had it, and hes geuiue me 
the profittis tharof, and hes gevine to my seruandis ane 
Abaysy and other benefices for my help and favor, quharfor 
I pray his Grace richt effectuosUe that he help not the 
said Dunkeld, considdering the gret evill that he has done 
to this Realm be his evill counsall, for he has bene the 
caus of all the dissention and trobill of this Realme, and 
has maid fals and evill raport of me baitht in Ingland and 
Scotland, and for that effect the lard of Wedderburn bruder 
was send to your Grace to that effect; and sen I helpit to get 
hyme the benefice of Dunkeld I sail help hyrae to want the 
samyn. And considdering the evell that he has done to 
this realme, and the displessouris he has done to me baitht 
in word and deid to my vtter dishonour, at his pouer, 
quhilk he can not deny, I trast that your Grace will not 
fauor hyme nor mak him na help nor fauor hym, for that 
salbe your honour and myn ; and your guid schawing ye at 
this tyme guid and kynd brodyr to me, as my trast is ye sail, 
I salbe your humbiU and obeysant sister in all thing, 
that I ma do your Grace honour and profyt and plesour, 
and sail gladly take pane apon me to intertene guid peace 
and concord betwixt your Grace and the King my son 
your nefue, and othyrwais to haf me excusit with my just 
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querell and detensiB to aeik remeid odjrwaea and it Balbe 
I in joai Grace default and not in m;^ 

Maboaret E.* 

In addition to the vexation caused by the loss of 
his preferments, Douglas had the mortification to find 
that his mission to secure the sapport of Henry for the 
Earl of Angua bad entirely failed. He obtained infor- 
mation that Angus, whose castle of Tantallan had been 
seized by the Regent, had given up his own cause, and 
was mediating, through the Queen, with Albany for hia 
pardon and his retirement to France. According to 
Finlcerton he had by this time probably promised to 
consent to a divorce from the Queen. 

In the last letter of Douglas, written at the " Inn 
of Carhsle," some hostelry of London where he was 
residing, he betrays great anguish of mind. He com- 
plains of the untruth of those that had caused him to 
labour for the welfare of their young King, and for the 
security of those who had now brought about their own 
confusion and perpetual shame. He speaks of himself 
as weary of life, and promises to God and to Wolsey 
that be will " never have nor take way with the Duke 
of Albany, the unworthy Earl of Angus, nor with any 
other that assists the said Duke, nor will pass into 
Scotland hut at the Cardinal's pleasure, bo long as 
that wicked Duke should be therein, or have rule 



Douglas to Cardinal Wohfy, 
e, sen I herd the tythingia and wrytingiB 
and haif bene bo dolorus and full of 



Plesit your Gra 
b of yiaterday I a.u 



• MS8. Brit. Mua. Cott. Calig. B. \ 
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Tehemcnt ennoye that I dar nocht aaent(»r cum in your 
presence, quhilk causis me thus wryteto your nobill Grace, 
beseking the samyn of yourc grete goodnes to haif com- 
pacience of lue dcBolatt and wof all wycht ; albeyt I grant I 
haif dcseruyt pnnycioun, and am ynder the Kingis mercy 
and youris, not for only fait or demeritt of my avne, but by 
raisoun of tliair ontreuth tliat causit me labour for the wele 
of thair Prince, and thair securite, quhilk now has wrocht 
thair avne confusioun and perpetnall schayme; and has 
seruit me as your Grace may considdyr, that sollistit the 
Kingis Hyenes and your Grace to wrytt and doo for thame 
80 oftyn tymes and so largely in diuerss sortis, als wele to 
thair support and confort, quhairof as now I most nedis 
vnderly youre mercy. Albeit I dowte not hot your hye pru- 
dence consideris profoundly my part thairof, and my hole 
trew mynde all tyme but ony dissimulance, that in goode 
fayth am forthir dissauit in this mater then ony vtheris, by 
raisoun quharof I am so full of sorowe and displesour that 
I am wery of my avne lyfe ; and promittis to God and your 
noble Grace, as your humle seruand and ane true Ghristia 
preist, that I sail neuir have nor tak way with the Duke of 
Albany, the vnworthy Erl of Anguse, nor na vtheris that 
assistis to the said Duke, but your express commando and 
avise; nor neuer sail pass in Scotland but at yourplesour, so 
lang as this wikkyt Duke is thairin or has rewle thairof ; 
and I traist my brother and vther my frendis will vse my 
counsale. Albeyt yon young wytles f wyll has runnyn apoun 
his avne myscheyf be continewall persuasioun of wylye 
subtile men, and for lak of good counsale, schewing to him, I 
dowte not, mony fenzeit lettres and wounderful terouris; that 
the Lord Hume and vtheris wald pass in and lefe him aUane 
and that I wald be takin and haldin heyr, and that Gaiter the 
Dukis secretar had appoyntit with the Kingis Hienes for his 
distructioun, and the Duke to mary the Qwene. I dowte not 
sik thingis and mekle mayr has bene sayd ; and with this 
the wrytyngis at your Grace causit me send furth of Ham- 
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toun Courte on Sant Thomas daye come not to him quhill 
the xiiii day of Januar, and so he has remanyt comfortles 
in the menetyme quhill the tothir subtile folkis had con- 
voyit thair mater. Wald God I had send ane seruand of my 
avne with tha writiugis, or past myself with thame, in caiss 
I had lyin vii yeris eftir in preson, for I fynd absense ane 
schrew, and deligence with expeditioun mycht haif done 
grete goode. Albeyt of verite thair may be none raisionable 
nor honest excuse that suld causs ony creature brek his 
lawte or promyt. And I beseyk God that I may see him 
really punyst for his demerittis and promyssis brokyn mayd 
to the Kingis Hienes and me his vncle, and sail be glad to 
sollist the Kingis Hienes and your Grace to this effect at all 
my powere. Notheless I beseke your Grace to remembre 
the welefare and securite of the Kingis Grace of Scotland, 
my souerane lord and maister, and to sollist the Kingis 
Hyechnes to that effect, for his Grace has maid no fait but is 
aluterly innocent. This is and was my principall directioun 
and causs of my hyddyr cuming, as your Grace full wele 
vnderstandis, albeit I wald haif procurit as I cowth the 
weylfayr of my self and frendis besyde, gif thai had not 
wrocht in the contrar to thair awne distruccioun and myno 
sa fer as in thame lyis ; and gif I durst be so bald as to 
sollist your Grace and shew quhat wayis war best for the 
weylfare of the young Kingis Grace my Souerane, I wald be 
glayd to endeuor myself thairto at the command of your 
Grace. In caiss now I dar not auentor to propone na sik 
thingis, by raisoun that I am dissauit be my most tendyr 
frendis in my fyrst interpryss, incontrar to all goode lykly- 
hod or naturall equite. Besekking your Grace of your 
gracious ausuer and quhat ye will command me to doo, 
and to be my good Lorde, and to lat me knaw gif it be 
your plesour that I awayt apon your seruice and doo my 
deuisee as I aucht of dett, and wald be glayd so to doo, for 
furth of this Realme will I not depart so lang as I may 
remane thairin with the Kingis plesour and youiis, quhat 
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taoaslie, far besyde the old custum by tripill quadnipill 
moir expens then was wount. 

Ferdlie, ony gouernour or tutor aucht to procur the 
welefare and proffite of the realme and young King that he 
takis in gouemance and tutele, and suld mak thair caus 
bettir and no thing wers, quhilk gif he dois and hurtis the 
reahne or cheild, notabyllye by all raisoun and lawis he 
tynys his oflBce, and aucht to be removit therfra, and so has 
he done in this sort as eftir followis; quhairfor he is werray 
suspect and suld alwayis be removit fra ony sik office or 
antorite, and besyde that, aucht to be compellit to refounde or 
recompens all the skaythis done by him. 

First, not allanerlye spendis and waistis he the Kingis 
tresour and reutis to his avne vse and at his avne plesour, bot 
also the furnessing of the castellis foresaid. Neyr thir two 
yeris by gone he hes furneist certane Franchemen wageouns 
to the novmer of aucht skoir persounis, gevand euery one of 
thois, quhilk ar but veray knavis, iiii pundis Scottis in the 
month of the Kingis cofferis ; and De la Bastie, quhom he left 
vmquhile his deput in his absence, v pundis Scottis euery 
day, and efter his decess so moche to the Lord Hammyltoun, 
nothing neding thereof nor no proffite done therwith to the 
Bealme. 

Secundlie, he has spendit in his vse the fyfty thousand 
frankis sent from the France King to the King of Scottis in 
Bobyr recompens of no litill skaith sustenit by the realme 
of Scotland for the querrell of France ; and elikewise diners 
vtheris sovmes quhilkis he has ressauit now at his last beyng 
in France to the support of Scotland, to the valeu as is 
allegit of twenty or twenty foure thousand Franche crovnis 
of the son. 

Thridlie, the Kingis riche govnys of moist fyne cloith of 
gold tursit with fynest sabillis he has anaUit, togidder 
with the hangiugis and apparalingis of his chalmeris 
palit of purpur and weluet crammesyn, and maid clothing 
therof to sum of his pagis and seruandis, and ha& conyeit 
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bi plakkia the Kingia grete ailuer atopis liouble gilt, that 
in the hole montia to one richt grete sovme. 

Fcrdlie, he lias sauld and analiit the Kingis thre grete 
achippis, richt costlie and preciouB jowellia wourtli thre 
bundreth thousand frankis, and cost I dar «ay with thair 
artelyery aiid ordinance twyia that bovwb, beayde yther 
Bmalle barkia aiiaiiit by him alao, aad the money tharof 
Bpendit byhimnnd to hia vae alanerly, and neuir one penny 
of the sarayn retuinyt to the Kingia proffitnor therealmea. 
. Item, dinera landia and heretagia that faUis in the Kiogis 
ijtlmdis by recognitioun, forfaltour, or Ttherwayia, thia Duke 
geris and aellis sik landiE at hie pleaour quiiilk by no waJs 
he may dispone nor anolie, nor yit the 'King himsulfe in hb 
lea age vnto the tyme he be sxt yeris complete may dispone 
or analy none sik thingis by the exprea lawis of Scotland. 

Item, besyde mouy vtherts amall wardis and mariagia 
(quhilkia skairaly may be nowmerit), within thir two 
yheris thia Duke of Albany has aanld the wardia landia 
and mariagia of Driimmoad, Sanquhare, and Bambow- 
goll, quliilk war wele wourth fourty thousand pund of 
Bcoltis money, and neiiir one penny hereof coiue to the 
Kingia proffite ; togidder now laitlie with the warde and 
inariftge of the airia female of InTervgy bettir tlian ten 
tlioneand pundia Scottis, 

Item, beayde all thia, he beyng or remanyng in Scotland 
Buld put no goode ordour of juatiue nor pollecy apperandlie 
thairiu, bot rathare doo thoirto diatruction dammoge and 
4ounputtLng of all aik as he truatit wold nocht be conform 
''to his mynde, or that wold be contrarioua to ocht him pleait 
albeyt hia intent war neyir bo wrangwoua, oa may be 
Tell provit apperandlie by the alaucbter of the last Cbalm- 
erlon, and also by his luttrea oft and mony limes aent in 
Seothuid to foster discorde and to niak impedimentis to 
frendBchipconcordeandTnite, quhilkia scheweth him planely 
po goode gouernour nor to half ony zelo of goode role nor 
^elefaire of Scotland, but alanerly to proem; hia avna 
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Teherat) his HienesliaB diaeras tymes witiiin thir two yberis 
bjwent lakkit honest hole hoytsing and dowbillatis, till that 
his sister the Gonntes of Mortoon pereaYiiig sik disoidour, 
fomeist his Grace honoralnllie of sik nedf nl thingis ; and also 
qnhen the Qweenis Grace his moder, and sum tyme this ilk 
Duke of Albany, sent cloith of siluer or gold to mak goynes to 
his Hiffipg, his offidaris fbrsaid wald not fumeis lynyng 
tharto nor pay for the faseonn thereof, and werst of all, allose, 
it is planely spokin and reh^rsit the Duke of Ros the Kingis 
brothir deyt for defalt of sik necessar thingis as belangit 
to sik one prince, or then was poysonyt.*^ 

Item, all sik thingis beand saddilie rememberyt, sik 
mysordour and cmdeHte bypast considerit aucht wele to 
reduce the cmell exemple of Eang Rycharde to remem- 
brance ; and how a man of sik mynde, and beand suspect 
be enident tokynnys preceding, havand the hole reule of 
ony realme, and beand also tbairin, may find mony 
wayis to Tsarpe the crovne, and all to layt war to 
proyyde remede tharfor qnhen the harme may not be re- 
dressit, as God forbydso snld fall, for als moche as than the 
said Duke wald or mycht allege and pretend sum coloratt 
tytill or clame to the crovne, quhare now he has non sik, for 
in the Kyng of Scottis, God saufe his Grace! rcstis and 
r^nis the trew ondowtyt bloode of Inglaund Scotlaund and 
Denmerk. 

Item, it is to be rememberit gyf this Duke of Albaneis 
fader had deit at the faith and pece of his prince, and not 
rebell nor banneist, yit then he has on live ane eldar brothir, 
Alexander Stewart Conmiendatour of Scone and Inchchaf- 
f eray, within no holy ordouris, but one man habyll to mary, 
bygottin on the Duke of Albanyis first wife, vmquhile 
dochter to the Erie of Orknay. 

Item, all the statis of Scotland in plane counsale the xxi 
day of Januar in the yere of God y^ v^ and xx yheris, by 
plane act and decrete pronuncit this ilk Duke of Albany to be 

* The Duke died at Stirling Castle, in 1515, of some infantile 
disorder, while his mother was absent in England. 
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no regent nor goaemor of Scotland lea then he retamyt in 
the realme on the first day of Aagnst nixt eftir, qohilk was 
Lanimes day last bypast, and failyeing that he come not in 
Scotland or then, dischargit him of his office, and thame also 
of thair athis made to him, and hereupon sent to him thair 
ambassadour and ezpres writingis. And so it is that he re- 
tomyt not in Scotland quhill the end of Nouember nixt 
thereftar, and was neuer sens elect nor chosin of new. 

By raison qohairof all that he now dois or sail doo in that 
realme is expres wrong, Ysurpit conspirassy and tyranny 
but ony aatorite, like as in maner boith his doyngis and 
wonrdis to the ilk Scottis ambassadoor proportis, say- 
ing prowdly qohen he herd of this act and the forsaid 
writingis, *" quhat ar thai in Scotland that dar be so bald for 
to degraid me of ocht, albeyt I remanyt forth of Scotland 
this xxviiyheris, so hardy that ony tharin presyme or attempt 
sik thing, I knawe thame all well eneuch.* 

Item, it is nowise to be foryett how the Archibishop of 
Glasgow now beyng Chancellar of Scotland intendis and 
procuris by all maner wayis how his brothir dochter chil- 
derin, the Erie of Arans sons, may attayn to the crovne of 
Scotland, like as by his wourdis quhen he baptist the first 
childe may be wele coniectoure, quhare he said thos *^ Quho 
wayt then I may leyf till I see and put the crovne on this 
childis hede." By raison quhairof, he beyng of sik mynde 
is aluterlye suspicious and our dangerous a persoun to here 
ony autorite in Scotland, nor to mell with the Kingis 
maist noble persoun by himself or ony him pertenys. 

Item, finalie it is to be reducit to remembrans how in the 
[tyme] of Alexander the thrid King of Scottis, in his youth 
the King of Ingeland Henry the Thrid then beyng his 
fader of law and not so tendir of bloode as his Yncle, 
come in propir persoun to "Werk Castell apon Twede, as 
the Scottis cornikle rehersis, and thare maid to be removit 
from the Kingis counsale all sik suspect officiaris as was 
not proffitable, and made ytheris to be chosen in thar stedis 
or placis. 
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Item, abufe all thia is to be considerit that Che Kiiigis 
Jlienes, movit of verre raiaoun, naturall equite and piete, euld 
aud tuny also by all lawis procure and defend the wekfaro 
and surety of hia deirest neTO the yong Kyngof Soottis and 
his realme, without ony mandatt or vther coinmiBsiDuu had 
01 axit therto, but onlye by raisouu that hU Grace ia one 
cosiunct persouu and so tendir of bloode to the said youDg 
King, and thuapersute maybe maid or deducitbefor theFopis 
Holynee, and be to interpoae his decrett and autorite tbcrto ; 
or thau by quhataumeuir vther lefull fassouii or waye the 
Kingis maieate thinkis most expedient.. But aU wayia the 
caiwais abufe expremyit bene none evill ground, but verre 
lefuU and just fundament for the aamyn, and ar dowtlea of 
verity euery wourd.* 

Whilst Douglas was in the midst of tlieae negocia- 
tions, the death of Andrew Fonnan, Archbishop of 

_ St Andrews, and Abbot of Dunfermline, took place. 

W The eager expectant of these benefices was the 
Chancellor, James Beaton, Archbishop of Glasgow, 
who dreaded the rivalry of the Bishop of Dunkeld. 
He therefore exerted his utmost endeavours to ac- 
complish his ruin. Unfortunately for Douglas at 
this time, war was declared by the English against 
the Scots, the latter joining with France in an 
alliance against the Emperor Charles V. and Henry 
VIII. Douglas was therefore now resident in an 

I enemy's country, which was represented to his dis- 

I advantage at home, 

Beaton accordingly got the following proclamation 
drawn up in the name of the young king, James V., 
with the advice of the Lords of Council and the 

_tliree Estates of Parliament. 

• Brit, Mua. Calig., B. iii., fol. 3011. 
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Proclamation of James V, against Gawin Douglas^ Bishop 

of Dunkeld, 

We, James by the grace of God, King of Scots, to all 
and several our lieges who shall see this letter, give our tes- 
timony and solemn assurance : Know that by the Lords of 
our Council and three estates of the kingdom, before and 
in presence of our dearest cousin our tutor and governor 
John, the noble Duke of Albany, &c., it is decreed and 
promulgated, as follows : At Edinburgh on the 21st day 
of February, in the year of our Lord 1521, in presence 
of the illustrious prince, John Duke of Albany, royal 
tutor and governor, the Lords of the royal Council and 
the three Estates of the kingdom have resolved, decreed and 
ordained, Forasmuch as Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dun- 
keld, not only without the permission and leave of our 
sovereign Lord the King, his Tutor and Regent of the 
kingdom, and three Estates of parliament, but even in 
direct opposition to the orders of the said Regent, has 
entered England with the intention of residing there, with 
treasonable intents against this kingdom, as from unequi- 
vocal indications may be conjectured, having joined the 
English, the enemies of this kingdom even after the decla- 
ration of war. By this conduct, according to the statutes 
of parliament, he has incurred the crime of high treason ; 
and that no indulgence may be shewn to rebels plotting 
rebellion so audaciously, in pursuance of the decree of the 
foresaid Lords, our royal letters have been despatched to 
the Vicar-General of St Andrews, the judge ordinary having 
jurisdiction over the foresaid Bishop of Dunkeld, the said 
metropolitan see being vacant, that the Dean and Canons 
of the Church of Dunkeld, and all others having interest, 
under pain of ecclesiastical censure shall make up an 
inventory of the revenues of the foresaid Church, and shall 
shew and exhibit the names of those in possession of such 
I'evenues and emoluments, and none of the Canons nor the 
Dean aforesaid shall intromit therewith unless by special 
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order sad authority of the foresaid Vicar-Gen end ; nor 
ebftll aJiy ooe else intromit therenitli unless lie shall And 
Bufficient caution for the sate keeping of the reveuuea; 
leat he that aims at the subversion of the whole kingdom 
should deiive from the patrimony of Christ meana for the 
proBecution of his crimCH ; PrDvided always, however, that 
divine worship in the chiirch of DuokeM shall not on that 
account be the less attended to. And lest the man, per- 
severing in a malevolent intention, should from time to 
time devise new plots, as in past timea he added fuel to 
the Sames of civil discard, and now has voluntarily with- 
drawn from the kingdom, nor shews any disposition to 
return to reason, in terms of the said act, and proclamation 
following thereon, all and several the liegea of the kingdom 
oi whatever condition, degree, eccleaiastical or secular rank 
are prohibited under the penalty of high treason from 
assisting or supporting him by money, or from hold- 
ing communication with him by letters or messengera. 
And since no man should have greater influenee with 
our most holy Lord the Pope and his most holy Col- 
lege of Cardinals than our King and his illustrious Tutoi', 
and the devout loyalty of the whole kingdom to his 
Holiness, it has been decreed by the advice of the said 
three estates to send letterl to our most holy Lord (he 
Pope, lest he should appoint and institute the fort^aid 
Gavin, thus conspiring against the state, to the Arch- 
bisbopric of St Andrews and the monastery of Dmnferui- 
Hng, or either of them, in violation of the privileges formerly 
conceded to this kingdom by the supreme Pontiffs. And 
lest such letters should be said to have emanated from 
any privat« inSuence, the petition of three estatis of the 
kingdom concerning the premises are to be herewith sent, 
&nd at the same time the present proclamation under the 
testimony of the great seal of our sovereign Lord the 
Kiug. This proclamation issued by authority of the said 
eetal^s, in the presence of our said Cousin and Tutor, we 
James, by the grace of (iod King of Scots, with consent and 
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... ' :'\:v: »«r.j; in Kpi.^t. Reg. Scot, i., p. 828. It is satis- 

, . . , ... ..: ch.ii iho Scottish Parliament, in February 1524, 

.!.... .1 ll•.ou!h^ iifter Douglas's death, passed an Act to the 

».. . .'.». i'u' vh.irirv t\U»vo made against him for treasonably 

^ ,..,,. tA»j;l:uul wiw "in all thepunctis therein contenit vane, 

'.„ « uisl li.ia uj» vcritio." Scots Acts, iL, p. 290. 
. »j...« . t.nii. i.. !«. aiW. J State Papers Scot, vol. L, No. 87. 
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X'hilsli Douglas resided in London, he enjoyed the 

mdship of Polydore Vergil, the historian of Eng- 
> was the friend of WoJsey, and was ou 

ms of familiarity with the persona most eminent 
ik and learning at the Court of Henry. Vergil 
: histoiy of England alludes to Douglas as 
i: — 

" Of late one Giawine Dowglas, Bishop of Dunchell, 
iMittishe mau, a manae as well noble in ligniage as 
vertewe, when he understoode that I was purposed to 
write this historie, hee eam.me to commune with mee ; 
in forthe with, we fell into friendshippe, and after he 
vehementlie requiered mee, that in relation of the 
Seottishe afiaires, I showlde in no wise follow the 
president of an historie of a eertaine contriman of 
hia,* promisinge within few dayse to sende mee of 
those matters not to be contemned, which iu deade 

hee perfourmed But I did not louge enjoy 

the fruicion of this mie frind, for in the year of our 
Lord MDXXii., he died of the plague in London. "t 

The sad event which deprived Vergil of Ilia friend, 
and Scotland of one of her ablest men, took place 
in September 1522, in the house of his old friend 
Thomas, Lord Dacre, in St Clement's parish, near 
London. At the time of hia death he was in the 
forty-eighth year of his age. His will is dated the 
lUth, and probate was granted on the 19th of Se]>- 



Agre«ably to his own injunctions. Bishop Douglas 
was buried in the Hospital CJiurch of the Savoy, ou the 



t VarKil'a Eng. Hist. (CnmdeD Society), i 
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left side of ThomaB Halsey, Bishop of Leighlin, who 
died about the same time, and the following inacrip- 
tion was placed on their tomb : — 

" Hie jacet Thomas Halaey Leglinensis EpiscopuB, 
in basilica Sancti Petri Romae Nationis Anglicorum 
penitenciariuB, summae probitatiB vir, qui hoc solum 
post se reliquit, vixit dum vixit bene. Cui laevus con- 
ditur GavanuB Dowglas, nations Scotua, Dunkeldensie 
Praesnl, patria sui exul, Anno GhriGti 1522." * 

Holinshed t states that Douglae enjoyed " an 
honest pension to live on " from Heniy VIII. but 
this may be doubted, as there is no allusion to 
it, nor to any arrears accruing from it, in the general 
inventory of his means and effects. On the contrary, 
the Bishop seems to have been reduced to straits, as 
in his will there is mention made of some of hia silver 
plate being pledged to various persons. 

The will of Bishop Douglas, which is preserved in 
the charter-chest of the ancient family of Lindsay of 
Dowhill, is very interesting, as being almost the oldest 
document of the kind respecting a Scottish person of 
note, and it is fuller and more precise than many sub- 
sequent ones. It is as follows ; — 

■ Here lieth Thomaa Halaey, Bisbop of Leighlin, Penitentinry of 
the English nation in the Church of St Peter's at Rome, a man of 
grpat probity, who left onlj thia cliaracter behind him — he lived, 
while he lived, well. Od his left is buried Gavin Douglas, a native 
of Scotland, Bishop of Ehinkeld, an exile from his country. In 
the yaor of Christ 1522. 

Owing to a fire which happened in the Savoy Chapel in 1864, 
the brass tablet which marked the spot of the iDtermeot of the 
two bishops was removed from i(8 place. The tablet is still pre- 
served, and a cut from a rubbing from it is here inserted. 

t Chronioles, vol. iiL, p. 676. 
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Will of Gavin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld, 1522. 

Invemtarium omnium bonorum quondam Reverendi iu 
Christo patris, et d(»nini, Gawini, miseratione divina, Epis- 
copi Doilnkejdensis, factum apud hospitium domini Dacris 
in partibuB Anglie, in parochia Sancti dementis prope 
Londoninm, decimo die mensis Septembris, anno Domini 
Biilleramo qningentesimo yicesimo secundo, coram his 
testibiis, Henrico Grahame, Johanne Baxtar, domino 
Jaoobo Hendersoune, Capellano, et Magistro Davide 
Doaglas, Presbitero, ac notario publico. In Primis, res et 
bona in palatio Dunkeldensi, magister Robertus Grahame, 
OanoDicus ejusdem, habet sub inventario manu publicorum 
notariomm signato. Item, bona in Clony, Silvester Ret- 
tray in Gudy habet inventarium eorundem manu magistri 
Alexandri Douglas Canonici Dunkeldensis conscriptum^ 
Item, bona in Crawmond, Archibaldus Douglas, germanus 
noster, habet in custodia. Item, bona in hospitio Yille 
Sancti Johannis, dominjis Thomas Paule Gapellanus habet 
sab inventario. Item, bona in hospitio Edinburgi, dominus 
Johannes Geddes, Gapellanus, habet in custodia. 

Item, fatetur se habere in bonis, viz., in integris procur- 
ationibus sue Diocesis Dunkeldensis, Anni Domini millesimi 
quingentesimi vicesimi primi, nonaginta quatuor libras 
monete Scotie, salvo justo calculo. Et de quotis testa- 
mentorum ejusdem anni, extendentibus per bonam estima- 
tionem ad summam centum librarum, salvo justo calculo ut 
prefertur. Item, fatetur se habere de firmis terrarum suarum 
termini Pentheoostes ultimi elapsi, extendentibus in pecunia 
ad ducentas quinquaginta libras, in manibus Magistrorum 
Georgei Hepbume, Decani Dounkeldensis, et Roberti 
Grahame canonici ejusdem, quos constituimus nostros 
vicarioB generales, faotores, et procuratores ad lites, causas, 
et negotia nos tangentia, et concementia. Item, fatetur se 
habere de decimis garbalibus Ecclesiarum parochialium de 
Littill Dounkeldensi, et Gapeth, extendentibus ad decem et 
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noyem celdras Tictaaliom farine et ordei, yiz. de croppa 
aoni mstantis, yiz. anni etc. qningenteBuni yiceami secondi, 
et d^ eisdem Eccledis Tiginti octo oddramm avoianim 
pio pabulis equonim, pretium bolle farine pre^ 

tiom bolle ordei ac pretinm bolle ayenanmif Smnma 
Item, fatetur ae habere in decimis garbalibns Ecdesie 
paiochialiB de Cargill ejufidem croppe, extend^ntibus ad 
triginta duas celdras farine, et oidei^ pretium bolle farine 
pretimn bolle ordei Summa Item, in 

decimis garbalibos Ecclesiede Onchtergavyn, extendentiboa 
ad decern celdras, et octo boUas farine et ordei, pretinm 
bolle farine pretium bolle ordei Stimma Item, in 

dedmia garbalibus Ecclesie de Tibbermnre yiginti octo 
oeldras farine, et ordei, pretium bolle farine 
pretium bolle ordei Sunmia Item, in decimis gar- 

balibus Ecclesie de Forguudyny, eztendentibus ad triginta 
celdraa farine, et ordei, pretium bolle farine, pretium 

bolle ordei Summa Salva tamen semper estimatione 

equitantium decimas garbales pi:edictarum Ecdesiarum. 
Item, fatetur decimas garbales Ecclesie de Alithe conoessas et 
allocatas nobili et potenti domino de Glammys, pro solutione 
dotis. Item, in manibus Archibaldi Douglas germani nostri, 
pro assedatione garbalium Ecdesiarum Parochialium de 
Abirlady, et Abercome, de croppa anni instantis, extend- 
entium ad summam tringintarum quinquaginta duarum 
marcarum monete Scotie predicte, ut patet in dicta as- 
sedatione. Item, fatetur se habere in manibus Hugonis 
Douglas burgensis de Edinburghe, pro assedatione decim- 
arum garbalium Ecclesie de Grawmond ejusdem anni, 
extendentium ad summam ducentarum quadraginta mar- 
carum monete predicte. Item, fatetur se habere in manibus 
Davidis Berclay de Gullemy, pro assedatione decimarum 
Ecclesie Parochialis de Strathmiglo, extendentium ad sum- 
mam ducentarum quadraginta marcarum. Item, fatetur 
sibi deberi pro decimis garbalibus Ecclesiamm de Sonde, 
et Prestoune, per intromissores earundem, summam octo- 
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ginta marcarum. Item, fatetur Be habere in. veatibna cor- 
poreia in panibiis Anglie, imam higam te tany eatfn cum 
le BoumyeiE. Item, imum par le chimeris,* de mgro le satyn, 
Aliad par le chimeric de panno laneo violeti coloriu. cum 
eftpuceo+ utrique pari convenienti, pretium xl a. moneta 
Eterlingorum. Item, umkUi togam luteam cum etrictia 
maoiciB furritam, cum le blakliiiyen, pretium v, merhie ; 
Aliam togam da tanny grHU8S,X cum parte interiori de 
chalmdett. It«ni, unam cinctam togam de le satyu, [h%- 
tiura. ... Et alteram togatn de panno laueo nigroi 
pretium. . . , Item, duo collobia curta, eive clamides 
Tulgariter le chimeris, unam de black gatyn, et aliam de 
chalraelet, pretiran sKvi s. viii d. Item, unam togam 
laneam in Scotia violeti coloria furritam, cum le soumyeis. 
Item, nnum capucenm de satyn rubei coloris e: parte eX' 
teriori, et nigri coloria ex parte interiori. Item, aliud capu- 
ceum de le bleue welvott, et aliud de nigro welvott. Item, 
Dctodecim rochetaa.g pretium ciii librae, duo paria galgar- 
um.ll tree camiaiaa.lf duo birreta.** Item, fatetur se habere 
unam pelvimtt argenteam, cum 1aYncro,tt ponderia iii li. 
iii UDoiarum, summa viii librarum ; nuum ciphuin g§ argen- 
teum cum coopertorio, ponderis ii 11. Kiiil unciarum, summa 
V li. viii 8. xi d. ; unam cratheram argenteam cum cooper- 
torio, ponderis xi unciarum, summa ixsiii a. i d. Item, vii 
cocleariftlll argentea, ponderis viii uneiamm, i quarterii, 
summa xxiii a. Item, qninque nnnuloa aureoa, cum gcmmia, 
ponderiBduammi)nciarun),8ummaiiiilibrarum. Item, unam 
calicem^^ argenteam, cum. patera, ponderis si UDoiarum, 
aumma xie. Item, duoa urceoloa*"* argenteoa, pooderia 
trinm uDciamm, aumina x b. Item, unam pelvim argenteam, 
impignoratam venerabili viro Willielmo Holgill, Preceptori 
HoapitaliB Sancti Johannia de Savoye predicts, pro Summa 
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pecunia routuata, vigiiiti quinqtie marcaB moaete Seotie. 
Item, diversia civibus Londoaeneibus, pro auie cotidianis 
HumptibuB in escalentis, et pocnlentis, ut patet !□ libris 
dietaram, extendentibua ad xli noble, xvii grotta, iiid,, 
RLinima. xiiili, xviia. viii d. Item, Richardo WiLkenBonne 
LoBpiti H)o, decern le nobillia, qu»ti)ordecim grossos, 
BDinnia li e. It^iu, pro custodia equorura dornui et farailie 
sne, ad grainina, riii 8. Item, pro Uberatione et re- 
demptione Margarete Oriclitone de le Comptoure, temportt 
^Titudinis eundem tunc custodientis, Biimma riginti trinm 
Bolidorum, pro cujua solution e prestitit fidei-jusaoreB. 
Item, Domino Dacris, decern librae. Item, sciseoribus pro 
galigis, et factura veHtimentorum, xiii b. iiii d. Item, 
lotrici veatimentorum Domini, t s. iiiid. Item, Domino 
Thome Paule granatario de Perth, summa septem libraruni, 
quiiique eolidomm, x d. deliberata Georgeo Geddea Senes- 
oallo, pro neceaeariia Domini minae Dunkeldensi. 

SUMMA D 
SUMMA OMNll 

Com nicliil ait certiua morte, nee incert[us hora mortia, 
Jiinc eat quod Ego Oawiuua, indignua Epiecopua Dunkeld- 
ensia, eger corpore, aanua temen mente, cundo Teatamentiim 
ineum in bunc modiim : In primis, da et lego animam 
meam Deo omnipotenti, biiatieaimeque Marie, et Sanchi 
Columbe patrono meo, totique celeeti contubernio, corpuB- 
que meum Bepetiendum in choro Eccleaie Hoepitalia Saticti 
Johaonia baptiste de 3avoie, prope London. Item, do et 
lego prefato Hoapitali nnnm par le chimeris de nigro le 
BBtju, cum capuceo eiusdem. Item, do et lego Ecclesie 
patQcbiali Sancti dementia pro jure funerali, meara togam 
de le tan; satyn furitam oum le Boumyeis. Item, do et I^o 
loeidotibuH in die sepulture mee indigenitatibna, et pro 
et reliquia neceeaariiB ad nustras eiequias spectanti- 
bus, summam trium libranim xiiie. iiiid. Item, do et lego 
Magiatro Matheo Geddaa Capellano noatro, t<igam laneatu 
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violeti colons in Scotia furritam, cum le soomyeis. Item, 
Magistro David Douglas Capellano, togam meam de le tany 
graufls, cum le chalmelett ex parte interiori. Item, Mar- 
garete Douglas cousanguinee nostre, cum Petro Garmychell 
avunculo nostro, tricentas marcas. Item, Ghristiane 
Douglas consanguinee nostre apud Elchok, ducentas mar- 
cas. Item, Henrico Grahame consanguineo nostro centum 
marcas. Item, Johanni Baxtar centum marcas, si bona 
adhuc extendunt ultra solutionem debitorum, sin autem 
quadraginta Kbras secundum modificationem Executorum. 
Item, Georgio Greddes familiari nostro, quadraginta marcas. 
Item, Hugoni Jobnesoune familiari nostro, quadraginta 
marcas. Item, Magistro David Douglas, decem libras. 
Item, domino Jacobo Hendersone, decern marcas. Jobanni 
Buyde, alias Delamott, decem marcas. Item, Johanni 
M^Guddy coquo, quadraginta solidos. Item, do* et lego 
mulos et equos meos antedictos meis servitoribus non 
habentibus equos, equaliter inter ipsos distribuendos. 
Residuum omnium bonorum meorum do et lego in disposi- 
tione Executorum meorum, viz. Archibaldi Douglas germani 
nostri, et Magistri Roberti Grahame Ganonici Dunkeldensis, 
quos, ut memini, constitui meos Executores in priore meo 
testamento, veluti pro presenti constituo, quibus addo et 
constituo Georgeum Douglas consanguineum meum, et 
magistrum Matheum Geddis, Yicarium de Tibbirmure 
coexecutores. Insuper constituo venerabilem et egregium 
virum dominum Willelmum Halgill, preceptorem dicti 
Hospitalis de Savoie, superiorem et moderatorem bonorum 
meorum antedictorum in partibus Anglie existentium, ut 
ipsi disponant hujusmodi bona pro salute anime mee, prout 
respondere voluerint coram summo Judice, in districto 
examine. Nolo insuper in aliquo derogare priori meo 
Inventario vigore constitutionis presentis Testamenti, et 
executorum in eodem, sed volo quod utrumque sortiatur 
effectmn pro mea ultima voluntate perimplenda. 

pro Registratione, viiis. iiid. ob. 
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Pbobatum fuit presena Teetametituni coram nobis Jo- 
Alen, jnris utriiisque doctora, canoiiico ecclesie 
ithedralis Lincolniensis, ReTerendiBaimi in Christo Patria, 
domini, domiDi Thome miseratione divintt, titulo ^ncte 
iGecHie, sacroaatLCte Romane ecoleaie Presbit«ri Cardinaiis, 
8 Arohiepiscopi, Anglie primatia, magoique 
CftDcdlarii ejusdem, ac Sedia Apoatoliee nati, afque etinin 
de latere inibi Legati, ComniiRsario Generali, safiicienter 
et legitime in hac parte depntoto, xix die Mensis Septein- 
Anoo Domini milleeinio, quingentoaimo isii'., et per 
IM approbatom, iiiBiouatum, legitimeque pronunciatam 
valors ejusdem ; CommieBaque fuit adminiatratio om- 
it et Hinguloram bonorum^ et debitorum teetatoris 
Bapraacripti defuncti, Magistro Matheo Geddes, uni esecu- 
torum in biijiiBmodi testaraento Dominato, de bene et fideli 
administrando eadem, et de periniplendo predii'tum teatn- 
meutmn, necnon de vera et pleuo compute, calculo, eive 
ratiocinio, nobis aut alii judici, vel judicibus in eo parte 
competentibue, cum ad hoc debite requisitus fuerit, red- 
dendo, in fonna juris jarato, salvo jure cuiuacunqne. Datum 
Londonii, sub sigillo prefati Beverendisaimi Patris, quo ici 
hac parte utimur, die et anno predictia. 

Hume of Godacroft affirms that Douglas liad a 
natural daughter married to Sempill of Fulwood,* and 
;in the vrill of the Bishop there ia mentioned one 
Wtisanyuineus and certain amsangiiineae of the name 
of Douglas, Tjeaides his brother, Archibald DonglaB. 
It is not improbable that some of tliese may have 
been his own offspring, as such terms hove occasionally 
Hignification similar to "nepotism." According to 
the sentiments of the age, transgrossiona of this kind 
were treated with indulgence, whether among the 
I'dergy or laity. Patrick Hepburn, Bishop of Moray, 

• Hist, of H0U80 of Doug., p. 220, 
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had two sons legitimised in one day, and five daugh- 
ters in another. 

Among the estimates of the character of Bishop 
Gavin Douglas, to be found in the writings of authors 
of note, perhaps the most interesting is that given by 
John Lesley, Bishop of Ross, the Scottish historian, 
who flourished not many years after Gravin's death, 
and who thus expresses himself concerning him : — 
" If he had not mixed himself up with the national 
tumults, he would have been truly worthy of being 
consecrated in the writings and memory of all, on 
account of his fragrant wit and singular erudition." 

On the whole, it will be admitted that the opinion 
formed by Lesley is a just estimate of the character 
of Gavin Douglas; and though his varied accom- 
plishments must be acknowledged by all, we cannot 
agree with the indiscriminate panegyrics which have 
been paid to his memory by later biographers. 

In 1513, when Douglas completed his translation 
of Virgil, he bade adieu to his poetical studies — 

'* And will direct my labours euermoir 
Vnto the common welth and Goddis gloir.^' 

He accordingly appears on subsequent occasions 
rather as a statesman than as a poet, and in that 
capacity his conduct was not free from blame. It 
will always be a subject of the greatest regret that 
a man of his genius and learning should have forsaken 
his tranquil literary labours, and wasted his abilities 
on intrigues, some for his own aggrandisement, and 
others occasioned by the selfish policy of his nephew, 
the Earl of Angus, which rendered him, in the latter 
part of his life, the victim of persecution and calamity. 
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I Of Bishop Douglas no pottrait is knowii tu exi^t. 
I H. M. Eeconl OfRt* there is preserved a detached 
seal of a circular form, with a full length figure of a 
bishop within a Gothic niche. In base, a shiehl 
ijuarterly, first Angus, second Abernethy, third 

irechin, fourth Stuart of Bonldl ; on an escutcheon 
Utoat, Douglas. Round the seal is the follaning 
: 
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But pass we on : — Upon the field I spied, 

Woven of silk, with golden post and hook, 
A goodly tent unfold its wings of pride, 
To whose delightsome porch me drew my lovely guide/** 

A fine pavilion is here pitched, where Ovid, Virgil, 
and other poets recount the deeds of ancient heroes. 
The Muses then resume their travels, until they reach 
a charming valley. 

At last, the rock is seen which is the end of their 
journey. It is of slippery marble, with only one pas- 
sage to the summit. The nymph and the poet com- 
mence the ascent, but on nearing the top, they find a 
deep abyss full of brimstone, in which many wretched 
creatures lay dead, and others were sweltering in the 
flames. The nymph informs him that these are people 
who, pretending to pursue the path of honour, but 
really following pleasure, fell into this sorrowful lake. 
The nymph now seizes the poet by the hair, and carries 
him to the top of the rock, in the same way that Habak- 
kuk was conveyed to Babylon. From this eminence 
he sees the misery of the world, and a goodly vessel 
wrecked on a sandbank, with many of the crew 
perishing in the waves. His guide informs him that 
this ship is called * The Carwell (or ship) of the State 
of Grace,' and gives him an outline of the Christian 
faith. One of the peculiarities of the poem is the 
unnatural blending of Christian subjects with the 
heathen mythology, and it is somewhat incongruous 
to find a nymph of CalUope's tram expoundmg the 
scheme of rSemption.t 

* Scott. Worthies, vol. iii., p. 160. 

t In his Virgil, Book IV. c. 6, he describes the priestesses of 
Bacchus as nuns. — VoL ii. p. 193. 
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the rules of the Popish Church, he could not con- 
tinue consistently with his intention of entering into 
holy orders. 

In 1501, when he was in his twenty-seventh year, 
Douglas finished the ' Police of Honour,' the longest 
of his original compositions. It may be described 
as an allegorical poem, displaying great power ^f 
invention, and a ready command of striking imagery. 
Its outline ja as follows :— 

In a morning in May, the poet, rising early, enters 
a delightful garden, where fragrance was exhaled 
from the flowers, and where the melody of birds gave 
additional charm to the scene. 

" In broider'J beds unnumber'd flowers were seen. 
Of Nature's coucii the living tapeatry ; 
And, hid within their leafy curtains green, 
Tlie little hinia pour'd forth audi liarmony 
As filled my very heart with joy and glee; 
A flood of muaic foUowtd, wave on ware, 
Which Echo answered from her airy cave ; 
And aprickled o'er the laurels blooming near. 
The silver dew-drops shone, like diamonds bright nnd 

Whilst in this paradise my senses fed. 
And fiUed my heart with every rich deUght, 
Up from the sea Biiua raised his head — 
I mean the horse to whose Ktberial night 
Is given to draw the golden chariot bright 
Of Titan, which by night looks dark and dead, 
But changeth in the morn to ruby red ; 
Whilst birds, andfields, and flowers, on holm and higlit, 
New life assume in ghttering vests bedight. 

* Bishop Saaa'B Life, |). 14. 



_ _ :w7-^ -ijECi tat t=.-^T TiTim :ji ?;,«r : 

guMC irnt ft kindlj htxx a]] gn>«-itjp thiii» : 
Vj? bmsKToiu Ebln^ irith blan aiid shower. 
Vat Sfenm, vith hi£ sBpect nd and kaiz. 
*KC ■» tt^ll jilace niifnrl faii icT iriitr;^ ; 
Itoi nraet Favoiuiifi ttiither fragnuice brings. 
^^ Ihxle etraanA, haU-hid in moK. do ran, 
^^ii^ a plMHUt chime, and gUociiig iti the Bnn." ' 

j^Mdden liglitnow gleams from the skies, and the 

^]i intb a swoDD in which he has a remark- 

tinds himself transported into a 

llirough which rushed a hideous flood. In 

jftlA] region, he begins to complain of the 

of Furtune, when the goddess Miner^^a ap- 

gttfoidcd by many fair ladies and gallant men, 

the t-avalcaile passes, the poet sees two caitiffs 

1 tu be the arch-traitore Achito- 

fUd Sinou. The latter informs the poet, that 

^utj arc passing through this wilderness on their 

(0 ^ Talute of Honour, He inquires how Buch 
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wretches are associated with bo poliehed a court, when 
Achitophel answers that they were there as hail and '■ 
thunder often occur in the lovely month of May. 
After deBcribing the death of Actsoon, which the poet 
VitnesBCSjhe deacries Diana, mounted on an elephant, 
approaching, attended by a train of cliaste and true 
vii^jins, ' flouria of feminitie.' They pass by the poet, 
who remarks that the number of Diana's followers is 
somewhat scanty. He now finds the desert become 
still more loathsome to him, when at length he ob- 
serpes a shining Hght in the northern sky, and hears 
distant music. At last, he sees the court of Venus 
approach, with the goddess seated on a gorgeous car. 
He then describes in eloquent terms her matchless 
beauty.* 

Venus is attended by her son Cupid, and by Mara, 
mounted upon a barded courser ' stout and bald.' 

■' The mighty Mars a barded courser bore, 

Grim was liis look, his body large and square. 
His sinewy neck in breadth a span or moye, 

Round which did shortly curl his crisp browa hair ; 

His limbe well-knit, and of proportion fair 
Were clothed in panoply of radiant steel. 

Oq Venus atill he gai'd with, amorous wr, 
And she her knight him call'd in woe or weal. 
Whilst o'er his noble form her love-lit glances steal. "t 

A train of lovera, happy and unhappy, follow the 
amorous queen, and the poet, ruminating on their 

* Him Sdiokland is of opimDD that tha poet ie here deaarihin^ 
the oburns of Mar^^et Tiidor, tho young Quoen of Jamw IV., 
aftervrordn marriad to his nephew. Qvetna of S;vl,, i. 103, 

t Tytler'a e«)t. Worthies, vol. iii., p. 153. 
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But pass we on : — Upon the field I spied, 

Woven of silk, with golden post and hook, 
A goodly tent unfold its wings of pride. 
To whose delightsome porch me drew my lovely guide/** 

A fine pavilion is here pitched, where Ovid, Virgil, 
and other poets recount the deeds of ancient heroes. 
The Muses then resume their travels, until they reach 
a charming valley. 

At last, the rock is seen which is the end of their 
journey. It is of slippery marble, with only one pas- 
sage to the summit. The nymph and the poet com- 
mence the ascent, but on nearing the top, they find a 
deep abyss full of brimstone, in which many wretched 
creatures lay dead, and others were sweltering in the 
flames. The nymph informs him that these are people 
who, pretending to pursue the path of honour, but 
really following pleasure, fell into this sorrowful lake. 
The nymph now seizes the poet by the hair, and carries 
him to the top of the rock, in the same way that Habak- 
kuk was conveyed to Babylon. From this eminence 
he sees the misery of the world, and a goodly vessel 
wrecked on a sandbank, with many of the crew 
perishing in the waves. His guide informs him that 
this ship is called * The Carwell (or ship) of the State 
of Grace,' and gives him an outline of the Christian 
faith. One of the peculiarities of the poem is the 
unnatural blending of Christian subjects with the 
heathen mythology, and it is somewhat incongruous 
to find a nymph of Calliope's train expounding the 
scheme of redemption.! 

* Scott. Worthies, vol. iii., p. 160. 

t In his Virgil, Book IV. c. 6, he describes the priestesses of 
Bacchus as nuns. — Vol. ii. p. 193. 
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CasUlian font, where he finds such a crowd pressiuj,' 
to driiik that he could not taste a drop. 

" Beside that fount, with dearest crystal bleat, 
Alighted down the Muaes bright of hue, 

ThemBelvea to solace and their steeds to rest ; 
A.nd all their followers on the instant drew 
To taste the stream, which sparkling leapt to view. 

Thro' freshest nieada with laurel canopied. 
Then trembling to the well renowned I flew, 

But the rude crowd all passage there defied. 

Nor might I snatch a drop of that celestial tide. 

Our horses pastured in a pleasant field. 

Verdant and rich, beneath a mountain green. 
Where, from the mid-day heat a shade to yield. 

Some ancient cedars wove a leafy screen ; 

On the smooth turf unnumbered flowers were seen 
Weaying a carpet 'neath umbrageous trees ; 

And o'er their channels, pav'd with jewels sheen. 
The waters gliding did the senses please, 
Mingling their quiet tunes with hum of honied bees. 
On many an instrument of breath or string 

These gentle ladies play'd or playing auug ; 
Some sat beneath the trees in lovely ring, 

Some solitary stray'd the flowers among ; 

Et'u the rude elements in silence hung, 
And wooed their music with intense delight ; 

Whilst from their charms such dazzling rays were fluiig, 
Ab utterly amaz'd all mortal sight, 
And might have thaw'd the heart of stemeet anchorite- 
Far doth it pass all powers of living speech 

To tell the joy that from these sights 1 took ; 
And if BO high the wondrous theme doth reach. 

How should my vein the great endeavour brook 1 

We may not soar so high, my httle hook. 
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But pass we on : — Upon the field I spied, 

Woven of silk, with golden post and hook, 
A goodly tent unfold its wings of pride, 
To whose delightsome porch me drew my lovely guide.'** 

A fine pavilion is here pitched, where Ovid, Virgil, 
and other poets recount the deeds of ancient heroes. 
The Muses then resume their travels, until they reach 
a charming valley. 

At last, the rock is seen which is the end of their 
journey. It is of slippery marble, with only one pas- 
sage to the summit. The nymph and the poet com- 
mence the ascent, but on nearing the top, they find a 
deep abyss full of brimstone, in which many wretched 
creatures lay dead, and others were sweltering in the 
flames. The nymph informs him that these are people 
who, pretending to pursue the path of honour, but 
really following pleasure, fell into this sorrowful lake. 
The nymph now seizes the poet by the hair, and carries 
him to the top of the rock, in the same way that Habak- 
kuk was conveyed to Babylon. From this eminence 
he sees the misery of the world, and a goodly vessel 
wrecked on a sandbank, with many of the crew 
perishing in the waves. His guide informs him that 
this ship is called * The Carwell (or ship) of the State 
of Grace,' and gives him an outline of the Christian 
faith. One of the peculiarities of the poem is the 
unnatural blending of Christian subjects with the 
heathen mythology, and it is somewhat incongruous 
to find a nymph of Calliope's train expounding the 
scheme of redemption.! 

* Scott. Worthies, vol. iii., p. 160. 

t In his Virgil, Book IV. c. 6, he describes the priestesses of 
Bacchus as nuns. — VoL ii. p. 193. 
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On turning in another direction, ha sees the Palaiv 

I of Honour, — a place of such transcendant beauty as Ic 

I defy description. In a garden, he aeea Venus seated 

. a throne, covered with precious gems, and n 

I mirror placed before her, surroiuided by three golden 

s. In. this mirror might be viewed the deeds of 

1 every one, and all the events of sacred and profane 

history. Some of these are enumerated, and tht- 

[ poet then passes to the description of games, hunting, 

I hawking, etc., and the necromancy of Roger Bacon, 

I and other famous magicians. Venus observes bim 

I while looking into the mirror, and recognises him 

I as once having been her prisoner. She now asks 

r he likes this place, and then reminds hirn of his 

I promise to write some poetry to free himself when 

ivasin danger. She gives him a book to put in 

t rhyme, by which, doubtless, the poet meant Virgil. 

I This he accepts, and engages to obey her commandi^. 

The struggles of many questionable characters t« 

' intrude into the Palace are next described ; such as 

Sinon, Achitophel, Jugurtha, and Tiyphon, Catiline, 

whom he sees trying to get in at a window, is driven 

back by a blow bestowed on him by Cicero with a 

heavy book. 

Looking in at a small orifice, the poet discovers a 
hall in the palace of more magnificence than anything 
to be found on earth, which he thus describes ; — 

"Id high relief of rich and massive gold. 

The borders round the doors and windows shone ; 

Eaoh lower and turret, beauteous to behold, 
Of poUahed ivory form'd : ne was there one 

That did not show iulaid its walls upon 
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Brigbt shapes of birds, 'midsi sweei eDsmdl'd flowers. 
And curious knots, carred in the snow-white bone, 
With matchleas canning bj the artist's powers. — 
So perfect and so pore were Honour's lordly bowers. 

Bnt pass we on — ^Uie nymph and I did wend 

Strsi^t to the hall, and dimVd a radiant stair, 
Formed all oi topaz dear from end to end. 

The gate was shut, bat throagh a lattice there 
Of beryl, gazing, a transcendant glare 

Broke dazzlingly on mine astonished sight — 
A room I saw — ^bnt oh, what tongae shall dare 
To paint that chamber, so sorpassing bright ! 
Sore never such a yiew was given to mortal wight. 

From every part combined, roof, wall, and floor, 

A flood of light most gloriously was cast ; 
And as the stream upon mine eyes gan pour. 
Blinded I stood awhile : that sight surpast 
Aught that in £astem story read thou hast 
Of richest palace, or of gorgeous staU ; 
On diamond pillars, tall as any mast, 
Clustering, and bound with ropes of rubies all, 
The sapphire arches leant of that celestial halL 

The very benches, forms, and footstools mean, 

Were shap'd of smaragdine and precious stone, 
And on the carpet brilliant groups were seen 
Of heroes old, whose steely corslets shone 
Embost with jewels ; — ^near them, on a throne 
Sat Honour, mighty prince, with look severe, 
And deep-set awful eye, whose glance alone 
So full of might and glorious did appear, 
That all my senses reeFd, and down I dropt with fear. 

Within her snowy arms that Lady sweet 
Me caught, and swiftly to the portal hied ; 
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For wing'd with love hiiiI pity were her feet, 
And soft abe bort> me to inhalB the tide 
Of the fresh air. She deem'd I would have died. 
So sudden and so deadly pale I grew ; 
But fondly each reviving art she tried, 
And bath'd my brow with Heliconian dew. 
Till, faint and alow, mine eyea unolos'd to meet her view."* 

The nympli explains to the poet the meaning 
of Honour as understood in this its headquarters, 
and apostrophizes virtue in two eloquent Btonzas. 
After describing some of the historic characters 
who were seen in the palace, the nymph now pro- 

l poses to take the poet into the garden, which was 

' anrrounded by a moat, having as the only means of 
entrance a plank laid across. The nymph passes 
over this primitive bridge in safety, but the poet, 
when he attempts to follow, falls into the water, 

^ which causes him to awake &Dm his dream. After 
^ on the glorious palace and all ita beauties, 
Ehe author concludes by writing a hallad in praise of 

E honour. A poetical address to King James IT. 
completes the work. 

Douglas is supposed by Bishop Sage to have taken 
the plan of hia Palace of Honour from the Picture of 
Cebea, but the resemblance is comparatively slight. 
There is equally little connection between his poem 
and the ' Sejour d'Honneur ' of Octavien de St. Gelais, 
unless it be in their respective titles. Dr. Irving 
remarks that " the successive appearance of the dif- 
ferent courts described in the Palace of Honour may 
y remind some readers of the Triumphs of 

* aoDtt WorthiaB, vol iiL, p. 16". 
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Petrarch, in which various shadowy trains succeed 
each other in a somewhat similar manner."* It 
may, however, with more probability be surmised, 
that Douglas had before him Chaucer's " Temple of 
Fame," when he drew the outline of his Palace of 
Honour. Chaucer's allegory takes the form of a 
dream, in which the poet finds himself in the Temple 
of Venus, whence he is carried, not by a nymph, 
but by an eagle, to a magnificent palace built upon a 
mountain of ice, and supported by rows of pillars, on 
w&ich are inscribed the names of the most illustrious 
poets. Many of the names given by Chaucer are to 
be found in Douglas ; yet, on the whole, the arrange- 
ment and versification of the two poems are so un- 
like, that to Douglas must be accorded the praise of 
having conceived and successfully completed an ori- 
ginal design. 

It has been supposed that Bunyan may have bor- 
.rowed the idea of his Pilgrim's Progress from that of 
;the Palace of Honour. In his famous allegory, the 
Christian hero, like the poet in that of Douglas, is con- 
ducted by supernatural beings through a great variety 
of strange scenes. In both the journey ends at a 
place of celestial glory, while there is a Umbo or abyss 
by the wayside, a little before the ultimate object is 
reached. There is, however, a marked contrast be- 
tween the poet, joining the gorgeous, though incon- 
gruous, cavalcade trooping to the Palace of Honour, 
and Christian wending his way through Despair and 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death to the Shining 
City.t 

* Hist, of Scot. Poetry, p. 277. 

t Essay on Scot. Poetry, by Prof. Nichol, p. xxvi. 
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The next poem of Douglas is his allegory of the 
progress of human life, to which the title of " King 
Hart " has been given. This poem waa first printed 
by Pinkerton from the manuscripte of Sir Richard 
Maitland, preserved in the Pepysian Library, in Mag- 
dalen College, Cambridge. In 1784 Pinkerton went 
to Cambridge, and transcribed the MS., a great part 
of which he published in 17S6, under the title 
of " Ancient Scotish Poems, from the MS. Collections 
of Sir Richard Maitland of Lethington, Knight."* 

In this collection King Hart forms the first poem, 
Pinkerton's edition of it, however, contains important 
errors, some of which are due to the obscurity of 
the MS., and some to misreadings of the editor 
himself. 

These difficulties led Pinkerton to suppose that it 
was written by Douglas before his Palace of Honour. 
Dr. Irving, in his History of Scotish Poetry, considers 
that, as the versification is superior to the Palace of 
Honour, and as the author does not enumerate it 
among his early works, it was written by Douglas 

E, after his translation of Virgil was completed. Douglas, 
lowever, in concluding his version of Virgil, takes 
farewell of poetical composition ; and we may 
,'therefore assume, if we are to attach importance 
!io this declaration, tliat King Hart was written 
itween 1501, when the Palace of Honour was 
finished, and 1512, when the translation of Virgil 
was begun. 

King Hart (or the heart of man) is represented as 
a mystical king in all the bloom of youth, and sur- 
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rounded by attendaDts, who are personifications of 
the propensities of early manhood. The king, al- 
though a feudal monarch, is still far from enjoying 
freedom, as these " }thand senitouris," or busy 
attendants^ govern him without any hope of his get- 
ting quit of them. He has also five servants, who 
are the five senses, appointed to guard him from 
his enemies. Notwithstanding all the care which 
is taken of the king, he is sometimes betrayed. 
Honour, coming to his gate, is denied admittance by 
the attendant^ as the king was feasting; but by 
means of some contrivance. Honour gains access, 
and climbs up to the great tower, stating that 
his presence would add to the embellishments of 
the castle. 

The palace of Dame Pleasance is next described. 
This Queen, vrith a legion of fsai attendants, passes by 
the castle of King Hart, whose sentries are akrmed 
at the number in her train, and report what they saw 
to the king. Youthhead and Fresh Delight, two of 
the king's attendants, volunteer to ascertain of whom 
this party may consist. They set out, but are so 
surprised with what they encounter that they are 
easUy made prisoners. 

^^ Yoaihhdd forth far'd — ^he rode on Innocence, 
A milk-white steed that ambled as the wind ; 

Whilst Fresh Delight bestrode Benevolence, 
A palfrey fiur, that would not bide behind : 
The glorious beams had almost made them blind. 

That forth from Beanty buist beneath the doad 
With which the goddess had herself oishrined, 

^tting, like Eastern queen, in her paviUon proud. 
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But these young wights, abased at the sight, 

Full sooD were staid in their courageous mood; 
Instant within them died all power and might, 

And gazing, rooted to the earth tliey stood ; 

At which Fair Calling, seeing them subdued. 
Seized on their slackened rein with rosy hands : 

Then to her castle swift away she yude,* 
And fastened soon the twain in Venus' silken hands. "+ 

The king sends out new mesaeugera, who are also 
captured. At last, becoming enraged, he arrays his 
host for battle with Dame Pleaanuce and her anny. 
In the contest the king's party are defeated, and King 
Hart himself being injured by an arrow, is handed 
■over to Dame Beauty to have Ids wound dressed, but 
'the more she tries to cure it the worse it becomes. 
Many of the king's 3ubjeots are taken prisoners and 
confined in dungeons. Kin g Hart ia also imprisoned in 
a grated chamber, near the donjon, where he listens 
to the mirth that proceeds from the halls of the Queen. 
By means of Dame Pity, who at this juncture 
treacherously deserts Dame Pleasance, King Hait 
.and his retainers are set free, and now take posses- 
don of the palace, making Dame Pleasance herself a 
loner. The Queen, after an interview with King 
Hart, finds that he is deeply smitten with her charms, 
and the first canto ends with their espousals and 
marriage feast. 

The second canto begins with a striking description 
of Age, in the form of an " auldgude man," coming t<> 

le castle and seeking admittance. When the news of 
arrival is carried to the king by Wantonness, tlie 

• Went. I tkott. Worthies, p. 146. 



CXlii ACCOUNT OF THE WRITINGS OF 

king is grieved, but is still more so when he finds that 
Youthhead, Disport, and Fresh Delight desert him. 
Conscience then arrives, and breaks in without question 
or resistance. Sadness also intrudes, and whispers 
something in the king's ear. Dame Pleasance now loses 
all patience, and, whilst her royal husband is asleep, 
collects her train and deserts him. Wisdom and 
Beason now counsel the king to return to his own 
castle, where he finds but little comfort. Languor 
welcomes him at the gate. Strength creeps out 
at a postern ; and, as he departs. Decrepitude, with a 
hideous host, is seen coming over the moor. They 
carry the castle by storm, and mortally wound the 
king, who prepares for death, and makes his last will 
and testament. To Queen Pleasance he bequeathes his 
palfrey Unsteadfastness ; to Gluttony his " meikle 
wamb '' and diseased liver ; to Rere-Supper (or a 
second supper) he leaves his worn-out stomach; to 
Chastity his conscience, to be scoured from the rust 
which had long clogged it ; to Freedom his thread- 
bare coat ; to Foolhardness his broken brow ; and 
to Dame Danger a spear which had lost the head. 

Like the Palace of Honour, King Hart is a work 
which in its execution is quite original. In it, however, 
may be traced some ideas which show that Douglas was 
familiar with Piers the Plowman, the famous poem 
of John Langland, written more than a century before. 
In Passus ix. of that poem, Lady Anima is enclosed 
in a castle, with Do-well, Do-bet, and Do-best as her 
keepers. Inwit or Conscience is the seneschal of the 
castle, whose sons, corresponding to the five senses of 
Douglas, are appointed to guard Lady Anima, — • 
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w "Work-well and Go-well, 8ee-well, Say-weil, and Hear- 
r-weU, The castle is afterwards explained as Caro, or 
■ the body; Lady Auima as Life, and dwelling in thp 
J heart of man. Various other allegorical characters, 
I similar to those mentioned in King Hart, are to be 
1 found in the twenty divisions of Langland's long poem. 



Of the poem called ComcieiKe, which, in the pre- 
sent volume, follows King Hart, there ia Httle to be 
said. The original is also preserved in the Maitland 
Manuscript, and is written on folios 192 and 193. 
Lit is an invective against the growing desire of 
Ichnrchmen for wealth. As occasionally Douglas has 
Kthown in his ideas similarity to those in the poem 
Bof Piers Plowman, it seems not improbable that he 
I may have been familiar with the account given in 
l.that poem (B. xx. 519), of an angel proclaiming woe 
pto the Church, on its receiving Constantine's gift of 



This poem was probably the means of another 
I piece of the same Mnd being written, which is still 
§extant, the author of which is however unknown. It 
is as follows : — 

ON CONSCIENCE- 
Qnhen doctouris preichit to win the joy etemall, 

Vnto the hevin eftir our Lordis asseuae, 
Thfty cansit j'uatioe, but bud or favour cftniall, 

Thay cauait be pvniat iieschly vyle oSenee, 

Gaif benyiice to Clerkia of CoDscieuce ; 

• BannatjQo M3., tol. 80 b, rtnd Ramsiy'a EvoiTrr-^en. L 159. 
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And sa the Feind had sic invy thairon, 
Gart ficraip away of CoDscience the Con, 
And sa behind wee levit bot Science. 

Than wer all Clerkis for Sciens promovit, 

And thay that wald to study maist apply ; 
Bot yit the Feind at Sciens was commovit, 

Gart scraip away of Sciens the Sci ; 

And sa levit Ens be his fals slie invy, 
Qohilk sold be for gold or geir exponit, 
Quhairby benefice ar now of dayis disponit, 

But Sciens or Consciens for to sell and by. 

soveraine Lord I and most excellant King, 
Gar put the Con and Sci agane till Ens, 

And rewU thy realm with justice in thy ring ; 
Gife benefice to Clerkis of Consciens, 
Of wisdom and honour to stand at thy defens ; 

Se in thy court that Consciens ay be clene, 

For corruptioun befoir thy dayis hes bene 
Aganis justice, with vthir grit offens. 



The most remarkable of the works of Bishop 
Douglas is unquestionably his Translation of the ^neid 
of Virgil, which he began in 1512, and finished 
according to his own statement 

' Apon the fest of Marie Magdalene,^ 

the 22d of July 1513, so that it was a task of 
only eighteen months, during two of which he 
was unable from business to proceed with his 
labours. 

It was at the request of his cousin Henry, Lord 
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I Sinclair, that Douglais undertook this work. At the 
' end of the traDaiation there is a poetical address to 
Mb Lordship, iu which he is represented as a liberid 
and learne d patron of literature and science. When 
we consider the state of learning when Douglas wrote, 

■ &nd the shortness of the time which he took to finish 
this translation, it must be admitted that the effort 
was a great one, and tlie work is one of which Scot- 
land may always be proud. 

That Douglas should have selected Virgil as his 
favourite author is not surprising, as that poet was 

■ the most popular of all the classical writers. The 
works of Virgil passed through ninety editions before 
the year 1500, and in the time of Douglas they were 
the delight of young and old. The characteristic of 
the .^neid is a sustaitied loftiness — a great subject 
adequately conceived by a great mind, and unfolded 
in language of the utmost elegance. The translation of 
Douglas, on the other hand, is written more in a homely 
and familiar style, and has that diffuseness which is 
characteristic of all the early poets of our country. 
"~y Its author had it in view to make hia favourite classic 
easily understood by his countrymen ; and in this 
way he has loaded his translation with expletives, 
I sometimes far beyond what are necessary. In 
Koue or two instances, he has muderuiKed the ideas 
■ of Virgil. For example, he describes the Sibyl 
1 a nun, and makes her admonish .^neas to 
ttount his beads. To suit the exigencies of his 
; besides, be has iu many places altered proper 
as in such a way as to render them hardly 
recognisable. 
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Jj^ .'.'■»..'./ .--r.'i.iric* -".rj thi.i >:ririoi.sm very only diat, 
:,\ '.r.^. v%-w»*-/'v* wKiiih drfiart moat wi.it*Ly fr»>ni. the 
"jrx.-.ii f >■.'■.::;: Art Haa not b*^Q niial^i Hy his igno- 
?!»:«*>, ■■/ 'i*.A A»'*if3At'':, Vjiit ViV hi.s aiih»*rt*noe to the 
c/i? viwr.i*^ OT-'T'.Aiftrit iri hi-> own time. The learned 
i-u*&-:.rrkAri *i.vi ^r^.e^ that, from carefiil obserratioa 
^JHWjk ^k'.W in ^xpUinin;: many wonis thnxighoat his 
w^A^, r>r%n;4l«r.ioTk, h«; •ihow.'i '' how great a master he 
liaiik tjfwn 0^ nhft I^ein ton;riie." 

TLft •tfcjw^^ V#Toiight against Douglas by Janius is 
jKit 4«ftrr**'i, fr,T in only one or two instances can he 
reiilly ^^ V^Ume^ for jKi?iitive mistranslations, and 
art UfA. ATich an -jeriously to detract from the 
ito '/f biA work.t Junius certainly appears to 
bare fftudie^l bouglart' Translation very carefully, 
and left in MS. a glossary of its obsolete words 
iriikh still exista among his books bequeathed to 

• lib of Sir W. Dogdale, by W. Hamper, p. 383. 
^ OM flf thflw mwmml a t ioM may be noticed at p. 22 of voL 
tlw word "Tiwim," in ^n. vi L 205, U rendered 
• «• ikWf" ™ pl«ee of «* the mistletoe," which Virgil there 
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(he Bodleian Library. It was consulted by Euddi- 
man, who informs us that in it " many of the hardest 
words are whoLy omitted : he has mistaken thi- 
meaning of others, and very rarely gives the original 

While to Douglaa belongs the honour of being the 
ithor of the first metrical translation of a Classical 
'iter in Britain, he was soon followed by others, in 
lulation of his success. One of these was the Earl 
Surrey, the great improver of the English language 
Chaucer, and the earliest writer of English blank 
. The Earl translated the second and fourth 
Books of Virgil, and this work seems to have been 
suggested by the prior version of Douglas, as he 
frequently copies it. This is particularly observable 
in the second Book, where many lines are adopted 
with hardly any alteration. The following passage in 
Douglas may be compared with the corresponding 
passage in Surrey, and is only one out of many which 
are given by Dr. Nott as establishing the fact of the 
Earl's indebtedness to his Scottish predecessor. (■ 

DOUGLAS. 

The Greikis chiftanes, irkit of the weir, 
By post or than sa oiony laDgsum yp.ir, 
Aud oft rebutit by tataile deatany. 
Ane huige hors, lite ane greit hiU. in liy 
Craftelie thai wrocht in wirscliip of PiUlaij, 

SUnitET. 
The Greeks' chieftana all irked with the war 
Wherein they wasted had so many years, 
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And oft repulsed by fatal destiny, 

A huge horse made, high raised like a hill 

By the divine science of Minerva. 

Besides many passages shewing considerable de- 
scriptive power, there may be instanced, as specimens 
of the felicity of Douglas in his version of Virgil, 
those detailing the destruction of the Palace of Priam 
and the death of that king in the second Book ; the 
complaint of Queen Dido, and the account of her 
death in the fourth Book ; the spirited account of the 
funeral games in the fifth Book ; and the passage 
in the sixth Book where ^neas and the Sibyl arrive 
in the Elysian fields. 

For a specimen of diffuseness, the following trans- 
lation of the line -^n. v. 429 may be taken : — 

^* Immiscentque manos manibus, pugnamque lacessunt/^ 

Now, hand to hand, the dintis Hchtis with a swak ; 
Now bendis he wp his burdoun with a mynt, 
On syde he bradis for till eschew the dint ; 
He etlis yondir his avantage to tak, 
He metis him thar, and charris him with a chak ; 
He watis to spy, and smytis in all his mycht. 
The todir keppis hym on his burdoun wycht ; 
Thai foyne at vthir, and eggis to bargane.* 

In concluding his translation, Douglas intimates 
his belief in the perpetuity of his fame, and takes 
farewell of his poetical studies : — 

Thus vp my pen and instrumentis full yoyr 
On Virgillis post I fix for evirmore, 
>levir, from thens, syk materis to discryve ; 
My muse sal now be cleyn contemplatyve.+ 
* Works, ii., p. 249. t Vol. iv. p. 223. 
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^ The following lines by Sir Walter Scott, may 
fitly close tliis short notice of Douglas' hest known 



I 



" A bishop by the altar Etood, 
A noble lord of Douglas blood, 
With mitre sheen and rocquet white ; 
Yet show'd his meek and tboughtful eye 
But little pride of prelacy ; 
Mare pleased that, in a barbarous age, 
He gave rude Scotland Virgil's page. 
Than that beneath his role he held 
The bishopric ot fair Dunkeld."* 



lu the Prologues to the thirteen BookB of which 
Douglas' transiatioti of Virgil consists, w e find de scriiv 
tiyej|aMage!g,£4ual^i£jlfit8U£erior(Jo any which exist 
m jhp •"h"'" -°"g° "f. Scottish p oetry.^ The dreary" 
picture of winter in tlie seventh Prologue, the glow- 
ing description of May in the twelfth, and the beauties 
of an evening in June in the thirteenth, have justly 
attracted much attention, and show that their author 
was a man of accurate observation and original 
thought. His other prologues display a great know- 
ledge of human natiire, and contain pointed observa- 
tions on the manners and pursuits of mankind. 

The First Prologue narrates the story of his undertak- 
ing the translating of Vii^il. He extols the merits 
of that Poet, and laments his own unworthiness to 
follow so distinguished a guide. He attacks the 
celebrated William Caxton for publishing a transla- 
tion of a French book purporting to be a translation 
of Virgil. This work, by Guillaume de Koy, was 



* Marmion, Canto vi 
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described in the fifth Book of Virgil, exemplifies the 
[ amusementB that are suited to the tastes of different 
classes of men. 

The Sidh Prologue is adapted to the subject treated 
in the corresponding Book of the ^neid, which is the 
account of the visit of j^neas to Hades. The poem 
begins by an apostrophe to Phito, " Patron of the deip 
Acheron." The author then cautions his readers not 
to treat the subject of this book lightly, but to read it 
I more than twice. He gives a comparison of the 
\ Christian and Pagan religions, and an account of 
flie belief in Purgatory, the origin of which has been 
attributed to Virgil. He avows his strong belief in 
Christianity, and hia detestation of " fala goddia." 
As for Pluto, he " sail hym hunt of sty." 

The Seventh Prologue is a description of winter, 

and is one of the most picturesque of his poetical 

pieces. He describes the country as melancholy and 

dreaiy ; the trees destitute of foliage ; rivers io heavy 

flood, and the little rills, so sweet and quiet in 

summer, turned into torrents teariaig down their 

banks. The earth is now barren, hard, and unlovely, 

and the decay of nature begins to remind man of 

" wintry age and all subduing death." 

The following passage, from a version by Fawkes, 

I gives a modern aspect to a favourable specimen of 

I the beauties in the original : 

" Now reign'd tlie power of keen congeding trost, 
When all the beauty of the year is lost ; 
The brumal seaaon, bitter, cold, and pale, 
When short dull days and aounding storms pievail. 
The wild north wind, tf emendous from afar. 
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O'erwhelm'd imperial Neptune in his car, 

Their scatter'd honours from the forests tore, 

And dash'd the mad waves headlong on the shore. 

Fierce, foaming rivers, swell'd with torrents brown, 

Hurl'd all their banks precipitately down ; 

Loud roared the thunder of the raging floods, 

Loud as gaunt lions bellowing shake the woods. 

Th* unwieldy monsters which the deeps contain, 

Sought safety at the bottom of the main. 

Strife-stirring Mars, regressive in his sphere, 

Sustained the cold dominions of the year ; 

And black Orion dimmed the face of day, 

Leading the luckless mariner astray. 

Saturn, whose boding aspect, chill and wan. 

Frowns in dread vengeance on the race of man, 

Denouncing dearth, and desolating pest, 

Held high his course progressive in the east ; 

And blooming Hebe, Juno's daughter gay. 

Was ravished of her beautiful array. 

Incessant rains had drenched the floated ground, 

And douds overcast the firmament around : 

White shone the hiUs involved in silver snow. 

But brown and barren were the vales below : 

On firm foundations of eternal stone 

High rugged rocks in frosty splendor shone ; 

The hoary fields no vivid verdure wore. 

Frost warpt the world, and beauty was no more. 

Wide- wasting winds that chilled the dreary day, 

And seemed to threaten nature with decay. 

Reminded man, at every baleful breath, 

Of wintry age, and all-subduing death. *^ * 

While such is the state of matters out of doors, the 
Poet hurries to warm himself at the fire ; its cheerful 

* Original Poems and TranslatioiiB, p. 269. 
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blaze lights up his chamber, and casting his eyes 
around, he sees his Virgil lying on a desk, still far 
from completion. He then resolves to make up the 
delay, and resumes his work of translation — 
" Quhen frostia days our fret baytli fyrtli and fauld." 
The Eighth Prologne is one of the most remark- 
able of hia productions, from the excess of alliteration 
which he employs, and the antiquated words with 
which it is filled. It is thus one of the moat difficult 
of his poems to uuderstaud fully, or to read pleas- 
antly.* In it the author takes a cynical view of the 
world, and complains bitterly of the wrong-doing which 
is everywhere rampant. He describes himself falling 
asleep, and, in a dream, hearing a melancholy looking 
sage moralizing on tlie wickedness of the age. The 
Poet informs the sage that, while all mankind have 
their aims and foibles, his ambition is to see his task 
of translation finished. The sage hereupon gives him 
a roll in which many hidden mysteries are unfolded, 
but the Poet tells him plainly that he cannot under- 
stand them. The apparition then takes the Poet to 
a field where they find a hidden treasure. While 
beginning to pick up the hoard his vision ceased, and 
all the wealth disappeared so completely that — 
" I fand not in all that field, in faiti, a be bite." 
When he could make nothing of the treasure, he 
turned to translating the eighth Book of VirgiL 

' In ths copy of the Edition of Douglai' Virgil, publinhed iu 
1710, which belongod to the colebrated Home Tonke, now in 
poBsoBaion of tho Editor, so nianj words are marked M unintel- 
ligible that he apparently had mode but httte of this Prologne, and 
he has written on tho margin- " Alliteration witii a witneaa ! in 
this Prologue." 
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The JNinth Prologue, after praising virtue and 
honesty, shews that heroic verse is the poetry most 
suited to exalted subjects, and the language to be 
employed should be grave and sententious. The 
Poet illustrates this by the belongings of Knights and 
Nobles "of estait." He pays a well-merited com- 
plaint to the sustained elevation of VirgiFs " wark 
emperiall," and entreats his readers* pardon if his 
translation has not done justice to the original 

The TerUh Prologue is a religious poem in thirty- 
four stanzas. In it are shown the perfections of the 
Deity, in language of considerable elegance. The 
author then enunciates the mystery of the Trinity, 
and concludes by stating his firm belief in the Chris- 
tian religion, and that he himself will 

" Wolrship nother idoll, stok, nor elf," 

although he is constrained to describe scenes of this 
kind in Virgil. 

The Eleventh Prologue, of twenty-four stanzas, treats 
first of knightly chivalry, which should be founded 
on right and justice ; not seeking occasions of conten- 
tion, but, at the same time, possessing fortitude and 
courage. Spiritual chivalry is then described, which, 
it is enjoined, should not be a merely passive state, 
but christian knights ought to persevere in good 
works to the end of their days, and should strive to 
reach the land of promise 

" Hecht till Abraham and his seyd." 

The Twelfth Prologue— 

" Where splendid Douglas paints the blooming May," 
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is certainly the finest effort of Me muse, and his 
description of country life and scenes, here given, is 
not surpassed by any other Scottish Poet. Its first 
editor, in 1553, characterises it as "ane singular 
lernit Proloug," and from that time to the present 
it has met with the highest encomiums. In 1752, an 
elegant English version was published by Francis 
Fawkes,* and in the same year one was printed in 
the Scots Magazine by Jerome Stone, Schoolmaster 
of Dunkeld.f We quote once more a passage from 
the version of Fawkes, as a specimen of the beauties 
in the original : — 

*' All gentle hearts coDtesa the quietening Bpring, 
For May invigorates every living thing, 
Hark ! how the merry minstrels of the grove 
Devote the du,y to melody and love ; 
The ouzle shrill, that haunts the thorny dale, 
The mellow thrush, the love-lorn nightingale, 
Their little breasts with emulation swell. 
And sweetly strive Id singing to excel). 
In the thick forest feeds the cooing dove ; 
The starling whistles various notes of love ; 
The sparrow chirps, the cletted walls among : 
To the sweet wUdness of the linnefi song, 
To the harsh cuckoo, and the twittering quail 
Resounds the' wood, the river, and the vale ; 
And tender twigs, all trembling on the trees, 
Dance to the murmuiing music of the bees. 
Upepring the airy larks, shrill-voieed and loud. 
And breathe their tnatios from a morning cloud, 

• A description of May. From Gawin Douglas, Bishop of 
Ihinkeld. B; Prancia Fawkes, A.M. It is ahio to be found in his 
I Original Poems and tranalationB, 1761, p. 225. 
t Scot* MBgazine, 1755, p. 291. 
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To greet glad Nature, and the God of day, 
And flowery Venus, blooming queen of May ; 
The songs of praise their tuneful breasts employ. 
Charm every ear, and wrap the soul in joy. 
Thus sung the sweet musicians on the spray : 

Welcome, thou Lord of light, and lamp of day ; 
Welcome to tender herbs, and myrtle bowers, 
Welcome to plants, and odour-breathing flowers ; 
Welcome to every root upon the plain, 
Welcome to gardens, and the golden grain ; 
Welcome to birds that build upon the breere. 
Welcome, great Lord and Ruler of the year ; 
Welcome, thou source of universal good, 
Of buds to boughs, and beauty to the wood ; 
Welcome, bright Phoebus, whose prolific power 
In every meadow spreads out every flower ; 
Where-e'er thy beams in mild effulgence play, 
Kind Nature smiles, and all the world is gay." 

The Thirteenth Prologue is descriptive of summer 
and the "joyous moneth tyme of June." The poet, 
in a calm evening, enters a garden, and seats himself 
under a green laurel. Whilst engaged in studying 
the stars he falls asleep, when an aged man appears 
to him, crowned with bay leaves — 

..." that was als stem of speche 

As he had been ane medysyner or lech." 

He informs the Poet that he is Maphaeus Vegius, and 
requests him to translate his supplement to Virgil. 
The Poet then represents that, as he had finished Virgil, 
he thought he had given sufficient time to unprofi- 
table studies, and reminds Maphaeus of St. Jerome, 
who was — 

" Dung and beft intill hys sleip 
For he to gentilis bukis gaif sik keip." 
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MaphaeUB then informs him that he cannot be ex- 

cufied ; tliat he must translate his book, or he would 

suffer for it. With his club Maphaeus then 

"Twenty rowtis upon my rigging laid." 

I after which the Poet promises obedience. He then 

I awakeE from his dream, and states his anxiety to fulfil 

I the promise made in his sleep to Maphaeus. 



s poetical works, Bishop Douglas is said 
to have written others on historical subjects, to which 
the title of " Aurese Narrationes " was given, but they 
are not known to exist. Bishop Sage was of opinion 
that these " Narrations " were referred to by Douglas 
himself in an address to Lord Sinclair, concluding 
his Virgil : 

" I bave alsso a schort comment compild 
To expon strange historeis and termes wild." " 
Tiie comment thus referred to, however, consists 
merely of explanations of words and passages in 
1 Virgil, which Douglas had begun but did not finish. 
I These were written by him on the margin of the 
Cambridge Manuscript, and extend no further than 
to the end of the first Book of the .<Eneid. They 
are printed at the conclusion of vol. ii. of this edition 
)f his works. 

The historical views of Douglas may be in part 
gleaned from the following notes which he fiimished 
to the writer of English history, Polydore Vergil. 

Vergil was a native of Urbijio in Italy, and in InOl 
was appointed collector of the tribute known as Peter- 

• Vol. iF. p. 228. 
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Pence, payable in England to the Pope. He was after- 
wards nominated to the Archdeaconry of Wells. In 
1509 he was so anxious to obtain information about 
Scottish history, that he wrote directly to King 
James IV., stating that he knew no trustworthy work 
on the subject, and desiring to be furnished with an 
authentic list of the Kings of Scotland, that he might 
put them in their proper order in his history.* 

As already related, Vergil was on terms of famili- 
arity with the persons most eminent for rank and 
learning at the Court of Henry VIH. ; and when 
Douglas was living as an exUe in England in 1522, 
Vergil made his acquaintance. In the previous year 
the History of Scotland was published by John 
Major; and as that author in his work treats the 
well-known story of Gathelus and Scota as a fable, 
Douglas agreed to furnish Vergil with some notes 
relative to the subject, which were duly inserted by 
Vei^ in his History of England, which appeared in 
1534, and was dedicated to King Henry VHL The 
notes of Douglas introduced by Vergil were to the 
following effect : — 

'* Crathelos, the scmne of Nealos, king of the Atheniena, 
flienge from the harde servage of his &ther, departed into 
.£gipte to aid Pharao against the ^thiopiaiis, unto whome 
Moeea was sente from Godde, with the which boiefit the 
JBgiptian kinge bdnge stirred, gare his daughter named 
Soota in marriage to Gathelus, whoe forthewith serchinge 
new dweUinge places arrived in Spaine, and inhabited that 
oQSte which after him was called Portogallia, as who wookle 
saye the porte of Gathelus, tenninge his subjects Scotts, 
according to the name of the noble woman his wife, Scota. 

* ^pisL Bog, Scot L PL 139. 
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Thus bavinge issew and propagation of discent, three huD' 
dred yeare after, the Seotta beinge brought ii.to Irelond 
bie their kinge Simon Brechus, weare the heginnitiK of a 
I newe kingdom, and finallie, before the comminge of Chriate, 
I cftinnie into Albion. It followed consequentlie that the 
Pictes not long after camuie allao owte of Scithia iu to Al- 
bion, and that these two externa nations hod issewe of stetnme 
and encrease of kiagdom in that eoate of the Hood which ia 
now called Seotlonde, from which time thej allwaya man- 
tayned wairs with the Brittona, with the Romains, and 
JuliuB Ciesar especiallie, the Scottes remayntnge still invio- 
1 late, aa not disturbed from their degree. Finallie tliis was 
' therein written, that owlie theire Kinge Bewtheres having 
evel BUceeH at home in his troubles with the Brittons, didde 
once avojded his contrie and fledde into Iralonde ; and tliat 
within a while, after hayeinge encreaaed hie power with 
Iiieshe menne, retowrned to his former possesaions ; and 
that in this beebalfe Beda was nott of sufficient persever- 
aimce, which calleth this retorue the firste comminge of 
the ScotteB in to Albion. All this was donne beefore the 
oomminge of Our Savior. 
I Ab soon as 1 hadde redde these thinges, accurdinge to 
I the olde proverbe, I seemed to aee the beare bringe foorthe 
I her younglingea. Afterwmde, when for recreation wee 
'mette together, as wee weare accustomed, this Gawine de- 
maunded mie opinion. I auuswered, that as towchinge 
there originall I wowlde not greatlie contende, seing that 
for the iDKmte parte all contries weare woonte to drawe the 
principles of there pedegree ether from the Goddes or froni 
heroicall nobles, to the ecde that they which afterwards 
beinge not easie of beeleefe minded to skanne and derive 
theim, when they ahowlde hardlie tiiid euie thinge of more 
certeintee, they showld rather bee constreyned t« beeleve 
it firmelie then euie tarder to labour vainelie. But to bee 
shorte, this iu noe wiae kanne agree that the Scottes and 
Fictus, two mightiu pwple, aliowlde soe longo itigne in the 
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Ilond, showlde performe so manie battailes, showlde so 
often foyle the Britons and Romains, moleste them, and 
vanquisshe them, and yet noe antique or grave writer once 
make rehersall of theim; especiallie seeing that Caesar, 
Tacitos, Ptolome, and Plinie (levinge to reherse the others) 
doe eche wheare in there histories make mention of the 
people named Trinobantes, Cenigmani, Segontiaci, An- 
calites, Bibroci, Brigantes, Silures, Iceni, Ordolucse, Yico- 
magi, Elgonae, with the other contries of Brittaine; but 
of the Scottes and Pictes not a woorde, bie cause as yeat 
they weare not in this region, which forsothe is to bee 
thoughte the verie cause whie late writers have soe slacklie 
used the memoriall of theim. Wherefore I towlde him, 
even as frindlie as trewlie, that as conceminge the Scottes 
and Pictes beefore there comminge into Brittaine (which 
Bedas in his time hadd well assigned), it showlde not bee 
lawful for me to intermeddell, bie reason of the prescrit 
which is incident to an historien, which is that hee showld 
nether abhorre the discooveringe of falsehoode, nether in 
anie case alowe the undermininge of veritee, nether to 
gyve suspition of favor nor yeat of envy. 

This Gawine, noe doubte a sincere manne, didd the lesse 
dissent from this sentence, in that it plainelie appeared to 
him that reason and trewthe herin well agreaed, so easlie 
is trewthe allwaise di&colowred from feyned phansies.^' * 

Although Douglas did not agree with the his- 
torical views of Major, that author in 1516 dedicated 
to him and Robert Cockburn, Bishop of Eoss, his 
Commentary on the Fourth Book of Sentences of 
Peter Lombard. Prefixed to his previous work on 
the First and Second Books of the same Commen- 

* P. Vergil's English History (Camden Soc), vol i. p. 106. 




r-tarics,* Major iuserta a dialogue of wliieli the titif 
is as follows :—" Dialogus de materia theologo trac- 
tanda. Dialogus inter duos famatoB viros M> Gauui- 
nium Douglaseiura virum Don minus eruditum quam 
nobilem, Ecclesi» Beati jiigidii Edinburgensis Prie- 
fectum, et Magistrum Dav. Cranstonum in Sacra 
Theosophia Baccaiaureum, optima meritum." " This 
dialogue," says the Rev. Mr, Lorimer, " is very 
curiouB, and throws some valuable light upon the 
tlieological spirit of Gavin Douglas, who appears 
from it to have beeo no admirer of the scholastic 
method of tlieologizing. He is introduced as saying 
that he could not see what advantage theology could 
derive from so many frivolous positions and subtle- 
ties, which could give no entrance into the science, 
but only mystified and darkened it. He quotes 
jEneas Sylvius, who had been bold enough to say 
that the works of Aristotle would perish some day by 
the hand of all-deetroying time ; and he thinks that 
his friend Major would be better employed in preach- 
ing than writing commentaries on the Senteucei^. 
He complains of the multitude of such books. Many 
were beginning to speak against that whole manner 
of treating the topics of theology. It was absunl to 
have more regard to the authority of Aristotle on 

Major and DouKlaa flppearH from the following Bitroot from the 
Kegiater of the Scottish Privy Seal (iv. fol. 41) :-"PreBaDtaoio 
dirocta Epidcopo Candide Case et Capetle Kegie pro fjoL1aoicj;ie 
hahenda Mo^^ro JohonDi Meu-o in thoalogia doctore ^uper 
ThBaaunkHo dicte ('apelle B^gio nunc vacante per deuefleiiin 
<luondBin Doinint Johannia Crauturd, ad preBeatacioiiem Ri^pi 
speotante, etc. Apud Ed'- ilticQO DecembriB, anno V ix°, ut 
regni Rugia iiij°. Gratis Mogistra Gawino Dowf^Iace," 
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such subjects than to the doctors of the Church ; he 
therefore wished much that Major would abandon 
such studies, and return to his native country, to 
cultivate the vineyard of the Lord, and by preaching 
to scatter far and wide that evangelical seed from which 
the souls of the faithful would reap the best fruits." * 
According to Dempster,! Douglas also wrote some 
dramatic poems founded on incidents in sacred 
history, which he designates, " Comoediae aliquot 
sacrae," but these are not known to exist.} 

One of the peculiarities of the works of Bishop 
Douglas, is their philological value. So far back as 
the year 1638, Lisle, the Anglo-Saxon scholar, states, 
in the preface to his " Ancient Monuments of the 
Saxon tongue," that he improved more in the know- 
ledge of Saxon by the perusal of G. Douglas' Virgil 
than by that of all the old English he could find, poetry, 
or prose, because it was nearer the Saxon and further 
from the Norman. § In 1710, Euddiman published 

* Precursors of Knox, p. 229. t Hist. Eccl. Gent. Scot. p. 221. 

X The Rev. Mr. Scott, one of the biographers of Douglas, was 
of opinion that to him might be attributed the authorship of " The 
Flowers of the Forest," one of the finest of the Scottish songs, as 
it describes the disasters of the Scots at the battle of Flodden, in 
which Douglas lost several of his relations. It is however ad- 
mitted, that although the tune and two detached verses are 
ancient, the rest was composed by Miss Jane Elliot, a lady be- 
longing to the county of Roxburgh. 

§ *' At length," he says, " I lighted on Virgil, Scotished by the 
Beuerend Gawin Dowglas, Bishop of Dunkell, and vncle to the Earle 
of Angus ; the best translation of that Poet that euer I read. And 
though I found that dialect more hard than any of the former (as 
neerer the Saxon, because farther from the Norman), yet with 
helpe of the Latine, I made shift to vnderstand it, and read the 
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glossary of the worils iu the same work, which 
an era in Scottish philology, and was the founda- 
I of the elaborate Dictionary of the Scottish 
afterwards published by the Rev. Dr. 
Jamieson. 

The origin of the literary language of Scotland has 

long been a subject of interesting inquiry among 

Scottish philologers, and various theories have been 

promulgated as to its independent origin, which are 

now no longer tenable. It is unnecessary to enter into 

these on the present occasion, but it may be remarkeil 

lat there is every reason to believe that the broad 

:on dialect, derived from the Teutonic invaders of 

Britain, was at one time general from London to the 

Forth, and northwards on the Eastern coast as far as 

Aberdeen. 

Thevenerablefather of English typography, William 

ion, writing at London In 1496, teUs us in the 

face to his " Buke of Eiieydos," so much maligned 

Douglas, that, to make himself intelHgible to 

comyn people," he had to " vse old and homely 

," and to pi'ovide himself with a stock of these 

Ibe took up a book written in " olde Englysshe," when 

found that " certynlye it was more iyke to Dutsclie*'' 

lan Englishe." This statement of Caxton is inte- 

iting as showing the change that had, ere his time, 

oolta more thon onoo from the beginning to the end. Wharby [ 
eontosao I got more knowledge of that I mught, Ihiin bj anj 
t ttie other. For bs at the Sajion umaaion, many of the Britans, 
it the Norman many of the Saxons Bed into Seotland, prBserniug 
t Kealme unoonquorod, as the Une RojoU, so also tho 
3, better tban the Inhabitants here, mder conqneroi'a law 
«me, were able." — J'lt/ace, p. 18. 
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come over the language in the South of England, 
owing to Anglo-Norman and other influences. In the 
ancient Kingdom of Northumbria, which stretched 
from the Humber to the Firth of Forth, the language 
remained more pure, and resisted that propensity to 
change which more or less affects all living languages. 
It was in the dialect common to this extensive dis- 
trict that nearly all the English metrical romances of 
mediaeval times are written, and with it the language 
of the earlier Scottish Poets, Barbour and Wynton, 
is almost identical. " Did we not know the age of 
G. Douglas," says Sir Walter Scott, "we should 
certainly esteem his language older than that of 
Chaucer, when in fact it is nearly two centuries later." 
" This observation," remarks George Chalmers, " is 
equally true of Dunbar and Lindsay, and this fact is 
amply sufficient to preclude a late theory that the 
•Scottish poets took the lead in improvement, leaving 
Grower, Chaucer, and Lydgate far behind." * 

In his account of the dialect of the southern coun- 
ties of Scotland (p. 51), Mr J. A. H. Murray observes, 
" after the final establishment of Scotland as a distinct 
nationality, and much more after the decline and 
extinction of the * langage of the Northin lede ' in 
England, the written language of Scotland became 
more and more conformed to that type of the north- 
em speech which was spoken on the shores of the 
Forth, in Edinburgh, Linlithgow, Stirling, Dunferm- 
line, and St Andrews, the centre of political and 
ecclesiastical government and of the education as well 
as the commerce of the kingdom ; and, as a conse- 

* Int. to Works of Sir D. Lyndsay, vol. i., p. 146. 
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quence, it came more anil more to assume character- 
istics of its own, distinct from the old northern 
tongue which had been common to southern Scotland 
and northern England.'' 

Douglas was the first native writer who applied 
the name of " Scottis " to the language he employed, 
and he informs us that he had to the best of hia 
ability " written in the langage of Scottis nation ; " 
but, while he used the broad and widely-spread dialect 
common at an early period to the north of England 
and southern Scotland, hia works present certain 
peculiariliea, which may be easily explained. lu his 
preface to Vii^l, he complains of the rude simplicity 
of the language of hia country, which he found un- 
suited for the work of translation. He accordingly, 
in his version of Virgil, iloes not scruple to Scotticise 
a Latin word, while in his earlier poems, the use of 
words derived from this language is easily observ- 
able ; a fault that t«nd8 to give an air of affecta- 
tion to writings where they are freely introduced. 
Words such as amene-, condid, degest, defundavd, 
dtpured, famtttd, venust, and many others of the same 
kind, never obtained currency, and cannot be said to 
have enriched the language. Besides, the familiarity 
of Douglas with French hus led him to introduce 
many espressions &om that language, as a cursory 
glance at the glossary of the present edition will 
sufficiently prove. Words such as aUhjement, arraee, 
balein, barbare, eahule, dedeinyie, gloir, mobiiis, or- 
Inge, poan, scriptwe (a writing case, iscriploin), 
vttis (calves), hew schirris (fair sirs), are a few out 
of many which are freely employed by Douglas 
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in his works. His admiration for Chaucer, whom 
he sometimes closely imitates, appears to have in- 
duced Douglas to adopt some of the grammatical 
forms used by that poet, which are unusual with 
Scottish authors ; and the Rev. Mr. Skeat observes, 
that the poetry of Douglas is not to be regarded 
as pure Scottish, but as Scottish much affected by 
Anglicisms. This is the more surprising, as Douglas 
in his first prologue professes to be " kepand na 
Sodroun hot oure awin langage ; " and Mr. J. A. H. 
Murray remarks, that " not only does he use the y- 
prefix to the past participle (which the Northern dia 
lect had dropped before the 12th century) in y-beried, 
y-clepit, y-conquest, y-fetterit, y-forgit, y-lowpit, 
y-markit, y-sowpit, y-womplit, y-wymplit, y-drad, 
y-plet, y-bound, y-boundin, y-brokin, y-graveii, 
y-slain ; but he has even the pecvliarly Southern 
forms which retain the prefix and drop the termina- 
tions — ^y-baik, y-be, y-bore, y-clois, y-draw, y-schroude, 
y-get — for the Northern bak-en, be-en, bor-en, clos-it, 
draw-en, schroud-it, sett-en or sutt-en. Some of these 
forms were indeed more " Sodroun " than the literary 
English of his own day ; but all are Chaucerian, and 
show how deeply Douglas had drunk of him who was, 
more even than Virgil — 

In that art of eloquence the flude."* 

In concluding this short notice of the works of 
Bishop Gavin Douglas, the following tribute to his 
literary merits, by Sir David Lindsay of the Mounts 
may not unaptly be added as showing the respect in 
which he was held by his contemporaries : — 

• P. 47. 
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Allace ! for ane, quhilk lamp was in this land, i-' 
Of eloquence the flowand balmy strand, 
And in our Inglis rhetoric the rose ; 
As of rubies the Charbuncle bin chose ! 
And, as Phebus dois Cynthia presell, 
Sa Gawin Douglas Bischop of Dunkell, 
Had, quhen he was into this land on live, 
Abufe vulgar Poeitis prerogative, 
Baith in practick and speculatioun. 
I say na mair, gude reidaris may discriue, 
,His wourthj warkis in nomber ma than fine, 
And specialy the trew translatioon 
Of Yirgill, quhilk bin consolatioun 
To cunning men, to knaw his greit ingyne, 
\Als Weill in natural science as diuyne.''* 

* Complaynt of the Papmgo, n. 22-36. Here Lyndsay describes 
the writings of Douglas as being in " our InglU.** 




NOTICES OF THE MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINTED 
EDITIONS OF THE WORKS OF 
GAVIN DOUGLAS. 



Of the Palice of Honour, the earliest of the works ot 
Douglas, no manuscript is known to exist. The first 
edition was printed in London, by William Copland. 
It appeared without a date, and bears the following 
title : — 

The I Palis of | Honoure, compyled by [ Gawyne 
dowglas Bys- [ shope of Dunkyll. 

IT Imprinted at London in | flet stret, at the sygne 
of I the Rose garland by | wyllyam | Copland. 

C God saue Queue Marye. 

From the circumstance that this edition is of the 
same size, and has the same ornamentation on the 
title page as the edition of Douglas' Virgil, which 
this printer published in 1553, we may conclude that 
both issued from the press about the same time ; 
and copies of the two are sometimes bound in one 
volume. 

It is not paged, but consists of 39 folios. On 
folio 3, there is a spirited cut of the Eoyal Arms of 
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GawpcdoovgiasByi'- 
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f Imprinteiat London in 
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Sootland, which is given in facsimile at p. 6 of tliis 
volume. On the margins are a number of explaua- 
tory side notes, which are wanting in the Edinburgli 
edition, but are supplied in the present reprint, 

A list of the variations of this edition from the 
Edinburgh edition of 1679, was given in the reprint 
of the same edition, published by the Bannatyne 
Club in 1827; and will he found in the notes to 
the present volume. This London edition is verj' 
rare, and a copy at the Kosburghe sale brought the 
sum of twenty guineas. 

The Edinburgh Edition of 1579, has the following 
title :— 

^ Heir beginnis | ane treatise callit the Palice | 
of Honovr compylit j be M. Gawine Dowglas \ 
Bischop of ! Dunkeld. 

S**? Imprentit at Edin- | hurgh be lohne Eos | 
for Henrie Charteris. Anno 1579. 

Cvm privilegio regal i. 

In the address to " the Keidar " prefixed to this 
edition, it is stated that it is more correct than 
the one printed in London, and also than " the copyis 
net furth of auld amangis ouraelfia," of which latter all 
have now disappeared. Curiously enough, Mr. Laing 
recovered a few leaves of one of these editions, which 
he supposes to have been printed in Edinburgh, by 
Thomas Davidson, ahont or before the year 1640. 
These fragments, however, present no variations of 



The Edinburgh Edition is of greater rarity, i 
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more than two or three copies are known to exist, one 
of which is preserved in the Library of the University 
of Edinburgh, and another in that of the Faculty of 
Advocates. The copy in the University was pre- 
sented to his alma nuiter, by William Drummond of 
Hawthomden in 1 626. At the end there is a woodcut, 
a copy of which is given at page 82 of this volume. 

A reprint of this Edition, with the Prologues to 
Virgil, formed the second volume of a series of 
the works of the Scottish Poets, published in Perth, 
by R. Morrison & Son, in 1787. This edition is 
understood to have been edited by the Rev. James 
Scott, one of the ministers of Perth, who prefixed 
a life of the author, and some illustrative notes. 

A more correct reprint of the Edinburgh Edition 
was published by John Pinkerton in 1792. It 
appeared in the first volume of his " Scotish Poems 
reprinted from scarce editions.'* Pinkerton gives a 
few variations of the text from the London edition. 
These he puts at the foot of each page. To each of 
the Divisions of the Poem he prefixes an "Argument," 
or short synopsis of its contents in an imitation of 
the old Scottish language. These will be found in 
the notes to the present volume. From their being 
apparently in old Scottish, they have misled 
Lowndes and other bibliographers, who represent 
them as one of the peculiarities of the Edinburgh 
edition of 1579. 

A facsimile reprint was made of the Edinburgh 
edition, for the Bannatyne Club, in 1827, It was 
presented to the Club by Mr. John G. KinneaTi 
Prefixed to this beautiful volume, as above stated, 
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is a list of the variatioDS of the Edinhurgh from tlid 
London edition of 1553. 

The Poem of King Earl, and the verses on Cmir 
amiue, exist in the folio Maitland Manuscript, pre- 
served in the Pepyaian Library in Magdalen College, 
Cambridge. 

This MS., and another in quarto, were long pre- 
served by the family of the Scottish Poet, Sir 
Richard Maitland, and in these venerable volumes 
not only Maitland's Poems were engrossed, but 
several by Dunbar, and his contemporaries, It 
was supposed by Pinkerton that Sir Richard's great- 
grandson, the Duke of Lauderdale, had presented 
these MSS. to Samnel Pepys, Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty in the time of Charles II., who bequeathed 
his library, in 1703, to Magdalen College, Cam- 
bridge. The Lauderdale MSS. were, however, sold 
by auction at London in 1693, and the catalogue of 
them, reprinted by Mr Laing in vol ii. of the 
Banuatyne Miscellany, proves that they had been 
purchased by Pepys at that time. 

The folio MS. seems from various dates between 
1555 and 1585, to have been about thirty-three 
years in formation, and to have been written by 
various persons. It is much stained by sea water, 
and some leaves are injured at the lower corners. 
Most of the leaves were inlaid in the time of Pepys 
himself, by which means, various side-notes have 
been cut away, amongst these the notes to King 

;, with three exceptions. 
■ Pinkerton, in 1786, inchided "King Hart" in his 
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"Ancient Scotish Poems, never before in print : But 
now published from the MS. collections of Sir 
Eichard Maitland, of Lethington, Knight, Lord Privy- 
Seal of Scotland," * but he has in several instances 
misread the manuscript. He has however supplied 
several of its defects with considerable ingenuity. 
In the MS. these poems occur without any titles, 
nor has " King Hart " (which begins on fol. 226), any 
division into Cantos. This division was made by 
Pinkerton, who, in addition, prefixed to each Canto an 
^* Argument,'' or synopsis of its contents, in imitation 
of the old Scottish language. These will be found in 
the notes to the present volume. As in the case of 
"The Palice of Honour," they have proved some- 
what misleading. Mr. P. F. Tytler, in his account 
of the poem, describes Pinkerton's " Arguments," as 
" Douglas' nervous and condensed description of his 
own poem." t 

The verses on Conscience are written on folios 
192-193 of this MS. 

MSS. OF Virgil's ^neid. 

Of the Translation of the jEneid of Virgil, several 
excellent copies exist in Manuscript. Those at present 
best known, are as follow : — 

I, The Cambridge MS,, preserved in the Library 
of Trinity CoUege, Cambridge, (Gale's MSS. 3. 12). 

This MS. is a small folio, written about the year 
1525. It is in the original binding, and has the 
name, " John Danyelston, Rector of Dysart," written 
on the title. 

* 2 vols. sm. 8vo, Lond. 1786. 

t Lives of Scottish Worthies, vol. iii. p. 142. 
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Its heading is as follows : — 

" Heyr begynnys | the wark of Virgyll Prynce of 
Latyn Poetis | in his twelf bukis of Eneados | com- 
pilit and translatit furth of Latyn | in our Scottis 
Langage | by ane richt nobill and wirschipfull 
Clerk I Master Gawyn Dowglas | Provest of Sanct 
Gylys Kyrk in Edinburgh | and Person of Lyntoun 
in Louthiane | quhilk efbyr was Bischop of Dunkeld." 

The Colophon of the MS. at page 905, is as fol- 
lows : — 

" Heir endis the thretteyn and final Buke 

of Eneados, whilk is the first correck 

coppy nixt efter the Translatioun 

wryttin be Master Matho Geddes 

Scribe or Writar to the 

Translatar." 

Master Matho Geddes was the Bishop's Chaplain, 
and one of his executors, to whom the administra- 
tion of his affairs was granted at London in 1522. 
This MS. had apparently been carefully made, and 
seems to have been in the hands of Douglas him- 
self as it has several marginal glosses or notes in the 
Bishop's handwriting. They are printed at the end 
of voL ii. This MS. was printed by George Dundas, 
Esq., Advocate, afterwards Lord Manor, to be pre- 
sented to the Bannatyne Club in 1839. 

II. The MS. known as The Elphymtoun MS., from 
which the present Edition has been printed, is pre- 
served in the Library of the University of Edinburgh. 

It is a folio volume, consisting of 377 folios, 
written in a neat, legible hand, and in orthography it 



clxxiv NOTICES OF THE MANUSCRIPTS, ETC., 

is equal, if not superior to the Cambridge MS. That 
it is an early MS. is shown by the circumstance that 
at the bottom of the first page, the name, " W. Hay, 
1527," occurs. There are bound along with it, in the 
same volume, several poems by Sir D. Lyndsay, tran- 
scribed in 1566. 

It has the following inscription on a blank leaf : — 
" This bulk partenis to David Andersone, burges of 
Abirdene, be gift of Mr. Wm. Hay, Person of Turreff, 
1563." The volume was presented to the Library in 
1692, as appears from the following note : — " Liber 
Bibliothecse Edinburgense ex dono generosi Juvenis 
Joannis Aikman, filii Magistri Gulielmi [Aikman] 
a Caimie, causarum patroni, D. Gavini Douglasii, 
Castri Caledonii Episcopi, versio Scotica Aeneadum 
Virgilii, anno 1513 facta, unaque Dauidis Lindesii 
Equitis Aurati opuscula quaedam compacta." The 
MS. has no title or heading at the beginning, nor a 
colophon at the end. The name of the transcriber, 
**M. Joannes Elphynstoun," occurs on the last page. 

Elphinstoun seems to have found his task of tran- 
scription somewhat irksome. At the end of the 13th 
Book (p. 728), after writing. Explicit lAber decimus 
teriius Eneados, he adds. Quod Bocavdo et Baroco, — the 
names of the most difficult forms in Logic. Sir W. 
Hamilton remarks of Bocardo, ** that so intricate was 
this mood considered, that it was looked upon as a trap, 
into which, if you once got, it was no easy task to 
find an exit. During the middle ages it was the 
name given in Oxford to the Academic jail or mrcer 
— which still remains as a relic of the ancient logical 
glory of that venerable seminary." {Lectures, voL Hi,, 
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On the last leaf (p. 736), Elphinstoiin thus 
Opere Jinilo, sit /aits et gloria Christv, 
I fbllnwed by his initials &nd signature. 



in. The MS. known as J'/ie Ituthven MS., preserved 
in tlie Library of the University of Edinburgh. 

It is a folio volume, of 600 pages, neatly and dis- 
tinctly written, and may have been executed between 
1530 and 1540. At the top of the blank leaf fronting 
the title, is the signature of " W. Dns. Iluthven," 
who was afterwards raised to the peerage aa Earl of 
Gowrie, but was beheaded 3d May 1584. 



iDNS 



■^CT^ 



This MS., from the following inscription, was adiled 
, to the Library in the name of the graduates of iri43. 
" Ego donatus sum Academiie Edinburgense a Ma- 
I gisterio candidatis, A.D, 1643." 



rlxxvi NOTICKS OK TlIK MANUSCRIPTS, ETC., 

It roinnuMicoH an follows : — 

•• lifn^ iM'KynnyH tho Buke of Vergile | Conteiuuid 
ill tho H(>lf xiii. Bukin traiiHlatit | out of Latjne be 
Mw n'urrciHl | Fadt^r in (lod, Gawane Douglas, 
BiHchop I vtn(|uhile of Duiikeld/' 

It <'ii(U with the lines beginning " Off Maniua,^ 
etc., an given at the last page of the text of vol. iv. 
This MS. was used l)y Ruddiman for the edition of 
1710, who states in the Preface that "there are few 
of our amendments which are not owing to, or at least 
confirmed by an old and excellent MS. belonging to 
the Library of the College of Edinburgh, and on this 
occasion we acknowledge our obligations and return 
our most hearty thanks to that learned Society, and 
their Honourable Patrons the Lord Provost and other 
Magistrates of the City, who were pleased most 
courteously to allow us the use of that valuable MS. 
so long as it could be favourable to our design." 

IV. The Lambeth MS.^ preserved in Library of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth Palace. It 
is in excellent preservation, and is somewhat more 
modern than the preceding, having the date of 
transcription 1545-6. It commences as follows : — 

" Heir begynnys the prolong of Virgile, Prince of 
Latin poetry, in his tuelf buks of Eneados compilit 
and translatit furth of Latin in our Scottis language, 
by ane right nobill and worshipful Clerk, Maister 
Gawyn Douglass, Provost of Sanct Gyles Kirk in 
Edinburgh, and persoun of Lyntoun in Lauthian, 
quhilk eftir was By shop of Dunkeld, written Anno 
1545. 2o Februarii." 
On the last page the Colophon is as follows : 
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"Heir endia the Buk of Virgill writtin be the hand 
of Johanne Mudy, with Maister Thomas Bellenden, 
of AuchinouU, Justice-clerk, and endit the 2" 
Febniarij, anno m v'' xlv." 

It hears the signature of "Edmund Ashefeyld," as 
ts posBessor in 1596. The scribe seems to have 
begun to copy the " Comment," or the side-notes of 
the Cambridge MS., as the first two of them occur in 
their proper places on the margin. In toL ii. of this 
Edition, lines 13 to IC of p. 47 occur in this MS. as a 
side-note, in place of being put in the text, as they 
are found in the Elphtnatoun MS. 

''. The Bath MS. is preserved in the library of the 
( Marquis of Bath, at Longleate, Wilts. Its colophon, 
[ as follows, has the date 1547 ; — 

" Heir endis the buke of Virgil, Prince of Latin 
I Poetis, in hia tuelf BuMs of Eneadoa translatit furth 
[ of Latyne in our Scottish language be ane rycht 
I nobil and worshipful clerk, Master Gawane Dowglas, 
[ Provest of Sanct Gelis Kirk in Edinburgh, and Person 
I of Lynton in Louthian, quliiik eftir was Bischop of 
I Dunkeld ; and als endis the xiii Buke translatit as 
[ Baid is, with the Prolougis therof, written be me, 
I Henry Aytoun, Notare publick, and endit the twenty- 
I twa day of Nouember, the Jeir of God mv= fourty- 
I Mvin jeiris," 

This MS. seems to have been partially collated 
L with the first printed edition of 1553 by Urry, the 
[ editor of Chaucer, for the edition by Enddiman, 
I which api>eareil iii 1710. 
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Printed Editions. 

The first Edition of the TranBlation of Virgil was 
published in London in 1553. It bears the following 
title : — 

"The I xiii BukeB of Enesdos of I the fiunose Poete 
VirgUl, j Tranalatet out of Latyne ] Verses into 
Scottish Me- | tir, bi the EeuerendFa- [ ther in God, 
May- I ster Gawin Douglas [ Bishop of Dunkel and | 
vnkil to the Erie | of Angus. Eueiy | buke hauing 
hys I perticular [ Prologe. 

^ Imprinted at Londo 1553." 

This edition, in 4to, is printed in black letter, and 
contains 381 folios. It is remarkable for the inac- 
curacy of its text. There is no mention of the 
printer's name, nor of the source from which it is 
taken, but it was from the press of William Copland. 

Having been printed thirty-three years after the 
death of the author, it varies much from the manu- 
script copies which eicist. There are no means of 
knowing for certain who edited the book, but it is 
probable that it was Copland himself who performed 
this duty. William Copland, the younger brother 
probably of Bohert Copknd, was one of the original 
members of the Stationers' Company of London, and 
published various books of a religious character, along 
with poems and romances. The first issue from his 
press, in 1548, was a work by Henry Forth, on the 
Lord's Supper ; bis next publication, the same year, 
was a translation from Zwinglius, entitled, — "A 
detection of the blasphemies and errours of them 



lat Bay tliey offer vp the bodje of Christ in their 

e anti-Roman Catholic feeling shewn by the pub- 

DatioD of these works is also exhibited in the edition 

(f Virgil. In the Prologues, wherever Douglas allndes 

f ^p the Virgin Mary, to Purgatory, and to some Roman 

l.^tholic ceremonies, the pasaages are either com.- 

iJetely altered, or entirely omitted. The two fol- 

e; examples, which occur in the first Prologue, 

y be given : — ■ 

Douglas, 

Throw prwer of thi Moder, quene of blis. 

Ed. 1553. 

I Throu Christ thy sone bring ns to hewynly blys. 
Douglas. 

In Clirist is all my traist and hewynnia Quene. 
Thott Virgyne modir and madyne be my muse. 

Ed. 1553. 
In Christ I trest, borne of the virgine quene. 
Thou saluiour of mankind be mye muse. 
The other instances will be found in the Notes to 
Tols. ii., iii., and iv. of this edition. 

As shewing still further the liberties taken by Cop- 
land, he, from motives of delicacy, omits the account 
of the adventure of Dido and jEneas in the fourth 
book of Virgil, — a passage extending to no less than 
E 66 lines. At the end of the sixth book tliere is a 
I note inserted by Copland, descriptive of the general 
I '<ibaracteriBtica of the preceding books of the Sjieid, 
I tiad of the virtues of ^neas, as he is subsequently 



'^k/rsc^ if zsR MA^c^'iupiSs. nc. 



tst'yitL'x^K. T!^ ii'tt. xTLra -s ?rju:«?ii"«jo a separate 
vttk. ^^^-'SB^ '^' ^^'^ >^^ idx:nrv*i:i caoeelled, as it is 
~tvHt»au^ T-onu Toaciu; Ji 'm *:i}pi!i» extant of this 
jyiTT ^uc^o- ^^^ 7w«?c:im jixitKs* zo Loid Sinclair, 
^ .Uk' :mL >( '^uv iDrk. 'J^ lisu wiiojdiig in the B. L. 
.•«4in«.'fL -^ ?«fTv^ it luamc siitMiitJCes hare been 
sunMic^ y^ - -'P»an*^ ▼iucii in; prea in the present 

ji ; ^'jt^ :iit -w^^il-^uwTi 5iUo edition^ by Thomas 
Xautiimaa* »i :atr "Trutsiacoa Jt idie .Sneid appeared. 
It ^v-^rs Jir "i'iiu»*"'Jijr :iiie : — 

• V-nri^ ^?at?!Sv :rui:»uicxii in^ Scottish Terse by 
50*. "innvus-'-^^'ji r*'iuda&. Bxsibjp of DonkekL A new 
tMicii^o. Witr*r»ii tilt? niiay «ror5 o( the former are 
cvrr^-txni. ^oi :iie is^cvn:*:;^ iuno&d from an excellent 
msutu^jcr.^c Tj 4raii:a :2^ Midtfd a large glossary, 
exptiumn^ :ae ijficult w^jrisx which may serve for 
s viicttTi^itsury ^^ tht^ Ad <%:va2^ Luigoage. And to 
ihsf whotif ijt pf**dx»fii in ex3(L'C iccoant of the Author's 
liJfe dujta WncinjjTk fr^jtn :iie biest histories and records. 
KdittbiJLr^ : Pruxctii by >Ir Andrew Symson and Mr 
Kk>b<rt FrwfettirtL iiid sold ;iC cheir sh<^)6. mdccx." 

S<>m^ itiCi^rwtin^ ^xirticttLirs may be gleaned of the 
hWtv>rv of thU «fvlition in ChaJmers' Life of Ruddi- 
ittiUi,. iu ;ikldici^^u to what L> to be foond in the work 
il^^lf Ohahuen? ittfonas us that " about the time of 
th^ Vuion Kobert Fr^^ebaim. the Edinburgh bookseller, 
uuvWrtvKxk to (Hiblish an edition of Gravin Douglas' 
Virgil> which eventually appeared in 1710. The 
puWi^dKer foimd several learned men, whom, as they 
wt^n> }U\>ud to lend their aid, he is studious to thank 
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for their various contributions. He a«kiiowledgeB 
obligations to Dr Wm. Ntcolson, Bishop of Carlisle, 
to Sir Robert Sibbald, Dr Pitcairne, Dr Drummond, 
and Mr John Uny, of Christ Church, Oxford. The 
elaborate life of our great poet, which is prefixed to 
the work, was eoutributed by Bishop John Sage, who 
probably desired the concealment of hla authorship, 
and who died in the subsequent year. The publisher, 
however, thought himself obliged by gratitude to 
acknowledge how much indebted he had been to the 
care of the judicious Tliomas Euddiman, who, in his 
opinion, "deserved all respect and encouragement 
from the patrons of virtue and letters." The fact is 
that Freebairn owed more to Euddiman than he 
mentions. It was Ruddiraan who superintended the 
work, corrected the press ; who wrote " The large 
Glossary, explaining the difficult' words, and serving 
for a dictionary to the old Scottish language." 

" In his pocket-book, Kuddimau charged Freebairn 

for "correcting G. D. [Gavin Douglas' Virgil], writing 

the Glossary, &c., a hundred pounds Scots, of which 

lie acknowledged to have received forty-eight pounds. 

By this document is the authorship ascertained, and 

I by this evidence it is proved that Ruddiman was 

I allowed ^8, 6s. 8d. sterling, for performing one of the 

I most elaborate works in our language."* 

Ruddiman, who was about thirty-four years of age, 
I Mems to have entered upon the work with great 
b ardour, and to have brought together a great amount 
I of philological knowledge, bearing upon the elucida^ 
1 tion of the old Scottish language. But, notwith- 
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standing all his care, the edition contains many errors 
and misprints. These were owing to his nse of the 
black letter edition of 1553, in printing the text, and 
he informs us that he had proceeded to page 46 before 
he was aware that there existed any MS. of Douglae' 
Virgil in Scotland. Aa before observed, he thanka 
the UniTeraity authorities for the use of one of the 
MSS. contained in the Library : this was "theRutbven 
MS. ;" but he does not seem to have been aware of 
the existence of the other and older MS. which that 
Library contains, and which has been used in prepar- 
ing the present edition. On the whole, the edition 
of Euddiman was a great work for the period at 
which it appeared, and it is still commended by 
authors who have occasion to consult it. 

"The ^neid of Virgil, translated into Scottish 
verse. By Gawin Douglas, Bishop of Dunkeld. 
Printed at Edinburgh, 1839," 2 vok, 4to. 

This sumptuous edition was presented to the 
members of the Bannatyne Club, as a joint contribu- 
tion, by Andrew Eutherfurd, Esq., advocate, after- 
wards Lord Eutherfurd, and George Dundas, Esq., 
advocate, afterwards Lord Manor. These volumes 
contain only the text of Douglas' Translation of 
the ^neid, and the Cambridge MS. was taken as the 
basis of the work. Mr Dundas, the editor, intended 
in a third volume to have given a new and more 
elaborate Glossary than that of Euddiman ; this 
intention, however, was not carried out, and the 
work remains as an excellent text, but without intro- 
ductioa or notes of any kind. 
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TO THE REIDAR. 






IVHEN we had sene and considderit the 
diuers Impressiones befoir Imprentit of 
this Notabill werk to haue bene altogidder 
faultie and corrupt : not onlie that quhilk hes bene 
Imprentit at London, bot also the Copyis set furth 
of auld amangis our selfis : We haue thocht gude to 
tak sum panes and trawellis to haue the samin mair 
commodiously and correctly set furth : to the In- 
tent, that the beneuolent Reidar may haue the 

mair delyte and plesure'in reiding, and 
the mair frut« in perusing, this 

plesand and delecta- 

bill werk. 
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THE PliOLOGVE. 

VHEN paiJl Aurora with i'uce lament- 

abill 
iler russat uiaiitill borderit all with 

sabill, 
Lappit about the iieuiuly circumstance, 
The teoder bed and aires honorabill 
le till flourca amiabill, 
to do my obseruance. 
And enterit in a gardyne of plesance, 
With sol depaint as paradice amiabill, 
And bhsfull bewia with bluined varyance. 




Sa craftely dame Flora had ouirfret 
Eir heuinly bed; powderit with mony a set 
Of ruby, topas, perle, and emerant. 
With balmy dew bathit and byndlie wet ; 
Quhill vapours bote, richt freache, and weill ybet, 
Dolce of odour, of fleuour maist fragi'ftut, 
The siluer droppis on daseis distillant, 
Quhllk verdour branches ouir the alars jet, 
With smoky sence the mystis refieetant. 

The fragrant flouria blomand in thair seis, 
. Ouirspred the leuis of natures tapestreis ; 

VOL. I. A 
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2 THE PROLOGVE. 

Abone the quhilk with heuiiily harmoneis 
The birdis sat on twystis and on greis, 
Melodiously makand thair kyndlie gleis, 
Qahais schill noitis fordinned all the skyis, 
Of repercust air the echo cryis 
Amang the branches of the blomed treis, 
And on the laurers siluer droppis lyis. 

Quhill that I rowmed in that paradice, 
Beplenischit, and full of all delice, 
Out of the sey Eous alifb his heid, 10 

I mene the hors quhilk drawis at deuice 
The assiltrie and goldin chair of price 
Of T3rtan, quhilk at morrow semis reid ; 
The new collour that all the nicht lay deid 
Is restorit, baith foullis, flouris, and rice 
Eecomfort was, throw Phebus gudlyheid. 

The dasy and the maryguld vnlappit, 
Quhilks all the nicht lay with their leuis happit, 
Thame to reserue fra rewmes pungitiue ; 
The vmbrate treis that Tytan about wappit 20 

War portrait, and on the eirth yschappit 
Be goldin bemis viuificatiue, 
Quhais amene heit is maist restoratiue ; 
The greshoppers amangis the vergers gnappit. 
And beis wrocht materiall for thair hyue. 

Richt hailsome was the sessoun of the jeir, 
Phebus furth jet depured bemis cleir, 
Maist nutritiue till all thingis vegetant. 28 



THE PHO[,<K!Vli;. 

God Eolus of wiiid list nocht appeir, 
Nor auld Saturne with his mortall speir 
And bad aspect contrair till euerie plant. 
Neptunus nold within that palics hant. 
The beriall stremis rynning men niicht heir, 
By bonkie greiie with glancis variant. 

For till behald that heiiinly place compleit. 
The purgit air with iiew engendrit heit, 
The sol enbroude with colour, vie, and stoup, 
The tender grene, the balmy droppis sweit, 
Sa reioycit and comfort was my apreit, 
I not was it a vision or fantone ; 
Arayd the buakis rowming myne alone, 
Within that garth of all plesance repleit, 
A voice I hard preclair as Pliebns schone ; 

Smgand, May thow mirrour of soles, ' 
Maternal] moneth, lady and maistres 
Till euerie thing adoun respLrature, 
Thyne heuiulie work and worthie craftinea 
The small herbis constranis till incres. 
O verray gi-ound tOl working of nature, 
tjuhais hie curage aud aesucurit cure 
Causis the eirth his frutett till ezpres, 
I Diffundant grace on euerie creature. 

Thy godiy lore, cunning incemparabill, 
Dantis the sauage beiatia maist vnstabill, 
And expellifi all that nature iufestis ; 
The knoppit syonie with leuie a^reabill. 
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For till reuert and burgioDs ar maid abill ; 
Thy mirth refrescliis bytdie in thair nestis, 
Qubilks the to prise and nature neuer resbis, 
Confessand jow maist potent and louabill 
Amang the brownis of the oliue twystis. 

In the is rate and augment of curage. 
In the enforces Martis vassalage. 
In the is amorous lufe and harmonie, 
With incrementis fresche in lustie ago. 
Quha that conetranit ar in luilis rage, 
Addressand thame with obseruance airlie, 
Weill auchtis the till gloir and magnifie, 
And with that word I raisit my visage 
Soir affrayit, half in ane frenesie. 

Nature Quene, and je lustie May, 
(Quod I) tlio, how lang sail I thus foruay 
Quhilk )ow and Venus in this garth deseruisi 
EeeounseU me out of this greit affray, 
That I may eiflg jow laudis day be day, 
$e that all mundane creatures preseruis 
Comfort jour man that in this fanton steruis, 
With spreit atraisit and euerie wit away, 
Quaiking for feir, baith pulsis, vane, and neruia. 

My fatall weird, my febill wit I wary. 
My desie heid quhome laii of brane gart vary, 
And not susteue so amiabiU a souu. 
With ery courage, febill strentbis sary, 
Boivnand me hame and list na langer tary ; 



I 



Out of the ail came ane intpresaioun, 
Throw quhais licht in extasie or swoun, 
Amyd the virgnltia all in till a, fary, 
As femiDinc so feblit fell I down. 

And with that gleme sa deayit was my micht, 
Quhill thair remanit nouther voice nor aicht, 
Breith, motion, nor heiring naturall ; 
Saw neuer man so faynt a leuand wicht, 
And na ferly, for ouir exceUand licht 
Cormptis the wit, and garris the blude awaill 
Vntill the hart, that it na danger aill. 
Quhen it is smorit, memberis ivirkia not richt, 
The dreidfuU terrour awa did me aasail. 

Jit at the last, I not how lang a si)afe, 
A lytle heit appeirit in my face, 
WhUk had tofoir bene paill and voyde of blnde, 
Tho in my Bweuen I met a ferly cace ; 
I thocht me set within a desert place, 
Amyd a forest by a hyddeoua flude 
With grysly fische, and achortly till conclude, 
I sail diaoryue {as God will giue me grace) 
Myne visioim in mrall tenuis rude. 

FINIH PKOLOGI. 



THE PALICE OF HUNOVR, 



COHPYLIT B 



, GAWINE DOWGLAS, 



BISCHOP OF DUNKELD. 



THE FIKST PART. 

Thow barrant wit ouirset with fantaeyis, 
Schaw now the craft that in thy memor lyia, 
Schaw now thy schame, schaw now thy hadnystie, 
Schaw thy endite reprufe of rethoryia, 
Schaw now thy heggit tennis mair than thryis, 
Schaw now thy rymia, and thine harlotrie, 
Schaw now thy dull exhaust inaiutie, 
Schaw furth thy cure and write thir frenesyia 
QuhiUcs of thy sempill cunning nakit the. 

My rauiat spreit in that desert tembiU, 1 

Approchit neir that vglie flude horribill, 
Like till Cochyte the riuer infemail, 
With vile water quhilk maid a hiddious truhil, 
Kinnand ouirheid, blude reid, and impossihill 1 
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That it had heen a riuar naturall ; 
With brayis bair, raif rochis like to fall, 
Qahairon na gers nor herbis wer visibill, 
Bot swappis brint with blastis boriall. 

This laithlie flude rumland as thonder routit, 
In qahome the fisch 3elland as eluis schoutit, 
Thair 3elpis wilde my heiring all fordeifit, 
Thay grym monstures my spreits abhorrit and doutit. 
Not throw the soyl bot muskane treis sproutit, 
Combust, barrant, vnblomit and vnleifit, 10 

Auid rottin runtis quhairin na sap was leifit, 
Moch, all waist, widderit with granis moutit, 
A ganand den, quhair murtherars men reifit. 

Quhairfoir my seluin was richt sair agast. 
This wildernes abhominabill and waist, 
(In quhome nathing was nature comfortand) 
Was dark as rock, the quhilk the sey vpcast. 
The quhissilling wind blew mony bitter blast, 
Euntis rattillit and vneith micht I stand. 
Out throw the wod I crap on fute and hand, 20 

The riuer stank, the treis clatterit fast. 
The soyl was nocht bot marres, slike, and sand. 

And not but caus my spreitis wer abaisit. 
All solitair in that desert arraisit, 
AUace, I said, is nane vther remeid, 
A discription Cruell fortoun quhy hes thow me betraisit 1 

of the 1 

inconstance Quhy hcs thow tfeus my fatall end compassit ? 

Allace, allace, sail I thus sone be deid 28 
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III this desert, aiid wait iiane vther reid, 
Bat be deuoirit witli sum beist rauenous. 
I weip, I wail), I plene, I cry, I pleid, 
Incoustant warld and quheill cotitrarious. 

Thy transitorie plesance qubat auaillis 1 
Now thair, now heir, now hie and dow deuaillis, 
Now to, now Era, now law, now magnifyis, 
'Now hait, now cauld, now laucliis, now beuaillis, 
Now aeik, now haill, now werie, now not ullis, 
Now gude, now euill, now weitis, and now dryis. 
Now thow promittia, and richt now thow denyia, 
Now wo, now weiU, now firme, now frinolous. 
Now gam, now gram, now lowis, now defyis, 
Inconstant warld and quheill contrarious. 

Ha, quha anld haue aSyance in thy blis t 
Ha, quha suld haue firme eBperance in this 
Quhilk is allace sa trench and variant t 
Certes nane ; sum lieB no wicht 1 sureliu jis. 
Than has my self bene gyltie 1 je, I wis. 
Thairfoir allace sail danger thus me dant 1 
Qnhidder is become sa sone this duillie hant 1 
And ver translait in winter fuiiouBl 
Tims I beuaill my faitis repugnant, 
IiLconstant warld and quheill contrarious. 

Bydand the deid thus in my extaeie, 
Aue dyn I hard approching taat me by, 
Quhilk mouit fra the plague Septentrional I. 
As heird of beistis stamping with loud cry. 
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Bot than, God wait, how afFrayit was I ! 
Traistand to be stranglit with bestiall. 
Amid a stock richt priuelie I stall, 
Quhair luikand out anone I did espy 
v/ Ane lustie rout of beistis rationall. 

The Qaen of Of ladyis fair and gudlie men arrayit 
wy^h*hyT In Constant weid, that weill my spreitis payit, 
court With degest mind, quharin all wit aboundit. 

Full soberlie thair haiknayis thay assayit 
Efter the faitis auld, and not forwayit. 1 

Thair hie prudence schew furth and naithing roundit 
With gude effeir quhairat the wod resoundit. 
In steidfast ordour, to vesie vnaffrayit 
Thay ryding furth with stabilnes ygroundit. 

Amiddis quhome borne in ane goldin chair, 
Ouirfret with perle and stanis maist preclair. 
That drawin was by haiknayis all milk quhite, 
Was set a Quene, as lyllie sweit of swair, 
In purpour rob hemmit with gold ilk gair, 
Quhilk gemmit claspis closit all perfite. 20 

A diademe maist plesandlie polite 
Set on the tressis of her giltin hair, 
And in hir hand a scepter of delite. 

Sine nixt hir raid in granit violate 

Twelf damisellis, ilk ane in thair estait, 

Quhilks semit of her counsell maist secre, 

And nixt thame was a lustie rout, God wait, 

Lords, ladyis, and mony fair prelait, 28 



") 



THK PALIC'K (IF HliNOUIi. 

Biutli borne of hie estait and law degre, 
Fuith with tliair Queue, thay all by passit nie 
Ane esie paia, thay ryding furth the gait, 
And I abaid alone within the tre. 

And as the rout was passit one and one, 
And I remanand in the tre alone, 
Out throw the wod come rydand catiues twane, 
Ane on ane asse, a widdie about his uione, 
The vther raid ane hiddeons hora vpone, 
I passit furth and fast at thame did fraiie, i 

Quhat men thay wer^ TJiay answerit me agane, 
Onr namia bene Achitophel and Sinone, 
That by our subtell menis, feill hes slane. 

Wait je (quod I) quhat signifeis jona ruuti 
Synon said jee : and gaue ane hiddeous sehout 
We wretchia bene abiect thair fra I wis. 
5one is the Quene of Sapience but dout, 
Lady Minerue, and jone twelf hir about 
Ar the prudent SibiUais full of blia, 
Cassandra eik Delbora and Circes, f 

Tlie fatall sisters twynand our weinlis out, 
Judith, Jael, anil mony a Prophetis. 

Quhilks groundit arin firme intelligence, 
A.nd thdr ia~als iiito ^one coiirt gone hence 
(.'lerkia diuine, with problewmis inirius. 
As Salomon the well of sapience, 
And Aristotel) fulfillit of prudence, 
Halust, Senek, and Titua Liuius, 2 



s/ 



12 THE PALICE OF HONOUR. 

Pithagoras, Porphyre, Permenydus, 
Melysses with his sawis but defence, 
Sidrach, Secundus, and Solenyus. 

Ptholomeus, Ipocras, Socrates, 
Empedocles, Neptenabus, Hermes, 
Galien, Auerroes, and Plato, 
Enoch, Lameth, Job and Diogenes, 
The eloquent and prudent Vlisses, 
Wise Josephus, and facund Cicero, 
Melchisedech with vther mony mo. 10 

Thair veyage lyis throw out this wildernes, 
To the Palice of Honour all thay go. 

Is situat from hence liggis ten hunder. 
Our horsis oft, or we be thair, will founder. 
Adew, we may na langer heir remane. 
Or that 3e pas, (quod I) tell me this wonder. 
How that 3e wretchit catiues thus at vnder 
At sociat with this court souerane ] 
Achitophell maid this answer agane, 
Enawis thow not 1 Haill, eirdquaik, and thunder 20 
Ar oft in May with mony schour of rane. 



^o^fe^s^hys I^icht sa we bene into this companie 
awne crafte- Qm. y^^ abouudit and vsit was lewdlie, 

nes, deceyt, , . ^ ^ ' 

and abused My wisdome ay fulfiUit my desire. 

As thou may in the Bybill weill espy : 

How Davids prayer put my counsell by; 

I gart his sone aganis him conspire, 

The quhilk was slane, quhairfoir vp be the swire 28 
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I Myself I hangit, frustrat sa foulelie. 
Tills Synon was » Greik that raisit fire. 

First into Troy, as Virgill dois report, 
Sa tratourlike maid him be draw ouirthort 
Quhill in he brocht the hors with men of aniiis, si 

Quhairthrow the toim destroyit was at schort. " 

(Quod I) Is this jouF destanie and sort 1 
Cursit be he that aoirowis for jour harmis. 
For je haue bene schrewia baith, be Goddis armis, 
3e wiU obtene na eutres at jone port, 10 

But gif it be throw sorcerie or charmis. 

Ingres to haue (quod thay) we not presume, 
It sufficis va to se the Palice blume, 
And stand on rowme, quhair better folk bene chairit, 
For to remane, adew, we haue na timie, 
This ilk way cummiR the (sourtis, be our dume, 
Of Diane and Venus, that feill hes marrit. 
With that they raid away as thay war skarrit ; 
And I agane maiat like ane elriche grume 
Crap in the mnskane aibin etok misharrit. 20 

Thus wretchitlie I maid my residence, 
I Imagining feill syse for sum defence 
In contrair sauage beistis maist cruell. 
For na remeid bot deid be violence 
a time asswagis febill indigence, 
Thus in a part I recomfort mysell, 
Bot that sa litle was I dar not tell, 
' The atichling of a mouse out of presence 
Had bene to me mair vgsum than the hull. 29 p, 
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Jit glaid I was that I with them had spokiii, 
Had not bene that, certes my hart had brokin 
For megimes and pusillamitie. 
Kemanand thus within the tre all lokkin, 
Desirand fast sum signes or sum tokin 
Of Lady Venus, or hir companie ; 
Ane hart transformit ran fast by the tree 
With houndis rent, on quhom Diane was wrokin, 
Thairby I vnderstude that scho was nie. 

Thay had befoir declairit hir cumming 1 

Mair perfitelie, forthy I knew the signe 
Was Acteon, quhilk Diane nakit waitit 
Bathing in a well, and eik hir madynnis 3ing. 
The Goddes was commouit at this thing, 
And him in forme hes of ane hart translatit. 
I saw (allace) his houndis at him slatit ; 
Backwert he blent to give them knawledgeing, 
Thay raif thair lord, misknew him at them batit. 

Sine ladyis come with lustie giltin tressis. 
In habit wilde maist like till fostaressis. 20 

Amiddis quhome heich on ane eliphant, 
In signe that scho in chaistitie incressis, 
Eaid Diane, that ladyis hartis dressis 
Till be stabill, and na way inconstant, 
God wait that nane of thame is variant. 
All chaist and trew virginitie professis 
I note, bot few I saw with Diane hant. 

Intill that court I saw anone present 
Jephteis douchtex a lustie lady gent, 29 
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Offerit to God in her virginitie. 
Polixena I wis was not absent, 
Peanthesile with mannia hardy ment, 
Effygin, and Virgenius douchter fre, 
With vther flouria of feminitie, 
Baith of the new and the auld testament, 
*)j^ All onthay raid and left me in the tre. 

In that desert dispers in sender skatterit, 
Were bewis bair quhome rane and wind on batterit, 
The water etank, the feild was odions 10 

Quhair dragouns, lessertis, askis, edders swatteiit, 
With mouthis gapand, forkit taiUis tat ten t, 
With mony a stang and spoutia yenneraous, 
Corrupting air be rewme contagious, 
Maist gros and vile, enpoysonit cludis clatterit, 
Reikaud like hellis smoke aulfarious. 

My daisit heid fordullit disselie, 
I raifiit vp half in ane litargie, 
Ab dois ane catiue ydrunhin in sleip. 
And sa appeirit to my fantasie, 20 

A schynand Hcht out of the north eist sky. 
The quhilt with cure to heir I did tak keip, 
Proportion sounding dulcest, hard I peip, 
In muaick^nnmber full of harmonie 
Distant on far was caryit be the deip. 

Farther, by water, folk may soundis heir i 

Than be the eirth, the quhUk with poris seir ^ 
Yp drinlds air that mouit is be sound, S8 
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yuhilk in compact water of ane riueir, 
May nocht eDter, bot rinuis thair and heir, 
Quhill it at last be caryit on the ground. 
And thocht throw din be experience is found, 
The fifiche ar causit within the riuer steir, 
Inwitli the water the noyis dois not abound. 

Violent din the air brokia and deiris. 
Sine greit motiouu of air the water steiris. 
The water steirit, fischea for feirdnes fleis, 
Bot out of dont na fische in water heiris. 
For as we se, richt few of tliame hes eiriB. 
And eik forsuith, tot gif wise clerkis leia, 
Thair is na air inwith waters nor sois, 
But quhilk na thing may heir (as wise men leiris) 
Like as but hcht thair is no. thing that seia. 

Aneuch of this, I not quhat it may mene, 
I will retume till declair all bedene, 
My dreidfull dreame with grisHe fantaayis 
I schew befoLT quhat I had hard or aene, 
Particularlie sum of my panefnll tene, S 

Bot now, God wait, quhat feirdnes on me lyis, 
Langer (I said) and now this time is twyis, 
Ane sound I hard of angellis as it had bene, 
With harmonic fordinnand all the skyia. 

Sa dulce, sa Bweit, and sa melodious, 
That euerie wicht thairwith micht be joyous, 
Bot I and catiues dultit in dispair, 
For quhen a man is wraith or fiiriouB, 
" Melaucholik for wo, or tedious, 
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Than is all plesance till him maiat coDti'atr, 
And semblablie than sa did with me fnir ; 
This melodie intonit heuinlie thus, 
For profound wo constranit me mak cair. 

And mumand thus, as ane maist wofull wicht. 
Of the maist plesaut court I had n sicht, 
In warld adoun sen Adam was creat. 
Quhatsangl Quhatjoyi Quhatharraoniel Quhat lichtl Hem 
Quhat mirthfull solace plesance all at richti "" 

Quhat fresche bewtiel Quhat excelland estait? 10 
Quhat sweit vock 1 Quhat wordia sugguraitl 
Quhat fair debaitis 1 Quhat luifaum ladyis bricht? 
Quhat lustie gallaudie did on thair seruice wait! 

Quhat gudhB pastancel and quhat menstraJiel 

Quhat game thay maidi in faith not tell can I, 

Thocht I had profound wit angelicaU. 

The heuinlie soundis of thair harmonie, 

Hea dynnit sa my drerie fan taste, 

Baith wit and ressoun half ia loiat of alL 
I 3it (as I knaw) als lichtlie aay I sail, 20 

I That angellike aud godlie companie 
I'Till ae, me thocht a thing celeatiaJl. 

Proceidaud furth was draw ane chariote, uoo. 

Be couTBouris twelf, trappit in grene veluote, "'^^ 

Of fine gold wer junctures and hamasingis, 
L The lymnaria wer of bimeist gold, God wote, 
I Baith aixtre and quheillis of gold I hote. 
rfV goldin cord wer Ijumis, and the stringis 2i 

VOL. I. B 
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Festinnit coniunct in massie goldin ringis, 

Euyr hamis conuenient for sic note, 

And raw silk brechamis ouir thair halsis hingis. 

The bodie of the cairt of euir bone, 
With crisolitis and mony precious stone 
Was all ouirfret in dew proportioun, 
like stemis in the firmament quhilks schone. 
Reparrellit was that godlike plesand wone 
Tyldit abone, and to the eirth adoun. 
In richest claith of gold of purpure broun 10 

But {aa, nor vther frenjeis, had it none, 
Saif claith of gold anamallit all fassioun. 

Quhairfra dependant hang -thir megir beUis, 
Sum round, sum thraw, in sound the quhilks excellis, 
All wer of gold of Araby maist fine, 
Quhilks with the wind concordandlie sa knellis 
That to be glaid thair sound all wicht compellis, 
The harmonie was sa melodious fine^ 
In yyiftHTiift voice and instrument dhiine, 
Quhair sa thay went it semit nathing ellis 20 

Bot ierarchyes of angellis ordours nine. 

Venus and Amid the chair fulfillit of plesance, 
hyr court. ^^ j^^ ^^^ ^^ quhais obeysance 

Was all that rout, and wonder is to heir 

Of hir excelland lustie countenance, 

Hir hie bewtie quhilk maist is to auance 

PrecelHs all, thair may be na compeir ; 

For like Phebus in hiest of his spheir, 28 
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Hir bewtie achaae castand sa greit ane glance, 
All fairheld it opprest baitti far and neir. 

Scho was peirlea of schap and portrature, 
In hir had nature finischit hir cure, 
As for gude hauingis thair was nane hot scho. 
And hir array was sa fine and ea pure, 
That qnhairof was hir rob I am not snre, 
For nocht hot perle and stanis micht I se. 
Of qiihome the brightnes of hir hie bewtie, 
For to behald my sicht micht not indure, 
Mair nor the bricht sone may the baklds ee. 

I Hir hair as gold or topaais was hewit, 
Quha hir beheld, hir bewtie ay renewit. 
On held scho had a crest of dyamantis. 
Thair was na wicht that gat a sicht eachewit. 
War he neuer sa constant or weill thewit, 
Na he was woundit, and him hir seruant grantis. 
That heuinlie wicht, hir cristall ene sa dantis. 
For blenkis sweit nane passit vnpersewit, 
Bot gif he wer preseruit as thir Sanctis. 

I wondert sair and fast in mind did stair, 
Quhat creature that micht be was sa fair. 
Of sa peirles excellent woraanheid. 
And farlyand thus I saw within the chair 
Quhair that a man was set with lymmis squair 
His bodie Weill entailjeit euerie steid. 
He bair a bow with dartis haw as leid, 
His eleithing was als grene as ane huntair, 
Bot he forsuith had na eine in his held. 
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I vnderstude be signes persauabiU, 
That was Cupyd the god maist dissauabiU, 
The lady Venus his mother a goddes, 
I knew that was the court sa variabill 
O f^irdl y lufe, quhilk sendill standis stabill, 
Bot jit thair mirth and solace neuertheles 
In musick tone and menstralie expres 
Sa craftelie with curage aggreabill, 
Hard neuer wicht sic melodie I ges. 

Accompanyit lustie jonkeirs with all, 10 

Fresche ladyissang in voice virgineall 
Mnsyke. Concordis sweit, diuers entoned reportis, 
Proportionis fine with sound celestiall, 
Duplat, triplat, diatesseriall, 
Sesqui altera, and decupla resortis, 
Diapason of mony sindrie sorbis, 
War soung and playit be seir cunning menstrall 
On lufe ballatis with mony fair disportis. 

In modulatioun hard I play and sing 
Faburdoun, pricksang, discant, countering, 20 

Cant organe, figuratioun, and gemmell, 
On croud, lute, harp, with mony gudlie spring, 
Schalmes, clariounis, portatiues, hard I ring, 
Monycord, organe, tympane, and cymbell. 
Sytholl, psalttrie, and voices sweit as bell. 
Soft releschingis in dulce deliuering, 
Fractionis diuide, at rest, or clois compell. 

Not Pan of Archaid sa plesandlie playis. 
Nor king David quhais playing as men sayis, 29 
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Coniurit the spreit the quhilk Saul confoimdit, 
Nor Amphion with mony subtell layia, 
Quhilk Thehes wallit with harping in hia dayis, 
Nor he that first the subtell craftjs foundit. 
Was uot in musick half sa weill igroundit, 
Nor knew thair measure tent daill be na wayis, 
at thair reaort haith heuin and eird resoundit, 

Na mair I vnderstude thir niimbera fine, 
Be God, than dois a gekgo or a swine, 
Saif that me think sweit soundis gude to heir. 
Na mair heiron my laubour will I tine, 
Na mair I will thir verbillis sweit define, 
How that thair musick tones war mair cleir 
And dulcer than the mouing of the spheir, 
Or Orpheus harp of Thrace with sound diuine, 
Glaskeriane maid na noyis compeir. 

Thay condiscend aa weill in ane accord. 
That by na joint thair souudia bene discord, 
In euerie key thay werren sa expert. 
Of thair array gif I suld mak record, 
Lustie springaldis and mony gudlie lord. 
Tender jounglingis with pieteous virgin halt. 
Elder ladyis knew mair of lustia art, 
Diuers vthers quhilks me not list remord, 
Quhaie lakkest weid was silkis ouirbrouderit. 

In vestures quent of mony aindrie gyae, 

[ saw all claith of gold men micht deuise, 

1 Purpour colour, punik and skarlote hewis, 
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Velnot robbis maid with the grand assyse, 
DameSy satyne, begaryit mony wise, 
Ciamessie satine, veluot enbroude in diners rewis, 
Satine figures champit with flouris and bewis, 
Damesflore, tere pyle, qnhairon thair lyis 
Peirie, orphany, quhilk euerie stait renewis. 

Thair riche entire, maist peirles to behald, 
My wit can not discriue howbeit I wald, 
Mony entrappit steid with silkis seir, 
Mony pattrell neroit with gold I tald, 10 

Fan mony new gilt hamasing not aid, 
On mony palfray loi&um ladyis deir, 
If an. And nixt the chair I saw formest appeir, 

Vpon a bardit curser stout and bald, 
Mars, god of strife enarmit in bimeist geir. 

Euerie inuasibill wapon on him he bair. 
His luik was grym, his bodie large and squair. 
His lymmis weill entail3eit to be Strang, 
His nek was greit, a span lenth weill or mair. 
His visage braid with crisp broun curland hair, 20 
Of stature not ouir greit, nor jit ouir lang. 
Behaldand Venus, O )e my lufe (he sang). 
And scho agane with dalyance sa fair 
Hir knicht him cleipis, quhair sa he ryde or gang. 

Thair was Arcyte, and Palemon aswa 
Louers. Accompanyit with fair Aemilia, 

The Queue Dido with hir fals lufe Enee, 

Trew Troilus, vnfaithfull Cressida, 28 
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The fair Paris, and plesaud Heleua, 
ConstaDt Lucrece, and traist Penelope, 
Kinde Piramua, and wobegone Thysbe, 
Dolorous Progne, trist PMomena, 
King Dauida lufe thair saw I Barsabe. 

Thair waa Ceix with the kind Alcyon, 
And Achillea wroth with Agamemnon 
For Brissida his lady fra him tane, 
Wofull Phil I is, and hir lufe Demophoon, 
Subtell Medea, and hir knicht Jason. 
Of France I saw thair Paris and Veane, 
Thair was Phedra, Theseus and Adriane, 
The secreit wise hardie Ipomedon, 

■, Hester, iirepreuabill Susane. 



Thair was the fals vnhappy Dalida, 
Cniell wickit and curst Deianira, 
Waryit Biblis, and the fair Absolon, 
YpsypLile, abhominabill Sylla, 
Tristram, Yaide, Helcana and Anna, 
Cleopatra and worthie Mark Antbone, 
Jole, Hercules, Alcest, Ixion, 
The onlie patient wife Gressillida, 
Narcisus that his held brak on ane stone. 

Thair was Jacob with fair Eachel his maik, 
The qubilk become till Laban for hir saik 
Fourtene jeir bound, with hart immutabill, 
Thair bene bot few aic now I vndertaik. 
Thir fair ladyis in silk aiid claith of laik, 
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Thus lang sail not all foundin be sa stabill, 
This Venus court, quhilk was in lufe maist abil. 
For till discriue my cunning is to waik, 
Ane multitude thay war innumerabilL 

Of gudlie folke in euerie kinde and age, 
With blenkis sweit, fresche lustie grene curage. 
And daliance thay ryding furth in feir, 
Sum leuis in hope, and sum in greit thirlage, 
Sum in dispair, sum findis his panis swage, 
GrailandLs of flouris and rois chaipletis seir 10 

Thay bair on heid, and samin sang sa cleir, 
QohiU that thair mirth commouit my curage, 
Till sing this lay quhilk foUowand 36 may heir. 

A wiM «r Constranit hart belappit in distres, 
Groundit in wo, and full of heuines, 
Complene thy panefull cairis infinite, 
Bewaill this warldis firail ynsteidfastnes, 
Haoand regrait, sen gane is thy glaidnes. 
And all thy solace retumit in dispite. 
O catiue thrall inuolupit in syte, 20 

Confes thy fatall wofull wretohitnes, 
Deuide in twane and furth diffound all tyte 
Aggreuance greit in miserabill indyte. 

My cruell fait subiectit to pennance 
Predestinate, sa void of all plesance, 
Hes euerie greif amid mine hart ingraue, 
The slide inconstant destenie or chance, 
Vnequallie dois hing in thair ballance. 28 
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My demerites and greit dolour I haue, 
This purgatorie redoublis all the laue. 
Ilk wicht hes sum weilfair at obeysance 
Saif me bysning, that may na grace ressaue, 
Deid the addres, and do me to my graue. 

Wo wortli sic Strang misfortoun aiioyous, 
Quhilk hes oppreat my apreitis malst joyous. 
Wo worth this warldis freuch felicitia, 
Wo worth my feruent diseis dolorous, 
Wo worth the wicht that is not pieteoua, 
Quhair the trespassour penitent thay se. 
Wo wortih this deid that daylie dois me die, 
Wo worth Cupyd, and wo worth fals Venus, 
Wo worth thame baith, ay waryit mot thay be, 
Wo worth thair court and cursit destenie. 



He carss^h 



Loude as I mocht in dolour all deatrenjeit, 
This lay I sang, and not ane letter fenjeit, 
Tho saw I Venus on hir lip did bite, 
And all the court in haist thair horsia renjeit, 
Proclamand loude, quhair is jone poid that plenjeit, 20 
Quhilk deith deseruis committand sic dispite, 
Fra tre to tre thay seirching but respite. 
Quhil ane me fand, quhilk said, and greit disdeujeit, 
Auant veillane, thow reclus imperiite. 

All in ane feuir out of my muskanc bowr, 
On kneis I crap, and law for feir did lowre, 
Than all the court on me thair heidis schuik, [28 
Sum glowmand grim, sum gimand with visage sowre, 
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Sum in the nek gaue me fell dyntis dowre. 
Pluk at the craw, thay cryit, deplome the niik, 
Pulland my hair, with blek my face they bmik, 
Skrymmorie fery gaue me mony a clowre, 
For Chyppynutie ful oft my chaftis quuik. 

With pane, torment, thus in thair teneful play, 
Till Venus bound thay led me furth the way, 
Quhilk than was set amid a goldin chair ; 
And sa confoundit into that fell affray, 
As that I micht considder thair array. 10 

Me thocht the feild ouirspred with carpettis fair, 
(Quhilk was tofoir brint, barrane, vile, and bair) 
Wox maist plesand, bot all (the suith to say) 
Micht nocht ameis my greuous pane full sair. 

Enthronit sat Mars, Cupyd, and Venus, 
Tho rais ane clerk was cleipit Varius, 
Me till accusen of a deidlie crime. 
And he begouth and red ane dittay thus. 
Thou wickit catiue, wod and furious, 
Presumpteouslie now at this present time 20 

My Lady heir blasphemit in thy rime, 
Hir sone, hir self, and hir court amort)us. 
For till betrais awaitit heir sen prime. 

Now God thow wait, me thocht my fortune fey, 
With quaikand voce and hart cald as a key. 
On kneis I kneillit and mercie culd imploir, 
Submittand me but ony langer pley, 
Venus mandate and plesure to obey. 28 
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^^^H 


^^M Grace v&s denyit and my trauell forloir, 


^^H 


^^1 For scho gaue chargea to proceid as befoir. 


^^^^^1 


^H Than Varius spak richt stoutUe me to fley 


^^^^^^1 


^^M Inioynand silence till ask grace ony moir. 


^^H 


^^M He demandlt my answer, quhat I aaid. 


^^^H 




V 


^H Fra time I vnderstude na mair supplie, 


1 


^H Sair abaisit, beliue I thus out braid ; 


fl 


Set of thir pointis of crime now on me laid, 


^1 


I may be quite guiltles in veritie, 


■ 


^^ 3it first agane, the judge quHlk heir I se, 


^^^H 


^^L This inordinate court, and procee quaid, 


^^^H 


^H I will obiect for causis twa. or thre. 


^^H 


Inclynand law (quod I) with peteous face. 


^^^ 


I me defend, Kladame, pleis it jour grace. 


AppellB- 1 


Say on (quod scho) than said I thus but mair ; 


tloaen.. ■ 


Madame je may not sit into this cace, 


^1 


For ladyis may be judges in na place ; 


^1 


And mairatouir I am na seculair, 


^1 


^^— A Epirituall man (thocht I be void of lair) 


20 ■ 


^^ft Cleipit I am, and aucht my liues space 


^H 


^^P To be remit till my judge ordinair. 


^1 


I jow beseik Madame with biasie cure 


^^H 


Till giue ane gratious interlocuture. 


^^^^H 


On thir exceptiounia now proponit lait. 


^^^^H 


Than suddanelie Venus (I jow assure) 


^^^^^B 


Deliuerit gone and with a voice sa sture, 


^1 


1 Answerit thue, thow eubtell smy, God wait, 


^^^H 
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A thretnynf. Quhat, weiiis thow to degraid my hie estait, 
Me to decline as judge, curst creature 1 
It beis not sa, the game gals vther gait. 

As we the find, thow sail thoill judgement. 
Not of a clerk we se the represent, 
Saif onlie falset and dissaitfull taillis, 
First quhen thow come with hart and haill intent, 
Thow the submittit to my commandement. 
Now now thairof methink to sone thow faillis, 
I wene na thing hot folie that the aQlis, 10 

Jit clerkis bene in subtell wordis quent, 
And in the deid als schairp as ony snaillis. 

Je bene the men bewrayis my commandis, 
3e bene the men disturbis my seruandis, 
Je bene the men with wickit wordis feill, 
Quhilk blasphemis fresche lustie ^oung gallandis. 
That in my sendee and retinew stan(Hs, 
Je bene the men that cleipis 30W sa leill, 
With fals behest quhill ^e ^our purpois steill. 
Sine 3e forsweir baith bodie, treuth, and handis, 20 
Je bene sa fals je can na word conceill. 

Haue done (quod scho) Schir Varius alswyith 
Do write the sentence, lat this catiue kyith 
Gif our power may deming his misdeid. 
Than, God thow wait, gif that my spreit was blyith. 
The fewerous hew intill my face did myith 
All my male eis, for swa the honibill dreid 
Haill me ouirset ; I micht not say my creid, 28 
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For feir and wo within my akin I wryitli, 
I micht not pray, forsuith thocht I had aeid, 

3it of my deith I set not half ane fle, 
For greit effeir me tliocht na pane to die, 
Bot sair I dred me for sum vther jaip, 
That VenuB euld throw her subtillitie. 
In till sum byaning heist tranafigurat me, 
Ab Iq a heir, a hair, ane oule, ane aip, 
I traistit sa for till haue bene mischaip, 
That oft I wald my hand hehald to se 
Gif it aiterit, and oft my visage graip. 



Tho I reuoluit in my minde anone. 
How that Diane transformit Acteone, 
And Juno eik as for a tow gart keip 
The fair Yo, that lang was wobegone, 
Argiia her jimmit that eno had raony one 
Quhome at the last Mercurius gart sleip, 
And hir deliuerit of that danger deip ; 
I rememberit also how in a stone, 
The wife of Loth ichangit sair did weip. 



I vmbethocht how Joue and auld Satume, 
Intill ane wolf thay did Lycaon turne. 
And how tho michtie Nahuchodonoaor 
In beistlie forme did on the feild soiume. 
And for his gilt was maid to weip and murne. 
Thir feirfiill wonders gart me dreid full soir, 
For by exempUia oft I hard tofoir. 
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f He 8uld bewar that seis his fellow spume, 
Mischance of ane, suld be ane vtheris loir. 

And rolland thus in diuers fantaseis 
Terribill thochtis oft my hart did gryis, 
For all remeid was alterit in dispair. 
Thair was na hope of mercie till deuyis, 
Thair was na wicht my freind be na kin wyis, 
All haillelie the court was me contrair. 
Than was almaist writtin the sentence sair, 
My febill minde seand this greit suppryis, 10 

Was than of wit and euerie blis full bair. 




THE PALICE OF HONOUB. 




THE 8ECVND PART. 

thus amid this hard perplexitie, 
Awaitand ewer qiihat moment I siiid 

die, 
Or tha,ii sum new transfiguratioun ; 
He that quhiUc ia etemall veritie. 

The glorioua Lord, ringand in persouois tlire, c. 

Prouydit hes for my aaluatioun. 

Be sum gude spreitia reuelatioun, 

Quhilk mtercesaioim maid (I traist) for me, 

I forjet all imagmatioun. 

All haill my dreid I tlio forjet in hy, 10 

And all my wo, hot jit I wist not quhy, 
Sane tha.t I had sum hope till be releuit, 
I raisit than my visage haistelie, , 

And with a blenk anone I did espy, 
A lusty aieht quhilk nocht my hart engreiiit, 
Ane heuinlie rout out throw the wod escheuit, ~' 
Of quhome the bountie, gif I not deny, 
Vneith may be intill ane scripture brewit. 

With lawreir crownit in robbis side all new. 
Of a faesouD and all of steidfast hew, 
Airayit weill ane court I saw cum neir, 
Of wise degeat eloquent fathers trew, 
And plesand ladyis quhilks fresch bewtie schew, 
Singftnd softlie fall sweit on their maneir 
On poet wise, all diners verais seir. 
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HifltoryiB greit in Latine toung and Grew, 
With fresche indite and soundis gude to heir. 

And sum of thame ad lyram playit and sang 
Sa plesand verse, quhill aU the roches rang, 
Metir saphik, and also elygie. 
Thair instrumentis all maist war fidillis lang, 
But with a string quhilk neuer a wreist ^eid wrang, 
Sum had ane harp, and sum a fair psaltrie, 
[On lutis sum thair accentis subtelle] 
Deuydit weill, and held the measure lang, 10 

In soundis sweit of plesand melodie. 

The ladyis sang in voices dulcorait 
Facund epistillis quhilks quhylum Ouid wrait, 
As Phillis queue send till duke Demophoon, 
And of Penelope the greit regrait, 
Send to hir lord scho douting his estait, 
That he at Troy suld loisit be or tone. 
How Acontius till Cydippe anone 
Wrait his complaint, thair hard I weill, God wait, 
With vther lustie missiues mony one. 20 

I had greit wonder of thay ladyis seir, 
Quhilks in that airt micht haue na way compeir, 
Of castis quent, rethorik colouris fine, 
Sa poeit like in subtell fair maneir, 
And eloquent firme cadence regulair. 
Thair veyage furth contenand richt as line, 
With sang and play (as said is) sa deuine, 
Thay fast approching to the place weill neir, 
Quhair I was torment into my greit pine. 29 
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And as tbat heuinlie sort new nominait, 
Remouit furth on gudlie wise thair gait, 
Toward the court qiihilk was tofoir expremit, 
My enrage grew, for quhat cause I nocht wait, 
Saif that I held me payit of thair estait ; 
And thay war folk of knawledge as it semit, 
Als into Venus court full fast thay demit ; 
Sayand, jone lustie court will stop or meit, 
To justifie this bysniug quhilk blaaphemit. 

Jone is (quod tliay) the court rethoricall, , 
Of polit tennis, sang poeticall, 
And coustand ground of famous storeis sweit, 
3one is The facouii3~well celestial!, 
3one is the fontane and original!, 
Quhairfra the well of HeUcon dois fleit, 
3one are the folk that comfortie euerie spreit. 
Be fine delite and dite angelicall, 
Causimd gros leid aD of maist gudnes gleit. 

3one ia the court of plesand steidfastnes, 
Jone is the court of constant merines, 
Jone is the court of joyous discipline, 
Quhilk cauais folk thair purpoia to esprea 
In ornate wise, prouokand with glaidnea 
All gentOl hartis to thair lair incline, 
E uerie Smous poeit men may dioine 
Is in jone rout, lo jonder thair princes 
Thespis, the mother of the miisis nine. 

And nixt hir sine, hir dochter first byget 
Lady Cleo, quhilk craftelie dois set 
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TiMnjne Histoiyis auld, like as thay war present; 
Euterpe eik, qubilk daylie dois hir det 
In dulce blastis of pypis sweit but let ; 
The third sister, Thalia, diligent 
In wantoun writ, and chronikill dois imprent; 
The feird endytis oft with cheikis wet 
Sair tragedeis, Melpomene the gent. 

Terpsichore the fyft with humbill soun, 
Makis on psaltens modulatioun ; 
The sext Erato, like thir loners wilde, 10 

Will sing, daunce, and leip baith vp and doun. 
Polymnia, the seuint muse of renoun, 
Dytis thir sweit rethorick colouris milde, 
Quhilks are sa plesand baith to man and childe ; 
Vrania, the aucht sister with croun, 
Writes the heuin and stamis all bedene. 

The nynt, quhome to nane vther is compeir, 
Calliope the lustie lady cleir. 
Of quhome the bewtie and the worthines 
Hir vertewis greit schynis baith far and neir, 20 

For scho of nobill fatis hes the steir, 
To write thair worschip, victorie and prowes 
In kinglie stile, quhilk dois thair feme incres, 
Cleipit in Latine heroicus, but weir. 
Chief of all write like as scho is maistres. 

Thir musis nine lo ponder may je se. 
With fresche nymphes of water and of sey, 
And fair ladyis of thir tempillis auld, 28 
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Pyerides, Dryades and Saturee, 
Nereides, Aonea, Napee, 
Of quhoma the bounteis neidis not betauld. 
Thus demit the court of Venns monyfauld ; 
QuhQk speiche refreschit my perplexitie, 
Reioysand weill, my spreit befoir was cauld. 

The Buddane aicht of that finne court foirsaid, 
Recomfort weill my hew befoir was faid. 
Amid my spreit the Joyous heit redoundit, 
Behalding how the lustie musia raid, V 

And all thair court qukilk was sa biyith and glaid, 
Q.uhnis merines all heuines confoundit ; 
Thair saw I weill in poetrie ygroundit, 
The greit Homeir, quhilk in Greik language said 
. Maist eloquentlie, in quhome all wit ybi>undit. 

Thair was the greit Latine VirgiHus, 
The famous father poeit Ouidius, 
Dictes, Dares, and eilc the trew Lucano, 
Thair was Plautus, Po^ius, and Persius, 
Thair was Terence, Donate, and Seruius, i 

Petrarche, Flaccus Valeriane, 
Thair was Esope, Cato, and Allane, 

I air was Gaulteir and Boetius, 
Thair was also the greit Quintiliane. 



Thair 
^BThair 

^^■^aii 
^^■Tbaii 

^HThau 



Thair was the satir poet Jnuenall, 
Thair was the mizt and suhtell Martiall. 
Of Thebes brute thair was the poet Stace, 
Thair was Fauatus, and Laurence of the Val 
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^ Pomponius, quhais fame of late sans faill, 

Is blawin wide throw euerie realme and place, 
Thair was the morall wise poet Horace, 
With mony vther clerk of greit auaill, 
Thair was Bninell, Claudius, and Bocchas. 

Sa greit ane preis of pepiU drew vs neir, 
The hundreth part thair names ar not heir, 
3it saw I thair of Brutus Albyon, 
Geffray Chauceir, as a per se sans peir 
Chaiuer and In his Tulgare, and morall Johne Gk)weir. 10 

En^iyshe Lydgait the monk raid musing him allone, 
JSJS'***''^ 0^ tWfl natioun I knew also anone, 

Greit Kennedie, and Dunbar ^it vndeid, 
And Quintine with ane huttok on his heid. 

Howbeit I culd declair and weill indite, 
The bounteis of that court dewlie to write 
War ouir prolixt, transcending mine ingine, 
Tuiching the proces of my panefull site. 
Beliue I saw thir lustie musis quhite. 
With all thair rout towart Venus decline, 20 

Quhair Cupide sat with hir in throne deuine, 
I standand bundin in ane sorie plite, 
Bydand thair grace, or than my deidlie pine. 

Straicht to thair queue thir samin musis raid, 
Maist eloquentlie thair salutatiounis maid, 
Venus again 3ald thame thair salusing 
Eicht reuerentlie, and on hir feit vpbraid, 
Beseikand thame to licht, nay, nay, thay said, 28 
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We may not heir mak na lang tarying. • -^ 
Calliope maist facound and bening, 
Inquirit Venua quhat wicht had hir mismaid, 
Or quhat was cause of hir thair soiouming. 

Sister (said scho) behald jone byaning achrew, / 
A aubtell amy, conaidder Weill hia hew, 
Standis thair hound, and bekinnit hir to me, 
3one catiue had blasphemit me of new, 
For to degraid, and do my fame adew, 
A laithlie ryme dispitefull and aubtelle 11 

Compylit hes, reheirsand loud and hie 
Sclander, dispite, sorrow and velanie. 
To me, my aone, and elk our court for ay. 

He hes deseruit deith, he sail be deid, 
And we remaine forauith into thia ateid, 
To justifie that rebald rennigait. 
Quod Calliope, sister away all feid, 
Quhy auld he die, quhy auld he lois his heid. 
To slay him for sa small aue crynie, God wait, 
Greitar degrading war to jour estait, 2( 

To sic as he to mak conter pleid, 
How may ane fule jour hie honour chekmait } 

Quhat of his lak, sa wide jour fame is blaw, 
^ur excellence maist peirles is sa knaw, 
Na wretchia word may depair jour hie name. 
Giue me his life, and modifie the law. 
For on my^eid he standia now sic aw, 
.That he uall efter deEerue neuer mair blame, 2< 



38 THE PAUCE OF aOSOVR. 

Ko«ht flf hk datb fe may report bot schame. 
In nconpence fkir his ininettand nw, 
H« nil ymr bMt in «aefie part procbune. 

Thaa. Lord, bow ^aid be«am my febil goist, 
Mf nav" ?"* tl^ wUlk befoir was loiat, 
Seaad I had aa pwt ane aduocait, 
Tkat «zpertl>e bat pmrflr. prife or coist, 
OfaCenit had my MtoU actioun almoist, 
Qaliilk was befoir perisclut and desolatt ; 
^U> qohUe Venus stude in ane studie strait, 
Bot finallie scfao acbew till aU the oist 
Scbo wald do gncv, and not be obatinait. 

I will (said echo) bane mercie and pietie, 
'^ Du slaik mj wraith, and let all rancour be. 
Quluur is mair rice than to be ouir cruell t 
And spMJidlie in w#men dc as me, 
A lady, fj, that usis tyrannic, 
Ane vennome is rather and a serpent fell. 
A Tennentiius dragonn or ane deoill of hell 
Is na compair to the iuiquitie 
Of bald wemeu, as thir wise clerkia tell. 

Greit God defend I suld be one of tho, 
Qtdiilk of thair feid and maUce neuer ho, 
Out on sic gram I will haue na repreif. 
Calliope sister siud to Venus tho. 
At jour requeist this wretcbe sail frelie go ; 
Heir I remit his trespas, and all greif 
SfJI be for3t't, sa he ivill say sum breif 



^ 



THE FALIC'K 



^ 

» 



Or BcLort ballat, in coiifcniir pane and wo, 
Tuitching my laude, and hia pleaand releif. 

And Becundlie, the nixt reasonabill commaiii), 
Quhilk I him charge, ae that he nocht ganestand, 
On thir conditiounis sister at jour requeiat, 
He sail gang fre ; quod Calliope inclinand. 
Grant mercie sister, I obleis be my hand. 
He sal] obserue in all pointia jour behest. 
Than Venus bade do slaik soiie my aireLst. 
Beliue I was releuit of euerie band, 
Vprais the court, and all the parlour ceist. 

Tho sat I doun lawlie vpon my kne. 
At command of prndent Calliope, 
Jeildand Yeuua thaukis ane thousand syith, 
For sa hie freindship, and merciful! pietie, 
Excelland grace, and greit humanitie. 
The quhilk to me trespassour did schu kyith. 
I the forgiuB, (quod scho) than was I blyith. 
Doun on ane stock I set me suddauelie 
At hir command, and wrait thia lay alswyith, 

Vnwenmait wit deliuerit of dangaii', 
Maist happeiie deliuerit fra the snuir, 
Eeleuit fr e of ■seruice and bondage, 
&pell dolour, expell diseisis aair, 
Auoid displesure, womenting and cair, 
Eessaue plesance, and do thy sorrow swage, 
Behald thy glaid freache lustie grene curiige, 
Seioyce amid thir louera but dispair, 
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Prouide ane place to plant thy tender age, 
In lestand blis to remane and repair. 

Quha is in welth 1 Quha is weiU fortunait ? 
Quha is in pietie disseuerit £ra debait 1 
Quha leuis in hope ? Wha leuis in esperance ? 
Quha standis in grace ] Quha standis in firme estait ? 
Quha is content, reioycit air or lait 1 
Or quha is he that fortoun dois auance 1 
Bot thow that is replenischit of plesance, 
Thow hes comfort, all weilfair delicait, 10 

Thou hes glaidnes, thow hes the happie chance, 
Thow hes thy will, thow be nocht desolait 

lucres in mirthfull consolatioun, 
In joyous sweit imaginatioun, 
Abound in lufe of perfite amouris. 
With diligent trew deliberatioun, 
Eander louingis for thy saluatioun 
Till Venus, and vnder her guerdoun all houris 
Kest at all eis, but sair or sitefull schouris, 
Abide in quiet, maist constant weilfair, 20 

[Be glaid and lycht now in thy lusty flouris] 
Vnwemmit wit deliuerit of dangeir. 

This lay was red in oppin audience ' 
Of the musis and in Venus presence. 
I stand content ; thou art obedient. 
Quod Calliope, my companioun and defence. 
Venus said eik it was sum recompence 
For my trespas, I was sa penitent, 28 
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And with that word all suddanelie scho weut. 

Id ane instant scho and Mr court was hence, ^ 

3it still abaid thir mueis on the bent. 

Inclinand than, I said, CaUiope, 
My protectour, my help and my supplie, ; 

My souerane lady, my redemptioun. 
My mediatour, quhen I was dampnit to die, 
I sail beaeik the godlie maieatie. 
Infinite tliankia, laiide, and benisoun 
3ow til] acquite, according 30UT renouu ; 10 

It langis Docht my possibilitie, 
Till recompance ten part of this guei'douu. 

Glou^ honour, laude, and reuerence conding, 
Quha may forjeild jow of sa hie ane thiog, 
And in that part jour mercie I imploir, i 

Submitting me my lifetime induring, ^ 

Jour pleaure and mandate till obeyaing. 
Silence (said acho) I haue aneuch heirfoir, 
1 will thow wend and vesie wonderis moir. 
Than Bcho me hes betaucht in keiping 20 

Of ane sweit nimplie maist faithful] and decoir. 

Ane hors I gat maist richelie beeene. 
Was harneist all with wodbind leuis grene. 
Of the same sute the trappours law doun hang, 
Ouir bim I straid at command of the queue, 
Tho samin forth we ryding all bedene, 
Als swift as thocht with mony a merie sang, 
My niiuphe idwayis conuoyit me of thrang, 28 
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Amid the musis to se quhat thay wald mene, 
Quhilks sang and playit bot neuer a wreist 3eid wraiig. 

Throw countreis seir, holtis and roches hie, 
The ftoetoun Ouir vaiUs, planis, woddis, wallie sey, 
^***' Ouir fludis fair, and mony strait montane, 
We war caryit in twinkling of ane eye. 
Our horsis flaw, and raid nocht, as thocht me. 
Now out of France tursit in Tuskane, 
Now out of Flanders heich vp in Almane, 
Now into Egypt, now into Italie, 1 

Now in the realme of Trace, and now in Spane. 

The hie montanes we passit of Germanie, 
Ouir Appennynus deuydand Italie, 
Ouir Ryne, the Pow, and Tiber fludes fair, 
Ouir Alpheus, by Pyes the riche cietie, 
Vnder the eirth, that enteris in the see, 
Ouir Rone, ouir Sane, ouir France, and eik ouir Lair, 
And ouir Tagus the goldin sandit riuair. 
In Thessalie we passit the mont Oethe, 
And Hercules in sepulture fand thair. 20 

Thair went we ouir the riuer Peneyus, 
In Sicill eik we passit the mont Tmolus, 
Pleneist with saiffron, honie, and with wyne, 
The twa toppit famous Pemasus, 
In Trace we went out ouir the mont Emus, 
Quhair Orpheus leiiit his harmonie maist fyne, 
Ouir Carmelus quhair twa prophetis deuyne 27 
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Bemanit, Hellas and Ueliseus, 

Fra quhome theordour of Carmelites come sync. 

And nixt vnto the land of Amajon, 
In hiust we past the flude Termodyon, 
And ouir the hudge >iill that hecht Mynas, 
We raid the hill of Bacchua Citheron, 
And Olympus the mont of Macedon, 
Quhilk semis heich vp in the heuiji to pas, 
In that countrie we raid the flude Melas, 
Quhais water makls quhite scheip blak anone, 
In Europe elk we raid the flude Thanaa. 

We raid the swift riuer Sparthiades, 
The flude of Surry Achicorontes, 
The hill sa full of wellis cleipit Yda, 
Armenie hillis, and Hude Euphrates, 
The flude of Nyle the precious flude Ganges, 
The hill of Sicill ay bimaud Ethua, 
And ouir the mont of Phrigie Dindama, 
Hallowit in honour of the mother goddee, 
Gauld Caucasus we past in Sythia. 

We past the fludis of Tigris and Phiaon, 
Of Thrace the riuers Hebrun and Strymon, 
The mont of Modan and the flude Jordane, 
The facund well and hill of Helicon, 
The mont Erix, the well of Acheron, 
Baith dedicate to Venus in certane. 
We past the hilt and desert of Libane, 
Oiur mout Cinthua quhair god Appollo schono, 
Straicht to the musis cabalhne fontane. 
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Beside that cristall well sweit and degest, 
Thame to repois, thair hors refresche and rest, 
Alichtit doiin thir musis cleir of hew. 
The companie all haiUelie leist and best, 
Thrang to the well to drink quhilk ran southwest, 
Throw out ane meid quhair alkin flouris grew, 
Amang the laif ful fast I did persew 
To drink, hot sa the greit preis me opprest. 
That of the water I micht not taste a drew. 

Oar horsis pasturit in ane plesand plane, 1 

Law at the fute of ane fair grene montane. 
Amid ane meid schaddowit with ceder treis, 
Saif fra all heit, thair micht we weiU remane. 
All kinde of herbis, flouris, frute, and grane, 
With euerie growand tre thair men micht cheis, 
The beriall stremis rinnand ouir stanerie greis 
Made sober noyis, the schaw dinnit agane 
For birdis sang, and sounding of the beis. 

The ladyis fair on diuers instrumentis. 
Went playand, singand, dansand ouir the bentis, 20 
Full angellike and heuinlie was thair soun. 
Quhat creature amid his hart imprentis. 
The fresche bewtie, the gudelie representis. 
The merie speiche, fair hauingis, hie renoun 
Of thame, wald set a wise man half in swoun, 
Thair womanlines wryithit the elementis, 
Stoneist the heuin, and all the eirth adoun. 

The warld may not considder nor discriue 
The heuinlie joy, the blis I saw beliue, 29 
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Sa meffabill, alione my wit aa hie ; 
I will na mail thairon my foirheid riue, 
Eot breiflie forth my febill proces drinc. 
Law in the meid ane pal3eoim picht I se, 
Maist gudliest, and richest that micht be ; 
My gouemour ofter than times fiue, 
Vnto that hald to pas comniaiidit me. 

Swa finallie Btraicht to that royall steid, 
In fellowachip with my leidar I jeid ; 
We enterit sone, the portar was not thra, ^ 
Tliair waB na stopping lang demand nor pleid, 
I kneilht law, and vnheildit my heid, 
And tho I saw our ladyis twa and twa, 
Sittand on deissis, familiars to and fra 
Seruand tliame fast with ypocraa and meid, 
Delicait meitis, dainteis seir alswa. 



Greit was the preis, the feist royall to sene, 
At eis thay eit with interludis betwene, 
Gaue problewmia seir, and mony fair demandis, 
Inquyrand quha beat in their times had bene, 
Quha traist louers in Instie jeiriH grene, 
Sum said this way, and sum thairto ganeatandis, 
Than CsJliope, Guide to nppeir commandis, 
I My clerk (quod schq) of register bedene, 
[ Declfur qiiha war maist worthie of thair handU. 

With law rere crow nit at hir commandement, 
Vpstude this poeit digest and eloquent. 
And schew the fatis of Hercules the strung. 
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We w Uw finaU cad if on InitaOl, 
Amid an« pUiw a plcauid rodic to waiD, 
Anil eaent? wicfat &> w« Uut ddtt had ante. 
Thankaiid greit God. their hetdis lav deosiU. 

With singing, Uuching, meiines and pUr, 
Viito this roche wc ryden forth the way, 
Ni)w mair to write for Prir tnmblis my pen, 
I'lie hart may not think uor mannis tonng eay. 
The eir nocht heir, nor jit the eye se may, 
tt may not be ima^nit i^ith men, I 

The heuiiilie hlis, the perfite joy to ken, 
Qiihilk now I saw, the hundreth part aU day 
I micbt not scfaaw, thocht I liad toungis ten. 

Tlifiulit all my members toungis war on raw, 
I war not abill the thousand fauld to schaw, 
Quhairfoir I fcir ocUt farther mair to write, 
For quhidder I this in saull or bodie eaw, 
Tliat Wiut 1 nocht, bot he that all dois knaw, 
The greit God wwt, in euerie thing perfite, 
Eik gif I wald this auisioun indite, 3 

Janglaria suld it bakbite, and stand nane aw. 
Cry out on dremis quMlka are not worth ane mite. 

Scnthia till mo all veritie be kend, 
I repute better thus to mak ane end, 
1'h»ii otht to eay that sold heiraris engreif ; 
On vthor side thocht tbay me vilipend, 
I ciiiiHiitder prudent folk will commend 
I'll'' verilie. an>\ sii: jangling repreif, 




With quh»ia correctioun, support and raleif, 
Furth to proceid, this proces I pretend, 
Traistand in God my purpois to escheif. 

Howbeit I may not euerie circiimBtance 
Eeduce perfitelie in remembrance, 
Myne ignorance yt sum part aall deuise, 
Tuitching this sicht of heuinlie aweit plesance. 
Now amptie pen write forth thy lustie chance, 
Schaw wonderia feill, auppois thow be not wise, 
Be diligent and ripelie the auiae. 
Be quick and schairp voidit of variance, 
Be sweit, and caus not gentill hartis grise. i - 
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TBE THEID PART. 

^ E lajias nine be in my adiutorie, _ 

Thai mud me se this bfis and perfite 
gbiie, 
, Teirfw me jcur facand castis eloqnent, 
Lfjroea recent scliairp&esche memorie, 
Aad CBM ■» dewtie dQ indite this stone, ~~ 

S«a gnluaat stoUms in mj- br«i^ imprent, 
TM mJ: like beinn bowxam and attent, 

e with jour loir, 
i )ow thiurfoii. 

Kow bmftir to MJ paqxHS for till gone. 
About ibe bill Ujr vafis moaj one, 
And to the hicfat bol Mte p»BBage ingnne, 
Hevin in the nxlie uf slid t»d marbell stone, 
Aguie the ^ooe like to the ^as it schoiie, 
Thf «s>:«Dc« <nn iae, and stnut for till consaue. 
Jit titan ihir ma^ gudelie and suaue, 
Ali^tit doun and chun the roche in hie, 
With all the rout, outtane my utmphe and I. 

Still ai the billis fut« we twa abaid. 
Hum snddaaWie my keijiar to me said, 
Awvud galland ; than for Teir I quoik. 
Be not iLl&«)-it, 9clio said, be not dismiud. 
And with that irord rp the strait rod abraid, 
I fnlhiwil Tast, scho be the hand me tuUc, 
Jit dwrsl 1 iieiier for dreid behind me luik. 
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Witli mekill pane thus clam I neir the liioht, 
Quhair suddanelie I saw aiie grialie sicht. 

As we approcliit Deir tlie hillis heid, 
Ane terribill sewch bimand in Hammis reid, 
Abhominabill, and how aa hell to aee, 
All full of brintstane, pick, and bulling leid, 
Quhair mony wrotchit creature lay deid, 
Aud miserabill catiues jellaiid loud on hie, 
I saw, quhilk den micht weill compairit be 
Til! Xanthus the flude of Troy sa schill, 10 

Bimand at Venus best contrair Achill. 

Amid our passage lay this vglie aicht, 
Nocht braid but sa horribiU to euerie wicht, 
That all the warld to pas it suld haue dreid. 
Weil I considderit na vppermair I micht. 
And to discend sa hiddeous was the hicht, 
I durst not auenture for this eird on breid, 
Trimbland I stude with teith chatterand gude speid, 
My nymphe beheld my cheir, and said let be, 
Thow sail nocht aill, and lo the cause (quod sche). 20 

To me thow art commit, I sail the keip, 
Tliir pieteouB pepill amid this laithlie deip, 
War wretchis quhilts in lustie jeirie fair, 
Pretendit thame till hie honour to creip, 
Bot suddaneLe thay fell on sleuthfull sleip, i. 

FoUowand plesance drownit in this loch of cair, '" 

And with tliat word scho hint me be the hair, 
Caryit me till the hillis heid anone. 
As Abacuk was brocht in Babylone. 29 
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■ pUce folk tot to tn^e^ 
Thair vhbbIh^ wuffpaii nor^ raAige, 
iBliMmihill fclk I anr Sottennd in feir, 
QKkSk podM OB the valtennd wsSis wvir. 
Asd MCTBiffip I nv ane faistie fasige, 
Oninet vi^ "T^ and nonj stotvie charge. 

Tim gadclie arweD taiUh tnist on raw. 
With Uanadiite ttiQ milk qnbite as ony uuw, 
Ridit soa^ ticbt, aad wonder sbvi^te beildit^ 
Wae oa the baiidin waUid qaite oniithnir, 
Contiwiooslie the bo^tcoos wind did Uaw 
In babbis thik, that ra schtpis sail micht weild it. 
Xow sank scbo law, now hie to henin vpheildiL 
At enerie part gwa sey and windis draif, 
QnhiD on ane sand the sdup did brist and claif. 

It was ane pieteous thing, alaik, alaik. 
To heir the duIefhU cir, (juhen that scho straik, 29f 
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Maiat lamentabill the pereist folk to se, 
Sa fameist, drowkit, mait, forwrocht and walk. 
Sum on an plank of fir tre, and sum of aik, 
Sum hang vpon a taklll, sum on ane tre. 
Sum fra thair grip aone weschin with the see, 
Part drownit, part to the roche fleit or awam, 
On raipis or burdia, sine vp the hill thay clam. 

Tho at my uimphe breiflie I did inquire, 
Quhftt signiiyit that feirfiill wonders seir. 
3one multitude (said acho) of pepill drownit, 
Ar faithles folk, quhilka quhill thay ar heir, 
Mifiknawis God and foUowia thair pleseir, 
Quhairfoir thay sail in endles fire be brint. 
3 one lusbie achip thow aeis pereiat and tint, 
In quhome jone pepill maid ane perrellous race, 
Scho hecht the Carweil of the State of Grace. 

3e bene aU borne the sonnis of ire, I ges, 
Sine throw baptisme gettiu grace and faithfulnea. 
Than in jone carweil aurelie je remane. 
Oft stormeated with this warldis bmkilnes, 
Quhill that je fall in sin and wretchitnes, 
Than Bchip brokin sail je drown in endles pane. 
Except be faith je find the plank agane 
Be Chriat, wirking gude warkis I vnderstand, 
Kemane thairwith, tbir sail jow bring to land. 

This may suffice, (said scho) tiiitcband this pail ; 
Returne thy heid behald this vther art, 
Considder wonders and bo vigilant, 
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That thow may better endyten efterwart, 
ITiiiigs quhiUcia I sail the schaw or we depart, 
Tliow sail haue fouth of sentente and not scant, 
Thair ia na welth nor weilfair thow Ball want, 
The greit Palice of Honour thow sail ae, 
Lift vp thy held, behald that sicht {quod ache). 

At hir command I raiait hie on hwht, 
My visage till behald that heuinlie sicht, 
Bot to discriue this mater in effek, 
ImpoBsibill war till ony eirdlie wicht, 
It tranacendis far abone my micht 
That I with ink may do bot paper blek, 
I mon draw furth the )ok lyia on my nek, 
As of the place to eay my leude auise, 
Pleneist with plesance like to paradlce. 

I saw ane plane of peirles pulchritude, 
Quhairin aboundit alkin thingis gude 
Spyca, wine, come, oyle, tre, fnite, flour, herbie gr 
All fouUis, beistis, birdis, and alkin fiide. 
All maner flachea baith of sey and fiude 
War keipit in pondis of poleist siluer scheiie. 
With purifyit water as of the criatall clene, 
To noy the small, the greit beistis had na will, 
Nor rauenoua foulia the lytill volatiiL 



Still in the sessoun all things remanit thair, 
FerpetuaJlifi but outher noy or sair, 
Ay rypit war baith herbie, fi-uto and flouris. 
Of euerie thing the names to detlair 
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Vnto my febill wit vnpossihill wair, 

Amid the meld repleit with sweit odouris, 

A palice stude with mony royall towris, 

Quhair kymcllis quent, feil turettis men micht find, 

And goldin fauis waifand with the wliid. 

PinnakilJis, fyeUis, tumpekkis mony one. 
Gilt birneist torris, quiiLk like to Phebus schone, 
Skarament, reprise, oorbell, and battellingis, 
riil3ery, bordouris of mony precious stone, 
Subtile muldrie wrocht mony day agone, 10 

On bnttereis, jalme, pillaris and plesand springis. 
Quick imagerie vrith mony lustie singis, 
Thair micht be aene, and mony worthie wichtis, 
Befoir the jet arrayit all at richtis. 

Fuitli past my nimphe, I foliowit subsequent, 
Straicht throw the plane to the firat waird we went 
Of the palice, and enterit at the port, 
Thair saw we mony ataitlie tomament. 
Lands brokin, knichtia laid on the bent, 
Plesand pastance, and mony lustie sport, 20 

Thair saw we ala, and sum time battell mort. 
All thir (quod sclio) on Venus semice vaikis. 
In deidis of armia for thair ladyis saikiH. 

Vesyand I stude the principall place but peir, 
That heuinlie PuJice all of criatall cleir, 
Wrocht as me thocht of poleist beriall stone. > 

Bosiliall nor Oliab, but weir, 

"lilk suncta sanciorum maid maist riche and deir, 28 
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Nor he that wrocht the t«mpUl of Salomon , 
Nor he that beildit the royaU Yliou, 
Nor he that forgit Darius sepulture, 
Culd not performe sa craftdUe ane core. 

Studiand heiron my nimphe ^'Dt<l me epak. 
Thus in a stair, quhy standig thow stiipifak, 
Goiund all day, and nathing hes vesite. 
Thow art prolixt, in haist retume thy bak, 
Oa efber me and gnde attendance tak, 
Quhat now thow seia, luik efterwart thow «Tite, 
Thow sail behald all Yenu? blis perfite. 
Thairwith scho till ane garth did me conaoy, 
Qubair that 1 saw aueuch of perfite Joy. 

Amid ane throne with stanb riche ouirfret 
And clait)) of gold Lady Venim was set, 
By hir, Mr acne Cupide quhilk nathing seis, 
Quhair Mars enterit ua knawledge micht I get, 
Bot straicht befoir Venus visage but let, 
Stude emeraut etages twelf, grene precious greis, 
QuhairoB thair grew thre curious goldin treis, 
Vpstandand weill the goddes face befome, 
Ane fiur mirrour be thame quentlie ypbome. 

Quhairof it makit was I haue oa feiQ, 
Of beriaU, cristoll, glas or bimeist steQl, 
Of diamant, or of the carbunkill gem, 
Quhat thing it was, define may I not weill, 
Bot all the bordour circulnir euerie deill. 
Was plait of gold, cais, stok, and i-tter hem. 
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With verteoiis status picht that blude wald stem. 
For qaha, that woundit was in the tornament, 
Wox haill fra he vpon the mirrour blent. 

This royall relick sa riche and radious, 
8a poleist, pleeand, purifjdt and precious, 
Quhais bounteis half to write I not presume, 
Thairon to se was sa delitlous. 
And sa excelland schaddowis gracioue, 
Surmounting far in brichtnes to my dome, 
The coistlie subtell Bpectakill of Rome, 
Or jit the mirrour send to Caoace, ,v , . 

Quhairin men micht mony wonders se. 



In that mirrour I micht se at ane aicht, 
The deidis and fatis of euerie eirdlie wicht. 
All thingis gone like as thay v 
All the creatiounis of the angeUis briclit, 
Of Lucifer the fall for all his micht, 
Adam first maid and in the eirth ysent. 
And Noyes flude thair saw I subsequent, 
Babylon beild, that towre of si 
Of Sodomes the feill subueraioun. 



Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph I saw, 
Homit Moyses with his auld Hebrew law. 
Ten plaiges in Egypt send for thair trospas. 
In the Beid sey with all his court on raw cathHrogB o 

King Pharao drownit, that God wald neuer knaw, JinSwemfn 
I saw qubat wise the sey deuydit was, k^^-It 

And all the Hebrewis dry fute ouir it pas, 28 ^^' 
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Kine in lieeert I saw thiune foartie ^iria. 
Of JtMiie I lAW th« wortbie weiris. 

Of Judicum the battdlis Atrang anone, 
1 saw of Jephte, mid of Gedeone, 
Of Amnlvcli tlie cniell homicide, 
The wunderfull workis of doachtie duke Samsoiie. 
Quhilk sh'w n tliousand with ane asses bone, 
Ui-iil letnjiUlU down and ;ettis in his pride. 
Of quhaiB Btrenth memrellis this warld sa wide, 
I »aw duk(< Songor th^ with mony a knok. 
Sex hundreth men alew with ane pleucbis sok. 

The prophet Samuel saw I in that glas, 
Anoyntit king Saull, quhais sone Jonathas, 
I saw vincus ane greit oist him allane, 
3oung Dauid sla the grislie Golyas, 
Quhais apeir heid wecht thre hondreth vuces was, 
Jesbedonab the gyant mekill of mane, 
Lay be the handis of michtie Dauid slane, 
With Gngers sex on atlier hand but weir, 
Dauid I Ba)v slay baith lyoun and beir. 

This Dauid elk at ane onset a stound, 
Aucht hnndreth men I saw him bring to ground, 
With him I saw Banayae the atrang, 
Quhilk twa lyounis of Moab did confound, 
And gaue the stalwart Ethiop deidis wound. 
With his awin apeir that of his hand he thrang. 
Vnabositlie this campioun saw I gang, 
In a deip cisteme, and thair a lyoun sleuch, 
Quhilk in ane stoime of enaw did hanne aneuch. 
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Of Salomou the wisdome and estait, 
"Thair saw I, and his riche tempUt, God wait. 
His son Eoboam quhillc throw his helte pride. 
Tint all his leigis hartis be bis fait, 
He was to thanie sa outrageous ingrait, 
Of twelf tribes ten did fra him diuide. 
I saw the angell sla be nichtis tide 
Four scoii thousandis of Sennacheriha oist, 
Quhilk come to weir on Jowry with greit boist. 

I saw the Jife of tlie king Ejechy 
ProloDgit XV. jeir, and the prophet Hely 
Amid a fyrie chair to paradice went. 
The etoryis of Esraa and of Neemy, 
And Daiiiell in the lyounis caue saw I, 
For he the dragoun slew, Bel brak and schent, 
The children thre amid the fomace sent, 
I saw the traiismigratioun in Babylon, 
I And baith the builds of Paralipomenon. 

I I saw the halie archaugell Raphaell, 

pMarie Sara the doucbter of Raguell 
On Thobias for his just fathers eaik. 
And bind the cruell deuill that was sa fell, 
Quhilk slew hir seuin first husbands as thay tell ; 
And how Judith Holiphemes heid of straik, 
By nichtis tyde, and fred hir toun fra wraik. 
Jonas in the quhaillis wombe dayis thre, 
hot furth sine I saw at Niuiue. 

Of Job I saw the patience maist degest. 
't Alexander I saw the greit conquest, 



Co 
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Qtthilk in twrlf jura vaa neir this warld od Lreid. 

Aad of AbUuooh tlie gnat mrest, 

How- tynttbe it Jowiie all opprest, 

Of MachahfBa fsO vumj ase knichtlie deid. 

Thai girt all Greee and %ypt st&nd in dreid. 

In qnet hfock hk lealine throw his prowes. 

I sam hk fantliar S^mioa and Jonathas. 



' naiBt TDnhie quhil thair da,yia raog. 
OriWbM c& I aw the vdris Un^ 
<)akarT>il«Halkoes]ew fiftieknicbtis; H 

Baa- faalbe of Grcce die aunpiotmis straDg, 
Al hai the tmr oTlaudtheid in that thrang 
Pliajit wa^ qjtikiD Tlkeseos with his micbtis, 
Th» Mw aind Cnvm wan tor all his alichtis. 
Thav nv I bow, m Statins dois tell, 
Aafkiorai the fawc^ sank to helL 

TW EulkM hdjris of Gteee I micht considder. 
In cbHUi bh^ aU baiiArte pas b^der, 

^ -^-^j milMbca aqge fra thair kwdk war slain ; 

^~"' BAM |a mn that caBk bdjis lidder, 30 

AbA Ikhft of laitastqahatkindiMabrocht tliem bidder, 
()«lul tnalh and tgSe did in thair bieigts mnaae, 
1 tnaat ja sal nil in m writ a^ne 
b »M iwlMa an Moagr «f ate CMutance. 
PmsM thurl^ weoKO ar till auance. 

Of duk* Piritbous the spousage in that tide, 
Qnhair tlM OMtaoiis reA away the bride, 
liiiur Hiw I. and thair battel! budge to se. 26 
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And Hercules quhais renoun walkis wide. 
For Ixiona law by Troyia side, 
Faiicht and ouircome a monstour in the eey, 
For quhilk, (quhen his rewaird deDjit waa) he 
Mtud the first seige and the destructioun 
I Of michtie Troy, quhylum that royall toiin. 

I To win the fleia of gold tho saw I sent 
' Of Grece the nobillis with Jason consequent, 
Haill thair conqueist, and all Medeas slichtis. 
How for Jason Ypsiphile waa schent, 
And how at Troy as thay to Colchos went, 
Greikis tholit of king Laomedon greit vnrichtis, 
Quhairfoir Troy destroyit was be thair michtis, 
Isdona reuiat and Laomedon slane, 
L Bot Priamus restorit the toun agana 

P The judgement of Paris saw I sine, 
That gaue the apill as poetis can define 
Till Venus, as goddes maist gadlie, 
And how in Grece he reuischit queue Helene, 
Quhairfoir the Greikis with thair greit nauie, 
Full mony thousand knichtis hastelie, 
Thame till reuenge saOlit towart Troy in hy, 
I saw how be Vlises with greit joy, 
Quhatwiae Achill was found and brocht to Troy. 

The cruell battellis, and the dintis atrang, 
The greit debait, and eik the weiris lang 
At Troyia seige, the mirronr to me achew, 
Hustenit ten jeiris Greikis Troianie amang, 
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And ftUiiT parti« set full uft iu thnug, 
Cjuhair that Hector did douchtie deiilia anew, 
Quhill frimi Achil Wth him and Troylus slew, 
The greit hors maid I saw, and Troy sine tint, 
And fair Ylion all in tiambis brint. 

Sine out of Troy, I saw the fugitiues, 
I Bow thai EnenH as Virgill Weill discriues. 
In cdiintmis seir was be the seyis rage 
Bewauit ofi, and how that he arriues 
With all his Ante but danger of thair Hues. 
And how thay war resset baith man and page 
Bv quene Dido remanand in Carthage; 
And how Eueas sine, as tliat Ihay tell. 
Went for to seik his father doun iu hell. 

Ouir Stix the flude I saw Eneas fair, 
Quhair Charon was the busteotu ferriar, 
The Slides four of hell thair micht I se. 
The folk in jiane, the wayis clrcidalr, 
Tlw wclterand stone wirk Sisipho mich cair, 
And all tlie plesance of the camp Elise, 
Qiihair auld Anchisea did commoun with Enee, 
And schew bo line all his successioun. 
Tins ilk Ennas maist famous of renoun. 

I saw to goddes mak the sacrifice, 
Qtthaimf Ui« ordour and maner to deuise 
War ouir jmiUxt, and how Eneas syne, 
WVut tv (he schip. and eik I saw quhat nise. 
All hit iMutr greit hounger did supprise. 
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How he in ItiUie fliiallie with greit pyne, 
Arryuit at the strandis of Lauyne, 
And how he faucht weiU baith on landis and seyis. 
And Tumua slew the king of Eutileia. 

Rome saw I beildit first be Romulus, 
And eilt how lang as writes Liuiua, 
The Romane kingis abone the pepill rang. 
And how the wickit proud Tarquinius, 
With wife and bamis be Brutus Juuius 
War exylit Rome for thair insufferabill wrang, 1 
Bot all the proces for to schaw war lang, 
How chaist Lucroce the gudliest and best 
Be SextuB Tarquine was cruellie oppreat. 

The Punik battellis in that mirrour cleir, 
Betwene Carthage and Romanis mony jeir 
I saw, becaus Eneas pleteous 
Fled fra Dido be admonitiocnis seir, 
Betwene thir pepill rais ane laugsum weir j 
I saw how worthie Marcus Regulua, 
Maist vailjeand, prudent, and victorious, 2 

Howheit he micht at libertie gone fre. 
For commoun profile cheisit for to die. 

Tullua SeruiliuE douchtie in hia daw, 
And Marcus Curtius eik in the mirrour I saw, 
Quhilk throw his stoutnes in the fyrie gap 
For commoun profite of Rome himself did thraw, 
Richt vnabaiaitlie hauand na dreid nor aw, 
Mountit on hors, vnannit thairiu lap ; '2i 
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And H&niiiball I taw be &ull h^ 
Win contrair Romanis mony &ir victorie, 
Qnhill Scipio eclipeit aD hie ^one. 

This woTthie Scipio cleipit Aphricuie, 
I saw vincus this Hannibdl in pUne, 
Anil Carthage bring vnto finaD mine, 
And sine to Rome conquerit the realme of SfMUie, 
How king lugurtha hes liis brether Blane, 
Thair saw I eik, and of his weir the fine. 
Richt Weill I saw the battellia intestine 1 

Of Catilina and of Lentulns, 
And betwene Pompey and Cesar Jnlins. 

And breiflie euerie famoos donchtie deid. 
That men in atorie may se, or chronikill rrad, 
1 micht behald in that mirrour ezpree; 
The miserie, the cruel tie, the dreid, 
Pane, sorrow, wo, baith wretehitnra and neid. 
The greit inuy, couetous dowhilnes, 
Tuilchand warldlie vnfaithfull brukilnes. 
I saw the feind fast folkis to vices tyst, 3 

And all the cumming of the Antechrist. 

Plesand debaitmentis qnha ea richt reportis, 
Thair micht be sene, and all maner disportia, 
Tlie falconnis for the riuer at thair gdt, 
Newand the fonllia wi periado mortis, 
Layand thame in be companeis and sortiB, 
And at the plunge part saw I handillit hait. 
The werie hunter besie air and lait, 21 
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With quetitiDg hoimdis seirdiing to and fm. 
To hunt the hart, the hair, the da, the ra. 

I Baw Raf Coiljear with Ms thrawin brow, 
Craibit Jobne the Reif, and auld Cowkewyis sow ; 
And how the wran came out of Ailssay j 
And Peirs Plewman that maid his workmen fow ; 
Greit Gowmakmome and Fyn Makcoul, and how 
Thay auld be goddis in Ireland as they say ; 
Thair saw I Maitland vpon auld Beird Gray ; 
Kobene Hude, and GUbert with the quhite hand, 10 
How Hay of Nauchtotm flew in Madin land. 

Tlie nigromansie thair saw I eik anoae. 
Of Benytas, Bongo, and Freir Bacone, " 

With mony subtUl point of jnglary ; 
Of Flanders peia maid mony precious stone. 
Ane greit laid sadill of a siehing bone, 
Of ane nutemug they maid a monk in hy, 
Ane paroche kirk of ane penny py ; 
And Benytas of ane mussill maid ane aiji, 
With mony vther subtill mow and jaip. 20 

And achortlie to declair the veritie. 
All plesand paalauce and gainmis that micht be. 
In that mirrour war present to my sicht ; 
And as I wonderit on that greit fiirlie, 
Venus at last, in turning of her eye, 
Knew Weill my face, and said, be Goddis micht, 
Je bene welcum my presonar to this hicht, 
How paaeil thow (quod echo) this hiddeous deip 1 
Madame (quod I) I not mair than ane Beheip. 39 
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THX fALKX or BONOCR. 




Bml 



aB leddf to fklilL 




WiO. waO, (aid adw) thr "ill is sufficent, 
Of tkf hav^^ ^Hvcr I ttaod content. 

e m ttmi ane boiJc scbo hint, 
■ w» WUBclit ado or I went, 
d Me IB be abe&nt, 

sn than quite tint, 
1 pnaaiat hvlanaU or scho mid stint, 
TW fcuk neaaand, tUno my core to preif, 
w, l&wlir I tnik mj lei£ 



■f i^tato ToitckaKl this boik penuentore je saD heir. 
Weft i3<nt tiflH cAer. qahea I huie mair laseir. 

My iiia|ilM in kaist aeho biat me be the hand. 

And W we sunjm walkit fiiitfa in feir, 

I the dedair (qood sdio) jone Blirrour cleir, 
TiwAaiw ii The qohilk Otaw txw befotr Dame Venus stand, 
YwwT" Signifyis na thing ellis to vnderEtand, 
■•■" Bot the greit bewtie of thir ladyis f&cis, 

Qohaiiin louers thinks ihay behald all graces. 



I 



Scho ue conuoyit finallie to t«Il, 
With greit plesaoce straicht to tlie riche castell, 29 
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fi" 


Quhair mony saw I preia to get ingres, 


TT,.P»li«„( 


Thair saw I Sinon and Achitophell, 


hS'"' 


Preissand to dim the wallis, and how they fell. 




Lucius Catiline saw I thair expr&s, 


vid"u^'/.dS 


In at an windo preia till haue entres, 


^tiu^^" 


Bot suddanelie TuUius come with ane built. 




And straik him doun quhill all his chaftis quoik. 




Fast climmand vp thay lustie waUia of stone, 




I saw Jugurtha and tressonatiill Tryphone, 




Bot thay na grippis thair micht hald for slidder. 


10 hF 


Preissand to clim atude thousandia mony one. 




And to the ground thay fall in euerie one. 




Than on the wall ane garitour I considder, 




Proclamand loud that did thair hartis swidder ; 




Out on all falsheid the mother nf euerie vice, 


Folichei] me 


Away inuy and birnand couetice. 


mmlerofal 


That garitour tho, my nimphe vnto me tald, 




Was cleipit Lawtie, keipar of that hald 




Of hie honour, and thay pepiU outschet, 




Swa preissand thame to clim quhylum war bald, 


20 


Richt verteous ^oung, bot fra time thai wox aid. 




Fra honour haill on vice thair minde is set. 




Now sail thow go (quod scho) atraicht to the jet 




Of this Palice, and enter hut offence. 




For the portar is cleipit Patience. 


Paiien.^ 


The michtie prince, the greitest empreour, 


Thediii^rip- 


Of jone Palice (quod acho) hecht hie Honour, 


IMnMOfhio 


^^—Quhome to doia aeme mony traist officiair. 


™ rszs 



K rAUCK OF HOKOPK. 



^0t f^ Choitie at gadHiMs the floor, 

'^ '^ It MMfa* hwwfciH ID )Du auun towr. 



B ddkii of dHBt and adiieal»rk. 



ffii 






__ _^__ «f Ub chrimer OMfiie ami ewiti. 
hiM, ^nt B«t, oft walkk *p and doan. 
In tin )mhJkmi^nAfd& at Ktuma, 
Ttmpenmtx m caft Ui neit to bust and preif, 
vwcr, that na vidtt hst lo greif^ 

aewar becht V«t«ni« discipline, 

lleitie m oopper and miik wefll his wine. 

Qs Aifrfair k cJeipit Comdeiice, 
Qahilk teaa ikeid wiD praunnee &la sentence. 
[I - With him ar i—marii. four of ane asBODt, 
fS^^^ SbcM. PndoMe, Jnetiire, Sapience, 
I*—- Qahnkx to aa wicht hat in commit offence ; 
^^<a The dbcUier ndlia and th« kingis lent 

As aoditonis thajr ouiise qoLat is spenL 
I^abonm dOigenoe, Gnde warkis, Clene leuing, 
Is and catooris to jone king. 



Gnde hope remains euer amang 3oue sort, 
Ane fine menfitraiU with mony mow and sport, 
^ n,^. And Ptede is the kingis almoseir, 
Jp^ Sine Fortitude, the ricbt i^nha list report, 
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la Lieutenajid all wretchis to comfort. 
The kingis mui3eoim rouudand in his eir, 
Hecht Veritie, did neuer leill man deir, 
And achortlie euerie vertaw and pleaance, 
Is Bubiect to 3one kiiigia oboysance. 

Cum on (aaid acho) this ordinance to ve-site. 
Than past we to titat criataJl palice qnliite, 
Quhair I abaid the entrie to behold, 
I bad na mail of plesance nor delite. 
Of lustie sicht, of joy and bliu perfite, 
Nor mair weilfair to haue abone the mold, 
Than for to se that jet of binieiat gold, 
Quliairon thair was maist curionfilie ingraue, 
All naturall thingis men may in eird conaaue. 

Tliuir was the eirth ennironit with the sey, 
Quhairon the schippis sailland micht I se, 
The air, the iire, all the four elementis, 
The spheiiia aeuui, and primum mobile. 
The signes twelf perfitehe euerie gre, 
The Zodiak haill as builds represantis, 
The Pole Antartick that euer himself abaentis. 
The Pole Artick and eik the Vrais twane, 
The seuin stamis, Phaton and the Charlewane. 

Thair was ingraue how that Ganamedes 
Was reft till heuin, aa men in Guide reidis. 
And vnto Juppiter maid his cheif butlair. 
The douchteris fair into tliair lustie weidia 
Of Driada, amid the sey but dreidia 




Voateiad hmm ague mj- vill, but kt. 
My wam/kt ■■ ptU aAmt me in wl the jeL 
Qiibit ^■iW ^i^ i^) ha tbam nodit eltis a 
Bat dl t^ vit aad tetMH (o set 
Q* ik doti^ t nl Uw br fair I nnt 
Of Mr hnpF ; bat Ami aaama (ead «dio), 
Lirt tboKV te faifcii, bdnld thune ponder lo, 
Jil ttadie Boebl oav Bckfll a dreid tliow v&rie. 
For I r^—tTT Ae UffineiB in ane brie. 



WhhB that Fabee mae 1 gkt aoe sicht 
Qalwir walkaad vent full ntoaj woithie wicli 
Amid Uw dais, with all tnirtliis to wulL 
For hka PlwbBS vitfa fyrie bejuLi bricht, 
71m* wallk sduuM castand sa greit ane licht, 
It sn&it Hke tfac beain itnperiall ; 
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And as the ceder sunnountia the rammiill 
Id perfite hicht, sa of that court a glance 
Exceidis far all eirdlie vane plesance. 

For loia of sicht considder micht I noeht 
How perfitelie the riche wallis war wrocht ; 
Swa the reflex of chriatall stanis achoae, 
For brichtnes scaralie blenk thairon I mocht ; 
The purifyit sUuer sai-elie as me thooht, 
Inateid of symont was ouir all that wone, 
Jit round about full mony ane b eriall stone. 
And thame coniuactlie jonit fast and quemit, 
The clois was pathit with ailuer aa it semit. 

The durria and the windois all war breddit 
With masaie gold, quhairof the fynea acheddit. 
With birneiat euir baith Palace and towris 
War theikit weill, maist craftelie that cled it. 
For sa the quhitlie blanschit bone ouirspred it, 
Midlit with gold anamaJit all colouris, 
Importurait of birdis and aweit flouria. 
Curious knottis, and mony hie deuiae, 
Quhilks to behald war perfite paradiae. 

And to proceid my nymphe and I furth went, 
Straioht to the hall throwout the PaUce gent. 
And ten stages of topas did ascend. 
Schute was the dure, in at a boir I blent, 
Quhair I beheld the glaidest represent 
That euer in eirth a wretchit catiue kend, 
Breiflie this proees to conclude and end, 



IbMiis ihr ■boF' ^mm «1 m 



Tang "Tul II _ 

''f tr.mhiixxu ail :nhr*.i j* I 

"V «r ul litr vzznik ouui if 




r.nurtiA. jjirm*. nuL i^aisift tar >iiiSiC aiaxxi^ 
Biutti a» iiui ±n tmiii oie Jxail duy 'v^'sni::. 

£ar;imut lar iiu» 'rrui. mmiDticeiE: 

0*1 iiinau jfiiFiiiiu -^tiBBis h I ikm: 

la -»:zr:Mi^, '"*•» !iis irfhrne^ jcamB 

Ht^ 4mi;f> Hf ii'.im. nut "irrHsn: iH sit wiuk . 

Tlwur -ay I -iCiil in farimi Trtci mimir riuuriTntL 

^^1.1./. iz -oi* laftt 317 ajDipcii* -rp iisf nie ^?affi*hn 10 



5nr.<^ vi*a 2r»in oaae. wak wsmaicziur anri 

VpK^id mr !u^ &> ^aJc ZjU: KafLnna azr. 

f<'^ ''/ my hf«* ^tO *r,adfr in grot despitr. 

M^ till »«r;;Jlc ^y WM thiz larij b^ras. 

^hill fiir*A»Hft ^at of that drtvUJe swoar. 

I Hwyith ^^ilf^^r/m^j fknd vp min<? "^-ne did ca^t. 

IV m^^ rftAfi ^<j'7od -H:h<»r th^ TTorst L« past. 2? 
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Get vp (scho said) for schame be na cowart, 
My heid in wed thow hes ane wyifes hart, 
That for a plesand sicht was aa mismaid. 
Than all in anger vpon my feit I start ; 
And for hir wordis war sa apirsmart, 
Vnto the nimphe I maid a busteoua braid. 
Carling (quod 1} quhat was 3one that thow said 1 
Soft }ow (said scho) thay are not wyae that stryilis, 
For tirfemen war ay gentill to thair wyifis. 

I am riclit glaid thow art worthin sa wicht, 10 
Laugeir me thocht jow had nouther force nor micht, 
Curage nor will for to haue greuit ane fla. 
Quhat aillit the to fall t (quod I) the sicht 
Of jone goddes grim fyrie visage bricht 
Ouiraet my wit, and all my spreitia ewa, 
I micht not stand; bot waa that suith, 3a, ja. 
Than said the nimphe richt merilie and leuch, 
Now I considder thy mad hart weOl aneueh. 

I win na mair (quod scho) the thn« assay 
With sic plesance, quhilk may tby spreit att'ray, 20 
Jit sail thow se surelie, sen thow art heir, 
My ladyis court in thair gudlie array ; 
For to behald thair mirth cum on thy way. 
Than hand in hand swyith went we furth in feir, 
At a posterne towart the fair herbeir. 
lu that passage full fast at her I franit, 
rQuhat folk thay war within that hall remanit. 

Jone war (said scho) quha sa the richt diacrines, 
■aist vailjeand folk and verteoua in thair lines, 29 
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Now in the court of Honour thay remane 

Verteouslie, and in all pleasance thriues. 

For thay vrith speir, with swordis, and with kniues, 

In just battell war fundin maist of mane. 

In thair promittis thay stude euer finne and plane, 

In thame al)oundit worschip and lawtie, 

lUuminat vriih liberalitie. 

Honour (quod scho) to this heuinlie ring 
Differris richt far fra warldlie goueming, 
Quhilk is bot pompe of eirdlie dignitie, 10 

Geuin for estait of blude, micht, or sic thing; 
And in this countrie prince, prelate, or king, 
Allanerlie sail for vertew honourit be. 
For eirdlie gloir is nocht bot vanitie, 
Tliat as we se sa suddanelie will wend, 
Bot verteous honour neuer mair sail end. 

Behald (said scho) and se this warldis glorie, 
1 wuidiy Maist inconstant, maist slid and transitorie. 
'dfeiunfL**' Prosperitie in eird is bot a dreme, 

Or like as man war steppand ouir ane scoir, 20 

• — Now is he law that was sa hie befoir. 

And he quhylum was borne pure of his deme^ 
Now his estait schynis like the sone heme. 
Baith yp and doun, baith to and fra, we se 
This warld walteris, as dois the wallie sey. 

To papis, bischoppis, prelatis and primaitis, 
Empreouris, kingis, princes, potestatis 
Deith settis the terme and end of all thair hicht ; 28 
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Fra thay be gaiie, let Be quha ou thame waitis 1 

Nathing remanis bot fame of thair estaitia. 

And Eocht ellia bot verteoua warkis richt 

Sail with thame wend ; nouther thair pompe nor micht, 

Ay vertew ringis in lestand honour cleir. 

Remember than that vertew hea na peir. 

For vertew is a thing sa preciouB, 
QnLaiiof the end is sa delicious, 

The warld can not considder qiihat it is. j 

It maids folk perfite and glorious, 
It makis Sanctis of pepill vitious, 
It causis folk ay liue in leetand blis, 
It is the way to hie honour I wis, 
It dantis deith, and euerie vice throw micht ; 
Without vertew, fy on all eirldlie wiuht. 

Vertew is eik the perfite sicker yray, 
And nocht eUis, till lestand honour ay. 
For mony hea sene vitious pepill vphieit. 
And efter sone thair glore vanische away, 
Quhairof exampillis we se this euerie day. i 

His eirdlie pompe is gone quhen that he deit, 
Than is he with na eirdlie freind suppleit 
Saifand veri»w ; Weill is him hes sic a feir I 
Now wil I echaw (quod Bcho) what folk bene hcb-. 

The strangest Sampsoun is into jone hald, 
The forcie puissant Hercules sa bald. 
The feirs Achill, and all the nobillis nyne, 
Scipio Adricane, Pompeius the aid, J 
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^'ther mony quhais D&mu befoir ar tald. 
With thougandk ma than I may heir defync, 
And lastie Iftdyis amid thay lordis syne, 
8«miranua, Thamar, Hippolita, 
Penthessilea, Medea, Zenobia. 

Of thy regioiin jonder bene hoiiourit part. 
The kingis Gregour, Kenneth, and king Robart, 
Witli rther ma that beis not heir reheirait. 
Warj-it (quod scho) ay be thy me^r hart, 
Thow suld have sene had thov biddin in ^one art, 
Quhat wine }one heuinlie companie conaersit. 
*^jj" Wa worth thy febill brane sa sone was persit, 
pan)r«hec Thow micht haue sene remanand quhair thow waa, 
Prjiiia. Aue hudge pepill ptmeist for thair trespas, 

QuhiJks be wilfull manifest arrogance, 
luuyous pride, pretendit ignorance, 
ii[aonin», Foull dowbilnes and diseait vnamendit, 
Euforcis thame thairaelfia to auance 
Be sle falsheid, but lawtie or Constance, 
With, eubtelnes and slichtis now commendit, 
Betraisand folk that neuer to thame offendit, 
And vpheis thameself throw fraudeful lippa, 
Thocht God cans oft thair eirdlie gloir eelipps. 

^i1^™^l^ And uobilJis cummin of honorabill ancestry, 

lilludjn" " Tliair verteous nobilitie settis nocht by, 
JI^jJ^^""" For dishonest viilefull warldlie wayis, 
inm^-*i'' ■^^*i throw corruptit couetons inuy, 
c»iijt Bot he that can be dowhill, nane is set hy. 
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Diasait is wisdome; lawtie, honour away is, 
Richt few or nane takis tent thairto thir dayis. 
And thair greit wrangia to reforme, but let, 
In judgement jone God was jonder set. 

Remanaud jonder thow micht haue liard bcliue, 
Pronouncit the greit sentence diffinitiue, 
Tuitchand this actioun, and the dreidfiill pane 
Execute on trespassouriB jit on liue, 
Swa that tbair malice sail na mair prescriue. 
Madame (quod I) for Goddis sake turne agano, 1 
My spreit desyris to ee tliair torment fane. 
(Quod scho) richt now thair sail thow be reioisit, 
Quhen thow hes tane the air and better appoisit. 

_ Bot first thow sail eonsidder commoditeis 
I Of our garding, bo full of lustie treis, 
" All hie cypres of flewer maist fragrant. 
Our ladyis jonder bissie as the beis, 
The Bweit ftureist flouris of rethoreis 
Giadderia full fast, mony greue tender plant, 
I And with all plesance pleneist is jone haut, 2 

I Quhair precious stanis on treis dois abound, 
I In steid of frute chargeit with peirlia round. 

Vnto that gudlie garth thus we proceid, 
i Quhilk with a large fowsie far on breid 
■Inueronit was, quhair fischeB war anew, 

] water foullis war swemand thair gude speid ; 

'£ out of growand treis thair saw I breid 
' s that hingand be thair nehbis grew, 2 
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t purpoisit euer till haue dwelt in that art, 
~f rethorik cullouria till haue found sum part. 

[ And maist of all my curage was aggreuit, 

s aa Bone I of my dreme eacheuit, 

Kot seand how thay wretchia war torment, 

lat honour mankit and honestie mlBcheuit. 

Glaidlie I wald amid this writ haue breuit, 

i I it sene how thay war slane or Bchent. 

|fiot fra I saw aU this weilfair was went, 

11 mak an end, aittand vnder a tre, 10 

In lande of honour I wrait tbir versis thre. 

hie honour, sweit heuinlie flour degest. 
Gem verteoua, maist precious, gudliest. x 

For hie renouu thow art guerdoun conding, '^ 

Of worschip kend the glorious end and rest, J|| 

But quhome in richt na worthie wicht may lest. 
Thy greit puissance may maist auance all thing, 
And pouerall to meldll auaill eoue bring. 
I the require sen thow but peir art best, 
That efter this in thy Me blis we ring. 20 

Of grace thy face in euerie place sa schynis. 
That sweit all spreit baith heid and feit inclynis. 
Thy gloir afoir for till imploir remeid. 
He docht richt nocht, quhilk out of thocht the tynia ; 
Thy name but blame, and royal fame diiiine is ; 
Thow port at schort of our comfort and reid. 
Till bring all thing till glaiding efter deid, 27 



TH£ fAULE Ct¥ Hi'X' 



fiihZ r'«i^ nuas. cboa^ tfH ck4^ tbj feds greit micfat 
Hm" jc.:«i»* ijiiilk «c£K<De vpio the tluone of licht, 
TfTJiPv. :xL&tf izi^T swtsL dew cmirdu^w al Tice, 
^m IT Zk CAT cu- s&T the wbt of licht ; 
Jkjwaii. :<Sa»d. ukd sewi our end aj richt. 
T^rv jCAT* codftzn m aixt, of gnnt ^n^j fi^ wise 
Til r•^ fCTcoe. utd tbe hie gx« of price. 
V^cs* il-* me XDe q-^** cf sile to dicht, 10 

F<r I ihTcCr selijruie to thr deoiseL 




The Author directis his Buik to the Richt NoMU 
and Illuster Prince Iames the Feird, King of 

Scottis, 

Trivmphovs laud with palme of victorie, 
The lawrer crowne of infinite glorie, 
Maist gracious Prince, our souerane James the Feird, 
Thy Maiestie mot haue eternallie 
Supreme honour, renoun of cheualrie, 
Felicitie perdurand in this eird, 
With eterne blis in heuin by fatall weird ; 
Eessaue this roustie rurall rebaldrie, 
Laikand cunning, fra thy pure leige vnleird, 

Quhilk, in the sicht of thy magnificence, 10 

Confidand in sa greit beneuolence, 
Proponis thus my vulgair ignorance 
Maist humbillie with dew obedience, 
Beseikand oft thy michtie excellence, 
Be grace to pardoun all sic variance 
With sum bening respect of firme Constance ; 
Remittand my pretendit negligence, 
Thow, quhais micht may humbill thing auance. 

Breif buriall quair of eloquence all quite, 
With russet weid and sentence imperfite, 20 

Till cum in plane se that thow not pretend the. 
Thy barrant tennis, and thy vile indite 
Sail not be mine, I will not haue the wite, 
For as for me I quit clame that I kend the : 
Thow are bot stouth, thifb louis, licht but lite. 
Not worth ane mite, pray ilk man til amend the. 
Fair on with site, and on this wise I end the. 
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CONSCIENCE. 
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KING HART. 



[Canto the First.] 




|ING HART, into hia ciimlie castell (■•>■■ i" ""-?■>- 
Strang Hurt m body 

Cloait about with craft and meikill vre, 
So semlie wes he set his folk amaiig. 
That he no dout had of misaventure : 
Wo proudlie wes he poliat, plane and pure, 
With jouthlieid and his lustie levis grene ; 
So fair, so fresche, ao liklie to endure, 
And als so biyth as bird in symmer echene. 

For wea he never jit with aohouria schot. 

Nor )it ourrun with rouk, or ony rayne ; 10 

In all his lusty lecam nocht ane spot, 

Na never had experience into payne, 

Bot alway into lyking, nocht to layne j 

Onlie to love, and verrie gentilnes, 

He wes inclyuit cleinlie to reniane. 

And wonn vnder the wyng of waiitownnes. 
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Jit was this wonrthy wicht King vnder warde ; 

For wes he nocht at fredom vtterlie. 

Nature had lymmit folk, for thair rewarde, 

This gudlie king to goveme and to gy ; 

For 80 thai kest thair tyme to occupy. 

In wclthis for to wyne for thay him teichit. 

All luBtis for to laue, and vnderly ; 

So prevelie thai preis him and him preichit. 
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jnTentwet First [war thair] Strsuth, [and Rage J and Wantow] 
habeT*"**" Grein Lust, Disport, Jelosy, and Invy ; 
2d^t Freschnes, New Gate, Waist-gude, and Wilfiilna 
Delyuemes, Fulehardenes thadrby : 
Gentrice, Fredome, Petie-previe I espy, 
Want-wyt, Vanegloir, Prodigalitie, 
Vnrest, Nicht-walk, and felon Glutony, 
Ynricht, Dyme sicht, with Slicht, and Subtiltie. 

Thir war the inwarde ythand seruitouris, 

Quhilk gouernouris war to this nobil King, 

And kepit him inclynit to thair curis ; 

So wes thair nocht in erde that ever micht bring 

Ane of thir folk away fra his duelling. 

Thus to thair terme thai serve for thair rewarde : 

Dansing, disport, singing, revelling. 

With Bissines all blyth to pleis the lairde. 



Dedderia Thir folk, with all the femell thai micht fang, 

jSSJtute. Quhilk numerit ane mil3on and weill mo, 

o?Hart in*' That wer vpbred as seruitouris of lang, 

south. ^^^ ^i^jj ^jjjg King wald wonn, in weill and wo, 



KtNTr HART. 87 

For favour, nor for ferd, wald found him fro ; 
Vnto the tyme thair dait be run and past : 
That gold, nor gude, micht gar thame fro him go, 
No greif, nor grame, suld grayth thame so agast. 

Fyve Seruitouris this King he had without. 

That teichit war ay tressoun to espy. 

Thai watchit ay the wallis round about, 

ro[r] innemeis that of hapning ay come by. 

Ane for the day, quhilk jugeit certanly, 

With cure to ken the colour of all hew, 10 

Ane for the nicht, that harknit bissely 

Out of quhat airt that ever the wyndis blew. 

Syne wes thair ane to taist all nutriment 

That to this King wes servit at the deiss ; 

Ane wther wes [of] all fovellis for sent, 

Of licour, or of ony lustie meiss : 

The fyfb thair wes quhilk culd all [ken,] but leiss. 

The heit, the cauld, the harde, and eik the soft ; 

Ane ganand servand bayth for weir and peice. 

Jit hes thir folk thair king betrasit oft. 20 

Honour persewit to the Kingis 3et 
Thir folk said all thai wald not lat him in ; 
Becaus thai said thair lord to feist wes set. 
With all his lustie seruandis more and myn. 
Bot he ane port had enterit with ane gyn. 
And vp he can in haist to the grit toure : 
And said he suld it parall all with fyn 
And fresche del3rt with mony florist floure. 
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So Strang this King him thocht his castell stude. 

With mony towre and turat crownit hie : 

About the wall thair ran ane water void, 

Blak, stinkand, sowr, and salt as is the sey. 

That on the wallis wiskit, gre by gre, 

Boldning to ryis the castell to confound ; 

Bot tliai within maid sa grit melody. 

That for thair reird thay micht nocht heir the sound. 

With feiBtis fell, and full of jolitee, 

This cumlie court thair King thai kast to keip, 10 

That noy hes none bot newlie novaltee, 

And ar nocht wonnt for wo to woun and weip. 

Full sendill sad, or soundlie set to sleip, 

No wandreth wait, ay wenis welth endure ; 

Behaldis nocht, nor luikis nocht, the deip. 

As thame to keip fra all misaventure. 

Richt as the rose vpspringis fro the rute, 
In ruby colour reid most ryck of hew ; 
Nor waindis nocht the levis to outschute. 
For schyning of the sone that dois renew 20 

Thir vther flouris greyne, quhyte, and blew, 
Quhilk hes na craft to knaw the wynter weit, 
Suppois that sommer schane dois thame reskew. 
That dois thame quhile ourhaill with snaw and sleit. 

Dame Plesance had ane pretty place besyd, 
With fresche effeir, and mony folk in feir ; 
The quhilk was parald all about with pryde, 
So precious that it prysit wes but peir 
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With bulwerkis braid, and mony bitter beir. 
Syn wes ane brig, that hegeit was, and Strang ; 
And all that couth attene the castell neir. 
It made thame for to mer amiss, and mang. 

With touris grit, and Strang for to behold, 

So craftlie with kimellis kervin hie ; 

The fitchand chaynis floreist all of gold. 

The grundin dairtis scharp, and bricht to se, 

Wald mak ane hart of flint to fald and fle 

For terrour, gif thai wald the castell saill ; 10 

So kervin cleir that micht na cruelte 

It for to wyn in all this warld avale. 

Servit this Quene Dame Plesance, all at richt, 
First Hie Apporte, Bewtie, and Humilnes ; 
With mony vtheris madinis, fair and bricht, 
Keuth, and Gud Fame, Fredome, and Gentilnes ; 
Constance, Patience, Eaddour, and Meiknes, 
Conning, Kyudnes, Heyndnes, and Honestie, 
Mirth, Lustheid, Lyking, and Nobilnes, 
Bliss and Blythnes, [Gudenes] and pure Pietie. 20 

This war the staitis worthyest and ding. 
With mony mo, that servit to this Quene. 
Ane legioun liell war [ay] at hir leding, 
Quhen [that] hir court leist semble fair and clein. 
In thair effeir Favr Seruice micht be sene : 
For wes thair nocht that semit be avyse, 
That no man micht the poynting of ane prene 
Repreve ; nor pece, but payntit at devyse. 
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Hapnit this wourthy Quene, vpon ane day, 
With hir fresche court arrayit weill at richt, 
Hunting to ryd, hir to disport and play, 
AVith mony ane lustie ladie fair and bricht. 
Hir baner schene displayit, and on hicht 
Wes sene abone thair heidis quhair thai rayd ; 
The grene ground wes ilium inyt of the lycht; 
Fresche Bewtie had the vangarde and wes gyde. 

Ane legioun of thir lustie ladeis schene 

Folowit this Quene, (trewlie this is no nay ;) 10 

Harde by this castell of this King so kene 

Tliis wourthy folk hes walit thame a way ; 

Quhilk did the dayis watcheis to effray, 

For seildin had thai sene ^ic folkis befoir, 

So mirrelie thai muster, and thai play, 

Withoutin outher brag, or host, or schore. 

The watcheis of the sicht wes sa effrayit. 

Thai ran and tauld the King of their intent : 

Lat nocht this mater, schir, be lang delayit ; 

It war speidfuU sum folk 36 outwarde sent, 20 

That culd reherss quhat thing ^one peple ment ; 

Syne 30W agane thairof to certifie. 

For battell byd thai bauldlie on ^on bent ; 

It war hot schame to fein3e cowartlie. 

Jouthheid vpstart, and cleikit on his cloik. 
Was browdin all with lustie levis grene ; 
Ryse, fresch Delyte, lat nocht this mater soke ; 
We will go se quhat may this muster mene ; 



KING HART. 91 

So Weill we sail ws it cop^ betwene, 
"Thair sail nothing pas away vnspyit. 
Syn sail we tell the king as we haue sene, 
^d thar sail nothing trewlie be denyit. 

^uthheid forth past, and raid on Innocence, 
Ane mylk quhyt steid that ambilit as the wynd ; 
And fresche Delyt raid on Benevolence, 
Throw out the meid that wald nocht byd behind. 
The beymes bricht almost had maid thame blind, 
That fra fresche Bewtie spred vnder the cloude ; 10 
To hir thai socht, and sone thai culd her find, 
No saw thai nane never wes half sa proude. 

The bemis both wes basit of the sicht. 

And out of mesour marrit in thair mude ; 

As spreitles folkis on blonkis hvffit on hicht. 

Both in ane studie starand still thai' stude. 

Fayr Calling frescUie on hir wayis juid. 

And both thair reyn3eis cleikit in hir handis ; 

Syn to hir castell raid, as scho war woude, 

And festnit vp thir folkis in Venus bandis. 20 

Becaus thair come no bodwarde sone agane, 
The King outsent New Gate, and Wantownnes, 
Grene Luif, Disport, Waistgude that nocht can lane. 
And with thame freschlie feir Fule-hardynes : 
He bad thame spy the cais quhow that it wes, 
And bring bod wart, or [he] himself outpast 
Thai said thai suld : and sone thai can thame dres. 
Full glaid thai glyde as grom^ vnagaist. 
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On grand no greif quhill thai the grit oet se, 
Wald thai nocht rest, the rinkis so thay ryde. 
Bot fra thay saw thair sute, and thair semblie, 
It culd thame bre, and biggit thame to bjde. 
Dreid of Disdane on fute ran thame besyde. 
Said thame, bewar, sen Wisdome is away ; 
For and ^e prik amang thir folk of pryde, 
A pane ^e sal be restit be the way. 

Full-hardynes fiill freschlie furth he flang, 
A fure leynth fer befoir his feiris fyve ; 10 

And Wantones, suppois he had the wrang, 
Him followit on als fast as he micht dryve. 
So thai wer lyke amang thameself to stryr-e : 
The fouresum baid, and hiivit on the grene, 
Fresche Bewtie with ane wysk come [vp] belyve. 
And thame all reistit war thai never so kene. 

With that the fouresum fajm thay wald haue fled 

Agane vnto thair castell, and thair King. 

Thai gave ane schout, and sone thai haue thame sched, 

And besselie thay kan thame bundin bring 20 

Agane vnto thair Queue ; and bandis thring 

About thair handis and [tliair] feit so fast, 

Quhill that thai maid thame with thair tormenting 

Haly of thair ly vis half agast. 

The watchis on the kingis wallis hes sene 
The chassing of the folk, and thair suppryse. 
Vpstart King Hart in pf opir yre and tein, 
And baldlie bad his folk all with him ryse. 
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I sail nocht sit, he said, and se thame thryse 
Discomfit clein my men, and put at vnder ; 
Na, we sail wrik ws on ane vther wyse, 
Set we be few to thame be fifty hounder. 

Than out thai raid all to a randoun richt, 

This courtlie King, and all his cumlie ost. 

His buirtlie bainer brathit vp on hicht ; 

And out thay blew with brag and mekle host, 

That lady and hir lynnage suld be lost. . 

Thai cryit on hicht thair sein3e wounder lowde : 10 

Thus come they keynlie carpand one the cost ; 

Thai preik, thai prance, as princis that war woude. 

Dame Plesance hes hir folk arrapt weill, 

Fra that scho saw thai wald battell abyde, 

So Bewte with hir wangarde gane to reill, 

The greitest of thair ost scho can ourryd. 

Syne fresche Apport come on the tother syd ; 

So bisselie scho wes to battell boune, 

That all that ever scho micht ourtak that tyde, 

Horsis and men with brount scho straik all doune. 20 

Eicht thair King Hart scho hes in handis tane. 
And puirlie wes he present to the Queue ; 
And scho had fairlie with ane fedderit flayne 
Woundit the King richt wonderful to wene. 
Delyuerit him Dame Bewtie vnto sene 
His wound to wesche, in sobering of his sair ; 
Bot alwayis as scho castis it to clene. 
His malady incressis mair and mair. 
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Woundit he wes, and quhair 3it he na wait ; 
And mony of his folk hes tane the flicht. 
He said, I yeild me now to 3our estait, 
Fair Quene ! sen to resist I haue no micht. 
Quhat will ^e saye me now for quhat[en] plycht ? 
For that I wait I did 30U never offence. 
And gif I haue done ocht that is vnrycht, 
I offer me to 30ur beneuolence. 

Be this battell wes neir vincust all ; 
The kingis men ar tane, and mony slane. ] 

Dame Plesance [than] can on fresche Bewtie call, 
Bad hir command the folk to presoun plaine. 
King Hart sair woundit was, hot he wes fayne, 
For Weill he traistit that he suld recure. 
The Lady and her ost went hame agane. 
And mony presoner takin ^Tider hir cure. 



King Hart his castell levit hes fiill waist, 
And Hevenes maid capitane it to keip. 
Radour ran hame full fleyit and forchaist. 
Him for to hyde crap in the dungeoun deip. 
Langour he lay vpon the wallis but sleip. 
But meit, or drink ; the watch6 home he blew ; 
Ire wes the portour, that full sayr can weip. 
And Jelousy ran out ; he wes never trew. 



2 



He said he suld be spy, and bodwart bring, 
Bayth nicht and day, how that his maister fure. 
He folowit fast on fate efbir the King 
Vnto the castell of Dame Plesance pure. 
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^ In tlie presoun fand he mony creature ; 

- Sum fetterit fast, and [vthers] fre and large 
- ^Quhair ever thame list within the wallis fare. 

,.Sone Jelousy him hid vnder ane targe. 

br Thair saw he Lust by law [ly] vnder lok, 
r^ In 8trein3e strong fast fetterit fute and hand ; 
Grene Luif lay bund[in] with ane felloun blok 
About the crag was claspit with ane band ; 
3outhheid wes lous, and ay about waverand ; 
. Desyre lay stokkit by ane dungeoun dure ; 10 

j, 3it Honestie [culd] keip him fayr farrand, 
J And Waistgude foUowand him quhair euer he fure. 



Discretioun wes as than bot joung of age, 

He sleipit with Lust quhair euer he micht him find ; 

And he agane wes crabbit at the page. 

Ane ladill full of luif, stude him behind, 

He swakit in his ene, and maid him blinde. 

Sua [that] fra that tyme furth he micht nocht se : 

Speik thow ane wourde thy four feet sail I bind, 

Syn swak the our the wallis in the se. 20 

Bissines, New Gate, Freschnes, and syn Disporte, 
Fredome, Gentrice, Cuning, and Fair Maner, 
All thir war lous daylie, and 3eid ouerthort 
To clois befoir the dungeoun windo neir, 
Quhair wynnit fair Dame Plesance, that wes cleir, 
Quhilk hes espyit richt weill thair gouernance ; 
And, lauchan he, commandit tym^s seir 
Thame to await vpone thair observance. 
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„^3ame Danger hes of dolour to him drest 
r,^Ajie pallioiin that na proudnes hes without, 
^ With teiris weit ar rottin, may nocht lest, 
Fast brikand by the bordouris all about. 
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Bot Jouthheid had him maid ane courtlie cote, 
Als grene as gerss, with goldin stremis bricht 
firoudin about, fast bukkillit to his throte : 
A wourthy weid, weill closand, and full licht. 
Ane wysar, that wee payntit for the sicht, 
As ruby reid, and pairt of quhyt amang ; 10 

Off coulours micht thair nane be freschar dicht, 
Bot Hevines had fassonit it all wrang. 

This wourthy King in presoun thus culd ly, . 
With all his folk, and culd thair nane out brek. 
Full oft thai kan vpone dame Pietie cry : 
Fair thing ! cum doun a quhyle, and with ws speik. 
Cum : farar way ^e micht 30ur harmes wreik. 
Than thus to murdour ws that 3oldin ar. 
Wald 3e ws rew, quhair euir we micht our reik, 
We suld men be to 30W for euinnare. 20 

Than answert Danger, and said. That wer grete doute, 
A madin sweit amang sa mony men 
To cum alane, but folk war hir about ; 
That is ane craft myself culd never ken. 
With that scho ran vnto the Lady kene ; 
Kneland, Madame, scho said, keip Pietie fast. 
Sythen scho ask, no licence to her len ; 
May scho wyn out, scho will play 30W a cast. 
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Than Danger to the dure tuik gude keip, 
Botli nicht and day, that Pietie suld nocht pass ; 
Quhill all fordwart, in [the] defalt of sleip, 
Scho bisselie as for-travalit scho was. 
Fair Calling gaif hir drink into ane glas : 
Sone efter that to sleip scho went anone. 
Pietie was war that ilk [wes] prettie cass, 
And privelie out at the dure is gone. 



The dure on chare it stude ; all wes on sleip ; 
And Pietie doun the stair full sone is past. 
This Bissines hes sene, and gave gud keip : 
Dame Pietie hes he hint in armeis fast. 
He callit on Lust, and he come at the last. 
His bandis gart he birst in peces smale : 
Dame Pietie wes gritlie feint and agast. 
Be that wes Confort croppin in our the waU. 



10 



Sone come Delyte, and he begouth to dance ; 

Grene Love vpstart, and can his spreitis ta. 

Full Weill is me, said Disport, of this chance. 

For now I traist gret melody to ma. 20 

All in ane rout vnto the dure thay ga ; 

And Pietie put thairin first thame befoir. 

Quhat was thair mair. Out I Harro ! Taik, and slay ! 

The hous is wone withoutin brag or schoir. 



The courtinis all of gold about the bed 
Weill stentit was quhair fair Dame Plesance lay : 
Than new Desyr, als gredie as ane glede, 
Come rinnand in, and maid ane grit deray. 
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The Quene is walknit with ane felloun fray, 
Vp glifnit, and beheld scho wes betraysit ; 
3eild 30W, madame, on hicht can Schir Lust say : 
A wourde scho culd nocht speik scho wes so abasit. 

^eild 30W, madame ; grene Lust culd say all sone ; 
And fairlie sail we governe 30W and ^ouris. 
Our lord King Hartis will most now be done, 
That 3it is law amang the nether bowris ; 
Our lang, madame, ^e keipit thir hie towns ; 
Now thank we none hot Pietie ws suppleit. 10 

Dame Danger [than] into ane nuk scho kowris ; 
And quakand thair the quene scho lay for dreid. 

Than Busteousnes come with brag and host, 

All that ganestude he straik deid in the flure. 

Dame Plesance said. Sail we thus-gate be lost ? 

Bring vp the King, lat him in at the dure ; 

In his gentrice richt weill I dar assure. 

Thairfor sweit Confort cryit vpone the King : 

Than Bissines, that cunning creature, 

To serve Dame Plesance sone thar can him bring. 20 

So sweit. ane swell as straik vnto his hart 
Quhen that he saw Dame Plesance at his will. 
I 3eild me, schir, and do me nocht to smart, 
(The fayr Quene said vpone this wyss him till) 
I sauf ^ouris, suppois it be no skill. 
All that I haue, and all that myne may be, 
With all my hairt I offer heir 30W till. 
And askis nocht bbt je be trew till me. 
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Till that [quhilk] Lone, Desyre, and Lost devysit, 
Thus fair Dame Plesance sweitlie can assent. 
Than suddandlie Schir Hart him now disgysit^ 
On gat his amouris clok or euer he stent. 
Freechlie to feist thir amouris folk ar irent. 
Blythnes wes first brocht bodwarde to the hall ; 
Dame Chastite, that selie innocent. 
For wo jeid wode, and flaw out our the walL 



The lustie Queue echo sat in middes the 

Befoir hirstude the nobill wourthy King. ] 

Servit thai war of mony dyuerss meis, 

Full sawris sweit and swyth thai culd thame bring. 

Thus thai maid ane [richt] mirrie marschaUing : 

Bewtie and Loue ane hait burde hes b^;nn ; 

In wirschip of that lustie feist so ding. 

Dame Plesance has gart peroe Dame Venus ion. 



[Em) of Canto the First.] 





UHA is at eis, quhen bayth ar now 
in blis, 
Bot fresche King Hart that cleiriie 

is aboue ; 
And wniitis iiocht in warld, that 
he wa!d wis. 
And traistis nocht that euir he sail remoue. 
Sewin jeir, and moir, Schir Lyking, and SchirLoue, 
Off him thai haue the euro and gouernance, 
Quhill at the last befell, and sua behuif, 
Ane changeing new that grevit Daine Plesance. 

A[t] moiTowing tyde, quhen at the sone so schene 

Out raschithad his bemis frome the sky, 10 

Ane auld gude man befoir the jet was sene, 

Apone ane steid that raid full easalie. 

He rappit at the 3et, but conrtaalie, 

Jit at the straik the grit dungeoun can din ; 

Syne at the last he echowted fellonlie, 

And bad thame rya, and said he wald cum in. 

Sone Wantownnea come to the wall abone, 
And cryit our, Quhat folk ar je thair out % 
My name is Age, said lie agane full sone ; 
May thow nocht heir 1 Langar how I culd schont ! 20 
What war jour will t I will cum in, but dout. 
Now God forbid I In fayth je cum nocht heir ; 
Rin on thy way, [or] thow sail beir ane route : 
And say, the portar he is wonder sweir. 
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I: i ■-* 21-^ z, T. :^ O-.L ir. ^one ^ad blcde, 
Tiiis i^ is^i ".:=. 5* * « : Vi^Lai ham had he f 
TV v^»i-ot 4ik:.£ ;:li:i\ To LiJid hiza oct war gnde. 
TIas wAl-i I ikjzx WIT d^-ce. and it micht be^ 



Jrctil-fii ttucat: az^i fcicus befoir the King : 
Luri. w:il t:^^ isrif. I ilit da Ungar brde. 
Mj wir-s-ci- I wAji aiiS with me Iving) 
l*:rL :aT :•: 2:-*. uli ^if me leif to ryde. 
F:r n:^:l: I liL^c*rr K*vde *>w besrde. 
Fill rAjn-r I wjl-i, no wxr mv feDoaii £1^ 
F.-r d c: f Az^, Schir King. |e ktt me slrde ; 
Foe iLri I brde in £avth he wiU. me sLl 

Sen :h ^ rr-ir. r-asw fidr Joathheid. nn is me ! 
Thv^ T*"r:< ny nvy i>L and maid me gude seniice. 
Frk :*L.w r* wen: never so blTth to be, 
I TT.fck sne vvw. |^adi':hi:icht that it be nrce. 
Off all Mrrhne* thy Vdie beiris the pryce. 
To waris^-'un I gif the, or thow ga. 
This iT«ohe Tisar. wes payntit at deryce. 
M V lus: alwav w ith the se that thow ta. 

For saik of the I wiD no colour reid, 
Xor lus:y quhyte, Tpone my bodie beir, 
Bot blak and gray ; alway qohill I be deid, 
I will none rther wantoon wedis weir. 
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Fayr weill my freynd ! Thow did me never deir ! 

Vnwelcum Age, thow come agane my will ! 

I lat the wit I micht the weill forbeir. 

Thy warisoun suld be [richt] small, but skill. 

Than ^outhheid said, Disport and Wantounnes, 

My brether both, dispone 30W with me ryde. 

Vpstart on fute lyflie Delyverance ; 

Said, Schirris, I pray 30W tak me for ^our gyde. 

Trow 3e that I sail lye heirin to hyde 

This wourthy craft that Nature lo me gaif ] 10 

Na ! Na ! This cowartnes sail nocht betyde 1 

Fair on 1 I sal be formest of the laif. 

Out at ane previe postrome all thai past ; 
And wald nocht byd all-out to tak thair leif. 
Than fresche Delyte come rynnand wonder fast, 
And with ane pull gat ^outhheid be the sleif : 
Abyd ! Abyd ! Gud fallow, the nocht greif ; 
Len me thy cloke, to gys me for ane quhyle ; 
Want I that weid in fayth I will mischeif. 
Bot I sail follow the within ane myle. 20 

Delyte come in, and all that saw his bak 
Thay wenit it had bein ^outhheid bundin still. 
Bot eftirwart, quhen that thai with him spak, 
Thay knew it wes ane fein3e made thame tilL 
Sone quhen he had disportit him his fill, 
His courtlie cloke begouth to fayd of hew ; 
Thriftles, threid bair, and reddy for to spill, 
Lyk failjeit blak, quhilk wes befoir tyme blew. 






i1*« 



iz vfeic in- XKcht BvaT ftDnuriie. 

*• r. r re±SH^ ftiS be him ac than : 
Aii^ ir !j- -wi^^ tM- f^ieskdh cpHiellie 
T^* f* 'ur {tf &L lilt ntmaDoe that he wan : 
N V ii^iir Lfr T«i:rt AZii j*:«VTix to the pazL 
^ : ATcrnvL Lu- «•!!<-. Lr bad dnell stilL 
3* •: ▼":: 9^ irrlll be t<« ane Kirr loui ; 
Y.c ZhS^ i £nir br T&ziiit all his wilL 

?>r iiju' ^"i^ X2!t <«a<ffi. mod ^ fint 
H.* ••::ui.-:i^ r-TMi cm bair he m<»iT bore 
V: V-. j. LZL vkf ihe xkOT. qnhen that thai wist, 
F ■• : ..• "w-kii '*^ ibair <c*iDe frve hunder scoi 
• >f :.A^r> :Li: Ki::*: Han had nener befoir. 
A:^ . J:-r:. :L^ :&tt Dai&r Piesinoe had thame 

-rry-ji Hk^t. for propir terne. 



i| 



Jv-.M.:..: "r^i Are r?fc:: him thairane qahylcy 
V-: ::. Ccskjifi.-if vMir errand onrthe wall : 
W . V lii.^ t'- — c ae :o hild mt- in exile t 
N. TB-, . '^ i_v sAulr- 3e ar >.< iurdams all ! 
Au.: s-ni . : ^:T. >. G.-i. ^hAIl Liue ane fall, 
Ma} 1 i:::: ne:: :n irrtciicf oi ihe king. 
AV. :il> :r:i:c"^r^ I nar 3v:.w full weill call, 
Tr.i: << r.::: wjill r* driw bc<h heid and hing. 

Fr:* A^ r^-^-. -a^e that Conscience was comeii 
Fv.*.*. >. r.i l.r riis lvrlv\-e. and leit him in. 

■ 

Sa. I •.".-.> h: h.v.i. Air cloik fra me: lire mvming 
H; :..^ ■ v;. ::. ind w,> ...f Ai^ri> kin : 



KING HART. 105 

It war richt harde thay tua in sunder twin, 
Thairfoir aftir his bak he ran anone. 
In mid the clois thair Conscience met with Syn, 
Ane felloun rout he layde on his rig-bone. 

Conscience to Syn gave sic ane [angrie] dunt, 
Quhill to the erde he flaw and lay at vnder ; 
Jit Conscience hisbreist hurt with the dynt : 
Bot Sadnes hes to put this tua in sunder. 
Folie and Vyce into thair wit thay wounder 
Quhow sic ane maister-man so sone suld rys, 10 

In mid the clois, on luikand neirfyve hunder, 
The kingis folk to ding and to suppryse. 

Thai war adred, and sone hes tane the flicht ; 

Syne in an hime to hyde sone can thame hy. 

Than Conscience cum to the kingis sicht ; 

Out at ane dore ran Falset, and Invy, 

Gredie Desyr, and gamsome Glutony, 

Vant, and Vanegloir, with new grene Appetyte ; 

For Conscience luikit sa fellounlie, 

They ran away out of his presens quyte. 20 

God blis the lord ; thus Conscience can say, 
This quhyle bygane thow hes bene all to glaid. 
3a, Conscience ; and ^it fayne wald I play ; 
Bot now my hart [it] waxis wounder sad. 
Thai haue bene wickit counsalouris thow had, 
Wist thow the suth, as thow sail eftir heir ; 
For, wit thow weill, thair burding [ay] wes bad ; 
The rute is bitter, scharp as ony breir. 
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Thr tTeeoor hue thar fidde fim the tue, 
Thir wiekh folk tbov wenii had hne tivw ; 
And stowin avaf fn the ane and ane. 
For think, thar nerer cum the for to glew. 
Qahair is thr gannent grene and giidlie hew ! 
And thr frcsche lace, that ^outhheid to the mau 
Thow bird think echame, and of thr not rev, 
i Saw thow thyself into th j ookmr sad. 

Now menrale nocht, soppois I with the chjde ; 

For, wit thow weill, mr hairt is wounder wa. 

Ane vther day, qohan thow may nathing hjde^ 

I man accuse the as thy prc^ir £il 

Off thy Tane werk first witnes thow me t% 

Qohen all thy jc^tie beis jnstifeit ; 

It grevis me that thow sold graoeks ga 

To waist thy weilfiEdr, and thy welth so wyde^ 



As Conscience wes chydand thus on hicht, 

Reassonn, and Wit, richt at the ^t thai ran^ 

With rappis lowd, for it drew neir the nicht ; 

Bad lat thame in, for thai had standing lang. 

Said Conscience, In gade fayth this is wrang ! 

T| Gif me the key, I sail be portar now. 

So come thai in, ilkane throw vther, thrang, 
Syn with ane wysk almost I wait nocht how. 

Bessoun ran on quhair at Discretioun lay, 
Into ane nuke, quhar na man culd him find ; 
And with his kniyf he schure the flesche away 
That bred vpone his ene, and maid him blind. 
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Syne gaif he him the thuide ewin behind ; 
Now may thow se. Get vp ! No langar ly ; 
And scouner nocht to ryd in rane and wynd. 
Qnhair euir I be, se that thow be neirby. 

The King begouth to speik vpone this wyse : 
Fayr Conscience, ^e ar to crabbit now. 
3our souerane and 30ur lord for to suppryse 
Thar is no man of gude will 30W allow. 
Quhat haue I done that thus hes crabbit 30W ? 
I folio wit counsale alway for the best; 10 

And gif thai war vntrew, I dar avow, 
Nature did miss sic folk vpon me cast. 

Nature me bred ane beist into my nest, 

And gaif to me ^outhheid first seruitour ; 

That I no fut micht find, be eist nor west, 

Bot euir in warde, in tutourschip and cure ; 

And Wantownnes quha wes to me more sure : 

Sic Nature to me brocht, and first devysit 

Me for to keip fra all misaventure. 

Quhat blame serve I, this way to be supprysit 1 20 

3e did greit miss, fayr Conscience, be jour leif, 
Gif that 3e war of kyn and blude to me. 
That sleuthfullie suld lat jour tyme our sleif, 
And come thus lait. How suld je ask your fe 1 
The steid is stollin, steik the dure ; lat se 
Quhat may avale ; God wait ! the stall is tume ! 
And gif [that] 30 be ane counsalour sle, 
Quhy suld je sleuthfullie your tyme forsume ? 
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Off [all] my hanne and drerie indigence, 
Giff thair be ocht amys, me think, perd^. 
That 36 ar cans verray of my offence, 
And suld sustene the bettir part for me. 
Mak answer now. Quhat can ye say ? Lat se 
3oiirself excuse and mak 30W foule or clene. 
Eessoun, cum heir, 36 sail our juge [now] be^ 
And in this caus gif sentence ws betwene. 

Schir, be 3oiir leif, into my propir cans 
Suppois I q>eik, ^e suld nocht be displesit. 
Said Conscience, This is ane villaneis cans, 
Gif I suld be the caus 30 ar disesit. 
Na, 3oung connsale in 30W sa lang was seisit. 
That hes jour tressour and jour gude distroyit. 
Eicht fayne wald I with mesour it war meisit. 
For of jour harme God wait gif 1 be noyit. 

3e put grit wyt that I so lang abaid, 
Gif that I culd with counsale jow avale ; 
Schir, traist [je] weill ane verrie caus I had, 
Or ellis war no ressoun in my taile. 
My terme wes set by ordour naturale. 
To quhat work alway I most obey ; 
No dar I nocht be no way mak travale, 
Bot quhair I se my maister get a swey. 

For stand he on his feit, and stakkir nocht, 
Thir hundreth jeir sail cum into his hald. 
Bot nevirtheles, schir, all thing je haue wrocht 
With help of Wisdome, and his willis wald, 
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I sail reforme it blythlie. Be je bald, 
And Jouthheid sail haue wjt of jour misdeid. 
Thairfoir requyr 30 Kessoun mony fald, 
That he hk roUis ndthlie to jow reid. 

Kessoun rais vp, and in his rollis he brocht. 

Gif I sail say, the sentence sail be plane ; 

Do never the thing that ever may scajrth the ocht ; 

Keip mesour and trouth, for thairin lyes na trajme. 

Discretioun suld ay with King Hart remane ; 

Thir vthir 3oung folk-seruandis ar bot fulis. 1 

Experience mais Knawlege now agane, 

And bamis 3oung suld leme at auld mennis sculis. 

Quha gustis sweit, and feld nevir of the sowre, 
Quhat can [he] say 1 How may he seasoun juge 1 
Quha sittis hate, and feld nevir cauld ane hour, 
Quhat wedder is thairout vnder the luge 
How suld he wit 1 That war ane mervale huge ! 
To by richt blew, that nevir ane hew had sene ! 
Ane servand be, that nevir had sene ane fuge ! 
Suppois it ryme it accordis nocht all clene. 20 

To wiss the richt, and to disvse the wrang, . 
That is my scule to all that list to leyr. 
Bot Wisdome, gif 30 suld duell vs amang, 
Me think 3e duell our lang ; put doun 3our speir ; 
3e micht weiU mak ane end of all this weir, 
Wald 3e fiirth schaw 3our wourthy document. 
For is thair none that [eyer] can forbeyr 
The work of Vice, withoutin jour assente. 
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Wit 8ai«l, Schir King be war, or ^ be wa. 
For Fi»in*icht hes now full lane >>ein flemit 
Vnt4> knaw thy freynd forbe thy fa, 
(tiff tliow will haue thy cuntre all weill ^mit 
And W thow weill, to hald the so it semit • 
[Neir weinand aucht to do that war amis :] 
Eftir thy deith thy deidis man be demit^ 
Be thy desert outher to bail! or blis. 

Honour he raid the castell round about 

Vpon ane steid that wes als quhjrte as milk. 10 

Is Eis thairin ? cryit he [ay] with ane schout. 

Dame Plesance spak, hir face hid with ane silk : 

He is ane gouemour of ouris that ilk. 

Wit said, Cum in ! Full welcnm to thir wanis 1 

I compt not all your werkis wirth ane wilk • 

3e saU nocht herbere me and £is at anis. 

Wirschip of Weir come on the tother syde, 

Vpon ane steid rampand wes reid as blude. 

He cr}'it on Strenth, Cum out man ! Be my gyde ; 

I can nocht ryde out-our this water woude. 

Dame Plesance harde, and on hir wayis scho 3eid 

Eicht to the King, and bad him Strenth arreist ; 20 

I wald not, schir, for mekle warldlie gude 

Want Strenth ane hour quhen euir we go to feist 

In all disport he may ws gritlie vaill ; 

Gif him na leif, hot hald him quhill ^e may. 

The King full weill had harde Dame Plesance taill, 

And Strenth he hes arreistit be the way. 
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Abyde ! he said : we sail ane vther day 
Seik Wirschip at our will and ws avance. 
I dreid me sair, Schir Strenth, of that delay ; 
For armes hes both happie tyme and chance. 

Strenth said : Now I am grene, and in my flouris, 
Fayne wald I follow Wirschip, and I micht ; 
For, gif I byde, in fayth the fait is ^ouris, 
I man obey to 30W sen that is richt. 
Now se I Weill, Dame Plesance, hes grit slicht ; 
And fy on Eis that haldis Honour out. 10 

He is the man micht bring ws all to hicht ; 
Lo quhair he rydis bakwart with his route ! 

With this Bewtie come in the Kingis sicht ; 

Full reverendlie scho knelit in his presence : 

Dame Plesance sayis, schir, that ^e do vnricht. 

Durst I it say vnto jour hie reuerence, 

3e haue displesit hir hie magnificence, 

That suld lat Conscience in hir castell cum ; 

He is hir fo, and dois hir grit oflfence, 

And oft tymes can her seruitouris ouercome. ^0 

Thairwith the King vpstart, and turnit abak 
On Conscience, and all his court in feir ; 
And to the Quene the richt way can he tak, 
Full suddanlie in armis hint the cleir. 
Scho wryit about, to kyss scho wes full sweir. 
Than he agane full fayrlie to hir spak ; 
No ! Be no wraith with me, my lady deir ! 
For as I may I sail jow mirrie mak. 
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Thocht Conscience and Wiadome me to keip 
Be cunning both, I sail thame weill b^yle ; 
For trewlie, qahan [that] thai ar gane to sleip, 
I sal be heir within ane bonny quhjle ; 
My solace sail I sleylie thus oursyle. 
Kicht sail nocht re«t me alway with his rewle - 
Thocht I be quhylum bowsum as ane waile 
I sal be cniikit quhill I mak [him fale. j 

Dame Plesanoe [said], My freyndis now ar flede; 
The lusty folk that ^ forth with 30W brocht. 1( 

Methink thir carlis ar nocht coortlie clede I 
Quhat joy haue I of thame 1 I compt thame nocht 
3outhheid, and fresche Delyte, micht thai be brocht! 
For with thair seruioe I am richt weill kend. 
Fayne wald I that ^ send men and thame socht^ 
Allthocht it war vnto the warldis end. 

The Quene wourde wrayth ; the King wes sore addrede, 

For hir disdane he culd nocht gudlie beir. 

Tliai soT^-pit sone, and syne thai bownit to bede ; 

Sadnes come in and rownit in his eir ! 20 

Dame Plesance hes persauit hir new feyr ; 

And airlie, affore the sone, scho gan to ryse 

Out of the bed, and turst yp all hir geir. 

The King wes sound on sleip, and still he lyia. 

Horsis and hames hint scho hes in haist ; 
With all [hir] folk scho can hir wayis fayr. 
1^* this it wes full neirmyd-day almaisty 
Than oonio Diseis in r\'dand with ane rair : 
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The Quene is went, allace, I wait nocht quhair ! 
The King began to walk, and harde the beir: 
Than Jelosie come strekand vp the stair, 
To serve the King, and drew him wounder neir. 

Ressoun come [in] : Schir King, I reid ^e ryse, 
Thair is ane grit pairt of this fayr day run. 
The sone was at the hicht, and dounwarde hyis. 
Quhair is the thesanre now that ^e have woun 1 
This drink wes sweit ^e fand in Venus tun ! 
Sone eftir this it sal be staill and soure ; 1 

Thairfoir of it I reid no moir je cun : 
Lat it ly still and pleia 30ur paramour. 

Than Wisdome sayis, Schape for sum governance, 
Sen fajrr Dame Plesance on hir wayis is went. 
In 30ur last dayis ^e may yourself avance, 
Gif that 3e wourde of the same indigent. 
Go to 30ur place, and jow thainn present ; 
The castell 3et is Strang aneuche to hald. 
Than Sadnes said, Schir King, 3e man assent ; 
Quhat haue 36 now ado in this waist fald ? 20 

The King hes harde thair counsale at the last, 
And halelie assentit to thair saw. 
Mak reddie sone, he sayis, and speid 30W fast. 
Full suddanlie thai can the clarioun blaw ; 
On hors thai lap, and raid then all on raw 
To his awin castell, thairin he wes brede. 
Langour the watche attour the kimale flaw ; 
And Hevines to the grit dungeoun flede. 
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He cryit, Schir King, welcome to thy awin place ! 
I haue it keipit trewlie sen thow past. 
Bot I haue meikill mervale of thy face, 
That changeit is lyk [with] ane winter blast. 
3e, Havines, the King said at the last, 
Now haue I this with fer mo hannes hint, 
Quhilk grevis me, quhen I my comptis kast, 
How I fresche 3outhheid and his fallowis tynt. 

Strenth wes as than fast fadit of his flouris, 

Bot still 3it with the King he can abyde ; 10 

Quliill at the last in the hochis he cowris. 

Than prevelie out at the 3et can slyde. 

He stall away, and went on wayis wyde, 

And socht quhair Jouthheid and his feiris wonnd : 

Full suddanlie, suppois he had na gyde, 

Behinde ane hill he hes his feiris fimde. 

Swa, on ane day, the dayis watchis tua 

Come [in ;] and said thai saw ane felloun mist. 

Ja, said Wisdome, I wist it wald be wa : 

That is ane sing befoir ane hevie trist ! 20 

That is perell to cum, quha [that] it wist, 

For, on sum syde, thair sail ws folk assaill. 

The King sat still ; to travaill he nocht list ; 

And herknit syn ane quhyle to Wit his taill. 

Desyre wes dalie at the chalmer dure ; 
And Jalousie wes never of his presence ; 
Ire kepit ay the 3et, with meikle cure ; 
And Wretcliitnes wes hyde into the spence. 
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Sic folk as thir, he said, to mak defence, 
With all thair familie fuUie hundrethis fyve ! 
Schir Eis he was the gritest of reuerence ; 
Best lovit with the King of leid on ly ve. 

Vnto the 3et come rydand on ane day 
Wirschip of Weir, quhilk sawis Honouris hie : 
Go to the King, with sture voce can he say, 
Speir gif ony office he hes for me ; 
For, and him list, I will him serve for fee. 
Wysdome come to the wall, cryand our agane : 10 
Man, seik thy fortoun with Aduersitie ; 
It is nocht heir sic thing as the suld gane. 

Strenth is away, outstoUing lyk ane theif, 
Quhilk keipit ay the thesaure of estait ; 
Thair is na man suld cheris the sa leif, 
Thir vther folk of wirschip ar full blait. 
Wirschip of Weir agane with Wysdome flate ; 
Quhy wald ^e nocht me se quhen Strenth 3e had ? 
Thairwith come Eis ; said, I sit warme and hait, 
Quhen thai thairout sal be with stouris stade. 20 

Wirschip sayis. Ware I wait ^e haue at hand, 
Quhilk sail assail^e your walli^ hie and Strang. 
Than Wysdome said, Dame Plesance, sueit sembland, 
In 30uthheid wald nocht thole ws Wirschip fang. 
Adew, fajrrweill ! Wirschip sayis, now I gang 
To seik my craft vnto the warldis end. 
Wysdome sayis, Tak 30W Diseis amang, 
And wait on me als quhylum quhair ^e wend. 
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For, do je nocht, je may nocht weill eft heif. 
What is 3our name 1 Wisdome for suyth I hecht. 
All wrang, God wait ! oft tymes, schir, be jour leif, 
Myn aventure will schape out of 3our sicht : 
Bot nevirtheles may fall that ^e haue richt. 
Reuth have I none, outtak fortune and chance, 
That man I ay persew both day and nicht ; 
£is I defy so hingis in his ballance. 

Richt as thir two ware talkand [fast] in feir, 

Ane hiddous ost thai saw come our the mvre ; 10 

Decrepitus, his baner schane nocht cleir, 

Was at the hand, with mony chiftanis stare. 

A crudge bak that cairfuU cative bure, 

And cruikit war his laythlie lymmis bayth. 

But smirk, or smyle, bot rather for to smvre, 

But scoup, or skifb, his craft is all to scayth. 

Within ane quhyle the castell all about 
He seigit fast with mony sow and gyne : 
And thai within gaif mony hiddowus schout, 
For thai war wonder wa King Hart to tyne ! 20 

The grundin gan3eis, and grit gunnis syne. 
Thai schut without : within thai stanis cast. 
King Hart sayis, Had the hous, for it is myne 
Gif it nocht our als lang as we may lest. 

Thus thai within had maid full grit defence. 
Ay quhill thai micht the wallis [hie] haue 3enut, 
Quhill, at the last, thai wantit thame dispence, 
Ewill purvayit folk, and sa weill stemit ! 
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Thair tunnis, and thair tubbis, war all temit, 
And fail3et was the flesche that wes thair fude ; 
And at the last Wisdome the best hes demit 
[Comforte to byd thame kepe, that he ne 30ude.] 

And he be tynt, in perel put we all ; 
Thairfoir had wait and lat him nocht away. 
Be this thai harde the meikle fore-tour fall, 
Quhilk maid thame in the dungeoun to effray. 
Than rais thair meikle dirdum and deray ! 
The barmekin birst, thai enterit in at large : 10 

Heidwerk, Hoist, and Parlasy, maid grit pay, 
And Murmouris mo with mony speir and targe. 

Quhen that thai saw na bute wes to defend, ' 

Than in thai leit Decrepitus full tyte. 

He socht King Hart, for he ftdl weill him kend, 

And with ane swerde he can him smertlie smyte 

His bak in twa, richt pertlie for dispyte ; 

And with the brand [syne] brak he both his schinnis. 

He gaif ane cry, than Comfort fled out quyte ; 

And thus this bailfull bargane he begynnis. 20 

Kessoun forfochtin [wes] and ewill drest ; 
And Wisdome wes ay wanderand to the dure : 
Conscience lay [him] doun ane quhyle to rest, 
Becaus he saw the King wourd waik and pure ; 
For so in dule he micht no langar dure. 
Go send for Deid, thuQ said he verament ; 
3it for I will dispone of my thesaure, 
Vpon this wyse mak I my testament. 
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Ttr fayr dame Plesance aj qahen scho list lyde 
My prowde palfry, ynsteidfaBtnes, I lei^ 
With fikkilnes, hir sadill set on eyde ; 
Tliis aucht thair none of reassonn bir to reve. 
To fresche Bewtie, becaus I culd hir heye, 
(Irein Appetyte hir servand for to be ; 
To crak and cry alway quhill he hir deve. 
That I command him straitlie quhill be de. 

Orein Lust, I leif to the at my last ende, 

(>f fantisie ane fostell fillit fow. 10 

^onthheid, becaus that thow my bame-beid kend, 

To Wantounnes ay will I that thow bow. 

To Gluttony, that oft maid me our fow. 

This meikle wambe, this rottin levir als, 

Se that 36 beir, and that command I 30W ; 

And smertUe hing [thamej both abone his hal& 

To Rere-Supper, be he amang that roate, 

3e me commend ; he is ane fallow fyne i 

This rottin stomak that I beir aboute, 

3e nig it out, and reik it to him syne: 20 

For he hes hinderit me of mony dyne, 

And mony tyme the mess hes gart me sleip ; 

Myn wittis hes he waistit oft with wyne. 

And maid my stomak with hait lustis leip. 

Deliuemes hes oft tymes done me gude, 
Quhen I wes ^oung, and stede in tendir age ; 
He gart me ryn fiill rakles, be the rude, 
At ball and bouU ; thairfoir greit weill that page : 
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This brokin schyn, that swellis and will nocht swage, 
3e beir to him ; he brak it at the ball : 
And say to him that it sal be his wage ; 
This breissit arme je beir to him at alL 

To Chaistite, that selie innocent, 

Heir leif I now my conscience for to scour 

Off all the wickit roust that throw it went, 

Quhen scho for me the teiris doun culd powre. 

That fayr sweit thing, bening in everie hour. 

That never wist of vyce nor violence, 10 

Bot euirmore is mareit with mesour, 

And clene of lustis curst experience. 

To Fredome sail je found, and fairlie beir 

This threid-bair cloik, sum-tyme wes thik of wow ; 

And bid for my saik that he [sail] it weir, 

Quhen he hes spendit of that he hes now. 

Ay, quhen his pucs of penneis is nocht fow, 

Quhair is his fredome than 9 Full far to seik ! 

A ! 3on is he, wes quhylum till allow. 

Quhat is he now 1 No fallow wourth ane leik. 20 

To Waistgude tak and beir neid that I lefe ; 

To Covatice syn gif this bleis of fyre ; 

To Vant and Voky ^e beir this rowm slef ; 

Bid thame thairin that thai tak thair byre. 

To Bissines, that nevir wes wont to tyre, 

Beir him this stule, and bid him now sit doun, 

For he hes left his maister in the myre, 

And wald nocht draw him out thocht he suld droun. 



l:^^ CDSG 



Kuir(Lirtiia«*sk Vir him thu brokin bn>w 
And bid him bavkilie bind it with ane doat ; 
F«T k»^ h^ pHtin morsellis on the moir, 
Atid r*rx*h: hu nudster Ksit in meikle dout. 
Svn soil }v eftir f&iiv Daune Dangere schout, 
Aud ^y. Wau;s ^^ho had me av at feid, 
TTiis bn iin sinfir. 5um-tTine wes stiff and stoat, 
T' h:r I Irit. Ik.< $e it want the heid. 

v^»i\^D M.\i:>rER Gawix Douglas, 
Bishop of Dunkeld. 




CONSCIENCE. 



]|UHEN hajie Kirk first flurist in 
3(>uthheid, 
Prelatia wer chosin of all perfectioun ; 
For Couscience than the brydill had to 
leid, 

And Conscience maid the hale electioun, 
Syne eftir that come schrewit correctioun. 
And thoclit that Conscience had our large ane weid, 
And of liis habite out cuttit thay ani; skreid. 




And fra Conscience the Con thay clip away. 
And maid of Conscience Science and na majr ; 
Bot jit the Kirk stude weill, fall mony day, 
For it wes rewlii be mene of wit and layre ; 
Syn eftir that Sciens began to payr, 
And thocht at Sciens was our lang ane jaip. 
The Sci away fast can thay rub and scraip ; 



And fra Sci of Science wes adew, 
Than left thai nocht bot this sillab Ens, 
Quhilk in our language singnifies that schrew 
Riches and geir, that gart all grace go hens ; 
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NOTES AND VARIOUS READINGS. 



THE PALICE OF HONOUR. 

[In the foUowinj^ notes, L. Ed. refers to the London Edition of 
1553 ; Edin. Ed. to that of Edinburgh, 1579. References are 
frequently made to Dr. Jamieson's Dictionary of the Scottish 
Language, to Dr Irving's "History of Sootish Poetry," to 
Pinkerton's edition of the Palice of Honour, in his " Scotish 
Poems, reprinted from scarce Editions," published in 1792, and 
edition of King Hart, in his "Ancient Scotish Poems," pub- 
lished in 1786.] 

Page clxx., line 15. — The " argument " or synopsis of the 
Palice of Honour, in imitation of the old Scottish language, 
ja^fixed by Pinkerton to his edition of 1792, is as follows : 

Part L "The poet gangs into a gardyne — Falls in a 
swoun — Is transportit to a desert — Complaint agan Fortoun 
— Court of Minerva apperis — ^Wise men hir attendants — 
Gangand till the Palace of Honour — Court of Diana — 
Court of Venus — Hir attendants — The poet complains 
agan her, and is bound and broht befoir hir court — His 
def ens and hir reply — He is condemnit. 

Part IL The Court of the Muses apperis — Famous poets 
thair attendants^Calliope inquiris Venus quhat the poet 
had done — He is reprevit, and singis in praise of Venus — 
Calliope gives him till a nymph with quham he travellis 
our monie countries, and restis on Parnassus — A festival, at 
quhilk Ovid and uther poets appeir — Proceiding with the 
nymph, the poet cumis to a plesand rock in a plane. 

Part III. The poet ascendis the rock — HeU of idlenes — 
Shipwreck of the carvel of the State of Grace — First sight 
of the Palace of Honour — Descriptioun of it — Venus thar, 



I 
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aud her mirroor qnhilk reflectis al tbe gret acto of i 
tymes — Aocoant oi Mcred and pfofane historie — Hei 
debaitmenta, mock heroes as Flngal^ &c.y and encfaami 
akua aene— AUegoricall descriptioan of King Honour 
his court — The personns thar — ^The poet wishing to 
intil the gardyne of ikitiris of rethoric, sappoais he dro] 
from a brig, and wakis — Address to King James lY. 

P. 1, /. 3, the heuinly; L. Ed. he heuinlye. L, 

alartt yet ^* This maj signify/' says Jamieaon, ** the ye 

gate oyerspread with the branches of the alder^ or the g 

made of this tree : A. 8. ahrj So. G. al; AJem. elira, i 

Su. 6. aUir^ of or belonging to the alder-tree. I sosp^ 

however, that it is not the alder^ but the elder that is mei 

For as the elder or bore-tree is still by the sapentiti< 

supposed to defend from witchcraft, it waa fonnerh 

common custom to plant it in gardens. In many it is p 

j served to this day. It is probable, therefore, that the al 

' sion is to this tree ; and that for greater security, the tn 

V of it might be used for supporting the garden-gate, if t 

) itself was not also made of the wood. Belg. lioUery id. 

dare not assert, however, that alars may not here sign 
common or general^ q., the gate which opened into t 
whole garden. In this case, it would be the same wj 
allaris,''^ That the word alars means alder-trees is tfa 
simply a guess. The Rev. Mr Skeat thinks it is allur 
alleys, a well-known English word, from Lat. alura, 
rather from Fr. aUer, It has been suggested thataZc 
may have been originally written altars, in which case t 
meaning of the line would be — which [dewdrops] t 
branches of verdure poured over the altars, reflecting t 
mists with smoky incense. 

P, 2, /. 6, echOj' L. Ed. eccon, L. 10, Eous, the mornii 
star, Lucifer. L, 19, reseruej L. Ed. preserue. 
P, 3, /. 9, stone ; L. Ed. stune. 

P. 4, I. 23, pulsisj L. Ed. piinsys. L, 25, deidey L. E 
dasi/t. 
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'. 5, L 7, Aeiring naluralij L. Ed. helU nabirak, L. 17, 
iuenj L. Ed. sltmai. L. 22. linuHiiv L. Ed. aviidim. 
P. 6. The woodcut here inserted is that of the Hoyal Anns 
of Scotland of the period, and is taken from the L. Ed. 

P. 7. I. 3, bndayetk. Jacoieaon, i. v., explains this word 
as silly tliiff, Fr. badinage ; bat the true reading aeeme to 
be bod nj/itie — bad ignorance. Nyglie, from A.S. nilan (rie, 
not, and u'ifan, t« know), p. tc ngtte. L. €, r^mix; 
h. Ed, Tanya. 

P. 8, /. 4, twappvi; L. Ed. ttoiippi*. L. 17, fitjt/ L. 
Ed. royk. L. 36. The quaint side-ootee or summaries, of 
which the first is here giren, are taken from the I. Ed. 
They are wanting in the Edin. Ed. 

P. 9, I. 19, ^j- L. Ed. ija. L. 27, plngue Septentruiuall, 
the north zone. 

P. 10, I. 1, affrayitj L. Ed. afferU. L. lQ,/aitis; I.. 
Bd./fi(w. L. 17, Aaikitayis ait; L. Ed. haihiayn /oar. 

P. 11, /. 20. Casmndra, daughter of Priam, who foretold 
the destruction of Troy by the gift of prophecy conferred 
upon her by Apollo. Delbnra — Deborah. The introduc- 
tion of / is curious. Old J1S3. often have ik for kk, and Ih 
foe bb. These get copied as Ik and Ih, Circes — Circe, 
daughter of Helios, the sun, a Borcereas. 

P. I'-i, I, 1. Permenydiii} — Parmenides, a philosopher of 
Elea, contemporary with Socrates, who wrote a didactic 
poem entitled " Nature." L. 2. JHeljisiiea — Melissus of 
Sainoe, a disciple of Parmenides, wlio belonged to the Eleatjc 
school. L, 3. Hidnwh — Shadrach, who was conversant with 
all the learning of the Chaldeans. He was miraculously 
delivered from the fiery furnace (Daniel L 3). .Senindiu, 
a distinguished tragic poet in the reigns of Tiberius, Cali- 
gula, and Chtudius. Sotenyui, probably C. Julius Solinus, 
author of a geographical compendium in fifty-seven books, 
still extant. He flourished about a.d. 238. L. 4. Ipocras 
—Hippocrates, born at Cos about b.c. 460, the most cele- 
brated physician of antiquity. L. b. Nepicimhiix. Tlierc 
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werp two Egrpdan kings of the name of Nectacebis or 
Nectanabia. In the old lomanoea, Nectanebis was made 
the pffogetiitor of Alexander the Great. 

P, IS, L ± Swmom, See the story of Simm told in Douglas 
\lr|i:il, ToL iL p. 71. Dante poniahea Sinon with an eternal 
sweating sicknea^— /N/rmo xxx. L. 16, kaue na htm. 
The Edinr. Ed. reads hawr na twme^ which aeems a mkprinl 
of kamr, L. ti, IwMginiMg; L. Ed. imaginand, 

l\ U, L 10, hf/mr; L. Ed. to/are. L. 12. Actean; L 
Ed. .4<-rKm. L, IS^at Aem batit,' L. Ed. at tkaym hatit— 
Pink, at him hatit, 

P, 15, L ± AWunfiKi, daughter of Priam, beloyed by 
Achilka. and sacrificed bj the Greeks to hk shade. L, 3. 
heamtkesiU — Penthesilea, Qaeen of the Amazons. In the 
Tn>jan war she assisted the Trojans, but at last was killed 
bj Achillea L. 4. Effifgin. The Ed. ed. reads Ejffym. 
Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemmm and GlytonneBtni, 
the storr of whose sacrifice by her hither, in propitiation of 
Artemis, is well known. JL 4. Jlrgenius douchter—Yii- 
ginia, daoghter of L. Tirginins, a brave oentiiri<»i, the 
attempt made upon whose chastity by Appins Claadios was 
the immediate canse of the downfall of the Roman Decern- 
Tirs, B,C, 449. L, 21. north eifty L. Ed. northest. L. 23, 
sournHng: L. Ed. somndis. 

R 16, /. 6, imri/Ay L. Ed. inotK 

R 18, /. 11. Bnt; L, Ed. Bot. L. 12, claith/ L. Ed. plate. 

P. 20, L 6, hi*t yi/y L.Ed.bot tjf. L. 17, tear saung and 
;»/<iiri// L. Ed. tear wngin and piait, L, 20, countering; 
L. Ed. coHtttring. 

R 21, L 1. Sauls L. Ed. kyng SauL L. 2. Amphion, son 
of Zens and Antiope, to whom Apollo gave a lyre. He 
htficef orth practised song and music so SQCcessf ally, that 
when he played, the stones moved of their own acco^ and 
formed the wall of Thebes. L. 5, igroundit/ L. Ed. groundit. 
L. 9. Bf God than dois a gekgo or a swine. The Edin. Ed. 
reads, Mai* dois a Grtik or a surine. The word gekgo, a 
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cuckoo, is supplied from the L. Ed. Dr Irving remarkg that 
" Bishop DouRlaa, who certainly did not fall below the 
comraon atandard of clerical decoram, has not scrupled to 
bedeck his compositioris with abundance of oatha, which are 
generally introduced with as much significance sb the fre- 
quent ejaculations of the ancient clasaics." He quotas Lord 
Hailes, who states as followB : " I have never been able to 
discover from what cause our aucestors became bo nion- 
Btrously addicti^d to profane swearing. I remember Tom 
Brown somewhere uses ' swear like a Scotsman ' aa a pro- 
verbial eipretaion." Hi»t. nfScot. Poetry, p. 949 ; The Rev, 
Mr Scott, in hia notes to the Perth Ed, thought that by a 
slight alteration better sense would be made of this line ; 
and in his Ed. he reads, tia d ' f G 'la twine, and in 
this he has been followed by P nk rtoti Mr Scott also 
adds, " the good Bishop's w d m ght I a been taken for 
bis iguorance in music, with ut tl In ty of his oath. 
There is little doubt, how f the Lading, and that 

Dougiaa has taken the idea oath a d all f om Chaucer — 
"" " 'b Tale, B52 1 






m of all this hot fait 



By God, than not a cuakow or a hate." 

IV. Glaikerintie. According to the old English ballad ; 

"OlaB^rion won a kingeii owns HODno, 
And a harper he was eoorla." 
—Poxy-i RiU'fita, iii. p. 43 : also rrn-y-ifnl. M8.. vol. i. p. 2M. 

L. 25, (luirhrnuilfril ; L, Ed. or l.r'iuiwerl. 

f. 23, /. 3, velunt; L. Ed. •'ebws. L. 25. Areiie and Pok- 
mem. For the story of these heroes see Chaucer's Knight's 
Tale. For iinu'a read aluica. L. 26. Aemelia, a veatal 
virgin, who, when the sacred fire was on one occasion ex- 
tinguished, prayed for assistance, and miracidously rekindled 
it by tlirowing a piece of her garment upon the extinct 
eiiibera. L. 28. Tmitim and Crtsnidu — Troilua. youngest 
\-OI,. I, 1 
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gjKmiiac JO ware d wrsa. buwd. aiai ^^>^fc-f»g she kad 1 
TiozitaiKiL kdleii aaBKif vmier a aiiiIbiaT7 tree, the h 
<2t ^v^ic!^ lotctfD^rsL wa» red js bicoiL TUsbe jffceiw j 
'frumnc :ae borr -jt iisr lover. Sksvise kiDed ken 
^ -L r*-*H{iM:. — PtooLe. a ajTiip& rhtn^rrl into 
$«aijiL*w. Z^ 4 F^tu'Mtf^i. — IYQbib^^ PUSouela is b 
nrffesrred %. a caa^^ser o£ Ein^ i^Di&» a Attica, w 



cinu AjL-yt/n^ — Ctty^ son. of Lmakr : Akrone, daughta 

L. "^^ F^uUs^ rfi ur- Spf l^imLfpkifjtL, — Pkrlfia, daogl 
«}^ ^< T^cMaa iia^. :h^^v« pm aa end to her ] 
^WM>^t^ lMn«ff focsoctea bT I^aaopkooa. son of Tlia 

Ti 
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li %.. 11. I'arU anii IVn™- — Tiie citle of a celebraWd 

k mediievaJ romance, translated from the Pniv(>iM;aI. One 

V (A the earliest French traualatioiiB is entitled " Hrsloire du 

t tres Taillant Cheitalier Paris et de la belle Vienne, fille dn 

Dauphin, 1487." It wastnuiHlated into English and printed 

► by Caitoti. L. 12. Plmdrn, daughter of Minoa and wife of 

\ Theatue, King of Athens, celebrated for destroying robbers 

( and monsters. Ariodne, danghler of Miuoe, King of 

I Crete, who (ell in love with Theseua. and gave him tbe 

\ meaiiB by which he fannd hie way out of the Labyrinth. 

L. 13. Ipoinedoa. — Hippomedon, a Spartan. He was set 

smde from the crown of Sparta, and I.ycurgus choaen in 

hia stead. His life forniB the subject of some of the old 

Romances. See Weber' t Mrlrical Homnnceii. vol. ii. 

Z, 11. Aaxaeir, — Ahasuenis, King of Feisia, referred 

to ID the Book of Esther. Hexttr. — Esther. L. lo. 

Da\ida.—Jie\\\ah, who betrayed Samson. Chsucrer also 

calls her Dalido. L. IG. Jhmntii'a, wife of Hercules, 

who unwittingly caused his death, and afterwards hung 

herself. /-. 17. Bililh. — Her story will be found in 

Ovid's Metaniorph., B. 9. L. \>i. yjiyiiihlk. — Hypriphile, 

daughter of Thoas, King of Lemnoa. She saved her 

father and concealed him, when the women of Lemnoe 

killed alt the men in the island. L. 19. Tritlru,it.—A 

British legendary hero, son of Roland Rise, Lord of 

j Ennouie, celebrated for his prowess and fatal passion for 

Ysonde, OF Ysolt, an Irish princess, and wife of Hark, 

' King of Cornwall, //tteuiic— Elkanab, the father of the 

prc^het Samuel. Anno. — Hannah, mother of the prophet 

SamneL L. 'Jl. .Me, daughter of Eurytus, King of 

(Echdia, in Tbessaly. She was the last beloved of Her- 

' cnlea. To divert his affection from her, Deiaiieira sent him 

the white garment which she steeped in the [ireparation 

I made from the blood of Neesus. This occasioned those 

' Muffeiings which were ended by the translation of the hero 

to heaTen. Alcegt. — Alceatis or Alceate. the fairest of the 

ilaugliteiB of Pelias, King of lolciia. She was celebrated 
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for having devoted herself to death to save the life of her 
hushand, Admetus, King of Pherse, in Thessaly. An 
extant drama of Euripides, *' The Alcestis/' is founded on 
this incident. Ixion, King of the Lapithse, invited by 
Jupiter to his tahle, hut afterwards chained bj Hermes to 
a fiery wheel, which rolled perpetually in the air or in the 
lower world. L, 22. Gressilida, — Griselda, heroine of the 
10th novel of the 10th day of Boccaccio. She was the 
daughter of a poor man, and was married to the Marquess 
of Saluzzo. After a long period of ill-treatment, which she 
bore with patience, she was at length restored to her 
husband's favour. See Chaucer's ** Glerkes Tale." L, 23. 
Narcisus, — Pinkerton reads Hyacinthus, who was slain by 
a stone or quoit thrown by Apollo. L, 26, with hart im- 
mutdbiUj L. Ed., withfyrm hart, 

P, 24, L 14. The ballad that here begins has ten lines in 
the stanza, as has also the ballad beginning on p. 39, L 21. 
L, 20, involupit in syte; L. Ed., inuolxdt in dispyte. 

P, 25, L 28, gimandj L. Ed., grinand, 

P. 26, /. 4, skrymmorie fery. — The fairy called Skrym- 
morie. According to Jamieson, skrymmorie is a designa- 
tion of Gothic origin. Sibbald renders it ^^ frightful, 
filling with terror,*' viewing it as an adjective. But it 
seems rather, he thinks, an appellative, allied to Su. G., 
skraem-a, to frighten, and a variety of other terms. 
Skrymma is a verb, used to denote the appearance of 
spectres. Hence skrymel signifies both a spectre and an 
idol. It is probably from 0. N. Skumari, a vapourer. 
L, 6. Chyppynutie^ another mischievous spirit ; probably 
one of those who fatally wounded the cattle that were be- 
lieved to be elf-shot — Meso-Gothic, kaupat-jan^ to strike, 
and not, naut, an ox. (Jam.) X. 16. Varius. — Q. Varius 
Hydrida, a tribune of the people, B.C. 90, who obtained 
considerable power by his eloquence. In his tribuneship 
he brought forward a law to punish all those who had 
assisted or advised the Socii to take up arms against the 
Roman people. He was condemned under his own law, 
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and put to death. L. 25, cald as a key. — Key -cold occurs 
in Shakespeare, Rich. III., i. 2. 

P. 27, /. 10, for he^ read me, L. 16, pleis it; L. Ed., 
plesyt. 

P. 28, L 11, yit/^ L. Ed., ye, L. 14, disturhis; L; Ed., 
distruhlis. 

P. 29, I, 4, to die; L. Ed,, to he. L. 18, Acteon, son of 
Aristseus and Autonoe, a daughter of Cadmus. After 
being trained to hunting by the centaur Chiron, he was 
torn in pieces by his own 50 hounds on Mount Cithaeron; 
L, 15. Yo. — ^lo, daughter of Inachus, loved by Jupiter, by 
whom she was metamorphosed into a white cow. L. 22. 
Lycaon, son of Pelasgus, and King of Arcadia, who, when 
sacrificing a child on the altar of Jupiter, was changed 
into a wolf. L, 24, soinmej L. E(i, sudiourn, 

P. 30, 2. 2^ is an old proverb ; " Be warned in time by 
others* harm, and you shall do full well,*' is the form in 
which it appears in the ** Ingoldsby Legends,'' Misadven- 
tures at Margate. 

P. 31, I. 8, intercessioun j' L. Ed., intercimu 

P. 32, /. 9, omitted in Ed. Ed., supplied from L. Ed. 
L, 10, held the measure; L. Ed., held measure. L, 14. 
Phillis. — {See note to p, 23, /. 9.) L. 18. Acontius, a 
beautiful youth of the isle of Ceos. He fell in love with 
Cydippe, daughter of a noble Athenian, and at last mar- 
ried her through the interposition of Diana. — Ovid, 
Heroid. 20, 21. L. 21, (hay ladyU; L. Ed., thair layis, 
Zr. 22, na way compeirj L. Ed., na compeir, L, 29, into 
my greit pine; L. Ed., in my gastly pyne. 

P. 83, /. 2, thair gait; L. Ed., the gate. L. 6, knaw- 
ledge; L. Ed., knawledgis, L. 8, court; L. Ed., row/.* 
or meit; L. Ed., our mate. L. 12, storeis ; L. Ed., historyis. 
L. 27 J Thespis. — Dr Irving thinks Douglas wrote Thespia. 
the mother of the musis nine; L. Ed., the morthyr of musis 
nyne. 

P. 34, /. 4, for third, read thrid. L. 15, the aucht sister 
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with crouuj L. Ed., tlie aucht and sistir schene. L, 20, hit 
vertewisj L. Ed., the vertuys, L, 28. And fair ladyis; 
L. Ed., and Phanee. 

P. 35, L 1, Saturee — Satyrs. L, 2, Aones — ^NymphB of the 
Bhore. Napee^ vaxauu, nymphs of forests, groyes and glens. 
L, 9, spreitj' L. Ed. brest. L. 10, hehaldingj L. Ed., behald- 
and. L, 14. Greik; L. Ed., Grew, L, 18« Dictes and Dares. 
Dictys GreteDsis and Dares Phrygius, two authors whose 
works on the history of the Trojan war are usually printed 
together. L, 21. Flaccm Valeriane — ^Valerius Flaccus, 
author of the heroic poem in eight books on the Argonaatic 
expedition. L, 22. Allane — ^probably Alanus de Insulis or 
of Lille, known also by the name of the Uniyersal Doctor, 
a writer of much celebrity in the middle ages. He was for 
some time Prior of Canterbury, and died in the year 1202. 
X. 23. Gaultier — ^Philippe Gualder de Ghatillon, a native 
of Lille and a canon of Toumay, flourished about the year 
1200. His principal work is a poem on the exploits of 
Alexander the Great, entitled *' Alexandreidos libri decern," 
printed at Strasbourg in 1513. ^* Gualtier^s poem,*' says 
Dr. Irving, written in hexameter verse, must be regarded as 
a very elegant relique of that barbarous age ; and it had 
attained to such popularity. in the course of the 13th cen- 
tury that it was read in the grammar schools, to the excla- 
sion of more classical productions. The fifth book contains 
a verse which is frequently quoted, and which it is probable 
that few of those by whom it is quoted can refer to its 
proper author : — 

" Incidis in Scyllam cupiens vitare Carybdin." 

Hist, of Scottish Poetr^iy p. 271. 

i. 27. Stace — Papinius Statins, a Latin poet. The The- 
bais alluded to in the text is by this author. L. 28. 
Faust us — an ecclesiastical writer who flourished during the 
latter part of the 5th century. Laurence of the Vale — 
Lauren tius, or Lorenzo Valla, a distinguished scholar of 
the 15th century, who died at Rome in 1457. 
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P, 36, /. 1. Pompouius — ^probably Pomponius Laetus; 
-who obtained a high reputation while he filled a Professor^s 
chair at Rome, but who ended his days in an hospital. 
X. 6. Brunell — The Brunei! here mentioned Dr Irving 
^hinlos not the name of a poet, but the title of a poem. 
Bronellus is the name of the ass which makes the principal 
figure in the satirical composition otherwise called Speculum 
Stultorum, The author was Nigellus Wireker, a monk and 
precentor of the Church of Canterbury, who flourished 
daring the reigns of Henry the Second and Richard the 
First. The precentor's poem, which is written in elegiac 
verse, is by no means despicable for the age in which it 
was produced. Among other proofs of its popularity it is 
familiarly quoted by Chaucer : — 

I have wel red in Dan Bumel the asse 
Among his vers^ how that ther was a cok^ 
That, for a preestes sone yave him a knok 
Upon his leg while he was yonge and nice^ 
He made him for to lese his benefice. 

Cant. Tales, v. 15,318. 

Claudius — Claudius Claudianus. Bocchas — Giovanni Boc- 
caccio, the celebrated author of the Decameron. His great 
work on mythology, called a Genealogy of the Gods, 
seems to have been carefully studied by Douglas, who 
refers to it in his Prologues to Virgil. L, 8. Brutus Albyon 
— Brutus or Brut, a legendary hero, the great grandson 
of ^neas the Trojan, and the son of ^neas Sylvius. 
Having accidentiEtlly killed his father, and in consequence 
left his native country, he, after many combats with the 
giants in Albion, or Britain, conquered the whole island. 
His adventures form the subject of an Anglo-Norman met- 
rical chronicle, entitled Le Roman de Brut. L. 9. Chaucdr 
— The works of Chaucer and Gower were familiar to old 
Scottish poets. James I. calls the former his dear Master, 
and Douglas, in the Prologue of the first Book of Virgil, 
calls him " principal poet but peir.^' X. 11. Lydgate-r-Joha 
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ci the Benedictioe Abhey of Bury St 
IB «u)t Englirii poet wlio flourished in the 
kqiriuui^ ci tbe IMli oentnrr. His most esteemed woiks 

<rf TWbet and Troy. Z,. 18. KennedU- 
. a HOiTeQl Carrie io Ayrahiie, odelvated 
cmlM ** Hie flytiiig ci Dnnbar and Kennedy." 
■e » ^fa iiib ed W LtwImj, as w^ as Douglas, as one of 
f«HMA potts qI Scodsad. With the ezoeptioa, how- 
of hb Jmctiicsagiiart Dimfaar, and two short poems, 
<tf Afe^ and OM against ''Moath thankless," 
<f hiK Wifcs eztsnt hj whidi hismentsasa 
W afliBBMd. Dmmbar — the most eminent of ibe 
psMa. bon about the middle of the 15th 
of DonglsB* oo a tem p ongieB. The time of 
bat s upp ose d to have been about 
:r^v <^BiaiBf — TW poei here described with a Yd?et cap 
A- ftnrvivi- aa Qona Shaw, and is refened to b j Lindsay 
«»a max <tf«Bsnenoe. Onlr one ol his poems is known to 
Kr (jL^aoo. ^ Adim to a eoorlier.,^ and is printed from the 
Han^ana MSL m FUorton^ -Andent Scottish Poems," 

r. $r 1 1« «M« wfi htir; L. Ed^ nay <w here, L. 12, 
f^mtmt :■ L. E^ wmjimwap, L, IS, o«ry L. Ed., my, Z. 16, 
•vM>ic\- L. £1^ fttf^JL L.i\. To fie ms he to mat canter 
^^wi£ : L. Ei^ SI fm: tipAi ny his fdamder or sich pkde. 

it. j^ ^ IS. ««r icaawf u^ rather and a serpent fell; 
\^ E^ «v irv^Mift tt ranker a nrftemt feJL L. 1b^ said to 
r«%«» A/^ Sac xa Edim. Ed^ bat to should be omitted. 
IVhL waiit — MM H hir Veams do. 

n ». :. l%\ nOrtirc L Bd^ rrkschit. L. 28, Ind d'ls- 
ntt^^ U Fd., i«i' *»« ^ir. 

^5" 4x\ ^ i^ /» **?WNf ?•&? to rcwMiim and rtjtair: L. Ed., 
v>»iii*^^ »M i« iff «*rf nfc:M*« sMrjr re/tair ; L. 15, j^erjUe 
^#i»/A/Vk K Ed.* wfcnrWx. L, 18, gmerdoHM : L. Ed., 
fnw>A. i. :^K j«i)^piNd fnwi the L. Ed., omitted in Edin. 
K«.i ^ . :^ ,^««.»ii »•«»*», L. Ed., cnmipi^n. 
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p. 41, I. 19, Kend; L. Ed., i.asse. 

P. 42, I, 9, Abnaiie — Germany, Fr. Allemagne. L. 15, 
' ~ mi hy I^eg. Doi%rIaa here has fallen into some con- 
probably occasioned by Virgil giving the epithet of 
i to the EtruBcan city Fitx, because it vrsH said to 
feKrebeenfoundedbjcolouistsfrom Pisae, in Elis. Alpbens 
Ib spoken of by Douglas bm an Italian river, near Fyea or 
Pisa, whereas it is the chief river of the Peloponueaus, 
and (alls intotbe Ionian sea. 

P, 43, ;. 1, Ueliaeiif — The prophet Elijah. His connec- 

with the Carmelites, to which reference is mode in the 

from the dedication to the Virgin of a, chapel 

the spot from which Elijah saw the cloud (a type of the 

Virgin) rise out of the sea. Other legemle trace the origin 

of the order to the prophet himself, as thehead of a society 

of Anchorites, inhabiting CarraeL L. 3, Amaiim — The 

luntains mentioned by Pliny, are si tuated in 

itUH, the modern Trehiiond, and 8iw 

believed to be the modern Magon 
odijoii — Thermodon, now Thermeh, a ri' 
Laving ite source in tlie Amazonian u 
Mynas — Probably Maenalus (Malw^oi) a n 
oadia. L. 9, il/e?(i»— Probably a river of Phthiotis, in 
Thesaaly ; there were many rivers of this name. L. 11, 
river Tanaia or Don, the boundary between 
>pB and Asia. L. 12, SjiarihiadeK — Probably Spercheius, 
river of Theasaly. L. 13, Achicoroitles — The Orontes, the 
of Byria. L. 23, Modaii — Native city of the 
Maccabees ; ao btty as to be conspicuous from the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 1 Maoc. ii. 1, /.. iJ9, CabalUiie—Fiukertoa 
hoe reads Cnstaline. 

'. 44, line 16, stanery ; L. Ed., sUmy ; xiaiiery greU— 
krelly rtqw, a pretty eipression for a rough stream-bed. 
13, ladyis ,- L. Ed., miwiV. 

45, /. 14, deingii; L. Ed., dtiice. L. 15, ifpovrim— 
Idrink composed usually of red wine, but sometimes white, 
ith the addition of sugar and spiceii. It is not impi'obHbli' 



These n 
Dagh. L. 4, 
!r of PontuB, 
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that it was so called from the circmnstance of its 
strained; the woollen bag used for that purpose 
called by the apothecaries Hip}H>crates*8 sleeve. It was a 
very favourite beverage, and usually given at weddings. 

P. 46, /. 4, Theseus — the great legendary hero of the 
Athenians, who conquered Hippolyte, Queen of the 
Amazons. He also slew the Minotaur and carried off Helen. 
schtw ; L. Ed., told, L. 7, Ptrseus — son of Zeus and 
Danaii, celebrated for his cutting off the head of the Gorgon 
Medusa. L, 13, Yssacone — Aesacus, a son of Priam, who 
for grief at the death of the nymph Hesperia threw him- 
self from a precipice overlooking the sea, but before 
reaching the water was transformed into a cormorant 
L, 18, Cygnus — a son of Poseidon or Neptune. He 
assisted the Trojans against the Greeks, but was slain by 
Achilles. As he could not be killed with iron, Achilles 
strangled him with a thong of his helmet. 

P, 47, /. 7, Daphnis and Corydone — Daphnis, a Sicilian 
hero, to whom the invention of bucolic poetry is ascribed. 
He was the favourite of Apollo or Gorydus. L. 9, Parmeno, 
ThrasoH and wise Gnatone — chaiiicters in the Eunuchus of 
Terence. L, 13, Poggius—Fogg^o Bracciolini bom near 
Florence, about 1380, author of- various works, of which 
the history of Florence is the most important. He died in 
1459. His literary quarrel with Laurentius Yalla was 
maintained on both sides with the utmost license of ca- 
lumnious abuse. 

P. 52, /. 13, perrellous place; L. Ed., peralus palyce, 
L. 16, weir; L. Ed., were. 

P, 53, /. 9, that ; L. Ed., tha, correctly. 

P. 55, /. 21, Battle mort — battle to the death. Tourna- 
ments in jest often became in earnest, and terminated 
fatally. L. 27, Bosiliall nor Oliab — Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
artificers to whom were confided the design and execution 
of the works of art required for the tabernacle in the 
wilderness. Exodus xxx. 1-6. 
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P, 56, /. 3, Darius sepulture — Darius I., king of Persia, 
caufied a celebrated tomb to be constructed for himself. He 
died 485 B.C. L, 19, L. Ed. reads, Twelf amarant stagis 
stude^ twelf grene preciotis greis, 

P, 57, /. 11. Canace — Daughter of ^olus, King of the 
winds. Ovid, Heroides, £p. xi. 

P. 68, I. 10, duke Sangor — Shamgar, see Judges iii. 81. 
Z. 23, Banayas — See 2 Sam. zxxiii. 20. 

P. 59, /. 19, Raphael — see Apocrypha, Tobit, chap. iii. 
L. 24. Judith, — Apoc., Judith, chap. xiii. 

P. 60, /. 3, tyranlie he Jowrie all; L. Ed., tyrand lyk all 
Jowrye he, L, 10, Tydeus — a notice of Tydeus is given in 
'*The storie of Thebes," by John Lydgate, with which 
Douglas would no doubt be familiar. See SkeaVs ^^ Speci- 
mens of Early English," p. 30. L, 26, Pirithous — a son 
of Ixion, by Dia of Larissa, in Thessaly. He was one 
of the Lapitbse. When he was celebrating his marriage 
with Hippodameia, the intoxicated Centaur Eurytion carried 
her off, which occasioned the celebrated fight between the 
Centaurs and the Lapitbse. 

P. 61. /. 2, Ixiona — for Hesione, a daughter of liaome- 
don. King of Troy, and sister of Priam. She was saved 
by Hercules from being devoured by a sea monster, and 
given by him as a slave to Telemon. 

P. 63, L 19, Marcus Regulus — the story of Regulus and 
hie cruel death, inflicted by the Carthaginians, is one of the 
most celebrated events in the annals of Rome. L. 23, Tullus 
ServiUus — ^probably Servius Tullus, the sixth king of 
Rome, celebrated for the new constitution which he gave 
to the Roman state. L. 24, Marcus Curtius; L. Ed., 
Quincyus — the hero of one of the Roman traditions, who, 
when the earth in the Forum gave way, and when the 
aruspiees declared that the chasm could not be filled up 
except by throwing into it that on which Rome^s 
greatness was to be based, came forward, and after 
stating that Rome possessed no greater treasure than a 
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KomftD citixea in hioh, offered himself w the lictim 
demanded. He then leaped into the abya, and tbe 
earth uloaed over him. L, 38, marmit— an error in bolii 
I» and Ed. editions for enarmit, 

f. C4, /. 24, '/"Ac falcomiv fnr the reune al IhairgaU— 
Hawking nt the river was a favourite divemon in tli« 
ancient times. It is related of Kdwarrt the Third hy 
FroisBart, that "tlie kynge had a xxi. fankonere a bora- 
back with linukes, and a li. couple of houndes, and as 




many greylioundes ; ao that nere euery day ether thejpf 
bunted or haulced at the ryuer, aa it pleaBed hym" (vol. i 
pp. 210). See also Dong. Works, vol. ii., p. 220. "' 
woodcut here introduced is from " The Book of HaukingJ 
liuutyng, nnd fysahyng," printed by Copland about the 
»ime time as his edition of DoughiB' Virgil, and gives 
a rejiresfiiluliuii of a hawking [Mirty of the periods 1 
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i. 25, Newand; L. Ed., Mewand; newand probably, for 
noyand, aoDoying. 

P, 65, //. 2-11. The whole stanza is omitted in London 
£d., probably, says Pinkerton, because the editor could 
make nothing of the strange names. L, 8, Jiaf Coilyear — 
an ancient poetical tale, the title of which is, ^^ The taill of 
Ranf Coilyear, how he harbreit king Charlis.'' It and the 
tale of John the Reeve were very popular in Scotland at an 
early period, and are referred to in Dunbar^s poems 
addressed to king James IV. A unique copy of the first 
of these tales exists in the Advocates' Library, and was 
reprinted in Laing's ''Early Poetry of Scotland,'' in 1822. 
It is Tery amusing. L, 4, Johne the Reif— in his '' Border 
Minstrelsy'' Sir W. Scott states that ''John the Reif is 
mentioned by Dunbar in one of his poems, where he styles 
me^n persons, 

Eyne of Rauf Colyard, and Johne the Reif. 

They seem to have been robbers; liOrd Hailes conjectures 
J<^ the Reif to be the same with Johnie Armstrong ; but 
surely not with his usual accuracy ; for the ' Palice of 
Hononr' was printed twenty-eight years before Johnie s 
execution. John the Reif is mentioned by Lindesay, in 
his tragedy of ' Cardinal Beatoun.' — 

disagysit, like John the Raif, he geid."* 

It is, however, the title of an ancient popular ballad, 
which, in 1868, was for the first time printed from Bishop 
Percy's folio MS. of Ballads and Romances, vol. ii., p. 
550. It represents an incident that took place in the 
days of King Edward, how Jdin the Reeve, a bondsman, 
entertained the King, (who had got separated from 
his suite) without being aware of the quality of his guest. 
Cowkewyis sow — A singular poem, composed after the 
time of Chaucer, of which the author's name is unknown, 

* Vol. i. p. 2a 
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** A merry man/' says Dr Irving, *' named CbUbie or 
Cockelbie had a black sow, which he sold for the reasiM- 
able sum of threepence ; and a detail of the rarions effects 
connected with the disbursement of this sum constitute the 
substance of the poem. It throws much light on the 
manners and rustic festivities of the Scottish peasantry at 
the time it was composed." It is printed from the Banna- 
tyne MS., in Laing's ** Early Scottish Poetry^" 1822. 
L, 5, And how the vTon came out of Ailssay — "The 
wren," says Sir W. Scott {Bord Minstrehyy i., p. 20), 
**I know not why, is often celebrated in Scottish song. 
The testament of the wren is still sung by the children, 
beginning— 

The wren she lies in care's nest, 

Wi' meikle dole and pyne." 

Ailsa, a rocky isle on the Ayrshire coast. It is about four 
miles in circumference, and one of the few places frequented 
by solan geese. The story of the wren that came out of 
Ailsa, says Dr Irving, was probably contained in some 
popular poem, in the form of an allegory. L. 6, Piers 
Plewman — the allusion here is to Langland describing 
Piers Plowman feeding his workmen, whom he does not 
seem to have overfed. Piers PL, ed. Skeate, B text, 
VI. 280-303. L. 7, Gowmacmorne and Fyn Makcoul — 
Douglas here represents Gaul the son of Momi and Fingal, 
the Ossianic heroes, as of Irish origin. Boyce, a contem- 
porary of Douglas, describes Fynmakcoule as a man seven- 
teen cubits high. *^ It is said Fynmakcoule the sonne of 
Coelus, Scottisman, was in thir days ane man of huge 
statoure, of xvii ciibitis of hicht. He was ane gret huntar, 
and richt terrible, for his huge quantite, to the pepill, of 
quhome ar mony vulgar fabillis among us nocht unlike to 
thir fabillis that ar rehersit of King Arthure." (Boyce by 
Beilenden, vol. i., p. 287). L. 9, Maitland vpon auld Beird 
Grey — Sir W. Scott, in commenting on this line tbinkg that 
it is obviously corrupted ; the true reading probably being 
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"with his auld beird gray." In an old ballad the following 
lines occur: — 

" Of auld Sir Richard of that name, 
We have heard sing and say, 
Of bis triumphant nobill fame, 
And of his auld baird gray." 

Bmxier Minttrelsy, i. p. 23. 

X. 10, Gijbert with the quhite hand— One of the companions 
of Bobin Hood, and was likewise famous for his skill in 
archery. He is thrice mentioned in the " Lytell Jeste of 
Robin Hood,'^— 

Thryes Robin shot about. 
And alway he slist the wand. 
And so dyde good Gylberte 
With the White Hand. 

L. 11. Hay of Nauchtane. Sir William Hay of Nauchtane 
was one of the knights who followed the Earl of Mar in 
1408, when he fought in Flanders. In Winton's Chronicle 
the following is one of many allusions to him : — 

Lord of the Nachtane, Schire William, 
Ane honest knycht, and of gud fame, 
A travalit knycht lang before than. 

Vol. ii.fp. 4.33. 

flew in Madin land — Sir W. Scott thinks this should be 
read sleto in Madin land; and that perhaps Madin is a 
corruption for Maylin, or Milan land. Bord. Minst., yo\. i., 
p. 21. Madin land, however, probably means France — the 
land of Joan of Arc, whose successes against the English were 
much adndred in Scotland. Boyce states that ^Mane, the 
Madin of France, cloithit baith in mannis array and hardy- 
ment, came out of Lorine in France, send nocht but speciall 
favour of God ; be quhais hardiment and happy victoryis 
King Charles recouirit his realme, and ejeckit Inglishmen 
out of all boundis thairof.'' Boyce by Bellenden, twL ii., p, 
495. L, 13, Benytas, Bongo, and Freir Bacone — Roger 
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i ^fte 'ifv^ wA be kmmd m m tzaet otitM, 
li Frar Bmbob."^ prxBttd in 16^2. and 



F. «>. li^ TV ipArtrw JTSB «*/ ^runrm w^^ft&f-llie 
pniim acbue w eke mimtk i|)baie. tite e^ittii hang 
d ±SBd ian. See Cbaaeer s Assrobbe, ei 
% I'X I. ii. rr«# .Voif— l^ems and liuie bar. 
I. ±;S. fw iv«m Mtan^-CmOed afao Cbriev Wau, in tbe 
ALL ami bttL-k of Cim Maior. Z. ^ ^^ooaMisj— Fbeed 
m TMt Z»3^mt mtier «iie wiMe o€ Aqvuinn. £. 28, Driada: 

P. 7»X ^ «. £mr«r&-See Ckaaccrs Ajflndnbe, ed 

p^ SL £- 2S, Imperii — For eBpjrem of tbc 

vferrknv^B. MUton nses the wofd 

Prr. LtfwC i 1»>17. 

P. 71. 1 >. >v^aiif «r Mf £ii>r4r: L. Ed^ smikla as wnf 

aiMnk. Z- i7. ^ rrrrjiit r Ei. El, / muetckiL 

P, 75. 1 :*. Tltfir TOJB : L EL, iker rwmys, L. 18. 
wmi'i intrt : L» El. mtKU iart. 

P. 7X L I, it! ip:*f: L El. iti^im. L. 9, ain mot: 
I^ Eel, iu •>;<. JL i7. a iii^^ t iiy ajrK — LislB of these nine 
vofftbiai dif A. See SbiVfgpaMe's Z/nnrV Ijtb. Lott. 

/I 7<SL i. ^ Pinkerloa beie ifuki ikmt ^^ this ncconnt 
of tke penoK sees n Hoaov s coat, k far too short, bat 
the pcet had fof«8ia&ed the names in deacribing other 



P. 77, L IS. ji^mns : L. Ed. colomris. L, 27- Birds grow- 
ing OB trees — the famovs stofr of the bamades, foil j 
explained in MiiUer s Lectures on the Sdesoe of Langnage, 
series 2: See ate Manderillels DescriplioiL quoted in 
Hoim* - S^pccnaoM of Eariy Eng&h.'' 
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P. 79, /. 16, quhome ; L. Ed., quhan, Z. 21. This and 
the following stanza contain no less than three, and often 
four internal rimes in every line. Similar stanzas occur in 
Chaucer. 

P. 82. The woodcut here given is from the Edin. Ed. 
of 1579. 



KING HART. 

P. clxzii., /. 8. Prefixed to Pinkerton's edition of King 
Hart, in his ^^ Ancient Scotish Poems," there is given an 
Argument, or Synopsis of the poem, in imitation of the old 
Scottish language. It is as follows : — 

Canto I. 

^^This Poeme is ane alegorycale represeutatioun of human 
lyfe. The hart of man, beand his maist nobil pairt, and the 
fontane of his lyfe, is heir put for Man in generale ; and 
holdis the cheif place in the poeme, vnder the titel of King 
Hart. This mysticale king is first representit in the blume 
of youtheid, with his lustie attendaunts, the atributis or 
qualities of youthe ; Nixt is pictured furthe the Palais of 
Plesour, neirby the castel of King Hart, with its luvelie 
habitants. Queue Plesance, with the helpe of hir ladyis 
assaliB Eling Hart's castel, and takis him, and maist of his 
servitouris presoneris. Petie at last relessis thame, and 
thay assailye the Quene Plesance, and viuquus hir and hir 
ladyis in thair turne. King Hart than weddis Quene 
Plesance, and solacis himselfe lang iu hir delycius castel, 
to end of this Canto. 

Cakto XL 

So far is Man^s dealing with plesour; but now quhan 
King Hart is past mydeild, cumis anither scene. For Age 

VOL. I. K 
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aiTTYmnd at the castel^yet of Quene Plesance, with qoham 
King Hart daellit eolf Byne his maryage with hir, insigtiB 
OD admiaBiotm ; qnhilk he gania King Hart takis leif of 
Tontheid with meikil iorrow. Age is no sooner admittit, 
than Conscience comJt alsua to the castel, and foTcis 
entraunce. Conscience beginnis to chyde the King, and 
Wit and Ressoun tak t>airt in the communing. After 
this and uther aventuris, Quene Plesance suddanlie 
levis the King, and Resioun and Wisdom persuad King 
Hart to return to his awitt palais : that is quhan Plesour 
and the Passiounis leve man, Ressoun and Wisdome rendir 
him his awin maister. After sum uther materis, De- 
crepitude attakis and mortaUie woundis the King quho 
dies, after making his testament. 

P, 85, /. 18, Nocht to laync^^ai expression equivalent to 
'' not to lie." It has been misread by Pinkerton. 

P, 86, I 9, First [war thair']^ &c — " Among these per- 
sonifications the reader will find some of a singular hue ; 
such as New-Gate, or New- Way, for Novelty. Waste- 
good; Want- wit; Night-walk; Dim-sight. But in the 
course of the poem he will find others still more odd; such 
as Innocence and Benevolence personified as horses upon 
which Touthheid and Fresche Delyte ride, (p. 91, L 5), 
and personifications with name and surname so to speak, 
as Dreid of Disdane ; and Wirschip of Weir, or Honour of 
War ; resembling the old surnames John of Dunbar, &c., 
afterwards shortened into John Dunbar, &c." (Pink.) 
The words within brackets in this staniza, and throughout 
the poem, are wanting in the original MS. 

P. 87, /. by* Fine Semitouris^-^The five senses^ viz., seeing 
— arte for the day ; hearing — ane for the nicht ; tasting — 
ane to taste ; smelling — ane for sent ; and feeling — ane to ken 
the heit, &c. See Piers Plowman, B. Text, Passud ix. L 19. 
*' Of these descriptions," says Pinkerton, "the fourth, or 
that of smelling, is very ill chosen ; as to smell meat is the 
meanest of all its offices, and by this it is too much con- 
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founded with tasting. It is also obscure ; sent, is evidently 
wcent; h\xt favellis^ or savellis, I can fiml in no glosa^ry, 
and thoagh the meaning may be guessed, I know not what 
to make of the word. The passage implies, I imagine, 
ail favours for to scent.^^ The word which puzzled Pinker- 
ton is, however, fovellisy or as it is spelt in Richard Coer 
de Lion, 1471, fowayle, provisions, necessaries. 

P, 88, 1. 13, orsoundlie — or often meaos ere, and probably 
may be so read here. L. 14, no wandreth wait — no danger 
expect. 

P. 90, L 5-7 have a general resemblance to the lines in 

Chaucer's Knight's Tale :— 

The rude statue of Mars with spere and targe 

So tchyneth in his white barter large 

That all the feeldes glitteren up and down. 

P. 91, /. 7, YoutKheid raid on Innocence — See Piers Plow- 
man, Passus, ii. //. 161-190 — where a number of allegorical 
characters are represented as mounting on horses. 

P. 92, L 8, a pane — Fr. a p^ine, scarcely. L, 19. thame 
9cked — dispersed themselves. 

P. 93, 1 10, seinye — ^a war cry, " which," says Pinker- 
ton, *' was sometimes only the family name, at other times 
another word or sentence. Thus the war cry of Percy was 
Percy I or Esperance ! ; that of Douglas, Douglas I In the 
very curious and particular account given by Froissart of 
tiie Scottish expedition into England, in the beginning of 
Edward the Third's reign, when William, Earl of Douglas 
breaks into the English camp at midnight, fie exclaims, 
" Douglas ! vous y mourrez tons, larrons Anglois/' Thus 
translated by Lord Bemers : — ^^ sodenly he brake into the 
Englysshe ooste, about mydnyght, criyng Duglas, Duglas, 
ye shall all dye theues of Inglande : and he slewe, or he 
seassed ccc. men; some in their beddis, and some skant 
redy : and he strake his horse with the spurres, and came 
to the Kyngis owne tent, always criyng Duglas, and strake 
n. or iii. cordis of the kyngis tent, and so departed, and in 
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the retret he lost some of his men.'* (VoL L p. 24, e 

P. 94, /. 22. The vache kam ke blew—*' HomB w( 
foiiDerly oaed instead of tnunpets. and the hero of metric 
romances frequently blows his horn. Roland the champi 
of Charlemagne, blew his horn so load, says Tnrpin (a 
33) that Charles heard it at eight miles distance, then 
there was a mountain between them; * sonum tamen Caro! 
trans montem ultra octo miliaria exaudiverit.' The So 
were particularly famous for their horns. Froissart, 
describing the battle of Otterbum, between Percy a 
Douglas, which he says exceeded for mutual valour a 
battle that ever was fou^t in the world, gives a curi< 
description of Scotish horns. He telK that all the Scotii 
men had their horns, which they blew in different notes 
the great terror of their foes and encouragement of the 
selves. The minstrels (menestriers) of their chiefs fi 
sounded, and were followed by all the others. This horri 
noise was frequent in their camp all night ; and seenu 
says he, as if all the devils in hell had been let loose to d 
play their skill in music. Is it from this that the enseii 
or war cry is called a slughom by Scottish writers?** (P^ 

P. 95, /. 13, Discretioun — Here Discretion seems 
answer to L^ in Piers Plowman, B. Text Passus xx. 
151, where Life takes Fortune for his '* lemman." L. '. 
Luitt — The following is Pinkerton s characteristic note 
this passage: — '* Nothing so hurts an ancient writer 
when a word, quite honest in his day, takes an unseeu 
meaning with posterity. Litst and lusty were formerly oi 
dfsire and desirable. The IcLclle full of love in this stanza 
a figure of speech, for which we will in vain explore Ai 
totle. Hermogenes. or Quintilian, nay, Apthonius himsi 
We say personijication ; is not this a ladelificationf I 
critics will perhaps call it by the general name of thingiju 
thm, for we find it again, p. 118. /. 10, a vessel full 
/Jiwrv.' L' 24, ilHHQtouH — The word is used in two sens 
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P. 98, /. S.fordwart — probably contracteft irom /or doner t, 
weary, overworked ; or for-werd^ worn out, A.S. werian, to 
wear. L. 22, put thairin first thame befoir — this line has 
been misread by Pinkerton. L. 23. Out! Harrow! Chaucer 
has Out ! Harrow and waileway : Nonne PresVs Tale, I. 559. 
In Lyndsay's Squire Meldrum the following line occurs — 

** There was nocht els but tak and slaye." 

P. 99, /. 11. kowris; the MS. reads lowris, 

P. 100, /. 9. deiss — *'Thi8 Mr Tyrrwhit has well shewn 
to be the place at the head of a hall, where the floor was 
raised higher than the rest, and which was the honourable 
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At p. 94, I 20, it means what we now call a dungeon ; \ 

but here, and most generally in ancient writers, it means 
the keep, or chief tower of a castle, where the lord resided. \ 

(Pink.) L, 27, lauchan he — ^laughing loudly. Pinkerton \ 

has altered he into she. t 

P. 96, L 4, That wald be in all folk that wer without — I 

"Does this imply," says Pinkerton, **the idea of some 
modem, that marriage is all a net ; all the fishes that are 
out want to be in, and all that are in want to be out ? The 
following personifications are very well managed, and such 
as might have been expected from the author of the 
admirable prologues to the Books of Virgil." L, 6, Bewtie 
hir haner beris — In Piers Plowman Pride bears Antichrist's 
banner. — Passus xx. L. 24, atrang — Pink, misreads stang, 

P. 97, h 2, Ane paUioun — a cloak ; Pink, misread passion, 
and consequently misunderstood the whole stanza. PaUioun, 
however, generally means a pavilion, but it occurs in Piers 
Plowman in the same sense as here, in an allusion to Law \ 

Sergeants : — 

t 

^' Shal no seriaunte for that seruyse wer a selk hone, * 

Ne peloiir in his pauylon for pleding at the barre." \ 

Piers Ploughman, C. Text, Pass, iv., I. 451. 
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part; a caBOpy wm freqnenUj sprcftd orer it : bat it k iK>t 
tW eanopj. bat tbe elermtcd floor tbat is mesnt bj daa.*" 
(Pink.) Tbe dais wm origiiuJlj tbe cmnopj, and akhoogk 
aftcrvmidi ^ypbed to an dermted pUtf <Hin, it was only 
ptopeiiT to wben tbat bad a canopj aaperimpoaed. L. 14. 
kait bmrde — a bot toade. Pink, tboogbt it meant a warm 



P. 101. L 18. tkair ovf— oat tbere. See p. 109, L 16. 

P. 104. L 5. povrii to ike pom — impoTeiiabed to tbe laj 
akoIL Tbia ptawige ia mkread bj Finkerton. Z. 10. His 
hramckis braid omt bofr he tmomy bore. — Pink, states that 
tbia bne ia auintelHgible : tbe bust word» bowerer, is hon, 
not hir, aa giren in bis text. L. 13. kairi» — mastera: 
*' u&od. bj Sbakespeare in tbe Merrj Wiyea of Windsor. It 
ia from tbe IsL here, herra, dux ; and is sdU uaed b^ the 
Dotdt. Httr^ J/jfa, ketr,'^ (Pink.) L. IS. Comsciemee com 
cryamd — CooacieDee is a cbaracter fneqoentlj introduced 
in Piets Pk>wman, see B. text xx., 302. Z. 2a imrdami 
— On tbis word Pink, remaika tbat " it is aid to mean 
Lord Danes, bot tbis ma j be doabted. Perbaps it is 
from tbe same root aa hnk, larcL, and otber ugly 
words of similar soond. It is osed as an adjectire 
sometimes.'' Tbe word is oi Fiencb origin, from lourdiM 
— doU, M*^^^^ Aim Imrdauf fpreii^ oocois in tbe Mait- 
faofed 4to MS. L, 21. sum of ^tc be God— '* The pro- 
pbane swearing of Consdenoe is very ladicroos, e^tedaUy 
in a poem written bj a dirine. But tbe leaser morals 
are fall of floctaati<Hi : Plato swears Uke a trooper.*^ (Pink.) 
See note to p. 21, L 9. Z. 24, means—'* tbat deserres 
wdl to be banged, drawn and bebeaded.^ '* Hanged and 
to-drawe'' is a similar solecism in old romances — "sware 
be sboald be banged and to-drawe ^ LaonsaL' ^ (Pink.) 
L. 27, i&t/jiNr* he Atirf— tbis line is not rery [dain in the M& 
The meaning seems to be tbat Cooscienoe bad Sadness with 
him, who bad on a cloak for better momming or acting his 
part 
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P, 106, L 4. rig-hane — back-bone. The word ia also 
used in the old English Romances. A knight commonlj 
kills a dragon bj cutting him through the rig-bone. (Pink.) 
L, 14. in ane hime to hyde — to hide in a comer. So Piers 
Plowman, ^ All fledden for fere, andflowen into hemes." B. 
ii., 1. 238. 

P. 106, I 17. Conscience — ^This stanza, in which Con- 
science, Reason, and Wit now come to King Hart, is 
not unlike the passage in Piers Plowman, where the King 
sends Conscience for Reason, while Wisdom and Wit 
follow them. B. iv., 11. 1-28. L, 27. The allegory here, 
says Pink., shocks the imagination of the reader. 

P. 107, L 6, The King^ &c. — ** This conversation between 
Conscience and the King, in which the latter shews more 
conscience, I believe, than conscience himself, is highly 
nuf and entertaining.'' (Pink.) L, 26, the stall is tume — 
misread by Pink. L, 28, forsume — also misread by Pink. 

P. 108, L 11. Altered by Pinkerton to, Thir ar villanus 
laus, L. 28. tvillis wald — power of will ; A.S., weald. 

P. 109, L 16. vnder the Luge — mider the lodge, or arbour 
ol leaves. See Isaiah i., 8. Pink, thought that luge here 
meant the firmament, at which conclusion he arrives in a 
very easy way — " the Celtic lug, log, is a place, whence 
the Jjat. locuSy and the Scot. ludgeJ^ Here, he says, it 
implies the great place, or firmament. 

P. 110, L 6. This line is wanting in the Maitland MS., 
but has been supplied by Pink. 

P. Ill, /. 24. the cleir — the beautiful one ; a fine figure 
very frequent in old English and Scottish poets. We still, 
remarks Pinkerton, say, the fair; but the old poets, the 
sad^ the good, the free, the hend, &c. 

P. 112, /. 2. Be cunning — Pink, misreads Be cuming. L. 
8. mak himfuk — the MS. here mak rewle — which Pink, has 
altered. 

P. 113, /. 11. cun — try A. S. cunnian. 

P. 116, /. 12. As the suld gane — ^as should profit thee. 
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— Cephalicus. Promp.parv. Hoist and parlasy^ cough sud 
palsy. (Pink.) L, 28. mak I my testament — ^Pinkerton was 
of opinion that this testament should have been omitted, as 
unworthy of the poem, and remarks, in his usual style, that 
^* Jehan de Meune haying written his Testament and Codicil 
at the end of that mass of perfect stupidity 'Le Roman de la 
Bose,' testaments were written by poets without the help 
of a notary, down to the sixteenth century. There is a 
Testament of Crescide ascribed to Chaucer, but really 
written as Mr Tyrwhit shews, by Robert Henrysoun. 
Lindsay wrote the Papingo's Testament, which is much in 
the style of this ; and Squire Meldrum^s Testament, at 
the end of his Histories which is the best of the Testa- 
ments, and seems truth mingled with fiction, ordering his 
heart to be carried to the temple of Mars, &c. For these 
two centuries poets have been modest enough to make no 
Testaments." 

P. 118, I. 17, Rere-Supper — This word has been misread 
Reve supper by Pinkerton. It is a well known word, and 
signifies a second supper coming after the first. Pinker- 
ton remarks that ^^ the author seems to have had a singular 
aversion to this gentleman, who had formerly been called 
names by Horace. He indeed deserves total neglect and 
contempt as the enemy both of health and the muses. The 
legacy is a shocking one, but has a parallel in the com- 
plaint of the Papingo." 

P, 119, /. 2. the hall—'' The foot ball," says Pinkerton, 
*^ and shooting arrows at butts, seem to have been the chief 
if not the only games of diversion used in the open air by 
the Scottish gentry in former times. The foot-ball seems 
to have been played in ancient times with more vigour than 
now. In the (fol.) Maitland MS. there is this quatrain 
against it : 

" Brissit brawnia, and brokin bains, 
Stiff discorde and waistie wanis. 
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Cniikit in old, wyn halt vithall, 
Thir are the bevteis of the fut-ball." 

L. 9. heuin/f — ^benijrn or gracioiu. This word, and the rest 
of ttii* stanza have been much misread by Pinkerton. L, 23. 
To Vtint nnd V*»ht — ^To Vaunting and Pride. Pinkerton 
mii<read To sir rant Vohf ; ami remarks that in Scotland they 
say a man is vtiffffif when he is proud ; he does not, how- 
ever seem to have understood the line. 

P. Vli), L 8, want the heid — Pinkerton remarks ^' this is 
a proper conclusion to this testament, which, to use a vul- 
garism, has neither head nor tail." 



CONSCIENCE. 

P, 121, /. 16, this ttyllah Ens — Ens in I^tin signifies sub- 
stance, house property, wealth. Z. 17. means " which, 
when translated into Scottish, signifies mischievous riches 
and gear which caused all grace to go hence.^ 



END OF VOLUxME I. 
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